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National Minister’s Message

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Peace and all good!
Professions are a cause of
great joy and celebration not
only for the  Secular
Franciscan Order but also for
the local fraternity. One is
professed in the presence of
fraternity members. Being a
witness to a profession is also
an opportunity for us to reflect
on the promises we made and
how well we are living our
vocation particularly in
fraternity.

For as long as | can remember
since being professed, some
aspect of being in a fraternity
has always been a priority.
Why is it so important? There
have been many in-depth
articles and chapters written
about this, but the simple
answer is we cannot live our
vocation as a Secular
Franciscan alone or in
isolation. It is through being in
fraternity that we support each
other as well as be
challenged. When we make
our profession, we become
part of a unique family in the
Church. We are called to live
fraternal communion in
fraternity.

General Constitution (GC)
30.1-2 outlines our
responsibilities; “The brothers
and sisters are co-responsible
for the life of the fraternity to
which  they belong...The
sense of co-responsibility of

the members requires
personal presence, witness,
prayer and active
collaboration.”

Fraternity is about
establishing and
strengthening our

relationships with our brothers
and sisters and accepting
responsibilities. Without these
there would be no fraternity.
We are reminded in GC 28.1
that “The fraternity of the OFS
finds its origin in the
inspiration of Saint Francis of
Assisi to whom the Most High
revealed the essential gospel
quality of life in fraternal
communion.’

In St Pope John Paul II's
apostolic letter “Novo
Millennio Ineunte’ he writes
the following about the
spirituality of communion. “A
spirituality of communion
implies also the ability to see
what is positive in others, to
welcome it and prize it as a gift
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for the brother or sister who
has received it directly, but
also as a "gift for me". A
spirituality of communion
means, finally, to know how to
"make room" for our brothers
and sisters, bearing "each
other's burdens” (Gal 6:2) and
resisting the selfish
temptations which constantly
beset us and provoke
competition, careerism,
distrust and jealousy. (#43)

As Seculars and members of
the Franciscan family we are
called in a special way to
‘fraternal communion’ in order
to support our brothers and
sisters in living the Gospel and
to become a witness of
Christ’s presence in the world.
This is highlighted during a
profession, when the Minister



says, “The local fraternity is a
visible sign of the Church, a
community of faith and love.
Together with all the members
you now pledge yourselves to
spend your efforts to make the
fraternity a genuine ecclesial
assembly and a living
Franciscan community”. (Rite
of Profession, Ritual of the
Secular Franciscan Order).

Next time you are a witness to
a profession, | encourage you
to take time to reflect on the
promises you made and in
particularly the degree to
which  you participate in

fraternity life.

| conclude with the following
recount by Thomas of Celano
that Francis and his brothers
rejoiced when others were
added to their company.

“Immediately four other good
and sound men were added to
them as followers of the holy
man of God...At that time
Saint Francis and his brothers
felt great gladness and unique
joy whenever one of the
faithful, led by the Spirit of
God, came and accepted the

habit of holy religion whoever
the person might be: rich or
poor, noble or insignificant,
wise or simple,

cleric or illiterate, a layman of
the Christian people. This was
a great wonder to those of the
world and an example of
humility, challenging them to
the way of a more reformed
life and to penance for sins.”
(1 Celano 31)

Fraternally in St Francis,
Maria ladanza ofs
National Minister

OFES Formation Course, Philippines

Joan Hanley OFS, National Formator and Maria ladanza OFS National Minister attended a
Formation Course for Asia and Oceania in Quezon City, Philippines from May 24 — 28, 2024. In
total there were forty eight participants — 35 Secular Franciscans, 12 Spiritual Assistants and 1
Franciscan Youth. The countries represented were Singapore, Malaysia, New Zealand Vietnam,
Indonesia, Taiwan, Hong Kong-Macau, China, Korea, Pakistan and the Philippines and
Australia. Click the link to read the concluding report https://bit.ly/4cyjX9U
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Oueensland

(Top) Members of the Queensland Regional
Council enjoying a lunch break during their council
meeting.

(Above) The Wynnum fraternity were pleased to
perform a Welcome Ceremony for Elizabeth Boldy
on May 26th. From L to R: Fr John Cooper OFM
Cap, Elizabeth Boldy, Carmel Haley OFS (Minister)
and Sophia Denis OFS (Formator)

(Below) Eunice Jackson OFS a long-term member
of the Kedron fraternity is making the most of living
in an aged home.

Western
Australia

Members from the region of Western Australia
came together on April 13t for a Day of Reflection.

