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National Minister’s Message 
 
Pax et Bonum, 

As we journey through this time of Lent, a time of conversion, 
drawing us even closer to our loving Lord I ask you again to reflect 
on your vocation.    

Rule 7 states:  
“United by their vocation as ‘brothers and sisters of 
penance’, and motivated by the dynamic power of the 
Gospel, let them conform to their thoughts and deeds to 
those of Christ by means of that radical interior change 
which the Gospel itself calls ‘conversion.’ Human frailty 
makes it necessary that this conversion is carried out 
daily”. 

 Rule 12 states: 
“Witnessing to the good yet to come and obliged to acquire purity of heart because of 
the vocation they have embraced, they should set themselves free to love God and their 
brothers and sisters”.  

We are called to walk in love with our fellow brothers and sisters, accepting each member as they 
are, always remembering the living Christ within each one.  We must always be aware that we can 
only change ourselves. We remember each member of our Fraternity is a gift and that they bring their 
own uniqueness. 

These words of St Francis challenge us: 
         “Blessed is the servant who loves and respects his brother as much as when he is far away                       
         from him as when he is with him and would not say anything behind his back that he would  
         not say with charity in his presence.” 

Our vocation is an absolute gift to be treasured. May we continue the journey from Gospel to life 
and life to Gospel guided by the Holy Spirit. 

May we thank our loving God for the wonderful gift he has given us, our vocation, of belonging to 
the Secular Franciscan Order. As we enter Holy Week I take the opportunity to wish you and your 
families a very blessed and happy Easter. 
 
Lola Kelly OFS 

 

Celebrating 
800 years 

 

1221-2021 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 
OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 
Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always remember 
our members who have gone before us. 
 

	
	
	
	
	

 NOTICES 
                             Trilogy 

 
The new “Trilogy” contains the 
“The Rule and Commentary”, 
“The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” 
  
Please contact Larry Cox to order 
your copy:  
richardlarry.cox@gmail.com 
 
Payments should to be made to the 
National Treasurer, Larry Cox  

VOX Franciscana 
 
 
 Download	the	Summer	
edition	of	the	CIOFS	
news	magazine	‘VOX	
Franciscana’	
https://ciofs.info/news
/vox-franciscana/	
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
 

2021 Annual theme: 
 Family Commission 

 
The sixth instalment of material, from the 
CIOFS family commission, to all local 
 fraternities to continue 
reflecting on the family 
as we were invited to do 
during the 2014 General 
Chapter. 

 
POVERTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Download the  
Autumn edition 

 

https://bit.ly/3fboeWv 
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
This is a wonderful time of the year, in Queensland, the weather is ideal, and 
restrictions are minimal. Our fraternities have been meeting normally, taking 
the required precautions. 

 
The Queensland Regional Council last met on 16th January, and preparations are now 
being organised for our Regional Non-elective Chapter on May 30, at Kedron. A Regional 
Reflection Day will occur on August 7th, at The Fort at Oxley. Members of the Third Order 
of St Francis (Anglican) are being invited to join us on the day together with Bishop 
Godfrey Fryar, an Anglican Third Order member. 
 
Queemsland Region has organised a few laminated posters for our 800-year celebrations, 
and A4 paper copies will be distributed into parishes. Another Regional fund-raising 
activity is on track with numerous prizes to be drawn at our Regional Reflection Day in 
August. 
 
The Cairns evolving group met again on 25th February, with a reflection day to be held on 
March 20, with Fr Robert OFM Cap presenting. More enquirers have emerged and more 
Trilogy and Journey books are being despatched to Cairns. It is a sense of joy for all 
concerned. The Guardian Angels Fraternity Minister has written welcoming letters to those 
people who have been welcomed into the Cairns evolving group.  
 
The Holy Spirit Fraternity met again on 21 February, with Mass. Fr Joseph’s research into 
the 100 years of Secular Franciscan Presence in Australia - Catholic Press, 1 September 
1921, from the Freeman’s Journal, 25 August 1921 by Fr Cobb, and from the Freeman’s 
Journal 15 September 1921, was made available. 
 
