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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
It is hard to realise that we are 
halfway through the Jubilee. 
Given the range of conflicts, 
challenges and difficulties 
which people are 
experiencing around the 
world, it is perhaps 
providential that Pope Francis’ 
theme for the Jubilee is Hope. 
“Spes Non Confundit” – “Hope 
does not disappoint’’ (Rom 
5:5) reflects on hope as a 
theological virtue rooted in 
faith and love, offering 
strength and resilience. 
 
For us as Secular 
Franciscans, there are some 
key points which we can 
reflect and act on as we live 
our Franciscan vocation. 
 
Hope is born from faith in 
God's unconditional love and 
trust in His presence and 
promises. It sustains life, 
brings peace, and motivates 
action even when outcomes 
are uncertain. 

We too can embody hope in 
our daily lives, inspired by 
Saint Francis’ trust in God and  
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are called to be peace 
makers, promoting 
harmony among people 
and communities.  
 
In conclusion, the Year of 
Hope is an invitation for us 
as Secular Franciscans to 
deepen our commitment to 
living the Gospel 
embodying hope and 
serving as instruments of 
peace and mercy in our 
communities following the 
examples of St Francis and 
St Clare. 

Fraternally in St Francis, 
 
Maria Iadanza ofs 
National Minister 

 

his joyful embrace of creation. 
The Jubilee offers an 
opportunity to deepen their 
faith and commitment to living 
the Gospel. 

The document highlights the 
importance of patience and 
simplicity, values central to 
Franciscan spirituality. As 
Secular Franciscans we can 
reflect on our way of life, and 
cultivate a deeper sense of 
peace and trust in God. 
 
Saint Francis’ Canticle of the 
Creatures is mentioned as a 
model for appreciating 
creation. Secular 
Franciscans, as stewards of 
the environment, can renew 
their commitment to 
ecological justice and care for 
the earth. 
 
The Jubilee also emphasises 
tangible signs of hope, such 
as caring for the poor, the sick, 
and the marginalised.  We are 
encouraged to engage in acts 
of service and mercy following 
St Francis’ example of 
compassion and solidarity.  
 
Another key message is a call 
for peace and unity in which 
we as Secular Franciscans 
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Queensland 

Queensland 

(Above) Congratulations to the newly elected Regional 
Council of Queensland which was formally installed at 
the conclusion of their Chapter on June 22. (L-R) 
Domenica Tsang, promotions; Sophia Denis, Vice-
minister; Damian Perrin, Formation; Carmel Haley, 
Treasurer; Joan Hanley, Minister; Maria Iadanza 
National Minister; Jim Kearney, Secretary; Fr Robert 
Stewart Capuchin Provincial Minister.  
(Below) Delegates of the Chapter together with the new 
Regional Council.  
 
 

(Below) Queensland Regional Council members together 
with the National Visitors enjoying their lunch break. 

Members of the emerging fraternity in Cairns during 
their retreat. (L-R) Vivian Phua, Bernadette Phua, Jan 
Corcoran, Fr Kevin Gonsalvez, Mary Holland, Joan Hanley, 
Fr Nathan McKay, Sherry Jones, Therese Coyle, Lee 
Bennett, Heather Mumme. Front: Honey the dog. 
 
 
 South Australia 

(Above and below) Members of the Newton fraternity in 
Adelaide on their annual retreat, led by Fr Robert Stewart 
OFM Cap, Provincial Minister 



  

NSW & the ACT 

(Below) Members of the Newton fraternity participating 
in the 76th annual Marian Procession in Adelaide 

(Above) Members of the Leichhardt fraternity at the 
conclusion of their Chapter held on May 25. (Below) 
Congratulations to Ray Rinaldi (back row 3rd from right) 
who was professed into the Campbelltown fraternity on 
May 18.  

(Above) The inaugural OFS 10 km pilgrimage from 
Leichhardt to the tomb of St Mary of the Cross McKillop. 
(Below) The annual Day of Reflection held at Penrose 
Park featuring the Canticle of the Creatures.  

(Above) Fraternities from across NSW & ACT joined 
20,000 Catholics for the annual Corpus Christi parade. 
(Below) Formators from around the region united in 
Kellyville for a formation workshop on June 21.  



  

 

November 17: A Day to  
Remember Our Own 

A new international Franciscan event is here—and it 
starts with us. 

Starting this year, November 17 will be marked 
annually as the International Day of Secular 
Franciscan Solidarity. Inspired by the charity of St 
Elizabeth of Hungary, this day reminds us that charity 
begins in the family—and within our own Franciscan 
family. While there are many people and communities 
in need around us, we can sometimes lose sight of 
those closest to us: our own brothers and sisters in the 
Order, who may be quietly struggling and in need of 
care, support, or encouragement.  

