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The Apotheosis of St. Francis (c. 1290s), fresco by Giotto di Bondone, Upper Basilica of San Francesco, Assisi.
Apotheosis means “exaltation to divine glory” — the lifting up of a holy person into heavenly honour. In this
luminous scene, St. Francis is shown glorified among the angels, a powerful visual proclamation that the Poor
Man of Assisi now shares in the joy of heaven. Image: Public Domain.

Peace and all good.

This year as we celebrate the Easter of
St. Francis ', it is a time of
remembrance and renewal. It is not a
celebration of death, but as St. Francis
himself called it ‘sister death’ a
celebration of life that blossoms from
self-giving and offering. As Jesus
taught (cf John 12:24), Francis’ life,
given in love for Christ and the
brothers and sisters he encountered, is
a seed sown in the earth that
continues to yield fruits of peace, faith
and love.

The Easter of St. Francis of Assisi holds
special significance for Secular
Franciscans during the Lenten season.
It is both a reminder and an invitation
to delve deeply into the essence of
Franciscan spirituality, particularly
during a season marked by reflection,
penance, and renewal.

For Secular Franciscans, Lent is a time to
reflect on the importance of community
and fraternity, and to be involved in acts
of charity and service within their
communities. This also encourages the
practice of solidarity with others,
especially those marginalised and
suffering.

Lent is also a time of personal reflection
and penitence. The example of St.
Francis, who renounced material
wealth to embrace a life of poverty and
humility, serves as a powerful model of
self-examination for Secular
Franciscans. We are invited to assess
our lives, seeking to detach ourselves
from materialism and embrace a spirit
of profound trust in God.

The Easter of St. Francis, celebrated
during Lent, provides a unique
framework for understanding the
journey towards the resurrection. It
serves as a reminder that the path to
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new life is often paved with sacrifice,
humility, and service.

In conclusion, the Easter of St. Francis of
Assisi during Lent encapsulates the heart
of Franciscan spirituality for Secular
Franciscans. It invites us to a deep
exploration of community, personal
penitence, and transformational
renewal. As we reflect on the life and
teachings of St. Francis, we are
encouraged not only to embrace the
Lenten spirit but to carry forward the
grace and joy of the Easter resurrection
in our daily lives, forming a “tapestry of
love, service, and fraternity that honours
the legacy of St. Francis.”

Maria ladanza ofs
National Minister

1 The “Easter of Saint Francis of Assisi” refers to the
moment of his death in 1226, understood not as an
ending but as his passage into the fullness of life with
God. In Franciscan spirituality, this is called his Easter
because it mirrors the Paschal Mystery — Christ’s
passage from death to resurrection.
https://ofsaustralia.org.au

Other sources used include CIOFS, Centenario
Francescani and Vatican websites.
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Called by Name: The Official Title of Our Order

The XIIl General Chapter of the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis, held in Sdo Paulo from 22—29 October 2011,
reaffirmed the official name of the Order as Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis and clarified its proper use
and translation. The document emphasizes that the approved translations in Italian, English, Spanish,
and French are to be used in those languages, while translations into other local languages are permitted
only when they faithfully preserve the original meaning. Where translation risks distorting the substance
of the name, the Latin title must be retained, accompanied by clarifying expressions if necessary. The
General Chapter also confirmed that the acronym “OFS” is universal and must always be used, regardless
of language, particularly when professed members append it to their names—an important reminder of
our shared identity and unity within the worldwide Secular Franciscan family.

For those who wish to read the full official text issued by the XlIl General Chapter regarding the proper
use and translation of the name of our Order, the document may be accessed below:

Official Document:
The Official Name of the Order — Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (OFS)
International Council of the Secular Franciscan Order (CIOFS), 2011

& https://ciofs.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EN-9-name-of-order-and-acronym.pdf

A Year of Grace: Celebrating the 800™ Anniversary
of the Death of St. Francis (1226-2026)

In 2026, the Franciscan Family throughout the world will celebrate the Eighth Centenary of the Transitus of St.
Francis of Assisi (3 October 1226)—a historic and deeply spiritual milestone marking 800 years since the “happy
passage” of our Seraphic Father to the Father’s house. In continuity with previous centenary commemorations
(Greccio, the Canticle of the Creatures, and the Stigmata), this Jubilee Year—proclaimed from 10 January 2026 to
10 January 2027 —invites all the faithful to renew their call to holiness by following the example of the Poor Man
of Assisi. Accompanying this celebration is the powerful spiritual reflection letter A Seed for Eternal Life, signed by
the Ministers General of the Franciscan Family, which reminds us that the legacy of Francis continues to germinate
through three enduring pillars: mercy toward the poor and love for Christ crucified, fidelity to the Church and
the Eucharist, and fraternal life as a witness of peace.

