National Newsletter

Summer Edition — December 2023

National Minister’s Message

Dear Brothers and Sisters
Peace and all good!

| do not know about you, but
the Christmas season seems
to have come quickly. Life can
get complicated with trying to
manage the many demands
on our time.

For the Franciscan family, this
Christmas is  particularly
significant because we are
also celebrating the 800" year
anniversary of the Christmas
at Greccio.

St Francis wanted to re-enact
the events of Bethlehem in a
cave at Greccio; he wanted to
know and see what Jesus
experienced as he came to us
as a baby, in humility, in
poverty. Why? Because He

loved us and wanted our
salvation. Christ’'s Incarnation
is linked to His Passion.

The season of Advent is a
time to prepare for Christmas.
Some preparations are
practical like decorating trees
or giving gifts. However, it is
also a time for spiritual
preparation to make ourselves
ready for Our Saviour Jesus
Christ. We are called to take
the time to reflect through
prayer, Scripture and
participation in the
sacraments of the Church.

Advent is also the beginning of
the liturgical year. It is a time
of joyful hope and new
beginnings; a time to reflect on
our personal relationship with
the Lord and for our ongoing

Inside

1 National Minister’s Message
-4 Around the Regions
OFS Nativity Scenes
National Calendar 2024

Franciscan Centenary

3

5

6

6 Meet Our members
7

8 OFS Mission of Australia
9

Obituaries
10  Notices

conversion. So this Advent,
‘Let us be filled with a
remarkable and a spiritual joy”
(St Clare to St Agnes) as we
celebrate 800 vyears of
Christmas at Greccio and the
birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Next year we will be having
our Fraternal and Pastoral
Visitation  which  will be
followed by the Chapter. Tibor
Kauser, ofs our Minister
General will be presiding at
the Visitation and will also be
attending the Chapter. |
encourage you to consider
coming to the Chapter as
observers.

Finally, | take this opportunity
to pray that the peace and joy
of Christmas be with you and
your families through the new
year.

Maria ladanza ofs
National Minister



Oueensland

(Above) The Regional Retreat Day was held at the Fort
at Oxley with Fr Ray Sanchez. Attending were
members from both fraternities, several enquirers, and
Regional Spiritual Assistant Fr Joe McKay

(Middle) Election Day in Wynnum with Elizabeth Arthy
and members of Wynnum Council: Carmel Haley, Biddy
Dwyer, Sophia Denis, Trish Sharkey and Joan Hanley, and
Spiritual Assistants Fr John Cooper and Fr Joe McKay.

(Below) Members of the Kedron fraternity celebrating
their end-of-year Mass in remembrance of their
deceased members.

South Australia

(Above) The newly elected fraternity council at
Newton following their installation. (Below) The
Region organized a display of Nativity scenes from
around the world to celebrate the 800th anniversary
of Greccio, to promote the vocation of the OFS and
raise money for the OFS Mission of Australia.

Victoria

Congratulations to the
St Anthony fraternity,
Hawthorn which
recently celebrated its
70" anniversary of
establishment.



New South Wales & the ACT

(Top Left) Members of the NSW & ACT region at their Non-Elective Chapter. (Top right) Members of the
Forster-Tuncurry fraternity at the conclusion of their Elective Chapter. (Bottom right) The Campbelltown
fraternity celebrating a new Council. (Bottom right) Congratulations to Manuela Suttie (2" from right) who

was recently professed into the Kellyville fraternity.

Western Australia

At our Regional Non-Elective Chapter on 29 July, the members
chose Blessed Luchesio and his wife Buonadonna, the first Secular
Franciscans, as our regional patrons. The Chapter also provided
opportunities to discuss the centenary celebrations from 2023 to
2026.

The Transitus of St Clare and St Francis were celebrated with Mass
at Our Lady Queen of Poland. We were grateful to Br Robert
Stewart OFM and Fr Marcellinus Meilak OFM, Fr Tomasz
Bujakowski OFM, Fr Stan Tomasiak OFM and Fr Kenneth D’Souza
for joining us on these occasions.

The Annual Regional Retreat was held from 27-29 October, at St
Catherine’s House of Hospitality. There were 17 attendees from
Perth and as far away as Geraldton and Kalgoorlie. Our Retreat
Master, Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap, led us with the theme of The
Franciscan Heart, and urged us to grow especially in our love for

the Gospel and the Eucharist.