Two Holy Spirit Fraternity members have finalised their formation, and have written letters 
to the council requesting profession, which is now being organised. 
 
Take care and blessings.  
 

 
New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 
The first regional event for the year will be a Day of Reflection to be held in 
Lake Macquarie on May 22. We are pleased to welcome Fr Joe McKay who 
will lead the day. More information will be sent out in the regional newsletter. 

 
Late last year, Leellen Lewis and myself from the Regional Council meet with the staff 
from the House of Welcome, which for some years now has been our regional apostolate. 
A cheque for one-thousand dollars was presented on behalf of the region to assist in their 
work. The House of Welcome is in constant need of non-perishable food supplies. With 
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over 400 clients to feed every week their supplies are depleted very quickly. Members are 
reminded of the call to continually support our apostolate throughout the year.  
After a highly interrupted 2020, the region is now busy catching up on several fraternity 
elections which were not able to take place last year, as well as preparing for those 
scheduled for 2021. Plans for celebrating 800 years since the establishment of the Third 
Order are currently underway and will be announced shortly.  
 
The Regional Council wishes all of our members throughout Australia a very holy and 
blessed Easter as we celebrate our Risen Lord Jesus! 
 
 

Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
The region of Victoria continues to recover slowly from the impact of 
lockdown. St Anthony’s Fraternity in Hawthorne has resumed meetings, 
however Springvale and St Pascals fraternities have not yet been given 
any permission to resume meetings on the church premises. 

 
Currently, all of our fraternities have been receiving new enquirers, and we are now 
responding to them in the best way we can, given the continuing disruption to our 
fraternity gatherings.  
 
Zoom continues to be a helpful medium on keeping fraternities connected. We continue 
to provide for our member’s spiritual need by sending out formation material.  
 
The region is also pleased with the formation of our newest OFS emerging fraternity at 
Bairnsdale in eastern regional Victoria, which is being formed by Sandra Tillie OFS. We 
pray the Holy Spirit will continue to guide the people there in the spirit of St Francis. 
 
 

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
The Regional Fraternity held its Non-Elective chapter on 25 November 2020, 
at St Francis Assisi Parish Hall Newton. Due to COVID-19, no food was 
allowed to be consumed on the premises.  
 

The Chapter included discussions on “Instrumentum Laboris.” The questions from this 
document were provided to the delegates beforehand for a better understanding, and 
then discussed on the day. The region’s response was formulated and forwarded to the 
National Council.  
 
The 2020 Regional Retreat which was to be held in November was cancelled due to 
COVID-19. We have now rescheduled it for 23-25 April 2021. Our retreat master will be 
Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap. 
 
The Newton Fraternity’s celebrations for the closing of 2020 was held at the St Francis 
of Assisi School on 20th December. Due to COVID -19, OFS members were only 
permitted to BYO food for self-use, with no sharing. Social distancing was observed. 
During the event, the ‘Stations of Christmas’ were displayed on overheads, with parts 
being played by individual members. This was followed by the renewal of profession. 
The day concluded with Benediction. The day was well attended by OFS Members, 
Capuchin Friars and Brothers, and Christ the King OFS Fraternity. 
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The Franciscan Calendar for 2021, Initiated by Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap, and designed 
by OFS members are available to buy from the piety store and Parish Office.  
  
Newton OFS fraternity are going well thanks be to God, with six candidates, two 
aspirants and one inquirer. Christ the King OFS Fraternity Lockleys have changed their 
Fraternity meeting times to every second Sunday of the Month starting at 2 pm. They 
currently have 2 inquirers.  
 
I am sad to say that Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap has been transferred as the Spiritual 
Assistance, from the OFS Regional Fraternity of SA, as well as the Newton OFS 
Fraternity, as he has a new appointment as National Promotion Director in Sydney. Fr 
John will be sorely missed by all OFS members, as well as St Francis Assisi Parish. Fr 
John’s final Mass was held at Newton Parish on Sunday 27th December 2020. 
 
