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Celebrations! 
 
This year there are 3 
fraternities in Australia which 
are celebrating a significant 
anniversary since they were 
canonically established. They 
are Guardian Angels 
Fraternity Wynnum in 
Queensland, St Francis of 
Assisi Fraternity, Newton in 
South Australia and St 
Anthony Fraternity, Hawthorn 
in Victoria. Such events are 
both a time of celebration and 
of reflection.  
 
The date of the canonical 
establishment of a fraternity is 
like a birthday. Do we 
celebrate the date annually or 
just when it is a significant 
one? 
 
On such occasions, we need 
to be grateful and give thanks 
to God for our brothers and 
sisters who have come before 
us. If they had not responded 
to the call of the Holy Spirit 
and become Secular 
Franciscans and carried the 
flame of fraternity, we would 
not have any fraternities 
today. Each fraternity will 
have its individual traditions 
and/or practices of living their 
Franciscan charism.  
 

National Minister’s Message 
It is highly probable that these 
were started by those who 
have come before us. What do 
we do in our fraternities in 
thanksgiving for our deceased 
brothers and sisters? Do we 
include them in our local 
prayer intentions? Do we keep 
a local necrology of them? Do 
we offer Masses for them?  
 
At these celebrations, we also 
need to congratulate and 
celebrate the efforts of those 
who serve in our fraternities 
today. While each fraternity 
now has a Promotions Officer, 
we need to remind ourselves 
that each one of us is 
promoting the Order through 
the way we live our 
Franciscan vocation in the 
many daily interactions we 
have with others in fraternity, 
with family and friends, 
workplaces and in the general 
community. (General 
Constitution 45.1) 
 
One of the challenges in 
Australia is the declining and 
ageing professed members. 
In all our fraternities we have 
brothers and sisters, who 
have been professed for many 
years. How do we 
acknowledge and celebrate 
their faithful commitment and 
service to the Order? 
 

In comparison to the early 
days of the Order in Australia, 
we have fewer professions. 
Each time we have a 
profession it is a reason to fill 
our hearts with joy and hope 
for the future. 
 
Celebrations should be an 
important part of our life in 
fraternity. 
 
It is also important that when 
celebrating the significant 
canonical establishment of a 
fraternity, significant years of 
profession, a new profession 
and offering Masses for our 
deceased brothers and sisters 
to also include the local 
parishioners. Not only is it a 
witness to who we are but it is 
also showing that we are part 
of the one, holy Catholic and 
apostolic Church. (OFS Rule 
1) 
 
Pace e bene! 
Maria Iadanza ofs 
 

1 

2-4 

4 

5 

6 

7-9 

10 

 

Winter Edition – June 2023 



                             

 
 
 

x 

Queensland 

(Above) Members of the emerging fraternity in Cairns 
with Fr Nathan McKay at their May Meeting, They meet 
on the 4th Thursday of each month at Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Earlville. 
 
 
(Below) Fr Thomas McFadden OFM Cap, leading a 
retreat afternoon for the Guardian Angels’ Fraternity 
relating to St Francis and the Holy Spirit. This was held in 
St Joseph the Worker Church at Hemmant. 
 
 

(Above) This shows a group of the Kedron members at 
their February meeting. Sadly Tony Kelly (4th from right) 
has since gone to his eternal reward.  
 

(Above) Promotion! Promotion! A mini-expo was held 
for the Guardian Angels’ Parish on Pentecost Sunday 
and the Secular Franciscan Order was included. Many 
brochures and holy cards were distributed. Great way 
to be seen. 



 
 
 
 
 

New South Wales  
& the ACT 

South Australia 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the St John’s Park fraternity 
(above), and the Taree fraternity (below), which 
recently held their fraternity Elective-Chapters.  

(Above) The Region of NSW & ACT were pleased to 
hold an online Pentecost Novena for vocations to the 
three Franciscan Orders, which saw seculars from all 
over Australia, as well as a number of friars come 
together for nine days of prayer. 
 
