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Dear Brothers and Sisters 
Peace and all good! 
 
As in St Francis’ time, we live 
in a turbulent world, constantly 
on the go and in times where 
there are competing demands 
of our time. 
 
We are in the midst of Lent, a 
time of contemplation and 
renewal where we are called 
to prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. 
 
Most of us think of almsgiving 
as making a financial 
contribution to one of many 
worthy charitable 
organizations. Another form of 
almsgiving is that of our time. 
In all our fraternities there are 
members who are not able to 
come to fraternity meetings for 
a range of reasons. 
Fraternities on the whole, do 
make efforts to stay in touch 
with them either via phone, 
post or email. During Lent 
have you thought of giving of 
your time to visit one of your 
isolated or inactive members? 
 
As Seculars we are called to 
ongoing conversion (OFS 
Rule 7) and prayer (OFS Rule  
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8) and to live a Gospel Life 
(OFS Rule 4). St Francis 
wanted to imitate Christ and in 
so doing he devoted his life to 
prayer so that he could 
discern God’s will. 
 
This year there are two 
significant events which at the 
core call us to prayer and 
contemplation. 
In January Pope Francis, 
proclaimed 2024 as the Year 
of Prayer as a preparation for 
the Jubilee in 2025.  The Year 
is dedicated ‘...to 
rediscovering the great value 
and absolute need for prayer, 
prayer for personal life, in the 
life of the Church, in the 
world.”  
‘2024 will be dedicated to a 
great ‘symphony’ of prayer.  
First of all, to recover the 
desire to be in the presence of 
the Lord, to listen to him and 
adore him.” 
The Pope further commented 
the Year of Prayer “…a way of 
fostering our relationship with 
the Lord, offering moments of 
genuine spiritual rest. It is like 
an oasis sheltered from daily 
stress where prayer becomes 
nourishment for the Christian 
life of faith, hope and charity.” 
(Source: Vatican News) 
 

In September we will be 
celebrating 800 years since St 
Francis received the gift of the 
Stigmata. 
 
Franciscan sources tell us, 
“that Francis of Assisi, after an 
intense period of apostolic 
activity, withdrew to Mount La 
Verna to carry out a Lenten 
period of fasting and prayer, 
as was his custom. 
 
It was precisely in this context 
of silence and prayer that the 
Poverello received the visit 
from the winged Seraphim, 
because only in silence can 
one hear and be open to the 
words of the other. On Mount 
La Verna, the profound desire 
that motivated the Poverello to  



  

 
planted may grow in the 
hearts of many” (Fratelli tutti 
48).  
(Source: 2023-2026 
Multifaceted Centenary in 
which Several Centenaries 
will be Celebrated by the 
Conference of the Franciscan 
Family) 
 
In conclusion, let us resolve to 
deepen our prayer life so that 
we can better live our vocation 
as Secular Franciscans. 
 
I take this opportunity to wish 
you and your loved ones a 
Blessed Easter. 
Maria Iadanza ofs 
National Minister. 
 

In celebrating the Centenary 
of the Gift of the Stigmata as a 
Franciscan Family, we are 
invited to restore the 
dimension of prayerful and 
contemplative silence in our 
daily lives, the silence that 
places us before the essential, 
that lets us recognize our 
desire for the infinite that 
resides in our hearts, that 
allows us to listen to 
ourselves, to others and to 
God. In fact, even today, the 
Poverello is presented as a 
person who made listening a 
way of life: “Saint Francis 
heard the voice of God, he 
heard the voice of the poor, he 
heard the voice of the infirm 
and he heard the voice of 
nature. He made of them a 
way of life. My desire is that 
the seed that Saint Francis 
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follow Christ and to conform 
himself totally to Him was 
realized in his encounter with 
the Crucified One, who 
imprinted the signs of His love 
on Francis’ heart and body. St. 
Bonaventure summarizes 
Francis’ experience in this 
way: “[The] true love of Christ 
transformed the lover into His 
image” (Major Legend 13: 5, 
FF 1228). The encounter with 
the Beloved became a song of 
praise; therefore, after his 
encounter with the Crucified 
One, Francis composed the 
Praises of God, a prayer which 
sprang from a heart in love, 
totally focused on the divine 
“You”: “You are the holy Lord 
God Who does wonderful 
things. You are strong. You 
are great. You are the most 
high” (Praises of God 1-2, FF 
261). 
 