 

Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister 
Greetings from Western Australia. A meet-up has taken place to follow-up the 
two Inquirers whose contact details came through the National Website, and it 
is hoped that they may attend a Fraternity Meeting. Michael Gillooly was 
admitted into Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity Balcatta on Sunday 21st 
March. We are looking forward to a time of celebration of 800 years of our 

written Rule by gathering for a lunch and an afternoon of reflection on our Rule in May. 
All being well, and borders open, we hope that our Regional Elective Chapter will be 
held at the end of May. I participated in the Zoom Meeting with the National Council on 
27th February to discuss the topic of Servant Leadership.  I was very surprised at how 
effective this tool is being able to bring people together over far and wide distances. 
Wishing you a Happy Easter from the OFS in Western Australia. Praying that we may all 
be awakened ever more deeply to Christ’s love for us. 
	
	
	
	
	 	

Members of the Taree fraternity welcoming their new 
Spiritual Assistant, Fr Joe McKay OFM for the first time 

Congratulations to David Sofatzis who 
was recently admitted into the 
Kellyville fraternity 
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Instrumentum Laboris 
 
 

Since 2017, the International Council of the OFS (CIOFS) has been asking fraternities around 
the world ‘How should an Order like the OFS be managed at all levels?’ The feedback received 
from the national fraternities have now been collated to form the document ‘Instrumentum 
Laboris’ (working Document). Of special importance was the topic of ‘Servant Leadership’, to 
serve according to the example Jesus set as he washed the feet of his disciples.  
 
CIOFS have now given national fraternities a chance to comment on this working document. 
Since late 2020, OFS members from around Australia have been working with their regional 
councils to contribute their response. On March 27th, the National Council held a special Zoom 
meeting with Regional Ministers and their delegates to formulate the national response. During 
this meeting Regional Ministers had the opportunity to put forward comments made by 
members from each of the regional fraternities. The National Council is now working to 
formulate a national response to reflect this feedback. Our national response will be an 
important contribution to the International Chapter to be held in Rome later this year.  
 
The National Council wishes to thank the members, fraternities and Regional Councils for the 
effort made in responding to the request of CIOFS and the National Council. Your important 
contribution will be a positive step forward for our Order.  
 
 

 

Secular Franciscan Order 

1221-2021 
Celebrating 800 Years 

Of Memoriale Propositi & 
The establishment of the 
Third Order Franciscans 
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Let them together and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their 
courageous initiatives – Rule 15, the Rule of Life, Secular Franciscan Order 
 

 

 

MISSION 
Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

MISSION 

Join us in helping make good happen 

Can you help the Secular Franciscans to help the needy? 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB:  064151 
Account No:  0464628 

Mr Larry Cox OFS 
National Treasurer 
35 Tintara Street 
Carseldine QLD 4034 

For further information: 
Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission Coordinator,  
leellen.lewis@gmail.com 

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their 
courageous initiatives—- Chapter 15, The Rule of Life, Secular Franciscan Order 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by: 

DIRECT DEPOSIT  MAIL CHEQUES TO:  For further information: 
Secular Franciscan Order Mr Larry Cox OFS   Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission of Australia  National Treasurer  Mission Coordinator 
BSB: 064151   35 Tintara Street  Leellen.lewis@gmail.com 
Account No: 1046 4628  
 Carseldine QLD 4034   
 

“WELL4AFRICA” 
 
As a Secular Franciscan Order social initiative, 
the project ensures safe drinking water for three 
communities in Uganda, Zimbabwe and Malawi. 
Because of its effectiveness, the Secular 
Franciscan Order has decided “Well4Africa” stay 
as one of its permanent projects. So far, the Order 
has completed six fully implemented water 
projects and has two more under way.  
 
 

The OFS Mission of Australia continues to raise funds for several worthwhile Franciscan projects that 
assist members of the Franciscan family. 
 
Already, the OFS Mission of Australia has assisted the Secular Franciscans working in the marginalised 
communities of Goa, India and those on the Island of Principe of Sao Tome (off the west coast of 
Africa), and we have now commenced supporting the “Well4Africa” project and victims of the Beirut 
explosion of 2020. 
 