(Below) Members of the Leichhardt fraternity joining 
the thousands of Catholics at St Mary’s Cathedral for a 
prayer service on the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. 
(Photo: The Catholic Weekly) 

Regional Retreat, 2023 
 



 

Meet Our Members 
 

Elizabeth Arthy 
Kedron Fraternity Queensland 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Love of the church and being involved in the life of the 
church as a catechist led me to search for a way to come 
closer to Our Lord. In time, a notice about the Secular 
Franciscans in the Catholic Leader started my quest that 
began in Canungra, Queensland and continued in 
Melbourne where I made my profession in 1983.  
 
What does being a Secular Franciscan mean for you?  
Being an “army wife” entailed lots of moves every two 
years or so, and becoming involved in fraternity life and 
church life was a way to feel that sense of belonging. 
Living life among my Franciscan Brothers and Sisters 
always lifts me up and gives me encouragement. It brings 
me great joy and purpose in my life, whether serving in 
fraternity, my church community, or in my own family.  
 
I have always loved being in a relationship with Our Lord 
and the Church. Even at the most difficult times in my life 
I felt supported and have grown to trust what the Lord 
has in mind for me, even when all seems impossible. 
When as the main breadwinner at the time, I lost my job 
and was dreading telling Arch, his reply was, “We will 
find something, don’t worry”. We then both found work 
at the chicken farm. I learnt a big lesson there about not 
winging about the conditions when I was meditating one 
day about the nativity—that stable would have smelt 
just as much—so I was after all in good company!  
 
This reminded me to be open to new experiences such 
as the long periods of isolation while working on cattle 
stations, as well as attending Mass in an indigenous 
language. Learning to recognise Our Lord at work in my 
life, and all this for my betterment and not a disaster is 
the best of all lessons. More recently, when my health 
and ageing challenged me, my Fraternity family 
supported me with prayer and contact. In all my troubles 
I feel very much consoled and happy. 
 
May God be praised for his great kindness to me.  
 
 

Tell us a little about yourself 
I immigrated to Australia in 
1960 from Vietnam with my 
parents and seven siblings, and 
we settled in Brisbane. Arch my 
husband and I married in 1968, 
he was a soldier. Together we 
had four children. 

South Australia 

(Above) Regional members participating in the 
Marion Procession in the centre of Adelaide.  
  

Congratulations to the Newton fraternity (above) on 
the 65th anniversary of establishment, as well as their 
newest member, Joanna Lamek (below centre), who 
was permanently professed in June.  



 

Franciscan Centenary 

DISCOVER THE HISTORY OF THE 
FRANCISCAN CENTANARIES 

 
 
 

To celebrate the Franciscan centenaries, a series of videos 
have been made available following the history and places 
most relevant to Saint Francis.  
 
The “Franciscan Centenaries” celebration marks the 800-
year anniversary of the most important events in the life of 
St. Francis before his death. These include the Rule and the 
Nativity at Greccio (2023), The gift of the Stigmata (2024), 
The Canticle of the Creatures (2025) and the Transitus of St. 
Francis (2026). 
 

http://bit.ly/3Czv2aD 

https://bit.ly/3CFzjcw 

https://bit.ly/3p4wmiT 

https://bit.ly/43LeU1X 

https://bit.ly/3NedxBQ 

THE OFFICIAL CENTENARY WEBSITE 

 
http://www.centenarifrancescani.org/index.php/en/  

This	 web	 page,	 commissioned	 by	 the	 Franciscan	 Family	
through	a	Commission	of	the	Communication	Offices,	is	the	
official	 site	 for	 disseminating	 reflections,	 themes,	 official	
documents	 and	 news	 that	will	 give	 us	 the	 guidelines	 for	
experiencing	this	great	Franciscan	event	together. 



MISSION OF AUSTRALIA 
Secular Franciscan Order 

 

NEW PROJECT REQUESTS 
 

The OFS Missions of Australia has received funding requests from two separate Secular Franciscan fraternities 
in Africa. With the generous support of our donors, we are pleased to support these projects.  
 

