
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Peace and all good! 
 
A phrase which I seem to hear often 
these days is “to be mindful”. To me, it 
conjures up several images: meditation 
techniques, being mindful of the people 
around me, or deliberately focusing on 
the present moment. 
 

So, what does it mean for Secular 
Franciscans to be mindful? 

 
If we use St. Francis of Assisi as our 
model, we know that, for him, it was 
about staying focused on God, being 
aware of people and creation, and being 
present in each moment. It is a Gospel-
shaped awareness that everything is 
received as a gift, and that every person 
we encounter is a brother or sister. 
 
St. Francis made prayer and 
contemplation the very soul of his life 
and actions. For us, daily prayer and 
contemplation help us to remain 
consciously focused on God. We are 
encouraged to seek God in Scripture, 
through frequent participation in the 
Holy Eucharist and the Sacraments, 
and in the people we meet each day.  

National Minister’s Message 
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Like St. Francis, who did not seek recognition 
or power, our Rule calls us to poverty of spirit 
and ongoing conversion. 
 
St. Francis sought Christ in every person. 
Therefore, mindfulness means giving 
genuine attention to family members, 
colleagues, strangers, the elderly, the poor, 
and those whom we may find difficult to 
understand. Secular Franciscans are called to 
witness through family life, work, social 
participation, and our relationships with all 
people. 
 
The poverty of St. Francis expressed freedom 
from possessions and reverence for God’s 
gifts. So too, for us, simplicity frees us from 
the trappings we have built our lives around. 
We are called to carefully consider our 
“needs” versus our “wants”, to make our 
decisions more consciously and deliberately, 
and to prevent material goods from 
becoming idols. 
 
Through creation, St. Francis saw the 
beauty of God’s gifts, referring to the 
different elements of creation as brother or 
sister. As stewards of creation, we are 
called not only to give thanks to God, but 
also to care for creation prudently. 
 
 

St. Francis in Contemplation — A bronze sculpture by Fiorenzo Bacci at San Damiano, Assisi, depicting St. Francis 
gazing across the Umbrian valley in prayerful contemplation — a quiet image of attentiveness to God and the 
gift of creation. Photo taken by the Editor at San Damiano, Assisi, October 2025. 

In our daily lives, we encounter a wide range 
of people and situations in many different 
contexts. Sometimes our interactions with 
others can be challenging. Like St. Francis in 
his encounter with the leper, we too are 
called to see and treat each person who 
enters our lives as our brother or sister, and 
to love them regardless of the circumstances. 
 
There is no single article of the OFS Rule that 
specifically focuses on mindfulness. 
However, one could say that each article of 
our Rule is, in some way, about mindfulness: 
living in the present moment, staying focused 
on God, and doing our best to live the Gospel 
life. 
 
Fraternally in St. Francis, 
 
Maria Iadanza OFS 
National Minister 
 



 

For an afternoon, a little corner of Assisi appeared in Lidcombe, as the Porziuncola and figures from Franciscan history brought the 
story of St. Francis to life. 

 

There was a touch of Assisi in Lidcombe when members of the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) from the Leichhardt Fraternity joined the 
centenary and patronal feast celebrations of St. Joachim’s Parish on Sunday, 26 July 2026. 
 

The historic occasion marked 100 years of faith and community at St. Joachim’s, bringing together generations of parishioners, families and 
visitors for a day of prayer, thanksgiving and celebration. The festivities included Mass, the Rosary and a procession, followed by a lively 
multicultural festival on the parish grounds where various parish organisations and groups were invited to share something of their life and 
mission. 
 

Among them, the OFS stall offered visitors a particularly colourful encounter with the life of St. Francis and the wider Franciscan family. 
 

Rather than simply displaying information about the Order, members of the Leichhardt Fraternity decided to bring the Franciscan story to 
life. Dressed in costumes representing people and moments from Franciscan history, they gave visitors a glimpse into the remarkable story 
that began in Assisi more than eight centuries ago. 
 