 
 
 Alleluia! 

 

Jesus is Risen! 



 
 
 
 

x Queensland 

Queensland 

(Above) The Wynnum fraternity was pleased to 
welcome Juan Ramrez, Luis Brito and Nicole 
Alexander at their January gathering. Also in the photo 
are Sophia Denis (Formator), Fr John Cooper OFM 
Cap (Spiritual Assistant) and Biddy Dwyer (Vice 
Minister for Wynnum). 
 
(Below) A welcoming ceremony was also held in 
Cairns on February 22 for Vivian Phua and Maria, 
who were welcomed on behalf of the Guardian 
Angels fraternity by Joan Hanley (Secretary), and Fr 
Nathan McKay (Spiritual Assistant) 
 
(Bottom) Members of the Kedron fraternity at their 
March gathering. 

South Australia 

(Above) Members of the Lockleys fraternity at their 
thanksgiving Mass.   
(Below) Members of South Australia gathered for one final 
time as a region to celebrate their Christmas lunch before 
officially entering into a period of recess.  

Congratulations to Ada 
Catalano from the 
Newton fraternity who 
celebrated her 100th 
birthday together with 
members of the 
fraternity.  



 

 
 
 
 
 

New South Wales  
& the ACT 

(Above) Congratulations to Joselyn 
D’Souza (left), Miriam Leeson (middle) and 
Rodrigo  Castellanos (right) who were 
professed into St Paschal’s fraternity on 
18th February during the Regional Day. The 
Professions took place in front of a full 
church during the 12 noon Mass celebrated 
by Fr Thomas McFadden OFM Cap, who 
gave a wonderful homily on Saint Francis 
and the Third Order. Concelebrating at the 
Mass were Fr Henry Paul and Fr Anthony 
Fox. Music for the Mass was provided by 
Br Louis Schmid and Br Issacs. The 
Professions were followed with a 
celebration in the church hall where the 
newly professed were joined by family and 
fraternity members. The day also included 
a presentation on St Clare, which will be a 
focus of formation for the year. 

Victoria 

(Above) The Griffith fraternity held their first meeting 
for the year with the welcome addition of some new 
enquirers. Let us pray for the members of the 
fraternity, which officially entered a period of recess 
late last year, that the Holy Spirit will send them an 
abundant blessing of new members. 
 
(Below) It was with great joy that the ‘Annunciation of 
the Lord fraternity in Taree professed Wendy 
Wheeler on March 1st.  



 
Secular Franciscan Order  

Mission of Australia 
Lenten Appeal 

Help us help others this Lent by 
making a donation to the  
Secular Franciscan Order  

Mission of Australia. 
 

With your generosity our Mission has assisted 
struggling Secular Franciscan families in Goa, aided 
Franciscan sisters in Haiti, helped build a home for 

the elderly in Principe, built drinking wells in 
Africa, funded a hair salon to employ Secular 

Franciscan women in Uganda, sponsor the daughter 
of Secular Franciscan parents in Goa, and more.  

Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving 

$20 $50 $100 
DIRECT DEPOSIT 
Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB: 064151  
Account No: 1046 4628  
Reference: Your full name 
 

   
MAIL CHEQUES TO:  
Beata Dawidowska OFS  
National Treasurer 
PO Box 6159  
Burton SA 5110 

Email us at: mission@ofsaustralia.org.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

MISSION OF AUSTRALIA 
Secular Franciscan Order 

 

   
MAIL CHEQUES TO:  
Beata Dawidowska OFS  
National Treasurer 
PO Box 6159  
Burton SA 5110 

For further information: 
Tony Bozicevic OFS 
Mission Coordinator 
mission@ofsaustralia.org.au  
 

DIRECT DEPOSIT 
Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB: 064151  
Account No: 1046 4628  
Reference: Your full name 
 

Please visit the 
national website to 
read the Summer 

Newsletter 
https://bit.ly/4aq0Oqw  

Ongoing Support 
 
The OFS Mission of Australia 
recently received a request 
from Prinosca Burretta, a 
young medical student from 
Goa, and the daughter of 
Secular Franciscan parents, 
for financial help to complete 
her fourth and final year of 
study. The OFS Mission has 
been sponsoring Prinosca for 
the past three years and is 
pleased to continue our 
support for her as she 
completes her course. The 
Capuchin friars in Prinosca’s 
home town have ensured us 
that she has made excellent 
progress in her studies and 
that our sponsorship has been 
directed to a worthy young 
lady. Please continue to pray 
for Prinosca as she prepared 
to complete her course in 
2024.  
 
