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National Minister’s Message

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Peace and all good!

Recently | attended the 17t

General Chapter of the
Secular Franciscan Order
which was held at the

Pontifical Faculty of Theology
Seraphicum in Rome from the
oth to the 17" November.
There were 66 brothers and
sisters from 54 countries

including  observers  who
attended. Below are a few
highlights from the draft

Conclusive Document.

Dailly Mass was presided
alternately by the General
Minsters of the First Order and
TOR and the General Spiritual
Assistants.

Tibor Kauser, the General
Minister, presented a
comprehensive report on the
complex work undertaken by
the Presidency over the last 3
years, as well as some of the
challenges encountered.

The capitulars approved the
Statutes of the International
Fraternity of the OFS as well
as the budget for 2025-2027.

“You are Love” was the
theme. We were made aware
that everything in our
Christian and Franciscan life
begins with love. God loved us
first. We were conceived in
love — and from this love flows
the love that we have for
ourselves, for our family and
for our neighbours.
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It is in God’s love that we are
inclined to put ourselves in the
service of the Order, the
Church and society.

Throughout the Chapter, there
were also presentations on a
range of National Projects as
examples of where fraternities
are living their love of
neighbour. These included:

Volunteer Palliative Care in
Croatia by the la Verna team.
Volunteers support the
terminally ill and their families

The “Casa Abrigo Shelter
House” founded by the
Fraternity of Coimbra,
Portugal provides temporary
accommodation for  the
homeless.



The *“Hands of Francis’
project, founded by the
Fraternity of Aveiro, Portugal
was started during Covid in
2020 and supports immigrant
families with little or no
income, the elderly with little
income and single or divorced
mothers with young children.

St Pio of Pietrelcina Juazeiro
do Norte, Ceara, Brazil
supports the elderly who find
themselves in vulnerable
situations.

Both the Mt La Verna House
Salvado, Bahia, and
Community Open to Seniors,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil provide
programmes to support the
elderly.

Fraternity members of St
Rosa of Viterbo, Argentina,
support the children in their
local school by teaching them
about being active members
of the people of God, that
reflects the Franciscan
charism and also promote
their individual development.

The OFS Regional Council of
Lazio, Italy has a formed a
committee which advocates
for nuclear disbarment and
peace.

Based on the discussions and
reflections of the capitulars,
during the week, group work
on the three priorities for the
next 3 years were determined
to be:

1. Formation

2. Family life in all its senses
3. Promotion of Vocation

Other challenges which were
identified include financial
management of the
fraternities, spiritual
assistance and improving
communication.

Midway through the Chapter
we had a day trip to La Verna.
Even though our stay was

brief it was a spiritual
experience to be at the
location where St Francis

received the gift of the
Stigmata, 800 years ago.

Attending the General
Chapter as your delegate was
not only a privilege but it also
provided an opportunity to
meet our brothers and sisters
from around the world. While
each national fraternity is
unique, we are all
experiencing the same
challenges and doing our best
to serve the Lord through our
Franciscan charism.

On a completely different
topic, it is with great joy, that |
announce that the Holy Family
Fraternity of Launceston is no
longer in recess. They went
into recess in February 2017,
when there were only two
active members. They now
have 9 members. On the 1st
December, 2024, an Elective
Chapter was held and they
were able to form a Council.

Finally, | take this opportunity
to wish you a very blessed
Christmas

Maria ladanza OFS
National Minister

Delegates of the General Chapter attending a day trip to La Verna, to visit the place of St Francis’ stigmata




CIOFS General Chapter, 2024

The CIOFS General Chapter 2024 served as a guide
for the Secular Franciscan Order, emphasising
spiritual foundations, fraternity, ongoing renewal,
and practical action in response to contemporary
challenges.

Spiritual Foundations

The General Chapter emphasised two key reference
points for its members: the OFS Rule and Scripture,
particularly Psalm 133:1— “How good and pleasant
it is when brothers live together in unity.” These
principles highlight fraternity as central to
Franciscan spirituality. Members are called to
reconnect with their vocation of simplicity, humility,
and peace, following St. Francis of Assisi’s
example. Fraternity is presented as a reflection of
divine unity, encouraging harmony, love, and
mutual support as a way to embody God’s
relationship with humanity.

Rediscovering and Strengthening Fraternity

A key theme is the need to rediscover the beauty of
fraternity while overcoming challenges like
individualism, complacency, or misunderstandings.
Members are urged to embrace humility, listening,
and reconciliation, fostering trust and care within
local fraternities. Leadership within the OFS is seen
as service, with leaders tasked to inspire
participation and growth rather than exercise power.
Strong, united fraternities become powerful
witnesses of Gospel values in the world.

Addressing Contemporary Challenges
The General Chapter highlighted four urgent areas
of concern:

1. Poverty and Social Injustice: Inspired by
St. Francis’ care for the poor, OFS members
are called to take concrete steps to combat
poverty, inequality, and  exclusion,
advocating for systemic justice and human
dignity.

2. Care for Creation: In line with Laudato Si’,
members are encouraged to adopt
sustainable  lifestyles, reduce  their
environmental footprint, and promote
ecological awareness.

3. Peace and Reconciliation: Following St.
Francis’ legacy as a “man of peace,” the OFS
must promote dialogue, reconciliation, and
healing in a polarised world.