Among the characters represented were the young Francis before his conversion, Francis as a knight, Lady Pica — the mother of St. Francis 
— some of Francis’ early followers, Lady Jacoba, St. Agnes of Prague, St. Louis IX of France, co-patron of the Secular Franciscan Order, 
and even Sister Death, whom Francis famously welcomed in the Canticle of the Creatures towards the end of his earthly life. 
 

The costumes were warmly received and provided an imaginative and enjoyable way of introducing people to the personalities and 
spirituality surrounding St. Francis. They also offered opportunities for conversation about the Franciscan story and about how the charism 
of Francis continues to be lived today through the Secular Franciscan Order. 
 

At the centre of the OFS display stood an especially fitting piece of Assisi: a large stand-up printed façade representing the Porziuncola, the 
little chapel so dear to St Francis and one of the spiritual homes of the Franciscan family. Against the surroundings of St. Joachim’s, it created 
the delightful impression that, for an afternoon, a little corner of Assisi had appeared in Lidcombe. 
 

The display became a gathering place for members and visitors alike, with Fr. Epeli Qimaqima, Parish Priest of St. Joachim’s, also joining the 
Secular Franciscans for one of the group photographs. 
 

The OFS presence was more than colourful costumes and an attractive display, however. Members also distributed prayer cards 
commemorating the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi, offering visitors something to take home and, more importantly, 
an invitation to discover more about Franciscan spirituality and the Secular Franciscan way of life. 
 

In this anniversary year, the occasion offered a particularly appropriate opportunity to remember that Francis is not simply a figure belonging 
to medieval Assisi. Eight centuries after his death, men and women throughout the world are still responding to his invitation to follow 
Christ through simplicity, fraternity, peace, care for creation and a life centred upon the Gospel. 
 

For the Leichhardt Secular Franciscans, participating in St. Joachim’s centenary was therefore both a celebration and a form of witness. 
Amid the music, food, costumes, families and festivities of a parish community celebrating a hundred years of faith, they were able to share 
something of the joy of being Franciscan. 
 

For one afternoon, Assisi came to Lidcombe — and the story of Francis was told once again. 
 

With acknowledgement to The Catholic Weekly for details of the St. Joachim’s centenary celebrations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Bringing Assisi to Lidcombe 
Secular Franciscans share the joy of the Franciscan way of life at St. Joachim’s centenary celebration 

Members of the Leichhardt Secular Franciscan Fraternity bring the Franciscan story to life at St. Joachim’s centenary celebration in Lidcombe, with 
costumes representing figures associated with St. Francis and the Franciscan family. Fr. Epeli Qimaqima, Parish Priest of St. Joachim’s, joins the group 

beside their Porziuncola-inspired display. 
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After sitting down, I found myself overtaken mostly by feelings of being unworthy and undeserving of sitting on this panel in front of so many 
people. Who was I to be sitting among these Franciscans? Beside me was a Poor Clare Sister who seemed very holy. I did not feel that I 
deserved to be there, but at the same time, I did not want to let down the Secular Franciscan Order. 
 

I didn’t really know what to say. But I do believe that I have my own Franciscan story, so I tried simply to articulate that story truthfully and 
without embellishment. I felt that God had taken me down this Franciscan road, and all I could do was speak truthfully about what God had 
done in my life and try to represent the Secular Franciscan Order well. 
 

It seemed to go okay. 
 

Someone recently shared with me a quote attributed to St. Teresa of Calcutta: “It is our emptiness and lowliness God needs, not our 
plenitude.” 
 

Perhaps that captures something of my experience that day. Hopefully, even through my own inadequacies in attempting to represent the 
Secular Franciscan Order, there was room for God's beautiful will to come about.  
 

   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Francis Across the Centuries 
Newton Secular Franciscans join a celebration of faith, music and Italian culture 

The enduring influence of St. Francis of Assisi was celebrated in South Australia 
when members of the Newton Secular Franciscan Fraternity joined the Dante 
Alighieri Society of South Australia for a special evening commemorating the 800th 
anniversary of the death of St. Francis. 
 

