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National Non-Elective
Chapter 2024

The 2024 National Non-Elective
Chapter was held from 27-29

September at St Joseph’s
Spirituality Centre, Baulkham
Hills.

The National Council was

pleased to welcome Regional
Ministers and their delegates
from around Australia, as well as
observing OFS members, who
over the three days discussed
new paths forward for the
national fraternity.

OFS MISSION & JPIC
One of the key topics of the
Chapter looked at broadening
the national apostolate, The OFS
Mission of Australia, and address
missionary work that can be
achieved within the country. In
preparation for the 2025
National Chapter, regions will

consider a number of mission
apostolate that can be adopted
on a national level.

In the area of Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation (JPIC), the
National Chapter found a need
to refocus our attention on some
of the more pressing issues of
society, such as the promotion of
Christian family values and the
protection of life, especially the
unborn. To strengthen our
apostolate in the world, the
Chapter saw a need for the
national fraternity to be more
actively involved in supporting
and defending the social mission
of the Catholic Church as a
priority in the field of JPIC.

SAFEGUARDING
Throughout the  weekend,
delegates of the Chapter were
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guided through the new
Safeguarding protocols which
have had a direct impact on the
OFS on all levels within Australia.
As a result of the Chapter, a
commission has been set up to
work with the National Council in
developing Safeguarding
guidelines to assist the regions to
ensure their fraternities remain
a safe environment for all our
members, especially for the
most vulnerable.

LEVIES
The national fraternity now faces
the reality that more of our
members will become ‘non-
active’ over the coming years
and will no longer be required to
make a financial contribution to
the Order. In addition to this,
there are fewer vyounger
members joining the Order.



This declining trend means that
the National Council will soon
struggle to pay for the general
running of the Order. The
delegates of the Chapter
therefore voted in favour of
raising the annual levies from
S$70 to $80 as of 2025. The
National Council would like to
remind each member that their
annual contribution should not
be seen as a financial burden,
but rather, any contribution
should be made in accordance to
each one’s own means (Rule 25).

FORMATION

During the Chapter it was
announced that our National
Formator, Joan Hanley OFS, will
be stepping down from this role
at the conclusion of the Chapter.
The National Minister, Maria
ladanza OFS, gave a heartfelt
thanks to Joan for her service to
the National Council over the
past two years, as well as the
vibrancy and enthusiasm she has
brought to her role. Anthony
Saliba OFS, from the Hills
fraternity and Regional Vice-
Minister of NSW

will serve as National Formator
until the 2025 Elective Chapter.
Formation continues to be a
major focus for the National
Council, particularly in assisting
the regions to provide sufficient
formation for isolated members
and our emerging fraternities
throughout Australia who find
themselves at large distances
from their ‘parent’ fraternity’.

SPIRITUALITY

As always, the National Chapter
was more than just ‘business.’
The highlight of the weekend
was centred on Franciscan
spirituality, which was delivered
in full charism by the three
National Spiritual Assistants. The
first presentation by Fr Tony Fox
OFM Conv, delivered a striking
message on the significance of
the Stigmata of St Francis, who
by his wounds mirrored the
Crucified Christ. Fr John Cooper
OFM Cap, inspired those present
with a reflection on the saints of
the Franciscan Third Order,
which exceed the combined
number of saints among the first
and second orders.

Delegates of the Chapter welcoming the Provincial Ministers of the
first Orders for an evening of Franciscan family.

The final spiritual talk by Fr Joe
McKay OFM dived into the deep
theology of St Bonaventure’s
Journey of the Mind to God’.
This rich teaching reveals how
the knowledge of God comes not
so much from the academic
study of theology, but from our
lived experiences which can be
gained through the five senses.

These three presentations from
the National Spiritual Assistants
greatly enhanced the spiritual
aspect of the weekend.

CELEBRATING THE FAMILY
On the evening of the second
night, as has become custom, it
was a pleasure to welcome the
Provincial Ministers of the first
Order, as well as the Abess of the
Poor Clares, for dinner and an
evening of fraternity. This annual
gathering of the three Franciscan
Orders has become a highlight of
the OFS National Chapters, and
strengthens the ties with our
brothers and sisters throughout
the entire Franciscan family.