To mark this extraordinary occasion, the Apostolic Penitentiary, by mandate of the Holy Father, has granted a
Plenary Indulgence for the Jubilee Year. The indulgence may be obtained under the usual conditions—
sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion, and prayer for the intentions of the Holy Father, together with
interior detachment from sin. It is granted to members of the Franciscan Family and to all the faithful who make
a pilgrimage to a Franciscan church or place connected with St. Francis, devoutly participate in Jubilee rites or
spend suitable time in prayer and meditation, concluding with the Our Father, the Creed, and invocations to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Francis, St. Clare, and the Franciscan saints. The elderly, sick, and those unable to travel
may also receive the indulgence by spiritually uniting themselves to the celebrations and offering their sufferings
to God, with the intention of fulfilling the usual conditions as soon as possible.

This centenary is not merely a historical remembrance but a summons: to allow the seed planted in Francis eight
centuries ago to bear fruit in our time—fruit of mercy, Eucharistic devotion, fraternity, and peace. As we enter
this sacred year, may we, as Secular Franciscans, embrace this grace-filled opportunity to deepen our vocation
and renew our commitment to live “according to the form of the Holy Gospel”.

Official Sources

[2) Decree on the Eighth Centenary with Attached Plenary Indulgence
https://ciofs.info/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Decreto-Indulgenza-2026-EN.pdf

[2) The Easter of St. Francis created by the CIOFS Secretariat for Formation for the OFS
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/uncategorized/the-easter-of-st-francis-1226-2026/

% A Seed for Eternal Life — Francis of Assisi: The Spiritual Legacy of a Christian Man
https://www.centenarifrancescani.org/images/site/Notizie/2026-05-SEME-DI-VITA-
ETERNA/Lettera Centenario 2026 EN.pdf
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Encountering Francis: The Historic Exposition of
the Saint’s Mortal Remains

This Lent, a historic and deeply spiritual event is taking place in Assisi. From 22 February to 22 March
2026, the mortal remains of St. Francis of Assisi are being publicly displayed in the Lower Basilica of
Saint Francis — a first in centuries and a rare opportunity for pilgrims and the faithful worldwide to
venerate the Saint up close.

This extraordinary exposition commemorates the 800t anniversary of St. Francis’s death (1226-2026)
and invites the Church to reflect anew on his life of poverty, fraternity, service to the poor, care for
creation, and joy in the Gospel. With approval from the Holy See and the Franciscan community in Assisi,
the relics have been brought from their usual resting place in the crypt and placed for veneration at the
foot of the papal altar in the Lower Church.

For many pilgrims, this is more than a historical moment — it is a spiritual encounter with one of
Christianity’s most beloved saints, whose witness continues to speak to our world today. Reservations
for peaceful prayer before the relics are free but required, and many pilgrims from around the world
have already registered to take part.

We are reminded in this season of preparation that, as St. Francis lived out the Gospel with radical love,
so too may we embrace his example with renewed zeal in our own Franciscan journey.

Learn More / Resources

& Official Franciscan centenary homepage (Franciscan community site):
https://sanfrancescovive.org/en/home/

& Official booking page for veneration (free reservations):
https://sanfrancescovive.org/en/booking/

& About the veneration experience (event details):
https://sanfrancescovive.org/en/meet/

Some photos of the exposition at the Basilica — All photos are credited to: Gregorio Borgia / Associated Press
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Behind every gathering, formation initiative, pastoral visit, and national decision stands a group of dedicated Secular
Franciscans who quietly serve our fraternity with generosity and faith. In this new series, Faces of Service, we invite you
to journey a little deeper — beyond names and roles — to discover the people, stories, vocations, and Franciscan hearts that
shape the life of OFS Australia at the national level.