Held on Friday, 21 August 2026, the gathering brought together faith, literature, 
music and Italian culture in honour of a saint whose message continues to speak 
across the centuries. 
 

The Secular Franciscans were invited to share something of the life, spirituality and 
enduring legacy of St. Francis, with Joanna Lamek from the Newton Fraternity 
giving a short presentation on his life. The presence of the OFS offered those 
gathered an opportunity not only to remember the historical Francis, but also to 
encounter the Franciscan way of life as it continues to be lived today. 
 

The evening also highlighted fascinating connections between Franciscan spirituality and European cultural history. Dante Alighieri (1265–
1321), author of the Divine Comedy, has long been recognised in Franciscan tradition as belonging to the Brothers and Sisters of Penance, the 
forerunner of today’s Secular Franciscan Order. The program also featured music by Franz Liszt (1811–1886), himself a Franciscan tertiary, 
together with a reading of St. Francis’ Canticle of the Creatures in the Tuscan dialect. 
 

Presented in collaboration with the Italian Consulate in Adelaide, the celebration brought the community together for an evening of music, 
reflection, friendship and appreciation of the legacy of St Francis. 
 

Perhaps the evening’s most beautiful message was also the simplest: Francis is not merely a saint of the past. Eight centuries after his death, 
his life still challenges us to walk differently — more simply, with hearts open to God, to one another and to the beauty of creation. 
 

For our Secular Franciscan brothers and sisters, occasions such as this are also a reminder that the Franciscan vocation remains a living witness: 
carrying the Gospel spirit of Francis beyond our fraternities and into the communities and cultures in which we live. 

Sharing My Franciscan Story 
Reflections from the launch of Capuchin Young Adults Plumpton 

On Sunday, 19 April 2026, Capuchin Young Adults Plumpton was officially 
launched at Good Shepherd Parish, Plumpton, NSW. A few weeks 
beforehand, Fr. John Nguyen OFM Cap, whom I knew from my university 
days, contacted me and asked if I would speak as a Secular Franciscan on a 
panel with other members of the Franciscan family at the event. 
 

For various reasons, I was surprised that Fr. John had asked me. I could think 
of other people who, I thought, had a more natural aptitude for that sort of 
thing and could probably do a better job. However, it seemed like a 
promising new Franciscan initiative in a lively area of Western Sydney, and I 
wanted to support Fr. John and the Franciscans, so I went along. 
 

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv., Bishop of Parramatta, attended as a guest 
speaker, and the event was well attended. After Bishop Vincent had spoken, 
I was invited to join a Franciscan panel alongside him, Sr. Pia Galea OSC, a 
Poor Clare Sister from Richmond; Fr. John Nguyen OFM Cap, and Fr. Gerard 
O’Dempsey, OFM Cap. 
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What is it about St. Francis of Assisi that continues to speak to hearts eight centuries after his death? 

Drawn to Francis is a new series in The Southern Tau in which our Secular Franciscan brothers and sisters share, in their own words, the experiences and 
inspirations that have drawn them to St. Francis and the Gospel way of life. Through their stories, we hope to inspire our OFS members and offer enquirers 
a glimpse into how the spirit of St. Francis continues to take root in ordinary lives today. 
In our first instalment, Rose Chong, OFS, of St. Paschal’s Fraternity in Melbourne, Victoria, reflects on a Franciscan journey that began more than thirty 
years ago — and which, in her own words, is “only beginning.” 
 
Seeds of a Franciscan Calling 

I was introduced to the life and faith of St. Francis of Assisi (1182–1226) through the film Brother Sun, Sister Moon some 30 years ago. My interest in this 
saint was stirred, and my attraction to his spirituality has not waned to this day. 
In October 2022, by chance — or perhaps led by St. Francis — I came upon the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (Secular Franciscan Order) and was gratefully 
admitted into St. Paschal’s Fraternity, Box Hill, Victoria, where my Franciscan brothers and sisters gather in prayer and share in learning about the spirituality 
of our Seraphic Father. Family responsibilities overseas delayed my formation into the Order, and my long-awaited profession eventually took place on 18 
July 2026 — a calling of more than three decades, blessedly fulfilled in the year marking the 800th anniversary of St. Francis’ return to the Lord. 
 