 
 

DIRECT DEPOSIT  MAIL CHEQUES TO:   
Secular Franciscan Order Beata Dawidowska OFS   
Mission of Australia  National Treasurer   
BSB: 064151   PO Box 6159    
Account No: 1046 4628  Burton SA 5110   
Reference: Your full name 
 

For further information: 
Tony Bozicevic OFS 
Mission Coordinator 
mission@ofsaustralia.org.au  
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UGANDA 
 
St. Padre Pio fraternity is a small fraternity in the 
central region of Uganda, with 20 professed 
members, 10 members in temporary vows and a good 
number still in the initiation formation. 15 members 
have committed themselves as young Franciscans 
and there are over 40 junior Franciscans. The 
fraternity is also composed of 15 women including 
single mothers, single ladies. There are also and 10 
young men. These members of the fraternity have a 
goal of improving their livelihood as well as 
strengthening the fraternity financially. Over the 
years the fraternity had carried out a liquid soap and 
candle making project, but it didn’t sustain them due 
to a lack of capital. Most of the members in the 
fraternity do not have permanent jobs, affecting their 
ability to provide for their daily family needs. 
     
GOAL: To support the livelihood of the brothers and 
sisters by helping them gain vocational skills which 
will lead to self-employment hence eradicating 
poverty in the lives of individuals and the fraternity 
at large.  
 
OBJECTIVES: The fraternity wishes to establish a 
hairdressing saloon, working as a training unit 
providing practical skills to the young ladies as well 
as the single mothers who are not employed. They 
also wish to put in place a carpentry and welding 
workshop to empower the young men with skills that 
will expose them to more job opportunities; the 
workshops will also raise money for the fraternity to 
run its activities and to support the Junior Franciscans 
who have no access to education by providing them 
with scholastic material and sanitary equipment for 
personal use.    
 

ZIMBABWE 
 
The Secular Franciscan Order in Zimbabwe is striving 
to promote the charism of St. Francis by taking care of 
the less privileged and the underprivileged in society, 
but lacking the resources and means due to financial 
constraints. Most of the young girls and boys in 
society end up involved in commercial sex activities 
and drug abuse because they are not going to school. 
There are also the children of Secular Franciscan 
members who have basic education but who cannot 
get a tertiary education due to the exorbitant fees. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
To establish a fishery project which will create 
employment for OFS members, and will raise money 
to educate the less privileged children.  
 
This project will be a valuable end in itself and a long-
term means to promote and create 
individuals/societies with equal opportunities and 
rights for all. Therefore, in this respect, the Secular 
Franciscan Order is striving to reduce illiteracy levels 
through the provision of funds to sponsor primary 
education, secondary education, and vocational 
education to support/care for less and underprivileged 
children and youths. A solar-powered borehole is also 
needed to supply water for the fish. This water can go 
a long way in providing clean and safe drinking water 
for the community who currently get their drinking 
water from dirty unprotected wells. The Secular 
Franciscans in Zimbabwe will run and monitor the 
project. They will be accountable for the construction 
work providing detailed reports of the use of donated 
funds, marketing the fish and providing the fees and 
employing the workers. 
 
 



	
	

John Cooley 1944-2023 
Waverley	Fraternity,	New	South	Wales	

	
Dad was the third and youngest child of Olga and Bernard Cooley. He was born on 18 December 1944. 
He grew up in the family home in Surry Hills. Dad attended the Catholic Convent School in Kensington 
for infants, before going to St Charles in Waverly for primary school and then finally Waverley College 
for high school. 
 
John studied law, and later worked as an Articled Clerk at his brother’s firm, Cooley & Cooley Solicitors. 
After completing his law degree, he commenced work as a solicitor with his two brothers in Mascot. 
Dad later moved to the office in Rosebery where he stayed for the rest of his working life.  
 
It was at Cooley & Cooley Solicitors that Dad met my mother Rosemary, who began working there as a 
secretary. Dad loved his family. He was deeply loyal to them, and he worked tirelessly to provide for 
them. Dad’s great love was my mother. He truly adored her. 
 
Dad’s other great love was the Catholic Church. He started going to morning Mass most days from the 
age of about 19. He thought about becoming a priest. But he never made it to the seminary. Dad was 
an incredible contributor to the Catholic Church. He was an acolyte, a member of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society, and later a Secular Franciscan.  
 
I recall one day Dad arrived home from a hospital visitation wearing only socks. It transpired that he 
gave his shoes to the man he was visiting because the man didn’t have any. 
 