In this edition, we begin with our National Minister, Maria Iadanza, and our National Vice-Minister, Tony Bozicevic.
Maria and Tony also serve as International Councillor and Substitute International Councillor, respectively. Through their
reflections, experiences, and vision for our fraternity, we hope you will come to know not only what they do, but who they
are — as brothers and sisters walking the Gospel life in the spirit of St. Francis. May this series strengthen our sense of
unity, transparency, and shared mission as one national fraternity in Australia.

Editor’s note: We sincerely thank Maria and Tony for generously giving their time and for their openness and heartfelt
reflections in sharing their journey of service with our The Southern Tau readers.

1. Can you briefly share your Franciscan journey?
When and where did you first encounter the Secular Franciscan Order, and what drew you to it?

Maria: Like many others, I was at a stage in my life when I was searching for something more with regards to my
faith. It was a chance discussion with a parishioner at a Christmas lunch that I first heard about the Secular
Franciscan Order. I was invited to a fraternity meeting and knew immediately that I wanted to learn more . The
notion of belonging to a fraternity appealed to me. Soon thereafter, I attended a regional promotions day. One of the
Seculars who gave a testimony was Jan Ruff O’Herne who had been a comfort woman during the Second World War.
It was because of her faith that she endured the constant sexual, physical and emotional abuse she suffered. Despite
all the abuse she was able to forgive. It was that capacity to forgive that has had a big impact on me.

Tony: I first heard of the Secular Franciscan Order during a random conversation with a priest who just happened
to mention it in passing. I was a bit suspicious of the word ‘secular’, so I asked him to explain the order to me. Once
he opened up the hidden treasure of the OFS I immediately felt attracted to this way of life and searched for my local
fraternity in Canberra. Less than a week later I had attended my first fraternity meeting.

2. What does living the Gospel “after the manner of St. Francis” mean for you in everyday Australian life?
Is there a particular saying or story of St. Francis (or a Franciscan saint) that continues to inspire or
challenge you? Why?

Maria: If I had to select a story it would probably be when Francis meets the leper. It is a reminder to me that we
are all children of God. Each of us is unique in the gifts and talents which we have been given to share with others.
On another level, it is easy to love those people with whom we agree or have the same values. Howeuver, it is not so
easy to embrace the lepers’in our lives. From my work experience with refugees from many different cultures with
different values, one can always find something we have in common despite our differences. Finding that
commonality is the basis of establishing a relationship. Francis’ explanation of what ‘perfect joy’is a reminder and
challenge to me of dying to self and trusting in the Lord.

Tony: During my ten years as a professed Franciscan, “living the gospel” has developed many times over and taken
on new meaning. In the beginning I was mostly attracted to ‘poverty’ and the simplicity of life. In more recent years
I have found that living the gospel life has revealed to me my own weaknesses and struggles. Learning about St
Francis and our OFS saints inspired me with much hope that becoming Christ-like is attainable even in this life!

3. What has been one unexpected blessing you have discovered through serving on the National Council?

Maria: One of our challenges that is often discussed is that we have many older members. Howeuver, in visiting
different regions and even in my own fraternity I have seen sparks of new life in that there are younger people who
are Franciscans or are in initial formation. That gives me hope. It is also a reminder to trust the Holy Spirit as he is
in charge and that we are merely his servants.



Tony: After almost ten years on the National Council, I have been most privileged to have met many of our brothers
and sisters throughout the country. It is a great joy every time I meet a new member and see that they are no longer
Jjust a name on our membership list, but a real person whom I can engage with.

. Outside your Franciscan life, what is something our brothers and sisters might be surprised to learn
about you?
(A hobby, interest, favourite pastime, or simple joy.)

Maria: Until recently, I used to collect Nativity scenes from around the world. (I ran out of space!!!) At the last count
there were 82. I also collect old books, particularly Catholic prayer books. I have a Franciscan Manual which was
published in 1885.

Tony: In the ‘secular’ world I am a classically trained pianist. Until recent years performing solo recitals was a major
part of what I did. These days, my musical activity is mostly directed to teaching.