What draws me to the spirituality of St Francis of Assisi? 

St. Francis experienced a profound conversion from a youth marked by worldly excess, revelry, ambition and self-glory into a man who would become a 
living Gospel. His spiritual crisis began following his capture during war and subsequent release in 1203, while his encounter with Christ at San Damiano 
became one of the defining moments along his path of conversion. His transformation was extraordinary, and his spirituality continues to inspire eight 
centuries later. 
It is this saint’s “pure” love and firm resolve to follow his — and our — Lord with such exceptional intimacy that I find so compelling. Living the Gospel 
radically, Francis rid himself of his possessions, taking nothing for his journey. He sought nothing but the will of God and the good of his neighbour, especially 
among the poor, the sick and the outcast. In doing so, he found an inner freedom from the values and expectations of the world around him. 
When Francis removed his clothes and returned them to his father in public, his action must have appeared shocking, yet it bore an innate beauty, 
symbolising his total abandonment of materialism. His renunciation was absolute: nothing was truly his, or anyone else’s, that did not first belong to God. 
Taking the Gospel to the streets, living in poverty, wearing a patched habit in solidarity with the poor, and bearing ridicule and rejection became his way of 
identifying ever more closely with Christ. Francis engraved a path for us to share with those who have little. His love of life was redirected to a life of love. 
Francis became a simple, humble minor whose daily life, actions and character reflected Christ’s teachings. He lived the Beatitudes: choosing poverty so as 
to empty himself for the spirit of Christ; embracing lepers and caring for the sick and disabled; hungering and thirsting for righteousness; living for peace 
and abandoning hostility; enduring persecution; and showing mercy towards those who ridiculed him. His purity of heart ultimately led him into such 
profound conformity with Christ that he received the gift of the stigmata. 

St. Francis was fully shaped — carved by Christ. 

In carrying his cross, Francis sought to pattern his whole life upon Christ. As Christ was rejected and persecuted, Francis endured ridicule and rejection. As 
Christ lived without worldly security, Francis embraced poverty and relied upon providence. As Christ preached, Francis took the Gospel to the streets. As 
Christ gathered disciples, Francis gathered followers. As Christ cared for the suffering, Francis cared for lepers, the sick, the disabled, the elderly and the 
poor. 
Both sought solitude in prayer. On Mount La Verna, Francis’ extraordinary conformity to Christ was ultimately marked by the gift of the stigmata. And at 
the end of his earthly life, just as Christ was stripped upon the Cross, Francis asked to be laid upon the bare ground. In life and in death, his desire was 
always to be conformed to Christ. 
Francis’ relationship with creation was uniquely familial. In his Canticle of the Creatures, he praised and thanked the Creator through Brother Sun, Sister 
Moon, Brother Wind, Sister Water, Brother Fire, Sister Mother Earth and, finally, Sister Bodily Death. Even the mystery of death, feared by so many, was 
embraced by Francis as “sister”, encouraging us to look beyond death towards our true home in eternal union with our Creator. 
My own Franciscan journey is only beginning. It has not been a sudden, life-changing experience; rather, it is a transforming process, seeping through me 
day by day. 
 

May St. Francis help me along as I ascend the mountain… to be a channel of peace: sowing love where there is bitterness, pardon where there is injury, 
faith where there is doubt; bringing hope to despair, light to darkness, and joy to sadness. 
With the help of our Blessed Mother Mary and in the spirit of our Seraphic Father Francis, I hope to grasp more fully what is “real” in life — to rise up and 
meet our Lord, where He waits for me and for us all. 
 
Franciscans are, in all things, IN CHRIST. 
Whatever way they choose to serve God, 
their eyes lift up to Christ with “purity of heart”. 
 