As children, we grew up on a diet of bible stories. At times, he would sit us down to read a select 
passage, but would get overcome by emotion due to, in his words, the ‘sheer power of them’. One day 
when Dad accompanied Andrew to hospital, for what turned out to be a broken arm, the nurse offered 
Andrew Panadol. Dad was quick to suggest to Andrew that he refuse the Panadol and “offer up the 
pain for The Holy Souls”. Dad refused any type of pain relief for the majority of his adult life - to the 
great annoyance of my mother, who would lament “Oh for heaven’s sake John …”. 
 
My Dad had a clear moral compass that guided him through life. He believed in the power of love, 
believing that God is love. Dad not only loved his family and friends but also put much energy into 
loving any difficult people with whom he came into contact. On many occasions, he showed 
compassion and kindness to people you or I may call an enemy. 
 

 
ELLEN MARGARET LONG 1926-2023 

Guardian Angels Fraternity, Wynnum Queensland 
 

Ellen, called “Nell” by her family, was the beloved daughter of Patrick Michael 
and Eve Veronica Long. She was the eldest sibling of Vincent, Mary, Patrick, and 
Dennis.  
 
Ellen was a foundation member of the Guardian Angels fraternity. We always 
considered it a privilege to have a member who had been part of the fraternity 
from the beginning. 
 

 
 

OBITUARIES 



 
Her patron in the OFS was Therese, and like her patron, Ellen was a quietly spoken person who focused 
on getting the little things right. She could always be counted on to be present at fraternity meetings 
and have her books with her. Her office book was very well worn, a sign of much use over the years. 
 
Ellen was received on the 2nd of December 1951 and professed on the 1st of March 1953. Fr. Albert 
Coletta received the profession of 73 novices (as they were called then) — this latter date of 1953 
marks the official establishment of the Guardian Angels’ Fraternity.   
 
Ellen Long was born at St Kilda Private Hospital in Wynnum and lived in Wynnum her whole life. She 
resided in what was her family home, 58 Tingal Rd. It back directly onto the railway. 
 
Ellen walked to Mass daily at Guardian Angels. Despite her age, she was a faithful and dutiful member 
of the fraternity until about three years ago when she could no longer walk to Mass or meetings. She 
was a vital member of our fraternity and held positions on Council, particularly as Secretary, for quite 
a while. 
 
One of Ellen’s many practical gifts was her sandwich making which was greatly appreciated at many 
Parish and Fraternity events. However, her most extraordinary grace was an exceptional memory that 
lasted well into her last days. The fraternity remembers her fondly as one of the three “Musketeers”  - 
Vera Dixon, Eileen Salisbury and Ellen Long. These extraordinary ladies were a crucial part of the 
Guardian Angels’ Fraternity. 
 
Ellen passed away on April 10TH 2023. Her funeral was held in Guardian Angels parish church on 
Monday, the 24th of April, at 11:30 am. She is buried in the cemetery at Hemmant in the parish. 
	
	

ANTHONY KELLY 1937-2023 
Kedron	Fraternity,	Queensland	

	
Tony	Kelly	was	born	on	the	20th	of	August	1937.	In	his	later	years,	he	went	to	
attend	the	Carmelites	at	Ormiston	for	a	short	period	with	a	view	of	becoming	
a	lay	Carmelite.	However,	he	decided	the	Franciscans	were	more	his	style.	He	
was	professed	as	a	Secular	Franciscan	on	the	14th	of	May	2014	by	Fr	Finian	
Perkins	OFM	at	St	Therese	and	St	Anthony’s	Parish	Kedron.	
	
Tony	lived	at	Lota	which	is	in	the	Manly	parish.	However,	he	attended	daily	
Mass	with	the	Capuchin	Franciscan	friars	at	Guardian	Angels’	parish	Church	
Wynnum.	 He	 was	 sent	 to	 the	 OFS	 Fraternity	 at	 Kedron	 by	 the	 Capuchins	

because	the	OFS	at	Wynnum	was	close	to	folding	at	that	time.	In	the	Secular	Franciscan	Order,	at	
Kedron	Tony	served	a	term	as	Vice-Minister	of	the	Kedron	Fraternity	to	Elizabeth	Arthy	who	was	
the	Minister	at	the	time.	However,	he	was	more	interested	in	spirituality	than	the	management	of	
the	Secular	Franciscan	Order,	so	he	did	not	take	office	again.		
	
