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OFS Australia holds National

Visitation and Elective Chapter

On 9-14 September 2025, the
Secular Franciscan Order in
Australia gathered in Sydney
for the National Visitation and
Chapter.

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
OF THE OFS

This year was especially joyous
as we were blessed by the
presence of two members of
the International Council of the
OFS, our General Minister Tibor
Kauser and General Spiritual
Assistant Fr. Stefan Acatrinei
OFM Conv. This was Tibor’s
second visit to Australia, while
Fr. Stefan was grateful to
experience our shores for the
first time.

On the first evening, the
Visitors were welcomed by the
National Council with warm
Franciscan hospitality and a
meal of local cuisine after their
journey from New Zealand

(where  they had just
completed their Chapter).

FRATERNAL AND
PASTORAL VISITATION

The following morning, our
international guests met with
the outgoing National Council
for a four-day Fraternal and
Pastoral Visitation. During
these sessions, Tibor and Fr.
Stefan were given an overview
of the life of the OFS in
Australia and heard about
challenges unique to our
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region, including the great
distances that isolate some
members and prevent regular
attendance at fraternity
gatherings, difficulties faced by
enquirers in remote areas, and
the shortage of Spiritual
Assistants, which is strongly felt
among the fraternities.

Tibor and Fr. Stefan listened
carefully and offered valuable
insights and juridical
clarifications,  helping  the
Council understand ways to
navigate these challenges.

The National Council also
presented a detailed account of
the many ways in which it has
been animating and guiding the
national fraternity. A special
note was made of the OFS
Mission of Australia,



whose main objective is to
support  Secular  Franciscan
fraternities and their members
throughout the world. The
Visitors were informed about the
wide range of projects it has
supported in India, Uganda, and
other parts of the world.

During the Visitation, Tibor and
Fr. Stefan had an opportunity to
meet with Bishop Vincent Long
OFM Conv., Bishop of
Parramatta, as a sign of unity
with the local Church. This
positive encounter strengthened
the Visitors’ understanding of
the OFS’ relationship with the
wider ecclesial community.

They also met with the Provincial
Ministers of the First Order, Fr.
Philip  Miscamble OFM, Fr.
Robert Stewart OFM Cap, and Fr.
David Blowey OFM Conv.
(Provincial Delegate).  This
meeting highlighted once again
the important bonds between
the First and Third Orders.
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Tibor and Fr. Stefan, together
with the entire National Council,
also visited the local fraternity in
Leichhardt. They shared a meal
before joining the fraternity
meeting, which turned into a
truly memorable evening filled
with the Franciscan spirit of joy,
warmth, and fraternity.

Another opportunity to connect
came through a national Zoom
gathering, which allowed
members from across Australia
who could not be present in
Sydney to meet with Tibor, Fr.
Stefan, and our National
Minister, Maria. It was a
wonderful chance for those
unable to attend the Chapter in
person to share something of
their own fraternities and feel
part of the wider gathering.

Amidst the many meetings, the
National Council also made time
to share some of Sydney’s
beauty and history with the
international Visitors.

Tibor and Fr. Stefan, with the entire National Council visited the local
fraternity in Leichhardt with Fr. Robert Stewart, OFM Cap Provincial
of the Capuchins in Australia, and Fr. Lam Vu, OFM Cap, current
spiritual assistant of the Leichhardt fraternity.

Together they toured the CBD,
visited St. Mary’s Cathedral, and
prayed at the tomb of St. Mary
MacKillop in North Sydney.

The Fraternal and Pastoral
Visitation concluded on Friday
morning with the Visitors
delivering their report to the
National Council. They expressed
their joy in the life of the OFS in
Australia and shared positive
recommendations, which will be
included in their final written
report.

NATIONAL CHAPTER

With the Visitation complete, the
National Chapter commenced as
delegates from across Australia
gathered in Sydney. After a
fraternal lunch, the Chapter
opened with reports from the
National Minister and Council
members.

Key discussions of the Chapter
included a proposed amendment
to the National Statutes to
ensure that delegate numbers
remain consistent in all Chapters,
whether or not elections are
being held. Another important
decision was the inclusion of a
safeguarding statement, in line
with the wider requirements of
the Church.

On the second day of the
Chapter, the gathering was
enriched by contributions from
our international guests. Fr.
Stefan offered a moving
reflection on the ‘Canticle of the
Creatures’ in this centenary year,
while Tibor gave an insightful
presentation on the priorities of
the General Chapter.