This day is a mission for the whole fraternity—a time to 
strengthen our Franciscan family by caring for those 
among us who are in need. When we reach out in 
solidarity to support, accompany, and encourage our 
struggling brothers and sisters, we deepen the bonds 
that unite us and give life to the spirit of true fraternity. 

WHAT CAN FRATERNITIES DO? 

• Identify members in need and offer practical support 
• Visit isolated or unwell fraternity members 
• Organise a collection for a struggling fraternity 
• Send care packages  
• Reach out to a sister fraternity with few resources 

This day is for them! 

Our acts of love and charity are not just good works—
they are part of our Franciscan formation. When we 
serve others with compassion, we are being formed 
into the people God calls us to be. This is formation in 
action: growing in faith, deepening our vocation, and 
becoming more united as a fraternity through the way 
we love. 

This is the beginning of an annual tradition 
of Franciscan solidarity—not just in name, but in action. 
Let us make November 17 a day when no fraternity 
feels forgotten, and no member stands alone. 
 
Click HERE to read the letter from the OFS Minister 
General, Tibor Kauser. 
 
 
 

A Day of Secular Franciscan Solidarity 
 

Need more ideas? 
1. Identify and support members experiencing 
financial hardship 

2. Visit sick, elderly, or isolated members at home, 
in hospital, or in aged care. 

3. Provide transportation to fraternity meetings, 
Mass, or retreats for those with mobility issues. 

4. Prepare and deliver meals to overwhelmed or 
unwell members. 

5. Help with practical needs like gardening, 
housework, or minor repairs for struggling 
members. 

6. Fundraise for a local OFS fraternity in difficulty. 

7. Offer digital or tech help to elderly members. 

8. Send care packages, cards, or phone calls to 
members who are grieving, lonely, or discouraged. 

9. Organise a prayer chain or special time of 
intercession for fraternity members in crisis. 

10. Personally invite inactive or disconnected 
members back into fraternity life. 

11. Encourage and assist members to attend 
Regional Retreats or Chapters. 

12. Organise an inter-fraternity visit  

13. Organise a fraternity Zoom prayer and social 
gathering to connect members across distances. 

14. Host a fraternity meeting at the home of a 
member who is unable to travel. 

15. Start or join a fraternity prayer network, sharing 
intentions regularly among fraternities. 

16. Celebrate the fraternity—host a shared meal or 
gathering for all local members on November 

 17. Honour long-standing or elderly members with 
a special tribute or shared memories. 

18. Create a fraternity newsletter. 

19. Form a care team in each fraternity or region to 
check in on those who are struggling. 

20. Offer formation on the meaning of solidarity as 
part of the fraternity’s spiritual growth. 

 

https://ofsaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Solidarity.pdf


  

 
You may have already heard the unfortunate news 
that the long-awaited International Chapter of Mats, 
originally planned for 2024 and then postponed to 
2026, has now been officially cancelled. Despite great 
efforts, the International Council of the OFS (CIOFS) 
could not overcome major logistical and financial 
obstacles, including the high costs of venues, medical 
and security requirements, and other complex 
demands placed by Italian authorities. The dream of 
gathering the whole worldwide Franciscan family in 
Rome has, for now, been set aside. 

But this doesn’t mean we in Australia must miss the 
moment. 

The National Council of OFS Australia is already 
looking ahead and is proposing a national 
pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi in October 2026, to 
mark the 800th anniversary of the passing of St 
Francis of Assisi. 

Imagine being in Assisi — the very place where our 
spiritual father lived, prayed, and died — on October 
4th, the Feast of St Francis. To walk the streets he 
walked. To celebrate Mass in the Basilica. To stand in 
silent prayer at his tomb. To be there together, as 
Secular Franciscans from Australia, sharing fraternity, 
joy, and renewal. 

This would not be a pilgrimage for individuals only — 
but a fraternal journey, a national expression of our 
shared vocation. Details are still to be worked out, but 
we are inviting all OFS members to express their 
interest now, so we can begin planning in earnest. 

This would be a once-in-a-lifetime experience. And 
we would love for you to be part of it. 

Please let your Regional Minister or the National 
Council know as soon as possible if you are 
interested in joining this pilgrimage. Your response 
will help us determine the scale and feasibility of the 
trip. 

Let us turn disappointment into hope — and make this 
pilgrimage a powerful witness of our living Franciscan 
vocation. 