 
 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by:

BEIRUT (LEBANON) EXPLOSION 
 
After the devastating explosion of 2,700 tonnes of 
Ammonium Nitrate in the port area of Beirut last year, 200 
people were left dead and more than 7,000 were injured.  In 
addition, 300,000 citizens of Beirut were made homeless. 
Among these victims were Franciscan families. As a gesture 
of fraternal solidarity, the Mission is raising funds to give aid 
to those who have lost everything. 
 
 
The Mission is also considering ways it can assist young, marginalised women to achieve their 
dreams through education because we know that a big part of the solution to escaping the poverty 
cycle is by completing an education and training. 
 
Empowering the marginalised and arming them with all the tools they need to transform their own 
lives out of poverty is something we are all called to participate in as Christians and Franciscans. 
 
The Australian Mission is animated and encouraged by these words from Scripture: “Let us not love 
with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”  1 John 3:18. 
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

 
This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 
Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 

Paul Pio Perazzo 
1846-1911 

 
Paul Pio Perazzo was a 
simple man from Turin, who 
spent most of his adult life 
working on the railways. He 
remained a bachelor his 
whole life, where he found he 
could better serve the Lord. 
 
John found strength from the 
Eucharist and daily adoration.  
He joined the Franciscan 
Third Order in 1875 and 
devoted himself even more 
closely to the Church. 
However, Paul’s love for the 
Church worked against him 
during the anti-Catholic 
culture of the day, and saw 
him faced much 
discrimination, resulting in the 
continual rejection of a pay 
rise, which was being 
received by other workers 
around him. After almost thirty 
years he was moved to a new 
position within the railways, 
however his workload became 
unreasonable, and his 
employers robbed him of his 
holidays. For a period of 
twenty years, he never 
received a promotion nor pay 
rise. After questioning the 
injustice, he was told that the 
government had no money for 
men of prayer. Paul was stood 
down from his work two years 
earlier prior to his retirement.  
 
 

Elizabeth of Austria 
1554-1592 

 
At the age of only fifteen, 
Elizabeth was married to King 
Charles IX of France, making 
her Queen. However, four 
years later when the king 
died, the nineteen-year-old 
resolved to devote her life 
solely to the service of God. 
Shortly after she entered the 
Franciscan Third Order. 
Dressed simply, so as to 
escape all notice, Elizabeth 
regularly visited churches to 
pray. When at home, she 
spend much time in prayer 
and avoided any activity that 
did not lead to God.  
 
Elizabeth took much pleasure 
visiting the sick in hospitals, 
and visited homes throughout 
the city searching for the poor 
whom she could assist with 
medicines and other supplies. 
She was also known to invite 
the poor for a meal in her 
own home, especially on 
Thursdays in honour of our 
Lord’s Last Supper. With a 
spirit of humility, Elizabeth 
was happy to do the lowliest 
of jobs. She preferred to put 
herself at the service of 
others rather than caring for 
her own needs. After twenty 
years of holy service, she 
died in Vienna, to the great 
sorrow of the entire city. 
 
 
 

Bl John of Peace 
1353-1433 

 
Born in Pisa, John Cini was 
a soldier by profession, and 
at one time was fighting in 
the war against the 
Florentine republic. His unit 
fell into ambush where 
nearly all of the soldiers 
were killed, except for a 
small number who survived, 
including himself who 
remained unharmed. In 
gratitude for his survival, 
from that moment on he 
vowed to spend the rest of 
his life in service to God.  
 
John had desires to enter a 
monastery and commit 
himself to holy orders, 
however, due to his marital 
commitments, he entered 
the Third Order of St 
Francis. From that moment 
on he was drawn to live a 
life of penance and practice 
mortification, such as the 
wearing of heavy iron chains 
around his body. However, 
the largest portion of his life 
was spent in prayer and 
charity.  
 
John founded a society in 
Pisa, where the members 
contributed some of their 
own funds, which was then 
distributed to the poor who 
were too ashamed to beg. 
 


