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National Minister’s Message

A fresco of the Virgin Mary with the Infant Jesus surrounded by Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Clare, located in
the Santa Maria del Carmine church (Holy Mary of Carmel) in Pavia, Italy. Photo credit: Adam Jan Figel.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Francis,
Peace and all good!

Thomas of Celano writes about St.
Francis: “He embraced the Mother of
Jesus with inexpressible love, since she
made the Lord of Majesty a brother to
us. He honoured her with his own
praises, poured out prayers to her and
offered her his love. He appointed her
the Advocate of the Order and placed
under her mantle the sons to be left
behind, that she might protect and
cherish them to the end.”’

Mary is recognised as the mother,
protectress, and advocate of the Secular
Franciscan Order (OFS) because St.
Francis of Assisi explicitly placed his
entire spiritual family under her mantle
and declared her the Patroness of his
Order.

Mary’s life serves as the ultimate guide
for Secular Franciscan living because she
lived out the Gospel in the ordinary,
everyday world.

As Secular Franciscans, we are called to
grow in holiness within our own state of
life—through our work, our families, and
our engagement with the world around us
as we move through the realities of
secular society.

Mary was a mother who lived a quiet,
ordinary life, yet she transformed it into a
radical witness of God's love. The Secular
Franciscan Rule (Article 9) states that
members should study Mary to learn how
to live out their vocation.

Mary teaches Franciscans to make time
for silence, so we can listen for God’s
voice even in the messy and noisy
moments of everyday life. She models
how to say “yes” to the many challenges
we encounter in our everyday life,
trusting completely in God's providence.

We live in a secular materialistic society.
We can look to Mary to maintain a spirit
of detachment. She models how to be
content with simplicity, how to avoid the
trap of consumerism, and how to remain
humble in daily interactions with family,
coworkers and neighbours.
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Mary stood at the foot of the Cross,
watching her Son suffer. We can use her
example in living our Franciscan charism
which requires a deep commitment to
social justice, peace, and standing with the
marginalised, the broken, and the
suffering.

Article 9 of the Rule of the Secular
Franciscan Order calls us to look to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, recognising her as the
model of perfect openness to God’s word
and call. St. Francis embraced her with an
“indescribable love” and made her the
protectress of his family. The Rule calls us
to express our own ardent love for her not
merely through words, but by the active
imitation of her “complete self-giving.”

Fraternally,

Maria ladanza OFS
National Minister

1 Francis of Assisi: The Founder — Early
Documents Vol. Il p. 374. His Devotion to Our
Lady to whom he especially entrusted the Order.



Remaining Human in a Digital World

In May 2026, Pope Leo XIV released his first encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas (“Magnificent Humanity”),
addressing one of the most pressing issues of our modern age: the growing influence of artificial intelligence and
technology on human life. Drawing inspiration from Pope Leo XlIl and his landmark social encyclical Rerum
Novarum, Pope Leo XIV calls the world to place human dignity, compassion, truth, and the common good at the
centre of technological progress.

The encyclical warns against a culture driven purely by efficiency, profit, and control, where people risk becoming
reduced to data, consumers, or “tools of an algorithmic order.” Instead, the Holy Father reminds us that every
human person is created in the image of God and possesses an inherent dignity that no machine or technology
can replace.

For us as Secular Franciscans, Magnifica Humanitas resonates deeply with Franciscan spirituality. Like Saint
Francis of Assisi, we are called to live simply, foster authentic human relationships, care for creation, and uphold
the dignity of every person — especially the poor, vulnerable, and forgotten. In a world increasingly dominated
by digital noise and artificial intelligence, the encyclical challenges us to remain truly human: compassionate,
prayerful, humble, and present to one another.

The message of Pope Leo XIV is ultimately one of hope. Technology itself is not condemned, but it must serve
humanity rather than dominate it. As Franciscans living in today’s world, we are invited to become witnesses of
peace, fraternity, and the “civilisation of love” that the Holy Father speaks of — ensuring that even in the midst
of rapid technological change, the human heart remains open to God and to one another.