We celebrated Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral on 3rd
December 2023 with Archbishop Costelloe SDB to
celebrate the 800th Anniversary of Greccio. The
Archbishop blessed our nativity scenes and hoped this
may become an annual tradition in the Archdiocese.



Secular Franciscan Nativity Scenes around Australia



National Zoom event for celebrating 800
years of the nativity at Greccio

2024 National Calendar

kISl ST (TETAl National Council meeting
via Zoom

10t-12th May | National Council meeting
plus retreat

3 August National Council meeting
via Zoom

16t First talk online by
September Matthew Beckman OFM
on the Stigmata

17th-19th Fraternal and Pastoral
September Visitation, Baulkham Hills

20t — 22nd Non-Elective Chapter,
September Baulkham Hills

23rd Second talk online by
September Mathhew Beckman OFM
on the Stigmata

gth-gth National Council meeting

November Leichhardt

Meet Our Members

Anne-Marie Langdon
Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity, Balcatta, WA

How did you discover
Francis?
As a child | loved animals,
so St Francis of Assisi
came into my life with the
animal stories. As an
adult, | felt drawn to the
Mass and Eucharistic
Adoration. | loved to pray
with others. | looked for
somewhere to belong. The writings of St Francis
and the stories of his life attracted me. | met the
Capuchins at Gwelup and Balcatta, and | attended
a Young Franciscans Weekend in 1992. | then
joined the Young Franciscans group. Two years
later | was professed into the Our Lady’s
Assumption Fraternity Balcatta.

What does being a Secular Franciscan mean to
you?

My Franciscan vocation is a great blessing. | have
grown in my prayer life, and learned to live in the
family, that is my fraternity, respecting one
another. In the fraternity | am accepted for who |
am and where | am in my spiritual life. Fr Michael
Brown OFM used to say to us that we are
becoming Franciscan. That always resonates with
me because | can see how my journey has
unfolded. | am on the way and there are still some
sharp edges to be knocked off.

The last 12 months, since my diagnosis with breast
cancer and the surgery and treatment that
followed, | have felt the support of the fraternity
and the wider Secular Franciscan fraternity in the
prayers and messages of encouragement and
support. | have experienced a great serenity that
can only come as God’s gift and the fruit of all the
prayers. As in the footprints story, | have been
carried by Jesus and by the Seculars and their
prayers.



Franciscan Centenary

The past several weeks has seen the climax of the 800
anniversary  celebrations  for = 2023. The
commemoration of the Franciscan Rule celebrated on
November 29 immediately set the path for Francis’
journey to Greccio. To help celebrate these events
the national website has included a series of
resources to help us celebrate the anniversary spirit.

THE RULE

https://bit.ly/3Tmdx7x

https://bit.ly/3RFaOEM

https://bit.ly/47W84bS

https://bit.ly/489c8VK

GRECCIO

https://bit.ly/A8fOWFk

https://bit.ly/3RGWX0V

https://bit.ly/41ITVCv

https://bit.ly/3GLPOWXx

https://bit.ly/4801VMO




MISSION OF AUSTRALIA N

In September, the Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia was pleased to transfer funds to the Padre
Pio fraternity in Uganda to establish a hairdressing salon. This project will provide an opportunity for
members from the fraternity to gain vocational skills, enabling them to earn an income and provide for
their children’s education. We were delighted receive our first update from Padre Pio fraternity and hear

of the progress which has so far been made.

The funds enabled the fraternity to purchase salon equipment such as wall dryers, hair steamer, mirrors,
metallic chairs, sink, curling irons, hair straighteners, electric hot combs and other necessary tools to equip

their salon.

We would once again like to thank our donors for their generous support which enabled the OFS Mission

to assist our sister fraternity in Uganda.

28" November, 2023

We started the hair dressing project for the youths and jufras in
the fraternity on 16th October 2023 and more than 10 girls have
benefited from the project.

The sole aim of the project was to empower girls with vocational
skill and we decided to begin with hair dressing and saloon.

The target was to make sure that all the youfras and jufras
benefit from the project but some showed interest in other
vocation skill of baking, tailoring , catering e.t.c.

We therefore decided to concentrate on hair dressing specifically
for girls as the fraternity is dominated with girls.

