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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Peace and all good! 

We find ourselves in the heart 
of Lent — a sacred time of 
grace and renewal. Lent 
invites us to pause, to listen 
deeply, and to return to the 
Lord with all our hearts. As 
Secular Franciscans, this 
season offers us an 
opportunity to reflect on the 
promises we made at our 
Profession and to ask: How 
are we being transformed by 
the Gospel we profess to live? 

St Francis, in his own Lenten 
practice, would retreat in 
silence and solitude, often 
withdrawing to places like La 
Verna, where he prayed with 
intensity and fasting. He did 
this not as an obligation, but 
out of a profound desire to be 
united more fully with Christ. 

We, too, are called to 
rediscover this desire — not 
merely to give up something, 
but to make space for God to 
act in our lives. 

The Church gives us three 
pillars for Lent: prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. While these 
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another in the spirit of 
penance and joy. Let us 
embrace silence, not as 
emptiness, but as the 
space where God speaks. 
And let us remember that 
Lent is not a season of 
sorrow, but one of hope — 
a hope that prepares our 
hearts to receive the light 
of Christ more fully. 

May this Lent be a time of 
true conversion, simplicity, 
and joy for each of us and 
for our fraternities. 

Fraternally in St Francis, 

 
Maria Iadanza ofs 
National Minister 

 

are familiar to us, they take on 
new depth when lived 
intentionally in fraternity. 

• In prayer, are we 
deepening our 
personal relationship 
with Christ and 
interceding for our 
brothers and sisters? 

• In fasting, are we 
opening our hearts to 
conversion and 
humility, not just in food 
but in attitude and 
action? 

• In almsgiving, are we 
giving not only our 
resources but our time, 
our presence, and our 
listening? 

One simple act of 
almsgiving this Lent may 
be to reach out to a brother 
or sister in our fraternity 
who we haven’t seen in 
some time. A visit, a phone 
call, or a word of 
encouragement can be a 
powerful sign of Christ’s 
love and our fraternal 
communion. 

As we continue through this 
Lenten journey, let us walk 
it together, supporting one 
LLL 
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Queensland 

Queensland 

The emerging fraternity in Cairns celebrated the Rite 
of Admission of Vivian Phua and a Welcome 
Ceremony for Therese Cole on 27th February. (left 
to right) Sherry Jones, Therese Coyle, Fr Nathan 
McKay, Suzanne Bayliss, Vivian Phua, Marina 
Schaefer, Irma Morzone, and Lee Bennett. 

 
New South Wales 

& the ACT 

(Above) The Wynnum fraternity held a Welcome 
Ceremony for Matthew Watson on February 23. He 
is joined by Sophia Denis (Formator) and Carmel 
Haley (Minister) 
 
(Below) At the same event the fraternity also held a 
Rite of Admission for Elizabeth Boldy. (Left to right) 
Sophia Denis, Elizabeth Boldy, Fr John Cooper and 
Carmel Haley. 

On March 15-16 the Kedron fraternity received a 
Pastoral and Fraternal Visitation from Queensland 
Regional Minister, Joan Hanley, and Regional 
Spiritual Assistant, Fr John Cooper.  

(Above) The Warrawong fraternity was pleased to elect 
a new council at their Elective Chapter on February 23. 
(Below) Congratulations to Martin Apap and Brett Beath 
who were professed into the Leichhardt fraternity on 
February 23 
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Continuing Our Mission Support  
in Uganda 

Since 2022, the OFS Mission of Australia has 
built strong ties with the Padre Pio Fraternity in 
Uganda. After initially funding a hairdressing 
salon to provide sustainable income for OFS 
members, the Mission continued its support in 
2024 by sponsoring the school fees of fifteen 
YouFra students. 

We are pleased to share that this year, we have 
continued our support by sponsoring five 
primary and five high school students 
connected to the same fraternity. These young 
people, many of whom come from single-parent 
households, are raised by grandparents, or are 
orphans, show great dedication to their faith and 
parish life despite their difficult circumstances.  

Education is a powerful tool to break the cycle 
of poverty, and through your generous 
contributions, we are helping to build a brighter 
future for these young Franciscans. The 
fraternity in Uganda has expressed deep 
gratitude for this ongoing support, which covers 
their school fees for each of the country’s three 
academic terms. Thank you for walking 
alongside us in this mission of hope and 
solidarity. 