Official text of Magnifica Humanitas:

& Encyclical Letter Magnifica Humanitas of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV

A Cross Crowned at Last: Gaudi’s Legacy for Secular Franciscans

The recent Apostolic Journey of Pope Leo XIV to Spain brought with it a moment
of profound significance not only for the Church, but especially for Secular
Franciscans throughout the world. During his visit to Barcelona, the Holy Father
celebrated Mass at the Basilica of the Sagrada Familia and marked the
centenary of the death of its visionary architect, Antoni Gaudi, who died in
1926. The occasion was made even more memorable with the completion of
the Tower of Jesus Christ, now crowned by the great cross that rises above the
city after more than 140 years of construction.

For members of the Secular Franciscan Order, this event carries a special

meaning. Gaudi was not only one of history’s greatest architects; he was also a

professed member of the Third Order of St Francis, today known as the Secular

Franciscan Order. His deep spirituality, love of simplicity, and devotion to God

shaped every aspect of his masterpiece. In the final years of his life, he

embraced a life of remarkable humility and dedicated himself entirely to the colorised portrait of Antoni Gaudi at age 26
construction of what he called “the Bible in stone.” e,

By commemorating the hundredth anniversary of Gaudi’s death, Pope Leo XIV
drew the attention of the whole Church to the witness of this extraordinary
layman. Gaudi demonstrated that holiness is not reserved to priests and religious
but can be lived fully in the secular world. Through architecture, he transformed
beauty into a form of evangelisation and made his profession an offering to God.

The completion of the great cross atop the Sagrada Familia is itself rich in
symbolism. Gaudi knew that he would never see his life’s work finished, yet he
entrusted it to future generations, famously saying, “My client is not in a hurry.” A
century after his death, the crowning of the basilica with the cross stands as a
testament to faith, perseverance, and hope.

For Secular Franciscans everywhere, Brother Antoni Gaudi offers a compelling
example of how the Gospel and the Franciscan spirit can be lived in the midst of
The Cross of the Sagrada Familia crowns the ordlna.rY life. As the cr(?ss now crowns the Sagrada Familia, the Franciscan ffalmlly
central Tower of Jesus Christ, reaching an  Can rejoice that one of its own has left the world a legacy of beauty that continues
awe-inspiring total height of 172.5 meters. to point countless souls to Christ.



https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html

Living the Gospel in a Troubled World

New CIOFS Reflection Highlights the Mission of Secular Franciscans Today

In a world marked by war, poverty, environmental crises, social fragmentation, and growing uncertainty, the
International Council of the Secular Franciscan Order (CIOFS) has released a timely formation document inviting
Secular Franciscans to rediscover their mission as bearers of hope and fraternity.

Prepared by the CIOFS Family Commission and made available in February 2026, the document, The Place of
Members of the Secular Franciscan Order in Relation to Current Events in the Contemporary World, reflects on
how the Franciscan charism can respond to the challenges facing humanity today.

Drawing from Sacred Scripture and the spiritual heritage of St Francis of Assisi, the document reminds Secular
Franciscans that their vocation is not something lived apart from the world, but in the midst of it. Family life, work,
civic responsibilities, and daily relationships are all places where the Gospel is to be lived and witnessed.

“Secular Franciscans are therefore called to adopt this same evangelical spirit in their daily lives, bearing witness
to peace, justice and respect for creation,” the document states.

Inspired by the example of St Francis, brothers and sisters of the OFS are encouraged to embrace evangelical
poverty, cultivate interior freedom, and become instruments of reconciliation and peace. The document
highlights the inseparable relationship between justice, peace, and care for creation, reminding members that
these values nourish one another and are at the heart of the Franciscan vocation.

Particularly striking is the document’s call for Secular Franciscans to become prophetic witnesses in ordinary life.
Rather than withdrawing from the difficulties of the contemporary world, members are invited to bring the spirit
of the Gospel into society and to proclaim, through their lives, the dignity of every person and the universal
fraternity that St Francis so beautifully embodied.

The document also emphasises the importance of fraternity itself as a sign of hope in a divided world. Local
fraternities are encouraged to become places of prayer, mutual support, and ongoing formation, where members
can deepen their faith and strengthen one another in living the Gospel. In this way, the witness of the OFS extends
beyond individual efforts and becomes a visible expression of communion and charity within the Church and
society.