 

 

Pilgrimage to  
Assisi and Rome  

in 2026 

To read the full letter from CIOFS regarding the 
cancellation of the Chapter of Mats, click the 
link below:" https://bit.ly/4dEN2lB 

Transitus 2026 

 

 

Over the past few years, Franciscans 
across the world have been marking a 
remarkable series of 800th anniversaries: 
the Earlier Rule (1221), the Later Rule 
(1223), the Stigmata (1224), and the 
Canticle of the Creatures (1225). In 2026 we 
come to the high point of these 
celebrations—the 800th anniversary of St 
Francis’s Transitus to heaven.  

This moment is not just a commemoration; 
it’s a celebration of our shared Franciscan 
identity. The Transitus, marked each year 
on October 3, recalls the peaceful death of 
St Francis, embraced with joy, trust, and 
love for God. 

Let us come together—fraternities large and 
small—to honour this milestone in 
thanksgiving for the gift of St Francis and his 
enduring presence in our lives and world. 

 
 

https://bit.ly/4dEN2lB
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Prinosca Completes Her  
Medical Studies 

We are delighted to share the joyful news 
that Prinosca Barretto, whom the OFS Mission 
of Australia has supported over the past four 
years, has successfully completed her studies 
at the Father Muller Medical College of Allied 
Health Sciences in Mangalore, India. 

Prinosca has now graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in Anaesthesia Technology and 
Operation Theatre Technology. Throughout her 
course, she showed strong commitment and 
determination, overcoming the many 
challenges faced by her family, who live in 
poverty and ill health. Her parents are both 
Secular Franciscans, and it was through their 
humble request, supported by the local 
Capuchin friars, that we were introduced to 
Prinosca’s story. 

Let us continue to pray for Prinosca as she 
steps forward to serve others with the 
knowledge and skills she has gained. With a 
grateful heart, she has written to thank the OFS 
Mission for its generosity and support. 

 

DIRECT DEPOSIT 
Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB: 064151  
Account No: 1046 4628  
Reference: Your full name 
 

   
MAIL CHEQUES TO:  
Beata Dawidowska OFS  
National Treasurer 
PO Box 6159  
Burton SA 5110 

For further information: 
Tony Bozicevic OFS 
Mission Coordinator 
mission@ofsaustralia.org.au  
 

Dear Benefactors, 
 
I'm writing to convey my profound gratitude for 
the generous sponsorship, which has allowed me 
to pursue my education. The support you 
provided has not only freed me of financial 
burden, but it has also pushed me to strive 
harder to achieve my academic goals. 
 
I am pleased to inform you that I completed the 
three-year B.Sc. Anaesthesia and Operation 
Theatre Technology course and graduated in 
March 2024. 
 
In February 2025 I also completed my one-year 
internship at Father Muller Medical College 
Hospital in Mangalore, India. Things are going 
well, and I've been doing a lot of practical work.  
 
My four-year undergraduate journey was truly 
transformative. The opportunity to learn from 
experienced professionals and gain hands-on 
experience in hospitals, particularly in operation 
theatre, has not only deepened my understanding 
of the field but also instilled in me a passion for 
lifelong learning. Throughout this journey, I’ve 
developed a profound respect for patients and 
their stories, and I’m grateful for the privilege of 
being a part of their healthcare team.  
 
I thank God for the gift of life and the opportunity 
to make a positive impact on the lives of others 
and look forward to continuing to help people in 
need. 
 
Thank you once again for your unwavering 
support and for making a significant impact on 
my life. 
 
Warm Regards 
Prinosca Barretto 

mailto:mission@ofsaustralia.org.au


 

 
	

	
	

 

CONTACT US 

National Council of Australia:  
national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

Donations 
	

Donations	 to	 the	 Secular	 Franciscan	 Order	 are	
greatly	 appreciated,	 and	 we	 thank	 you	 for	 your	
generosity.	 Please	 send	 your	 donations	 via	
electronic	online	banking	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 :  Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

 NOTICES 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

This Newsletter is produced by the National 
Council of the Secular Franciscan Order 

Australia. 
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for 

inclusion in the national newsletter to 
national@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 

CIOFS NEWSLETTERS 
 

KOINONIA Newsletter 
 

VOX Franciscana 

https://bit.ly/3tvXoBx  
https://bit.ly/42emYbW  

1. Pray with us 
 
OFS members around Australia are invited to 
join our national prayer apostolate, the 
Franciscan Rosary Crusade. Please contact 
your Regional Ministers to join the list. 
 
2. Send your prayer intentions  
 
Please visit our website at  
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-crusade/ 
and let us pray for your intentions 
 
 
Franciscan  
Centenary 
As part of the ongoing celebration of the 
Franciscan centenaries, new formation material 
has been uploaded to our website. Please also 
visit the official Franciscan Centenary website for 
more news and feature articles.  

https://bit.ly/3RLwr60  https://bit.ly/46I88uF 
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