NB: The girls have been receiving training three times in a week
that is Monday to Wednesday since the start of the project.

As we speak now, the girls have learnt the basic of hair dressing,
hair styling and design and now are learning different style
designs.

We are happy and glad for the milestone that at least we have
empowered our youfras and jufras with vacation skill even
though we have faced some challenges. Also we are grateful for
the support we received from the O.S. F Australia.

Thank you so much.
Regards,
Lucy Ezatiru OFS

®
>

DIRECT DEPOSIT

Secular Franciscan Order MAIL CHEQUES TO:
Mission of Australia Beata Dawidowska OFS
BSB: 064151 National Treasurer
Account No: 1046 4628 PO Box 6159

Reference: Your full name Burton SA 5110

Please visit the
national website to
read the full Missions

Newsletter
https://bit.ly/4aq00gw

@

For further information:
Tony Bozicevic OFS
Mission Coordinator
mission@ofsaustralia.org.au




MARIE FERGUSON 1927-2023

Guardian Angels Fraternity Wynnum, Queensland

Marie was born in Sydney on the 7t" of December 1927. She was married to Neil
Ferguson, at St Columba's Catholic Church, Wilston, Brisbane, by Fr Albert Colletta
OFM Cap. Marie and Neil had four daughters, Janette, Sally, Wendy, and Jamie. For
a time, they lived at Wynnum where Neil worked in the National bank. Then he was
moved to the National Bank at Harrisville, near Peak Crossing and the family moved
to that area between Ipswich and Boonah.

The Fergusons bought a house at 145 Carlton Terrace, Manly. Marie lived there

during the time she was very active in the Parish and the Secular Franciscan Order.
That house held many wonderful memories for the family and everyone who visited there, especially
in winter when the fireplace warmed the house. In later years Marie moved to Waterview Ave Wynnum
and then into Nazareth House at Wynnum North, where she attended daily Mass until about six months
ago when her health began to fail.

Marie was professed as a member of the Secular Franciscan Order on the 28 of August 1973. (Marie
celebrated 50 years as a Franciscan this year 2023!) Secular Franciscan meetings were held at St
Laurence Friary Wynnum North with Fr Carmel Flora OFM Cap as Spiritual Assistant. The Secular
Franciscans were also very involved in the Annual Fete held at the Friary at Wynnum North. They did
“Morning Teas” in the cow shed.

In 1985 when Fr John Cooper OFM Cap became the Capuchin Novice Master, Marie and Fr John began
Francis Projects. By 1990 it had a Committee and a Bank account. The vision of Francis Projects was to
introduce the children of the area to St Francis. It was so successful that not only the Catholic primary
schools at Wynnum and Manly, but even the local State Primary Schools invited the friars and the

novices to conduct talks during Pet Week which occurs around the Feast of St Francis. Marie also had
a Project stall each year at the Spring Hill fair.

Marie Ferguson, despite the difficulties of life, was always very positive and willing to ask the hard

guestions and she looked outside the box to find solutions. She died very peacefully at Nazareth House
on Saturday 4" of November 2023, in the presence of daughters. She was almost 96.

[3e p’zaisea/, my Io’zo[, t/L’zc)ug/L our Sister /goali/y iZ)eat/L,

From whose embrace no /iving petson can escape.
J?/appy those she ﬁnc[s c{c)ing your most /w[y will.

7 /Le seconc{ c[eat/ft can o[c) no /La’zm to t//zem.

St Francis of Assisi



NOTICES

KOINONIA Newsletter VOX Franciscana
“T:h.e Download the
Nativity Summer/Autumn
Scene in edition of the
Today’s CIOFS news
1d”’ magazine  ‘VOX
wor Franciscana’.
://bit. L .
https://bit.ly/3GL5ylp https://bit.ly/3tvXoBx

Donations

= Donations to the Secular Franciscan Order are greatly appreciated, and we thank
you for your generosity. Please send your donations via electronic online banking

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.
| BSB: 064-151: Account No: 1046 2163

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia

CONTACT US

National Council of Australia: national@ofsaustralia.org.au

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au

South Australia: Andrea Burvill OFS sa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Queensland: Joan Hanley OFS gld@ofsaustralia.org.au

Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia.
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to

national@ofsaustralia.org.au

Articles longer than one page may be edited.