Another theme running throughout the reflection is the call to dialogue and encounter. Following the example of
St Francis, who crossed boundaries to meet people of different cultures and beliefs, Secular Franciscans are invited
to foster understanding and reconciliation wherever they live. Through simple acts of kindness, attentive listening,
and service to those most in need, they can help build a culture of peace and fraternity that responds to the
deepest aspirations of the human family.

The release of this international formation resource comes during the Year of St Francis and the celebration of
the 800%™ anniversary of the Easter of St Francis (1226—2026), making its message especially relevant. As the
Franciscan Family commemorates the passing of the Poverello of Assisi, the document reminds us that the best
way to honour his memory is not merely through celebrations, but by renewing our commitment to live the Gospel
with joy, simplicity, and compassion.

In an age often characterised by division and anxiety, the message from CIOFS is both clear and hopeful: the world
still needs the witness of Secular Franciscans. Through our families, fraternities, workplaces, and communities,
we are called to be instruments of peace, heralds of fraternity, and living signs of hope in the spirit of St Francis.

May the Lord give us peace.

Learn More / Resource

This article is based on the 2026 formation document issued by the CIOFS Family Commission, The Place of
Members of the Secular Franciscan Order in Relation to Current Events in the Contemporary World, released in
February 2026.

& Official document:

Secular Franciscans in the contemporary world (material from Family Commission)



https://ciofs.info/2026/02/17/secular-franciscans-in-the-contemporary-world-material-from-family-commission/
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Formator
Fraternity: The Hills, NSW

Date of Profession:
4 October 2008

Behind every profession, ongoing formation program, and effort to deepen our Franciscan identity stands a brother or
sister dedicated to accompanying others on their journey of faith. In this second instalment of Faces of Service, we invite
you to journey a little deeper and come to know one of those entrusted with this vital ministry. We feature our National
Formator, Anthony Saliba, whose quiet dedication and love for the Franciscan charism help nurture and strengthen the
life of our fraternity across Australia. Through his reflections, experiences, and vision for formation, we hope you will come
to know not only what he does, but who he is — a brother walking the Gospel life in the spirit of St. Francis. May this series
continue to strengthen our sense of unity, transparency, and shared mission as one national fraternity in Australia.

Editor’s note: We sincerely thank Anthony for generously giving his time and for his openness and heartfelt reflections
in sharing his journey of service with our The Southern Tau readers.

1. Every service on the Council contributes in its own way to the life of the Order.
As Formator, how do you understand your role in supporting the work of the National Council and the fraternities
across Australia?

For those who may not know me, my name is Anthony Saliba OFS. Every service on the Council contributes in their
own way to the life of the Order. As Formator, I see my role as helping to shape and guide our Regional Formators
and provide engaging formational materials for each of us to work on our continual growth as Secular Franciscans.

2. The role of Formator involves particular responsibilities for the life of the fraternity.
What part of this service do you find most meaningful or life-giving in your Franciscan vocation?

The role can be a challenge at times to find the time to reflect on a theme that has not been covered thus far but there
is never a shortage of materials provided by our International Formation Team which is easily accessible via our
website. As a formator, being able to share in the initial and ongoing flourishing of our members is most life-giving
to me. Hearing about where they have come from to where they are at that particular moment is very inspiring and
humbling.

3. St Francis emphasised attentiveness and formation of the heart.
How do you try to bring the Franciscan spirit—of humility, listening, and fraternity—into your service as Formator?

I try to bring the Franciscan Spirit through my role in a few different ways. I try to do that through my actions when
we gather at different occasions. However, the most predominant way is through the content that I share at our
National Council Meetings. These reflections have been uploaded to our website where they are available to all our
members. Making time to try to personally visit each region and those not part of a “Region” has also been put on the
cards for this tenure to personally reach out to other formators in our Order.

4. Looking at the life of the Secular Franciscan Order in Australia today, what gives you hope as you carry
out your role within the Council?