This is my experience of Franciscan spirituality.  
This is what draws me to Francis… 
 
Pax et bonum. 
 

Rose Chong, OFS 
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Behind every act of service, careful stewardship, and effort to sustain the life and mission of our fraternity stands a brother or 
sister who generously offers their gifts for the good of all. In this instalment of Faces of Service, we invite you once again to 
journey a little deeper and come to know one of those entrusted with serving our national fraternity. We feature our OFS Australia 
National Treasurer, Beata Dawidowska-Gajda, whose dedication and faithful service help support the work and mission of 
the Secular Franciscan Order across Australia. Through her reflections, experiences, and personal journey, we hope you will come 
to know not only the responsibilities she carries, but also the person behind the role — a sister seeking to live the Gospel life in 
the spirit of St Francis. May this series continue to strengthen our sense of fraternity, unity, transparency, and shared mission as 
one national Franciscan family in Australia. 

Editor’s note: We sincerely thank Beata for generously giving her time and for her openness in sharing her journey of faith, 
fraternity, and service with the readers of The Southern Tau. 

1. Every role on the National Council contributes to the life and mission of the Order. As National Treasurer, how 
do you understand your role in supporting the Council and Secular Franciscan fraternities across Australia? 

My understanding of the role of National Treasurer for the Secular Franciscan Order is as ministry of service that provides 
financial stability and transparency. It is a form of servant leadership that manages community resources with Gospel 
transparency and fraternal care, to bring Gospel to life and life to the Gospel. 
 
My support for the Council and Fraternities is demonstrated in working alongside the National Minister and council 
members to discern and plan national priorities taking to the account all fraternities in Australia. 

2. St. Francis called us to live simply and to use material resources responsibly. How do Franciscan values such as 
simplicity, transparency and stewardship shape the way you approach your service as Treasurer? 

St. Francis lived his life openly, rooted in deep honesty and vulnerability before God and his brothers. As a custodian of 
collective funds, I believe that financial secrecy breeds distrust. I ensure that financial record, budget decision, and audit 
outcomes are readily available and openly discussed.  

Franciscan stewardship teaches that we do not own resources, rather we are entrusted with their care to serve the greater 
good and future generations. True stewardship balance immediate present needs with future longevity. Ensuring that the 
funds entrusted to us today are safeguarded so the fraternity can continue its vital work for years to come. 

The world is often driven by accumulation; St. Francis called for a radical re-evaluation of our relationship with material 
goods. My goal as a national treasurer is to approach budgeting not by asking how much we can acquire, but how efficiently 
and purposefully we can use what we already have. This means prioritizing essential needs that directly advance our 
mission over superficial or wasteful expenditures. 

3. Treasury work often happens quietly behind the scenes. What aspect of this service do you find most meaningful or 
rewarding in your Franciscan vocation? 

Serving in treasury work offers a profound way to live out the Franciscan vocation, through the lens of holy stewardship 
and glorifying God through quiet service. St. Francis emphasised being the lesser ones, who serve without seeking status, 
recognition or prise. Because treasury work happens quietly behind the scenes, it aligns beautifully with this call to humility. 

4. From your perspective as Treasurer, what have you learned about the life, priorities and generosity of the 
Secular Franciscan Order in Australia—and what gives you hope for its future? 

From my perspective as national treasurer, serving the OFS has provided a unique vantage point to witness how our Rule 
of life translates into practical, everyday action. Managing our resources reveals a profound story about who we are, what 
we value, and where we are heading. Our future does not depend on massive wealth, but on the rich generosity of spirit that 
defines every Secular Franciscan in this country and in the world. 

5. A lighter question: If you discovered an unexpected “treasure” that had nothing to do with money, what 
would it be—or what simple thing in your life do you already treasure most? 