 

Fundraising Raffle 
 
Thank you to the members 
of the Secular Franciscan 
Order in South Australia who 
raised $700 for the OFS 
Mission at their annual 
Christmas lunch. Thank you  
especially to Lorraine Hurrell 
for all the work in arranging 
the raffle and in your 
continual support for our 
Mission.  



	
 

 	
 

SUSAN LORRAINE BOLTON OFS 
23 March 1951 – 7 November 2023  

 
 Susan was professed into the Immaculate Conception Fraternity (Perth Fraternity) 
twenty years ago on 25th May 2003. Susan very generously shared her skills and 
talents in all aspects of fraternity life. She liked to be involved in the life of the 
fraternity, and be part of the team before and during any special events. Susan loved 
belonging to the Franciscan Family, and as her sister Jennifer said at Susan’s 
funeral, “it was an honour and privilege to know her”. Susan served on the Perth 
Fraternity Council as Secretary. A role which she conscientiously carried out. 
 
Susan was the second eldest of five children following in the footsteps of her 

mother, also a Secular Franciscan in the Perth Fraternity, and who was a great inspiration for her. Susan 
helped her mother when all the children were young, especially with cooking and helping to provide 
meals for a family of seven. 
 
Susan trained as an Enrolled Nurse at Hollywood Hospital and moved on to St John of God Hospital 
Subiaco, where she worked for twenty-five years. Susan gave birth to a son which changed the course 
of her life. She has also left behind a daughter-in-law and three grand-daughters. 
 
Susan spent the last five years of her life at Dale Cottages, a Nursing Home in Armadale, after having 
two strokes which affected her wellbeing quite profoundly. Marie Jones and Lucy Leong gave much 
comfort to Susan by visiting her regularly over those five years. Dear Susan, good and faithful servant, 
may God’s Love and Peace be yours. 
 
Angela McGuire OFS 
 
 

JOSEPH PORTELLI 
8 November 1929 – 7 November 2023  

 
My father Joseph Portelli was born on 8th November 1929 in Rabat on the island 
of Gozo in Malta. He was born to Kellinu (Michael) and Georgina Portelli. 
 
He lived a difficult life in Gozo, growing up during the second world war, he was 
left to look after his younger brothers and sisters, while his parents worked on 
their farm. He was one of eight. Dad never mentioned the war, his conversations 
was mainly about life on the farm and looking after their animals. 
 
Dad came to Australia as a single man in 1956 and settled in Wollongong. There 

he found work at the steelworks. In 1960 he returned to Gozo to visit his parents. There he met Rita 
(mum). They were married there and returned to Australia together to start a new life. They settled in 
Warrawong, where they bought a house. Dad returned to work at the steelworks, and worked there 
until he retired in mid 1990’s. Mum and dad were married for 62 years. For 40 of those years they were 
very dedicated OSF members. They had 4 children, 6 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild, he was a 
dedicated family man who valued family time over material possession. 
 
 
 

OBITUARIES 

St Clare Region (NSW & ACT) Newsletter                      Page 3 

Vale, Joseph Portelli OFS 
My father Joseph Portelli was born 
on 8th November 1929 in RABAT 
on the island of Gozo in Malta. He 
was born to Kellinu (Michael) and 
Georgina Portelli. 
 
He lived a difficult life in Gozo, 
growing up during the second 
world war, he was left to look after 
his younger brothers and sisters, 
while his parents worked on their 
farm, he was one of eight. Dad 
never mentioned the war, his 

conversations was mainly life on the farm and looking after 
their animals. 
 
Dad came to Australia as a single man in 1956 settled in 
Wollongong and found work at the steelworks. 
 