There is much to be hopeful for when looking at our Order in Australia. I am seeing the number of members excited
and passionate about living out our spirituality growing and being more visible in society events. Seeing the growth
in communication is also a great sign of everyone taking the effort to reach out beyond the confines of their local
fraternities. It is also important for each of us in a “Formator” role to provide formation in the use of technology to
help in the growth of fraternity, locally and nationally. That is what gives me hope for the future of our Order.

5. A lighter question: Outside your responsibilities in the Order, what is something simple that brings
you joy or helps you recharge?

Some of the other things that bring mejoy and helps me recharge are spending time with my family, getting my hands
dirty in the garden and creating other opportunities to share the spirit of St Francis with others. Sometimes, having
that quietness of being alone is also great to mull over how my relationships with God and others are going and seeing
how I can use my experience is helping to create formational topics for later use also helps me recharge.



OFS members from NSW and the ACT undertook the 2"  Members of the OFS and the Capuchin Franciscan Friars

annual 10.3-km Lenten Pilgrimage Walk from St Fiacre’s  joined thousands of faithful in the 2026 Day of the

Parish, Leichhardt, to the Shrine of St Mary of the Cross  Unborn Child procession in Sydney on 22 March 2026,

MacKillop in North Sydney on 21 March 2026. bearing witness to the dignity and sanctity of every
human life.
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Members of the Hawthorn and Box Hill OFS Fraternities
gathered in March at Hawthorn for a Franciscan
Reflection Day of Prayer commemorating the 8t

) ) N ) Centenary of the death of St Francis, led by Fr. Thomas
OFS members together W.Ith their f‘amllles and friends McFadden OFM Cap and Fr. Henry Paul OFM Cap.
gathered for the OFS Regional Family Day 2026 at the

Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy, Penrose Park, on 16 May
2026, celebrating fraternity, faith, and fellowship.

OFS members in Melbourne attended the Franciscus
Conference held at Hawthorn on 30-31 May 2026.

OFS members in Melbourne joined the annual Corpus
<:| Christi Procession on 7 June 2026, walking from St
Patrick’s Cathedral through the streets of Melbourne CBD
and culminating at Federation Square in a public witness
to their faith and love for our Lord in the Eucharist. 5



Vivian Phua was professed into
the Secular Franciscan Order at St
Monica’s Cathedral, Cairns,
surrounded by fellow Franciscans
and family; pictured with her
(front row) are her daughter
Bernadette Phua Marwick of the
Leichhardt Fraternity and Suzanne
Bayliss, with Joan Hanley of the
Wynnum  Fraternity and Fr.
Thomas McFadden OFM Cap from
Hawthorn, Melbourne (back row).

s

32 people attended the Retreat Day held in Cairns with the
Theme of “Making the Most of the 8™ Centenary of Francis’s
passing to eternal life”.

Profession of Elizabeth Boldy at Guardian
Angels Church Wynnum. In photo are Ana
Bozic and Marija Bortic of Wynnum
fraternity.

Other Candidates for Wynnum: Gordon Hooker,
Matthew Watson and Maria Wells pictured with
Carmel Haley (Minister) and Fr John Cooper.

Admission of Lily Marinovic as a Candidate for

the Wynnum fraternity. Also in the photo are
Kedron Fraternity celebrated the anniversaries of Sophia Denis (Formator) and Fr John Cooper
Profession of Adrian Eldridge and Domenica Tsang. OFM Cap (Spiritual Assistant).

Birthday celebrations for Peggy, Ariel, and Pauline.

OFS Information Day at St. Francis of Assisi Newton on 30 May
with Fr Benny Lawrance Martin George SdM.

OFS Newton Fraternity Meeting on 21 June with Fr. Robert
Stewart OFM Cap. They also celebrated the 30t Anniversary of
Fr. Robert’s Priestly Ordination. Thanks be to God!
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OFS members gathered for a Day of Reflection at the Nano Nagle
Centre in Claremont on 28 March 2026, joined by Fr Marcellinus
Meilak OFM and visitors, with the Regional Council presenting A
Seed of Eternal Life, a reflection on the legacy of St Francis. 6
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Y MISSION OF AUSTRALIA

Our Studentsin Uganda

One of the blessings of our OFS Mission is the
opportunity to build a genuine relationship with
the Padre Pio OFS fraternity in Uganda and
their YouFra students whom we are supporting
through their education at St Joseph’s
Seminary, Nyenga.