I have already found my Treasure – God’s love hidden deep within my heart. I have left everything behind, put my hand 
to the plough, and I am not looking back. 
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OFS members from NSW and the ACT attended their 
Annual Regional Retreat on 14 – 16 August 2026 at the 
Mount Carmel Retreat Centre in Varroville, NSW with the 
theme “St. Joseph of Cupertino: The Man, The Saint”. 
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On 21 August 2026, OFS National Promotions Officer 
Rodrigo Castellanos and Fez Cheh from St. Paschal’s 
Fraternity in Melbourne visited Our Lady Help of 
Christians Catholic Primary School, Eltham to kickstart 
the St. Francis Project with 4 weeks of lessons on the life 
of St. Francis and the beautiful and unique way in which 
he loved Jesus shared among the children who were 
present.   

The OFS Holy Spirit Fraternity in Canberra held its 
Elective Chapter on 19 June 2026. The newly elected 
Fraternity Councillors are Frank Farrell (Minister), 
Michelle McGaurr (Vice-Minister), Tony Dunnicliff 
(Secretary), Bernice Marris (Treasurer), Tony Bozicevic 
(Formator and Promotions Officer). 

The OFS Victoria Region held its Elective Chapter on 18 
July 2026 at St. Paschal Campus Yarra Theological Union 
in Box Hill, Victoria. The newly elected Regional 
Councillors are Rodrigo Castellanos (Minister), Glen 
Schumacher (Vice-Minister), Anne Doherty (Secretary), 
Lucia De Summa (Treasurer), Moya Roadley (Formator), 
Michael Fontinivo (Promotions Officer). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Vocations Awareness Week in Brisbane: 
The OFS Regional Display at St Stephen’s Cathedral, 
Brisbane, on 6 August 2026. Domenica Tsang 
(Regional Promotions) and Carmel Haley (Regional 
Treasurer) are pictured at the OFS booth, helping to 
promote awareness of the Secular Franciscan 
vocation. 

OFS Professions at Kedron: Louise Mothay, Monica 
Kamadaja, and Damian Nelson were professed into 
the Secular Franciscan Order and welcomed as 
professed members of the Kedron Fraternity on 19 
July 2026 at Little Flower Church, Kedron. Their 
profession was followed by a joyful fraternal 
celebration with the OFS Fraternity. 

OFS Profession at Wynnum: 
Elizabeth Boldy was professed into 
the Secular Franciscan Order and 
welcomed as a professed member 
of the Wynnum Fraternity on 31 
May 2026 at Guardian Angels 
Church, Wynnum. Fr. John Cooper 
OFM Cap, Spiritual Assistant to the 
fraternity, is pictured presenting 
Elizabeth with her OFS Profession 
Certificate. 

Wynnum Retreat Afternoon: Fr. Kevin Gonsalvez OFM Cap led a 
retreat afternoon on Magnifica Humanitas at Guardian Angels 
Church, Wynnum, on 12 July 2026. The gathering brought together 
34 participants from the parish and the Wynnum and Kedron OFS 
fraternities for an afternoon of reflection, fellowship, and Franciscan 
spirituality. 

The OFS Wynnum Fraternity held its Fraternity 
Elections on 23 August 2026. The newly elected 
Fraternity Councillors are Sophia Denis 
(Minister), Ana Bozic (Vice-Minister), Joan Hanley 
(Secretary and Formator), Carmel Haley 
(Treasurer), and Brett Comerford (Promotions). 

The St. Francis of Assisi Fraternity in Newton, Adelaide held 
its Elective Chapter on 20 September 2026. The newly 
elected Fraternity Councillors are Beata Dawidowska-
Gajda (Minister), Maria Iadanza (Vice Minister), Caterina 
Pileggi (Secretary), Simona Spajic (Treasurer), Marie Rego 
(Formator), and Joanna Lamek (Promotions Officer). 

Transitus of St. Clare of Assisi: On 
10 August 2026, clergy, religious, 
OFS and members of the wider 
Franciscan family gathered at St 
Francis of Assisi Church in Newton, 
in prayer and gratitude to 
commemorate St. Clare’s passing 
into eternal life with Christ. 7 



Secular Franciscan Order 

MISSION OF AUSTRALIA 
Our Charity Status 

Since its inception in 2019, the OFS Mission of Australia 
has been registered with the Australian Charities and 
Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) as a charity, but 
without Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status. This 
means that while we gratefully accept donations, we are 
unable to issue tax-deductible receipts to our donors. 