ELECTIONS

The highlight of the Chapter was
the election of the new National
Council. The process ran
smoothly and in good timing,
and it was a joy to see every
position filled. We are pleased to
introduce the new National
Council to you:

Minister: Maria ladanza
(Newton, SA)

Vice-Minister: Tony Bozicevic
(Canberra, ACT)

Secretary: Marie Morrison
(Kellyville, NSW)

Formator: Anthony Saliba (The
Hills, NSW)

Treasurer: Beata Dawidowska-
Gayda (Newton, SA)

Promotions: Leellen Lewis
(Campbelltown, NSW)

Additional positions:

International Councillor: Maria
ladanza

Substitute International
Councillor: Tony Bozicevic

The National Council sincerely thanks all who travelled to Sydney,
many making great sacrifices to attend. Your presence made this
Chapter a true celebration of our Franciscan family.

We also extend our deepest gratitude to Tibor Kauser and Fr. Stefan
Acatrinei. Their fraternal care, wisdom, and encouragement will
remain a great source of strength and inspiration for the OFS in
Australia.

Chapters are always the high point of fraternity life. They allow us to
gather as brothers and sisters, to reflect, to plan, and to bring new life
into our Order. Above all, they remind us that the OFS is a family,
bound together by our Franciscan charism and our shared call to live
the Gospel. We warmly invite all members across Australia to keep
the new National Council in your daily prayers, so that through our
Lord Jesus Christ and in the spirit of St. Francis, we may continue to
serve the fraternity with faith and love.

Please click on the link
below to read the National
Minister’s, and Councillor’s

reports from the 2025
National Elective Chapter.

https://ofsaustralia.org.au
[wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/
T on 1 4m Septombor 2025 2025-National-Elective-
L. s i Chapter-Book.pdf
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Patron: Venerable Jacoba dei Settesoli

Delegates to the 2025 National Chapter


https://ofsaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-National-Elective-Chapter-Book.pdf
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-National-Elective-Chapter-Book.pdf
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-National-Elective-Chapter-Book.pdf
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-National-Elective-Chapter-Book.pdf
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-National-Elective-Chapter-Book.pdf

Moments **
of Fraternity * *

The 2025 National Chapter x
in Pictures

The international Visitor's"ﬁ'l'b_or Kau
with the outgoing National Council during the Fraternal &

Dinner with members from the Leichhardt
fraternity

Reguiegcat m Pace

Awen

s ﬂ!ﬁﬁ;uuumu;u;
£ BT "
o | 4

Tibor, FEStefan and Maria linking up with )

e
membersfrom around Australia.via Zoom




Moments
of Fraternity

The 2025 National Chapter
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Around the Regions

News from across Australia

New South Wales & the ACT

Members from NSW & ACT at their regional retreat in August. Tran5|tus of our Hon Father FranC|s commemorated
) with the friars and OFS Leichhardt Fraternity.

The Solemnity of our Holy Father Francis celebrated
with the Capuchin Friars, OFS fraternities and the
faithful.
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= F Left photo: Retreat given
i) ,,. by Fr. Kevin Gonsalves
= OFM Cap on The Canticle

of Creation.

Installation of the new Council for Holy
Spirit Fraternity Kedron. From left to
right, Jim Kearney (Minister), Damian
(Formator) Alby (Secretary), Adrian
(Promotions) and Joshua (Treasurer).
Larry Cox (Vice Minister) (not in photo).

Above photo: Monthly fraternity meeting
of the Cairns fraternity. 6



South Australia
'

The Newton Fraternity in Adelaide recently hosted a Promotions and Information Day, which brought together
members and friends of the OFS. Fr. John Spiteri, OFM Cap offered a reflection on Franciscan Spirituality,
encouraging all present to live with humility, joy, and love.

Extra' Extra! Photos ﬁ'om Chapter
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MISSION OF AUSTRALIA

Supporting Felix in Malawi

In late 2024, the OFS Mission received a request
from Felix Hermes Ndagwiransonga, a professed
Secular Franciscan from Malawi, as well as their OFS
National Secretary. Felix had been studying for a
Master’s degree in Educational Psychology and
managed to cover about half of his tuition fees.
However, he struggled to raise the remaining funds
and was unable to complete his course until the
balance was paid.

The OFS Mission was pleased to assist Felix with the
remaining sum of his tuition bill. His studies will
directly benefit the Secular Franciscan fraternity in
Malawi through stronger formation programs,
sustainable development initiatives, and support
for local projects.

In September this year, Felix wrote to share the
wonderful news that he has now graduated, thanks

to the support we were able to provide.

We sincerely thank all our donors who contribute to

our national missions, making it possible for us to
assist Felix in his endeavours. Please continue to
keep Felix, his family, and the fraternities of Malawi
in your prayers.

Felix shared his story with us, and we are pleased to
make it available for you to read.

Dear OFS Australia,

| am Felix Hermes Ndagwiransonga, born in 1975,
and a second born in a family of two children, a girl
and a boy. My sister born in 1973, unfortunately
passed on in 1996.

| am married with six children, two sons and four
daughters. | am residing in Blantyre, Soche-Misesa,
praying at St. Mary’s-Namame Catholic Church in
Blantyre Archdiocese.