TESTIMONIALS
On the final day of the National
Chapter, the delegates were
treated with testimonials from
three of our newest professed
members.  Caterina  Pileggi
(Newton  fraternity,  South
Australia), Rodrigo Castellanos
(Box Hill fraternity, Victoria) and
Vy Nguyen (Leichhardt
fraternity, NSW) presented three
very personal reflections on their
journey into the Secular
Franciscan Order and their
experience of living the
Franciscan way of life. Their
testimonials provided a
refreshing perspective on living
our Catholic faith in today’s
world. It was an inspiring and
fitting conclusion to the Chapter.



National Chapter 2024

In 2024 the Franciscan family celebrated two significant
anniversaries, the 800" year of the Stigmata of St Francis,
and the 750" year since the death of St Bonaventure. As
part of the National Chapter the delegates were treated
to two presentations on these themes by the National
Spiritual Assistants. These have now been uploaded to our
YouTube channel for your viewing.

Fr Joé MeRfy OFM

Please click on the link below to read
the National Minister’s, and
Councillor’s reports from the 2024
National Non-Elective Chapter.

https://bit.ly/3YgGYtG https://bit.ly/3ZSXnpo

https://bit.ly/3zPplpZ

A Snapshot of Chapter




Oueensland

A celebration of anniversaries on the Feast day of St
Louis....Trish Sharkey (10 years), Biddy Dwyer (25
years), Carmel Haley (35years) and Joan Hanley (40
years.)

Members of the Kedron fraternity at their June
meeting.

Lunchtime at the Regional Chapter Day in July,
joined by Frs Joshy and Kevin, as well as some
parishioners and members of both fraternities.

Congratulations to Jeff Hampson (4" from left) who
was professed into the Wynnum fraternity.

Members of the emerging fraternity in Cairns during
their retreat at Serville Retreat Centre, led by Fr Thomas
McFadden OFM Cap.

Victoria

Members of the new Box Hill fraternity council
following their elections in August.



New South Wales
& the ACT

Clockwise: Members at the Regional
Retreat in August; The Leichhardt fraternity
celebrating the 800" anniversary of the
Stigmata; Happy birthday to Toto and Loui
from the Central Coast fraternity; The
Griffith fraternity celebrating the feast of St
Francis; congratulations to Adrian and Ray
(3" & 4t from left) on their Admission into
the Campbelltown fraternity.

South Australia

Members from the Newton fraternity celebrating the Transitus ceremonies of St Clare (left) and St Francis (right)




*T* Secular Franciscan Order

+ MISSION OF AUSTRALIA

Help us help others

With your generosity our
Mission has assisted
struggling Secular
Franciscan families in Goa,
alded Franciscan sisters in
Haiti, helped build a home
for the elderly in Principe,
built drinking wells in
| Africa, funded a hair salon to
~ employ Secular Franciscan
women 1n Uganda, sponsor
the daughter of Secular
Franciscan parents in Goa,

and more.
DIRECT DEPOSIT @
Secular Franciscan Order
@ Mission of Australia WANS Sl 20ST IOF For further information:
) Beata Dawidowska OFS o ’
ﬂa BSB: 064151 : Tony Bozicevic OFS
i National Treasurer - .
Account No: 1046 4628 Mission Coordinator
Reference: Your full name L issi i
: Burton SA 5110 mission@ofsaustralia.org.au
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Secular Franciscans

praying /’or you

1. Pray with us

https://bit.ly/3VKOLiv
OFS members around Australia are invited to
join our national prayer apostolate, the https://bit.ly/3XFWDCU
Franciscan Rosary Crusade. Please contact
your Regional Ministers to join the list.

Donations

2. Send your prayer intentions | Donations to the Secular Franciscan Order are
greatly appreciated, and we thank you for your

generosity. Please send your donations via
electronic online banking

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.

BSB: 064-151 : Account No: 1046 2163

Please visit our website at
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-crusade/
and let us pray for your intentions

Franciscan
Centenary

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia

As part of the ongoing celebration of the
Franciscan centenaries, new formation material
has been uploaded to our website. Please also
visit the official Franciscan Centenary website for
more news and feature articles. CONTACT US

L

https://bit.ly/3RLwr60 https://bit.ly/46188uF
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National Council of Australia:
national@ofsaustralia.org.au
NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au
Queensland: gld@ofsaustralia.org.au
Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

This Newsletter is produced by the National
Council of the Secular Franciscan Order
Australia.

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for

inclusion in the national newsletter to
national@ofsaustralia.org.au
Articles longer than one page may be edited.