 
The National Council has considered applying for DGR 
status. However, under Australian tax rules, donations 
used for specifically religious purposes do not generally 
qualify as tax-deductible gifts. This is important for us 
because the OFS Mission is not simply a general 
charity—we are a Franciscan Mission and part of the life 
and work of the Church. 

 
Our Mission exists to support the work of the Secular 
Franciscan Order wherever there is genuine need. 
Sometimes this means helping the poor and vulnerable, 
while at other times, it may mean supporting an OFS 
project within the Church. 

 
If we were to seek DGR status, this would limit our 
freedom to use Mission funds for some religious and 
Franciscan purposes. 

 
The National Council therefore decided that maintaining 
this freedom is more important than being able to offer 
donors a tax deduction. By not seeking DGR status, the 
OFS Mission remains free to use the generosity of our 
donors where it is most needed—whether supporting 
the poor and vulnerable or supporting OFS projects 
within the Church. The National Council felt that, as 
Franciscans, it would be contradictory to our mission if 
the benefit of offering donors a tax deduction restricted 
our ability to support the Church and its mission. Our 
Franciscan calling is, after all, rooted in the words 
spoken to St Francis: “Go and rebuild my Church.” 

 
We are deeply grateful to everyone who supports the 
OFS Mission and makes this work possible. 

 
 

 

DIRECT DEPOSIT 
Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB: 064151 
Account No: 1046 4628 
Reference: Your full name 

 
MAIL CHEQUES TO: 
Beata Dawidowska OFS 
National Treasurer 
PO Box 6159 
Burton SA 5110 

 

 
For further information: 
Tony Bozicevic OFS 
Mission Coordinator 
mission@ofsaustralia.org.au 

A New School Year in 
Uganda 

As the new school year begins in 
Uganda, our OFS Mission is pleased to 
once again support the two groups of 
students we have been assisting with 
their education. 

 
The YouFra students attached to the 
Padre Pio Fraternity in the Kampala 
Region, together with students from 
Kango Parish in the Diocese of Nebbi, 
began their new school year in 
September. Through the generosity of 
our OFS fraternities and individual 
members, the Mission is once again 
helping these young people and their 
families meet the cost of school fees. 

Our support for the students of the Padre 
Pio Fraternity has now continued for 
several years. Many of these young 
people come from poor or vulnerable 
families, including families belonging to 
the Secular Franciscan Order. 

 
More recently, our educational support 
was extended to Kango Parish in the 
Diocese of Nebbi, where the Mission 
agreed to assist four young Franciscan 
students whose families were struggling 
to meet the cost of their schooling. It is 
wonderful to see these students now 
beginning another school year 

 
We wish all of our students every 
blessing for the new school year. We 
also sincerely thank all those who 
continue to support the OFS Mission and 
make this assistance possible. 
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www.ofsaustralia.org.au  
 
 

Latest Issue of Vox 
Franciscana 

 
 
 

Latest Issue of Koinonia 
 
 
 

https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-crusade/  
 
 

Franciscan Centenary official website 

www.facebook.com
/ofsaustralia 

national@ofsaustralia.org.au 

national@ofsaustralia.org.au 
 

nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
 

qld@ofsaustralia.org.au 
 

wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
 

vic@ofsaustralia.org.au 
 
 
 

http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/
https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/vox-franciscana-n-1-2025/
https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/vox-franciscana-n-1-2025/
https://ciofs.info/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Koinonia-01_2026_English.pdf
https://www.centenarifrancescani.org/index.php/en/
http://www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia
http://www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia
mailto:national@ofsaustralia.org.au
mailto:nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au
mailto:qld@ofsaustralia.org.au
mailto:wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
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