. If you could share one hope or prayer for the Secular Franciscan Order in Australia, what would it be?

Maria: Each Franciscan brother and sister is a gift to the Order. While prayer is central to being a Secular, we are
also called to be witnesses in the world and to use our gifts to serve others. We all belong to a local fraternity, but we
should also remember that we belong to a regional, national and world family of Franciscans.

Tony: I share the dream of Pope Leo XIII who said that the Third Order of St Francis will be his helpers in combatting
the evils of the world and bringing people back to Christ.

Fr John Cooper OFM Capuchin
With Deep Gratitude for 12 Years of Service

After 12 years of faithful service as National Spiritual Assistant to the Secular
Franciscan Order in Australia, Fr John Cooper OFM Cap, now concludes his
term. As a National Fraternity, we pause with heartfelt gratitude to thank him
for the extraordinary gift he has been to the OFS.

For more than a decade, FrJohn has walked closely with our National Fraternity
as a true brother. He has faithfully served at National Council meetings,
travelled across the country to be present at OFS gatherings and events, and
generously offered his time, wisdom, and pastoral care wherever it was
needed.

Throughout these years, Fr John has written countless Monthly Spiritual
Messages and formation reflections and has led retreats and reflection days
across Australia. He has authored publications on St Francis, St Clare, St
Anthony, and the richness of Franciscan spirituality. He also wrote a
remarkable 16-part series of Monthly Spiritual Messages on Lady Jacoba dei
Settesoli, through whose inspiration she would eventually be named the
National Patron of the OFS in Australia. He has spent long hours studying and

assisting with the editing of key OFS documents, while helping us remain faithful to our Rule and our charism. He has never
failed to amaze us with his truly remarkable encyclopaedic knowledge.

Even while facing health challenges, Fr John has continued to give as much as he could. His generosity has never been measured
by convenience, but by love. We can honestly say he has been one of the finest friars to support the OFS in Australia — a true
treasure in our Order.

Many of us will remember his warm humour, his sharp analytical mind, and his ability to guide us through complex issues with
clarity and balance. He brought perspective, steadiness, and wisdom. Above all, he brought faith.

What has most deeply marked Fr John’s service is his profound love for Our Lord Jesus Christ and for the Catholic faith. His love
for the Franciscan vocation has deeply inspired us all.

As he now enters a new chapter of life and ministry, we assure him of our continued gratitude and prayers. Though his formal
term as National Spiritual Assistant has concluded, his influence and example will remain woven into the life of our National
Fraternity.

Fr John, thank you for your 12 years of dedication, wisdom, patience, and brotherhood. May the Lord reward you abundantly
for all you have given. May He continue to bless you as you serve Him in this next stage of your Franciscan journey.

“Way the Lord give qou poace. "



OFS members from Canberra and Albury attended the
Groundbreaking Ceremony of the new Carmelite
Monastery in Mathoura, NSW on January 10, which was
blessed by Australia’s Cardinal Mykola Bychok. Pictured
with the Cardinal are Tony Bozicevic, Francis Peoples,
Libby Peoples and Jon Allison.

Celebrating Carmelo’s birthday in January the
Franciscan way — together as one family. Grateful for
our OFS Leichhardt fraternity, the Capuchin friars, and
dear friends who remind us that in the Secular
Franciscan Order, no joy is celebrated alone.

The Franciscan Immaculatine Sisters led by Sr. Salvacion
Bunao SFI and Sr. Annalisa Balderama SFI, concluded
their missionary service after more than a decade of
presence in Australia. Capuchin friars, OFS members,
and friends were present at the farewell gathering at
Leichhardt on February 8 to thank the sisters for their
service and dedication. The sisters will return to the
Philippines.

OFS members from St. Anthony and St. Paschal
Fraternities in Victoria gathered in December to
celebrate Christmas and the 95 birthday of one of the
members, Gerda. Thanks to Martin Prest for the photos.
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Kedron fraternity on the occasion of Welcome on 15
February for 3 new people. The three new people are Cath
and Neil Frost and Michael Jones.
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(Formator).