Tasmania

With the addition of new two new candidates, the
fraternity in Launceston is preparing for re-
establishment after a period in recess. (Left to
right) Feven Adhana, Margaret Cherry, Alida
Moolenschot, Christina Hyde, Angela Lincoln (new
candidate), Jadwiga Izibicka, Saron Mengs,
Rozanne Neskovcin (new candidate) and Brian
Bennett.



South Australia

The St Francis of Assisi fraternity in Newton held their
annual retreat from 29-30 June at the Monastery,
Adelaide. A particular highlight of the retreat was the
profession of Simona Spajic (below, second to right).
Congratulations Simona on this most wonderful
moment in your life, and welcome to the Franciscan
family!

New South Wales
& the ACT

Members from fraternities throughout NSW & ACT
converged on the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy,
Penrose Park, on Pentecost Sunday to enjoy a
day of fraternity and enter more deeply into the
800t anniversary celebration of the Stigmata of St
Francis.



Meet Our Members

Ada Catalano
100 Years Young

(Newton Fraternity, Adelaide)

Ada Catalano is a Secular Franciscan from
the Newton Fraternity in South Australia and
has been blessed with a fruitful faith, nurtured
from the beginning of her life and today at 100
years young constant in her dedication to the
Franciscan Vocation rooted in faithfulness to
her prayer life.

She was born on the 9th of February 1924 to
Petro and Amelia Catalano. She was one of
eight children and they all lived on a hillside
village of San Leucio del Sannio, a commune
in the province of Benevento in the Italian
region of Campania.

At only the young age of 15, Ada experienced
the torment of losing her dear mother Amelia
and a very much-loved brother Carmine. She
described this major event as her entire world
had crumbled. However, this did not deter
Ada from remaining faithful to her Catholic
upbringing, deepening her love for Our Lady
especially Our Lady of Mt Carmel and would
often ask her Heavenly Mother to embrace
her brother who carried her namesake "Our
Lady of Mt Carmel".

Another strong and special memory she has
from her youth was gathering with a few female
and neighbouring friends in the early hours of
the cold winter mornings and attending 5 am
Masses leading up to Christmas.

On 18th October, 1952 in South Australia, she
married Corrado, a faith filled man who entered
the Secular Franciscan Order and she also
followed with this call to a Vocation within a
Vocation at Newton Fraternity and together
they continued to share the richness of the
Catholic faith, prayed the Breviary prayers
together without fail, dedicated countless hours
in supporting their St Francis of Assisi Parish
and imparting their love for God, Our Lady and
St Francis to their two beautiful children, Mario
and Lonia.

Sadly, her hardworking and dear husband
passed away from an asbestos related disease
on the 9th of March 1991.

Ada remained resilient and continued her
dedication to her Secular Franciscan life that
both her and Corrado had shared. Until recently
she attended daily Mass and never failed to
support her Franciscan charism of bringing the
Gospel to life in all aspects of her world.

Ada is a remarkable example of a faith-filled
woman not only to her adult children but also to
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren and
all who are blessed to be in her company.

She embodies 'Pax et Bonum' without even
realising it. She is at peace and is not disturbed
by the fears of the world we live in but patiently
and lovingly continues to be faithful to her
prayer life and remaining in the company of her
beloved Lord, Our Lady and the cohort of Saints
and Angels.

Thank you, Ada, for your faithfulness to your
Secular Franciscan Vocation and may the
peace and joy that St Francis so often spoke
about continue to bless you richly and permeate
every part of your life.



Y MISSION OF AUSTRALIA

Sponsoring Students My name is Gloria and I am 14 years old. [ am in
year six at St Padre Pio Kabulamuliro primary school.
in Uganda

I am the fourth born of nine siblings (six girls and three
boys). My eldest brother who is also the first born has

In April this year the OFS National Council approved N N TR

a request from the Padre Pio fraternity in Uganda to
sponsor the school fees of fifteen of their Youfra
students at St Padre Pio Primary School,
Kabulamuliro. The OFS Mission of Australia sees
this as an important step in fraternal solidarity with
our brothers and sisters in Uganda, by supporting
those parents who would otherwise struggle to
provide their children with the basic gift of education.

R

My best subjects at school are Mathematics and
English, and when I grow up, I want to be a nun,
but if not, I would also like to be an accountant.

I like singing, and my favourite sport is netball. I am
also a leader and currently the Head Girl of my
school. I also enjoy cooking.

Therefore, my dreams and desire for my friends (Junior
and Young Franciscans) is to study up to senior six
level, and God willingly to reach tertiary level.