 

 

A Marian Grotto for Kango  
Catholic Parish 

The OFS Mission of Australia is happy to 
support a new project in the Nebbi Catholic 
Diocese of Uganda: the construction of a Grotto 
dedicated to Our Lady at St. John Paul I Kango 
Catholic Parish. Located in the remote West Nile 
region, this parish serves over 18,000 Catholics 
across 17 chapels and more than 120 Small 
Christian Communities, including outreach to 
refugee settlements along the border. 

Since its founding in 2001, the parish has never 
had a grotto or dedicated space for Marian 
devotion. Yet the faithful, guided by their love for 
Our Lady and the rosary, have long felt the 
absence of such a sacred space. Through the 
dedication and generosity of the local 
community, a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
was purchased—laying the foundation for the 
next step: building her grotto. 

With the leadership of Fr. Felix Bidokuber, 
chaplain and assistant to the parish priest, and 
the support of Fr. Patrick Berochan, the parish is 
now seeking help to construct a modest yet 
dignified grotto. This sacred space will be a 
place for prayer, especially for reciting the 
rosary, reflecting the spirit of St. Francis of 
Assisi, who placed his order under Mary’s 
protection and encouraged devotion to her. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to walk 
alongside our brothers and sisters in Uganda in 
bringing this dream to life, and we thank our 
supporters whose generosity makes this mission 
work possible. Construction of the grotto will 
begin immediately, and further updates will be 
provided as progress develops. 
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The National Council and our members 
continue to support Well4Africa, which provides 
clean water to poor communities across Africa. 
In 2024, a major project in Bambui, Cameroon, 
brought safe water to hundreds of children, and 
work is underway in Weini, Ghana. Thanks to 
donations from fraternities and benefactors, 13 
projects have been completed since 2018. Let’s 
keep supporting this vital Franciscan mission 
through prayer, fundraising, and ongoing 
generosity. 
	
Click	here	to	read	the	full	Annual	Report. 

 
National Council  
Summary Report 

	
The National Council held its first meeting for 
2025 in February, discussing a range of 
important matters including spiritual assistance, 
upcoming national and regional events, 
fraternity changes, safeguarding, and ongoing 
projects such as the OFS prayer book and the 
Canticle of the Creatures celebrations. 
Members are encouraged to stay informed, 
pray for one another, and participate actively in 
the life of the Order. 
	
	Click	here	to	read	the	full	report. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we continue our Lenten journey, Tibor 
Kauser, our General Minister, invites us to 
embrace this sacred season not as one of 
sorrow, but as a joyful journey of renewal and 
reconciliation. Drawing inspiration from Saint 
Francis, who cherished Lent as a time of deep 
reflection and preparation, we are encouraged 
to examine our thoughts, words, actions, and 
omissions—both individually and within our 
fraternities—as we seek to align ourselves 
more fully with God’s will.  
 
Click here to read the full message 
 

 News From the National Website 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The International Council of the Secular 
Franciscan Order (CIOFS) has made available 
a set of intercessions for the Liturgy of the 
Hours, thoughtfully prepared by the 
Commission for the Cause of the Saints and 
approved by the CIOFS Presidency. These 
intercessions are intended to enrich our 
spiritual life and may be used during individual 
prayer or incorporated into fraternal gatherings. 
They offer a beautiful way to unite in prayer with 
the wider Franciscan family, especially as we 
reflect on the lives and virtues of those on the 
path to sainthood within our Order. 
 
Click here to download the Intercessory prayers 

https://ofsaustralia.org.au/featured/wells4africa-annual-report-2/
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-February-NC-Summary-1.pdf
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/featured/lent-a-message-from-the-minister-general/
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/ciofs-news/intercessions-for-liturgy-of-the-hours/
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Secular Franciscan Order  

Mission of Australia 
Lenten Appeal 

Help us help others this Lent by 
making a donation to the  
Secular Franciscan Order  

Mission of Australia. 
 

With your generosity our Mission has assisted 
struggling Secular Franciscan families in Goa, aided 
Franciscan sisters in Haiti, helped build a home for 

the elderly in Principe, built drinking wells in 
Africa, funded a hair salon to employ Secular 

Franciscan women in Uganda, sponsor the daughter 
of Secular Franciscan parents in Goa, and more.  

Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving 

$20 $50 $100 
DIRECT DEPOSIT 
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Mission of Australia 
BSB: 064151  
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 Meet our Members 

Saron Mengs Weldu 
(Launceston fraternity) 

 

 
a profound conversion, joining The Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity there, which brought 
significant change to my life. My faith, which 
once felt like a personal routine, transformed 
into a deep commitment that influences my 
daily prayers, work, and relationships. 
 