Over recent months, the National Council has
held several Zoom meetings with Lucy, an
OFS member from the Padre Pio Fraternity in
Uganda, who has been coordinating our
sponsorship programme. Through these
meetings we have been able to receive regular
updates and learn more about the students
whose education we are helping to support.

A particular highlight was the opportunity to
meet the students themselves during a Zoom
call. It was a joy to put faces to names, hear
about their studies, and witness first-hand the
difference that your generosity is making in
their lives.

Lucy has also kindly provided copies of the
students’ recent school reports. The reports
show that the students are actively engaged in
their studies and continuing to make progress

in a range of subjects. As with any group of
students, some subjects come more easily
than others, but all three continue to work

diligently and are benefiting from the
educational opportunities that your support
makes possible.

Education remains one of the most effective
ways of creating opportunities for young
people and helping them build a brighter
future. Through your ongoing generosity,
these students are able to continue their
studies, and develop their gifts and talents.

UGANDA

Central Region of Uganda.

9 Nyenga | ;

We thank Lucy and the members of the Padre
Pio Fraternity for their ongoing assistance and
encouragement, and we thank all our OFS
members whose support continues to make
this mission possible.

Please continue to keep these young people,
their families, and the Franciscan community
in Uganda in your prayers.
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Location of Nyenga

Nyenga is a town in
Rakai District, in the

N DR CONGO
\ / A L ake Kyoga

Lake Victoria

« Located in Rakai District

« About 120 km (75 miles)
southwest of Kampala

RWANDA
Nyenga j/

« Home to St. Joseph’s Seminary,
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DIRECT DEPOSIT

Secular Franciscan Order
Mission of Australia

o)

MAIL CHEQUES TO:

Beata Dawidowska OFS
BSB: 064151 : Tony Bozicevic OFS
Account No: 1046 4628 National Treasurer e ;
: PO Box 6159 Mission Coordinator

Reference: Your full name

Burton SA 5110

KENYA

N

%
SR TANZANIA

150 km

For further information:

mission@ofsaustralia.org.au
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Notices
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Secular Franciscans

praying for you

1. Pray with us.

OFS members around Australia are invited to join
our national prayer apostolate, the Franciscan
Rosary Crusade. Please contact your Regional

Ministers to join the list.

2. Send your prayer intentions.

Please visit our website at
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-
crusade/ and let us pray for your intentions.

Franci

Ottocento apni

To stay updated on the latest news and documents related
to the ongoing celebration of the Franciscan centenaries,
please visit the official Franciscan Centenary website.

1226 — 2026

TFranciscus

anni dalla my san Francesco

Franciscan Saying

Atlast hishour came, and when all the mysteries of Christ had been fulfilled in him, he flew joyfully to God. (2 Cel 217)

Franciscan Centenary official website

CIOFS NEWSLETTERS
KOINONIA

VOX FRANCISCANA

==l

ASSTANT CENERAL

KOINONIA

“ST. FRANCIS' EASTER:

An Event of Hope™

Latest Issue of Vox
Franciscana

Latest Issue of Koinonia

Donations

Donations to the Secular Franciscan Order are
greatly appreciated, and we thank you for your
generosity. Please send your donations via
electronic online banking:

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.

BSB: 064-151: Account No: 1046 2163

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

Facebook
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia

CONTACT US

National Council of Australia:

national@ofsaustralia.org.au
NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au

Queensland: gld@ofsaustralia.org.au

Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

The Southern Tau Newsletter is produced by the
National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order
Australia.

Please send news, articles, photos, etc. for inclusion in

the national newsletter to
national@ofsaustralia.org.au
Articles longer than one page may be edited.



https://www.centenarifrancescani.org/index.php/en/
https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/vox-franciscana-n-1-2025/
https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/vox-franciscana-n-1-2025/
https://ciofs.info/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Koinonia-01_2026_English.pdf
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