4. Cultural and Societal Shifts: Members are
invited to respond to secularisation, shifting
family dynamics, and modern trends by living as
a “light in the darkness” and witnessing to
Gospel values in contemporary life.

Ongoing Formation and Renewal

The Chapter stressed the need for continual spiritual
and fraternal renewal through lifelong formation,
which includes:

e Prayer and Contemplation: Strengthening
one’s relationship with God through
personal and communal prayer.

e Study and Reflection: Engaging with
Scripture, Franciscan teachings, and Church
doctrines for inspiration and deeper faith.

o Community Engagement: Actively
participating in fraternal life to build unity
and solidarity.

e Mission-Oriented Action: Translating
formation into compassionate service and
meaningful action to address societal issues.
True renewal occurs within the fraternity,
where members support one another in their
faith and mission.

A Call to Action
The General Chapter calls OFS members to actively
live out their vocation:

e Authenticity: Revisiting and applying the
OFS Rule in daily life.

e Strengthening Fraternity: Contributing to
the fraternity’s vitality through participation
and shared responsibilities.

e Witnessing to the World: Living as visible
examples of Gospel values in family, work,
and society.

e Responding to Global Challenges: Taking
concrete  steps to address poverty,
environmental care, and peacebuilding in
collaboration with others.

In conclusion

The OFS General Chapter reaffirmed the mission of
fraternity, prayer, and service, urging members to
embrace the Franciscan charism with renewed zeal.
By doing so, Secular Franciscans become
instruments of peace, love, and hope in a world that
deeply needs the light of the Gospel.



Oueensland

The Regional Retreat Day with Bishop Tim Norton on
the theme of “Day by Day: Putting the Gospel into
practice.” The focus was on Mission.

Members from Wynnum, Fr John, Sophia Denis
(Formator), Carmel Haley (Minister) with Nicole
Alexander on the occasion of her Admission to the
Secular Franciscan Order.

Members of the emerging fraternity Cairns on
profession day for Lee Bennett, Pam Pegg, Irma
Morzone and Suzanne Bayliss with Fr Nathan
McKay OFS.

Mary Mennis from Kedron Fraternity presenting
Bishop Tim with a copy of her book about Missions in
PNG at the end of the retreat day.

Western Australia

(Above) The Retreat “Being Godly in an Ungodly
World,” was lead by Fr Gerard Totanes OFS, Vicar
General of Geraldton Diocese. 21 members
attended at St Catherine’s House of Hospitality
Tuart Hill in Perth from 25-27 October with some
participants travelling from regional areas.

(Below) Secular Franciscans at St Marys Cathedral
after the annual blessing of nativity scenes.



New South Wales
& the ACT

Members from around NSW & ACT gathered at the
Shrine of the Holy Innocents, Kellyville, on November 3
for the Regional Non-Elective Chapter.

OFS members from over three regions joined the on-line
Novena to the Immaculate Conception for peace each
night from September 30 till December 8.

Members from NSW & ACT joined once again for the
annual Family Day. This year’s event was hosted by the
Central Coast fraternity in Terrigal.

Congratulations to the Sts Joachim and Anne fraternity,
Central Coast on their fraternity Chapter in November.

Tasmania

Congratulations to the Holy Family Fraternity of
Launceston on its reformation on December 1
after a period of recess. The fraternity now has
nine members.



*T* Secular Franciscan Order

+ MISSION OF AUSTRALIA

Help us help others

With your generosity our
Mission has assisted
struggling Secular
Franciscan families in Goa,
alded Franciscan sisters in
Haiti, helped build a home
for the elderly in Principe,
built drinking wells in
| Africa, funded a hair salon to
~  employ Secular Franciscan
women 1n Uganda, sponsor
the daughter of Secular
Franciscan parents in Goa,

and more.
DIRECT DEPOSIT @
Secular Franciscan Order
@ Mission of Australia WANS Sl 20ST IOF For further information:
) Beata Dawidowska OFS o ’
ﬂa BSB: 064151 : Tony Bozicevic OFS
i National Treasurer - .
Account No: 1046 4628 Mission Coordinator
Reference: Your full name L issi i
: Burton SA 5110 mission@ofsaustralia.org.au
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Secular Franciscans

praying /’or you

1. Pray with us

https://bit.ly/3VKOLiv
OFS members around Australia are invited to
join our national prayer apostolate, the https://bit.ly/3XFWDCU
Franciscan Rosary Crusade. Please contact
your Regional Ministers to join the list.

Donations

2. Send your prayer intentions | Donations to the Secular Franciscan Order are
greatly appreciated, and we thank you for your

generosity. Please send your donations via
electronic online banking

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.

BSB: 064-151 : Account No: 1046 2163

Please visit our website at
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-crusade/
and let us pray for your intentions

Franciscan
Centenary

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia

As part of the ongoing celebration of the
Franciscan centenaries, new formation material
has been uploaded to our website. Please also
visit the official Franciscan Centenary website for
more news and feature articles. CONTACT US
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https://bit.ly/3RLwr60 https://bit.ly/46188uF

E\;KP‘\\’ )\
A e

National Council of Australia:
national@ofsaustralia.org.au
NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au
Queensland: gld@ofsaustralia.org.au
Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

This Newsletter is produced by the National
Council of the Secular Franciscan Order
Australia.

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for

inclusion in the national newsletter to
national@ofsaustralia.org.au
Articles longer than one page may be edited.