Welcome ceremony on 26 February in Cairns for Joe Bliss. In the
photo are Suzanne Bayliss, Vivian Phua, Irma Morzone, Lee
Bennett, Joe Bliss, Sherry Jones.
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Secular Franciscans in Adelaide were among the more than 4,200 people who
. walked the streets of the city for Love Adelaide Walk For Life held on 7 February.
This annual pro-life, peaceful event features speakers, prayer, and a march

aimed at ending abortion.

The Rite of Admission on 22 February at the Wynnum fraternity
for Gordon Hooker. In the photo are Fr John Cooper OFM Cap,
Gordon Hooker, Carmel Haley (Minister) and Sophia Denis



] MISSION OF AUSTRALIA

Supporting Youfra Students in
Nebbi Diocese, Uganda

Our relationship with Uganda has continued to
flourish. Fr Felix Bidokuber, a Secular Franciscan
diocesan priest from Kango Catholic Parish in the
Diocese of Nebbi, requested assistance to support
four members of YouFra and young Franciscan
school students. The OFS Mission of Australia
saw this as a valuable opportunity to assist these
young people and to support their parents and
carersin meeting their school feesfor the year.

Let us continue to pray for Fr Felix, and for the
children, their parents, and the parish community
whom we are now privileged to support.

Dear brothersand sistersin Australia, through
you we very much appreciate the hel ping hands
the mission is giving to support some of the
children of our struggling members here in
Uganda. Indeed, we cannot thank you enough,
and may God bless your activitiesin Australia.

The parents and the children do thank you
heartly for the support, and are continuously
praying for the Mission
in Australia. They pass

their words of
gratitude to all the
donors. Forever
grateful.

Pax et bonum

Fr Felix Bidokuber OFS
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DIRECT DEPOSIT
Secular Franciscan Order
Mission of Australia

BSB: 064151

Account No: 1046 4628
Reference: Your full name

Name: Jovian Mwacon
Bornin 2013

Jovianisin senior year 5
at school. Sheisavery
humble, prayerful and
intelligent young girl.

Name: Bridget Yikpamungu
Born in 2006

Bridget isin senior year 3.
Sheisan orphan from a
tender age. Sheisapromising
girl with an excellent track of
co-curricular activities and
academic records.

Name: Timothy Rwothomio
Born in 2009

Timothy isin senior year 2.
Disability for him is not an
exception to perform well in
class, games and sport. Heis
achild in great need of
support.

Name: Jude Oyungrwoth
Bornin 2011

Judeisin senior year 2. Heis
acommitted Altar Server at
Mass. Most importantly heis
afriend of nature moving in
the footsteps of St Francis of
Assisi’s love for creation.

MAIL CHEQUES TO:
OFS National Treasurer
PO Box 6159

Burton SA 5110

o)

For further information:
Tony Bozicevic OFS
Mission Coordinator
mission@ofsaustralia.org.au
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Lenten Appeal

Prayer - Fasting - AlImsgiving

9


mailto:mission@ofsaustralia.org.au

Notices
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' praying for you

1. Pray with us

OFS members around Australia are invited to
join our national prayer apostolate, the
Franciscan Rosary Crusade. Please contact
your Regional Ministers to join the list.

2. Send your prayer intentions

Please visit our website at
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-
crusade/ and let us pray for your intentions.

W

To stay updated on the latest news and documents related to
the ongoing celebration of the Franciscan centenaries, please
visit the official Franciscan Centenary website.

1226 — 2026

TFranciscus

dalla rte di san Francesco

https://www.centenarifrancescani.org/index.php/en/

CIOFS NEWSLETTERS
KOINONIA

VOX FRANCISCANA

https://ciofs.info/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Koinonia-
04 2025 English.pdf

https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/vox-franciscana-n-

1-2025/

Donations

Donations to the Secular Franciscan Order are
greatly appreciated, and we thank you for your
generosity. Please send your donations via
electronic online banking

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.

BSB: 064-151: Account No: 1046 2163

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

Facebook
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia

CONTACT US

National Council of Australia:
national@ofsaustralia.org.au

NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au
Queensland: gld@ofsaustralia.org.au
Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

The Southern Tau Newsletter is produced by the
National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order
Australia.

Please send news, articles, photos, etc. for

inclusion in the national newsletter to
national@ofsaustralia.org.au
Articles longer than one page may be edited.
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