I was professed in October 2021 in Saint 
Anthony fraternity, Khartoum, Sudan. My 
journey into the Secular Franciscan Order 
was inspired by my father, who was also a 
devoted member. His unwavering faith and 
dedication to prayer guided me to this 
fraternity, where I found spiritual growth and 
strength. 
 
Being a Secular Franciscan means living the 
Gospel values in everyday life—at home, at 
work, and in my fraternity. I have learned to 
embrace challenges with faith and to find 
holiness in the simple moments of daily life. 
The grace I received through my profession 
helps me stay steadfast in my faith, even in 
times of trials. 
 
One of the most important lessons I have 
learned from St. Francis is to remain steadfast 
in my purpose. No matter how difficult the 
journey, I strive to walk toward the light, 
embracing my calling. My faith continues to 
shape my life, and as I grow in my Franciscan 
journey, I hope to live each day with greater 
devotion and service. 
 

Feven Adhana Zeremariam 
(Launceston fraternity) 

 

 
moved to Australia on my own. I am currently 
studying for a Bachelor of Information and 
Technology Communications at University of 
Tasmania while working casual jobs to 
support my living expenses.  
 
I was professed in October 2019 in Saint 
Anthony fraternity, Khartoum, Sudan. To me, 
being Secular Franciscan is a journey of living 
a life that is pleasing to the Lord, following in 
the footsteps of Saint Francis. Inspired by the 
three Franciscan vows Poverty, Chastity and 
Obedience, I feel drawn closer to Christ, our 
saviour, who is the centre of my life. In 
moments of weakness, through life’s ups and 
downs, Saint Francis serves as my model 
reminding me to kneel before the cross and 
surrender everything to the Lord, trusting his 
guidance and clarity. Every morning, I praise 
God for his blessing and ask my patron, Saint 
Francis, to help me live the life I am called to 
as a Secular Franciscan. 
 
Becoming part of the fraternity has made me 
feel accompanied by a family. They are the 
source of my strength and an inspiration for 
my Franciscan life. I have learned so much 
from them and continue to grow in faith. I have 
never felt lonely because Jesus is with me, 
wherever I am. I desire nothing in my life 
where the Lord is not glorified. May the Lord 
be praised in all things! Through his grace, I 
walk this journey with faith, love, and humility. 
 
 

I was born in Eritrea in 
1998. The first child of my 
Catholic family, I grew up 
there until 2018. That 
year, I began my journey 
as a refugee, first moving 
to Ethiopia and then to 
Khartoum, Sudan, where 
I lived for three years. 
After a year of spiritual 
searching, I experienced  
 

I was born in Eritrea, 
East Africa, and 
raised in a small 
Catholic family of 
three. I am the middle 
child among my three 
siblings. In August 
2018, I migrated to 
Sudan where I lived 
as a refugee there for 
four years. In 
November 2022 I 
LLLL 
 



 

 
	

	
	

 

CONTACT US 

National Council of Australia:  
national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

Donations 
	

Donations	 to	 the	 Secular	 Franciscan	 Order	 are	
greatly	 appreciated,	 and	 we	 thank	 you	 for	 your	
generosity.	 Please	 send	 your	 donations	 via	
electronic	online	banking	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 :  Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

 NOTICES 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

This Newsletter is produced by the National 
Council of the Secular Franciscan Order 

Australia. 
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for 

inclusion in the national newsletter to 
national@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 

CIOFS NEWSLETTERS 
 

KOINONIA Newsletter 
 

VOX Franciscana 

https://bit.ly/3tvXoBx  
https://bit.ly/42emYbW  

 

Rosary Crusade 
 Secular Franciscans 

praying for you 
 

Franciscan 

1. Pray with us 
 
OFS members around Australia are invited to 
join our national prayer apostolate, the 
Franciscan Rosary Crusade. Please contact 
your Regional Ministers to join the list. 
 
2. Send your prayer intentions  
 
Please visit our website at  
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-crusade/ 
and let us pray for your intentions 
 
 
Franciscan  
Centenary 
As part of the ongoing celebration of the 
Franciscan centenaries, new formation material 
has been uploaded to our website. Please also 
visit the official Franciscan Centenary website for 
more news and feature articles.  

https://bit.ly/3RLwr60  https://bit.ly/46I88uF 
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