However,	his	life	was	not	all	about	religion	as	he	was	a	strong	supporter	of	the	Brisbane	Lions	and	
on	a	few	occasions,	he	left	the	Fraternity	meeting	early	on	Sunday	at	lunch	time	to	get	to	the	Gabba	
in	time	for	the	first	bounce.	He	was	devoted	to	his	pets	–	a	cat	and	dog?	He	was	above	all	else,	a	
gentle	man	with	a	deep	spiritual	presence.	
	
Tony’s	family	decided	on	a	private	funeral.	However,	on	Saturday	the	6th	of	May	at	10:00am	they	
celebrated	a	Memorial	Mass	at	Guardian	Angels	Church	Wynnum	for	the	OFS	parishioners,	and	his	
many	friends.	It	was	followed	by	a	morning	tea	so	that	everyone	could	celebrate	his	life	and	share	
their	memories	of	Tony.		
	
	



“Maria” Sophia Brazenas 1926-2023 
Kedron Fraternity, Queensland 

 
Sophia (her baptismal name) was born on the 16th of December 1926 in 
Bavaria, Germany. She was the eldest of nine children (six boys and three 
girls) born to Franziska and Valentin Werner. Sophia learned to be a 
seamstress but also looked after the other children. Their simple way of life 
was shattered on the 1st of September 1939 when the Second World War 
started with the German invasion of Poland. The War ended on the 8th of 
May, 1945. Sophia met Antanas Brazenas, a young Lithuanian who arrived 
on a motorbike in her village of Unterspiesheim. They were married soon 
after. “Marita,” their daughter, was born in 1948. After that, they decided 

to immigrate to Australia. In Naples, their first stop, another daughter “Gertrude” was born.  
 
Their flight to Australia took five days. They had to stop each night in a different city until they 
arrived in Sydney on the 5th of October 1950. On her arrival in Australia, Sophia’s name on the 
Electoral Roll was “Maria Sophia Barzenas.” Sadly, baby “Gertrude” died in a camp at Greta 
near Newcastle. Then they moved to Wacol Refugee Camp west of Brisbane. Within a year, 
Antanas and Maria had jobs and could purchase a block of land at Oxley. On the 17th of 
December 1951, their son “Vitas” (Zack) was born.  
 
Ten years later, on the 19th of September, Antanas died of a heart attack at work, and Maria 
was a widow at 35. She took her family home to Germany to be with her larger family for three 
years. Then on the 3rd of September (1953), she suddenly declared, in her decisive way: “We 
are going home to Australia!”  
 
Maria moved to the Gold Coast in 1987 to be with her son Zac. There she was professed as a 
member of the Secular Franciscan Order on the 1st of August 1993. When the “Sacred Heart 
Fraternity” on the Gold Coast “ceased,” Maria transferred to “Holy Spirit Fraternity” at Kedron. 
She returned to Brisbane to be closer to her daughter Marita. Because her address and phone 
number changed, we lost track of her until we found her Funeral Notice in the Courier Mail. 
Her life was celebrated at St Pius X Catholic Church, Salisbury. She is buried at Toowong 
Cemetery.      
	
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
From whose embrace no living person can escape. 
Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 

The second death can do no harm to them. 
 

St	Francis	of	Assisi	
 



	

 

CONTACT US 

National Council of Australia: national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Andrea Burvill OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Joan Hanley OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

Donations 
	
Donations	to	the	Secular	Franciscan	Order	are	greatly	appreciated,	and	we	thank	
you	for	your	generosity.	Please	send	your	donations	via	electronic	online	banking	

	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 :  Account	No:	1046 2163 

	
 

 NOTICES 

VOX Franciscana 
 
 
 Download	the	
‘Winter/Spring’	
edition	of	the	
CIOFS	news	
magazine	‘VOX	
Franciscana’.		
 
https://ciofs.info/n
ews/vox-
franciscana/  
 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 

national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Articles longer than one page may be edited.  

 

EARTHQUAKE APPEAL  
 
In wake of the devastating earthquake in 
Turkey and Syria, CIOFS is asking for 
donations to support our brothers and sisters.  
 
Any donation you can give would be greatly 
appreciated. We kindly ask you to send any 
donations to the OFS Mission of Australia 
account which will be forwarded on to CIOFS. 
 
BSB: 064 151  
Acc No: 10464628 
Reference: Earthquake appeal 
 