We are so grateful and humbled for your support and
contribution to our education.

THANK YOU SO MUCH

Gloria
(pictured below)

Most of the school children come from poor families

or single mother families, while a number of the
orphaned children are cared for by their
grandparents or other relatives. The local Secular
Franciscan fraternity were motivated to help those
Young Franciscans who especially show a love for
God and actively participate in most church
activities.

Syrian Earthquake Donations

In February 2023 the CIOFS Presidency requested
urgent donations to assist victims of the Syrian
earthquake. A total of €64,439.45 was raised,
including the donations sent from Australia. Please
visit the CIOFS website to read more about the
allocation of funds. https://bit.ly/45UJRIX

DIRECT DEPOSIT @
Secular Franciscan Order

T . MAIL CHEQUES TO: . .

@ M|ss!on of Australia Beata Dawidowska OFS For furthgr m_formatlon.
ﬂa BSB: 064151 National Treasurer Tony Bozicevic OFS
Account No: 1046 4628 Mission Coordinator
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How to be involved

1. Pray with us

OFS members around Australia are invited
to join our national prayer apostolate, the
Franciscan Rosary Crusade.

In our call to continually pray for one
another, members of the Crusade commit
themselves to praying a decade of the
Rosary each day for intentions received by
the National Council.

To be part of this ministry please contact
your Regional Minister to include your name
on the list.

2. Send your prayer
intentions

Please visit our website at
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-rosary-
crusade/ and let us pray for your intentions

3. Calling Isolated OFS
Members

For our brothers and sisters unable to
attend fraternity, being part of the Rosary
Crusade is a perfect way to keep united to
the Secular Franciscan Order by offering
your prayers and sufferings for our
intentions.

Prayer for the

General Chapter

(Rome, 14-19 November, 2024)

Lord, You are love, and we adore you.

We thank you and praise you for the gift of the
vocation to the Secular Franciscan Order.
May your love transform us as we journey on
this life into your perfect image.

As St Bonaventure said, “The true love of
Christ had transformed the lover into the image
of the beloved”.

May the love of Christ permeate our whole
being as we guide and animate our dear
brothers and sisters.

Teach us Lord to serve the Order with
sincerity, patience, understanding and with
unwavering love, because you are love.
“No one can have greater love than this: to lay
down one’s life for his friends.” [John 15:13]
May the special moments that we will share
during the general chapter be moments of grace
and fellowship, drawing us closer to God and
one another.

May your love, instil in us, the desire to be
united as an International Order, so, to
experience the Joy of unity in the Church as the
body of Christ and within the Franciscan
Family.

Love does not insist on its own, because we
have been loved first.

Jesus, you are love, may we be able to listen to
your voice and the voice of one another with
love and compassion.

May the wars that are being waged against our
brothers and sisters come to an end.

May we all strive to restore love in our broken
world.

Only through love, we can rebuild peace in
times of war.

Only through love, we can become a source of
comfort in times of natural disasters.
Lord Jesus, in dying on the cross, you have
taught us that love is the main condition of
salvation.

May we learn to participate in the loving
communion of Christ, so that our love for our
neighbour may become assiduous, thoughtful,
apparent, and sacrificial.

St Francis of Assisi pray for us
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen



NOTICES

2024 National Calendar

3 August National Council meeting
via Zoom

16th First talk online by
September Matthew Beckman OFM
on the Stigmata

27th — 29nd
September

Non-Elective Chapter,

Baulkham Hills

23rd
September

Second talk online by
Mathhew Beckman OFM
on the Stigmata

8th _gth
November

National Council meeting
Leichhardt

Franciscan
Centenary

As part of the ongoing celebration of the
Franciscan centenaries, new formation material
has been uploaded to our website. Please also
visit the official Franciscan Centenary website for
more news and feature articles.
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https://bit.ly/3RLwr60 https://bit.ly/46188uF

CIOFS NEWSLETTERS
KOINONIA Newsletter

https://bit.ly/3VKOLiv

https://bit.ly/3XFWDCU

Donations

Donations to the Secular Franciscan Order are
greatly appreciated, and we thank you for your
generosity. Please send your donations via
electronic online banking

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.

BSB: 064-151 : Account No: 1046 2163

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia
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National Council of Australia: ] >

national@ofsaustralia.org.au ;
NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au
Queensland: gld@ofsaustralia.org.au
Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

This Newsletter is produced by the National
Council of the Secular Franciscan Order
Australia.

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for
inclusion in the national newsletter to

national@ofsaustralia.org.au
Articles longer than one page may be edited.