My current highest academic qualification is
Bachelors of Education degree, but soon with God’s
permission, it will be Master’s degree.

| am teacher educator at Montfort SNE College in
the Visual Impairment department. We train
teachers who upon completion they become
specialist teachers who teaches learners with
diverse needs in an inclusive setting.

| am a Professed Secular Franciscan and a National
Secretary of the SFO-Malawi. | joined SFO in 2003
and professed in 2006.

Currently, | am enthusiastic with developing and
implementing SFO-Malawi developmental agenda
towards becoming self-reliant Franciscans through
education and agriculture sectors.

| write to express my appreciation on the financial
assistance you have donated towards payment of
my tuition fees. The money was enough for the
tuition fees balance. | am failing to select a better
word to express my jovial mood | am in. The only
word | can say is “ZIKOMO” (Thank You). May
almighty God B L
continue to bless | L_
the OFS Mission of =
Australia.

Pax et bonum,
Felix Hermes
Ndagwiransonga




A Grotto for Our Lady in Uganda

Earlier this year, the OFS Mission of Australia
received a request from Fr. Felix Bidokuber of St.
John Paul Il Kango Catholic Parish in the Diocese of
Nebbi, Uganda. The parish community had long
desired to build a grotto dedicated to Our Lady, a
place of prayer and devotion where the Rosary
could be prayed in dignity and peace. While the
faithful had already sacrificed to purchase a statue
of Mary, they needed further support to complete
the grotto itself.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the OFS
Mission was happy to provide assistance, and the
project has now been successfully completed. The
grotto was built with care and dedication, and
today it stands as a permanent shrine where the
local faithful gather daily to pray, honour Mary, and
entrust their lives to God’s care.

The parishioners are already making full use of the
grotto, praying the Rosary together and coming as
families and small Christian communities to seek
Mary’s intercession. For many in this poor and
refugee-serving region, the grotto has become not
only a place of prayer but also a source of
encouragement and hope.

In the words of St. Francis of Assisi, who entrusted
himself to Mary’s guidance, this project reflects the
Franciscan spirit of love and devotion to Our Lady.
We give thanks to God, to Fr. Felix and Fr. Patrick
Berochan (parish priest), and above all to our
generous supporters who made this possible.

Please keep the parishioners of St. John Paul I
Kango in your prayers as they continue to grow in
faith around their new grotto.
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DIRECT DEPOSIT MAIL CHEQUES TO:
Secular Franciscan Order Beata Dawidowska OFS
Mission of Australia National Treasurer
BSB: 064151 PO Box 6159

Account No: 1046 4628 Burton SA 5110

Reference: Your full name

For further information:
Tony Bozicevic OFS
Mission Coordinator

mission@ofsaustralia.org.au
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=

£ %Z&éfca/?/
@ﬂéa{y/ 6?%@:5{%)/
PO\

Secular Franciscans

/Wq¢%y/%f3@u

1. Pray with us

OFS members around Australia are invited to
join our national prayer apostolate, the
Franciscan Rosary Crusade. Please contact your
Regional Ministers to join the list.

2. Send your prayer intentions

Please visit our website at
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-crusade/
and let us pray for your intentions.

FRANCISCAN CENTENARY

1T

CENTENARIO FRANCISCANO

FRANCISCAN
CENTENARIES

To stay updated on the latest news and
documents related to the ongoing celebration of
the Franciscan centenaries, please visit the
official Franciscan Centenary website.

The Christmas of Greccio
2023

The Sti ta2024 The Canﬁdez\:&legle Creatures

--4 SAN FRANCESCO
—4 1226-2026

COMITATO NAZIONALE

PER LA CELERRAZIONE DELI'OTTAY0 CENTERARIO
DELLA MORTE D1 SAN FRANCESCD I ASSIS

https://www.centenarifrancescani.org/index.php/en/

CIOFS NEWSLETTERS
KOINONIA Newsletter

VOX Franciscana

https://ciofs.info/wp-

content/uploads/2025/07/Koinonia-02 2025 English.pdf

https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/issue-no-2-2024/

Donations

Donations to the Secular Franciscan Order are
greatly appreciated, and we thank you for your
generosity. Please send your donations via
electronic online banking

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.

BSB: 064-151: Account No: 1046 2163

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

Facebook
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia

CONTACT US

National Council of Australia:
national@ofsaustralia.org.au

NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au
Queensland: gld@ofsaustralia.org.au
Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

The Southern Tau Newsletter is produced by the
National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order
Australia.

Please send news, articles, photos, etc. for
inclusion in the national newsletter to
national@ofsaustralia.org.au
Articles longer than one page may be edited.
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