In 1960 he returned to Gozo to visit his parents. There he met 
Rita (mum) got married and returned to Australia together to 
start a new life.  They settled in Warrawong, where they 
bought a house, dad returned to work at the steelworks and 
worked there till he retired in mid 1990’s. 
 
Mum and dad were married 62 years. 40 of those years they 
were very dedicated OSF members, They had 4 children, 6 
grandchildren and 1 great grandchild, he was a dedicated 
family man who valued family time over material possession. 
 
Dad spent a lot his spare time in his vegetable garden  and 
looking after the church, convent and friary gardens. On 
Sundays after mass a lot of the local parishioners would ask 
his advise the best what to grow vegetables. 
 
Sister death called Joseph on 3rd November (mainly to ill 
health). He was 5 days shy of his 94th birthday.  He is with his 
beloved Rita now who was taken from us last July ( 2022).  
Together forever. They will be sadly missed. Rest in peace 

Campbelltown Fraternity Members at their February gathering 



 

 
 
Dad spent a lot his spare time in his vegetable garden. He also looked after the church, convent and 
friary gardens. On Sundays after Mass a lot of the local parishioners would ask for his advice on the 
best what to grow vegetables.  
 
Sister death called Joseph on 3rd November (mainly to ill health). He was 5 days shy of his 94th 
birthday. He is with his beloved Rita now who was taken from us last July (2022). Together forever. 
They will be sadly missed.  
 
Rest in peace. 
(Paul Portelli) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Rosary Crusade 
 Secular Franciscans 

praying for you 
 

Franciscan 

 
 
In our call to continually pray for one another, the 
National Council has established a new apostolate, the 
'Franciscan Rosary Crusade', in which Secular 
Franciscan members throughout Australia are invited to 
pray one decade of the Rosary perpetually every day for 
the intentions received through the National Council.  
  
A prayer intention page has now been added to the 
National OFS website where prayer requests can be 
submitted. Each month an email will be circulated among 
the Franciscan Rosary Crusade members with a list of 
these requests that they have committed to pray for.  
 
Image how powerful it would be if we had 100+ members 
praying a decade of the Rosary each day for the 
intentions received! 
 
 

How to be involved 
 
1. Pray with us 
 
OFS members around Australia 
are asked to contact their 
Regional Minister to be part of 
the Rosary Crusade. Regional 
Ministers will forward your name 
to the National Council for 
inclusion on the list.  
 
2. Send your prayer 
intentions  
 
Please visit our website at  
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/franciscan-
rosary-crusade/ and let us pray for 
your intentions 
 
3. Calling Isolated 
OFS Members 
 
For our brothers and sisters 
unable to attend fraternity, being 
part of the Rosary Crusade is a 
perfect way to keep united to the 
Secular Franciscan Order by 
offering your prayers and 
sufferings for our intentions.  
 



 

 The Stigmata of 
Saint Francis 

800 years 
1224-2024 

	
	

	

 
10th-12th May  
 

 
National Council meeting 
plus retreat 

 
3rd August 

 
National Council meeting 
via Zoom 

 
16th 
September 

 
First talk online by 
Matthew Beckman OFM 
on the Stigmata 

 
27th – 29nd 
September  

 
Non-Elective Chapter, 
Baulkham Hills 

 
23rd 
September  

 
Second talk online by 
Mathhew Beckman OFM 
on the Stigmata 

 
8th-9th 
November 

 
National Council meeting 
Leichhardt 

 

CONTACT US 

National Council of Australia:  
national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
NSW & ACT: nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria: vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

Donations 
	

Donations	 to	 the	 Secular	 Franciscan	 Order	 are	
greatly	 appreciated,	 and	 we	 thank	 you	 for	 your	
generosity.	 Please	 send	 your	 donations	 via	
electronic	online	banking	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 :  Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

 NOTICES 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

This Newsletter is produced by the National 
Council of the Secular Franciscan Order 

Australia. 
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for 

inclusion in the national newsletter to 
national@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 

CIOFS NEWSLETTERS 
 

KOINONIA Newsletter 
 

VOX Franciscana 

https://bit.ly/3GL5yJp  
https://bit.ly/3tvXoBx 

2024 National Calendar 
 
 
 


