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National Minister’s Message

Pace e bene!

Recently | had the privilege of
attending the joyous occasion of
celebrating the 70™ anniversary
of the canonical establishment
of the Guardian Angels Wynnum
fraternity in Queensland.

Several things struck me and
made me reflect on what it
means to live in a fraternity.

First, the ingredients of a
fraternity were there:
community, collaboration,
commitment, and
communication. During the
celebration of the Mass,

Wynnum fraternity members
renewed their Profession. The
celebration included the local
parishioners who served the
morning tea after Mass. There
were both active and non-active
members of the OFS fraternity
present for the celebration,
including Peter Campbell, one of
the original members of the
fraternity, in 1953. Members of
the Kedron fraternity were also
there to join in the celebration.

From our Rule and General
Constitutions, we know that
fraternity is the model for us as
Secular Franciscans to live a
Gospel life. We often talk about

fraternity, but living in a
fraternity is more than attending
monthly gatherings.

Fraternities are communities of
love where we pray together,
support each other, encourage
each other, participate in
ongoing formation, which keeps
us focused on our vocation, and
participate in a range of
activities, including days of
reflections, retreats, Franciscan
celebrations, Chapters, etc.

As St. Francis said in his First
Letter to the Faithful, “All who
love the Lord with their whole
heart, and love their neighbour
as themselves,” shall “bring forth
fruits worthy of true penance.”
(Rule Prologue)

Life in fraternity can be both
joyful and challenging. It is a
place where we grow. It is about
relationships, using the gifts
each fraternity member brings. It
is about listening to each other
and working together with our
brothers and sisters. In short, our
fraternities are the place of our
ongoing conversion.

Lent is also a time of conversion.
It is an opportunity for us to
reflect and take stock of how we
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live the commitment we made at
our Profession. Where do we
find the inspiration to follow our
Rule, “going from Gospel to life
and life to Gospel?”

Do we reach out to those in need
in our fraternities, especially to
our non-active members? How
do we relate to our brothers and
sisters, particularly those with
whom we may disagree? Are we
being changed by the humanity
and humility of Jesus like St
Francis was?

These are the challenges we
face, but through our active
participation in the life of our
fraternities, we can support and
encourage each other to live our
Rule —the Gospel life.

Fraternally in St Francis,
Maria ladanza ofs
National Minister



New South Wales & the ACT

On March 19, the
Region of NSW & ACT
held a Lenten regional
fraternity day at the
Shrine of Our Lady of
Mercy, at Penrose
Park, approximately
half way between
Sydney and Canberra.
The theme for the day
was ‘Franciscan
Conversion’.  Thirty-
five members from

around the region attended the day. Following Holy
Mass, the members received a blessing from the relics
of St Anthony, St Padre Pio, and the True Cross, by Fr
Carl Schafer. Following a shared lunch, the members
were presented with a talk on ‘conversion’, by the
Regional Minister, Tony Bozicevic, followed by an

hour of prayer.

Congratulations to David Sofatzis and Rocco
Bombardiere, who were professed into the Kellyville
fraternity on February 11. (Above left, Br Bernard
Fonkalsrud, Rocco Bombardiere, David Sofatzis, and
fraternity Minister Garry Harker)



Oueensland

(Above) Congratulations to the Wynnum fraternity,
who celebrated their 70™ year anniversary on
March 5. The members were joined by their sister
fraternity at Kedron, as well as the OFS National
Minister, Maria ladanza. Fr Thomas, the parish
priest celebrated the Mass, which was followed by
morning tea with other parishioners.

(Below) Fr John Cooper, OFM Cap, Carmel Haley
Minister, Patricia Sharkey, Biddy Dwyer, preparing
for the celebration of the 70™" Anniversary of the
Establishment of the Wynnum Fraternity with the
presentation of the fraternity Establishment
Document, Register of Professions, and Renewal of
Promises.

(Below) Members of the Kedron fraternity coming
together for Mass on February 19, to celebrate the
start of the Holy Spirit fraternity’s year,

National Minister, Maria ladanza (left), together with
the founding member of the Guardian Angels fraternity,
Peter Campbell, and fraternity member, Carmel Haley.

Western Australia

The Balcatta Fraternity elections were held on
Sunday 19 February at the Alverna Centre, Balcatta.
Angela McGuire OFS presided and was assisted by
Fr Adam Babinski SDS, the delegate of the Regional
Spiritual Assistant.

The result of the election was:
Minister: Mike Gillooly OFS

Vice Minister: Peter Meek OFS
Secretary: Barbara Russell OFS
Treasurer: Michael Lyra OFS
Formator: Noel D'Souza OFS
Promotions Officer: Peter Watt OFS

Congratulations to the new Council on their
election. Thank you for responding to the call to
serve the Order.

Thank you to the members of the previous council
for their service.

(Below) Peter Watt OFS, Michael Lyra OFS, Peter
Meek OFS, Barbara Russell OFS, Noel D'Souza OFS
and Mike Gillooly OFS.



South Australia

The Region of South Australia held its Fraternal
and Pastoral Visitation, and Elective-Chapter from
4-5 February. Congratulations to the newly
elected Council:

Minister: Andrea Burvill
Vice-Minister: Lola Kelly
Formator: Marie Rego
Secretary: Diana Venturini
Treasurer: Fabian Royan
Promotions: Lorraine Hurrell

(Above) Discussion with the outgoing Regional
Council and the National Visitors. (Below) Delegates
of the Regional Chapter, and installation of the newly
elected Regional Council during Mass.

Meet Our Members

Agatha (Aty,) Petronella

(Newton Fraternity, South Australia)

Tell us about  your
upbringing?

I was born in The
Netherlands on 7% April,
1929. After finishing school, |
became a telephonist in
Hoorn (my birth place), and
later in Amsterdam. Having
worked for 7 years, | then
migrated to South Africa
where | married John,

whom | met in Holland. We were married in
Johannesburg the day after our arrival there. There, all
of our children were born and baptized, 3 sons and 1
daughter. | remained a stay home mother for our
children, and after 12 years, in 1965, our family
emigrated back to The Netherlands. | never re-entered
the workforce, but dedicated my life to looking after my
family. In 1972, the family emigrated to Australia.

How did you join the Secular Franciscan Order?

| was professed a Secular Franciscan on 15™ December,
1985 at Newton (Adelaide), but | actually joined the
Franciscans many years prior, around 1974, when the
late Fr. Albert was parish priest, and when there was no
organised formation. At that time, meetings and Mass
were held in the homes of the members, each taking it
in turn to host it.

What does being a Secular Franciscan mean for you?
Being a Secular Franciscan gives me strength and hope
to live out my Catholic Faith, the faith passed on by my
parents. Life was not easy for those first years in
Australia as | did not have friends or extended family
here, except for my cousin. Gradually as | became more
confident in English and began to make friends in the
group, | began to thrive as | discovered God in a new way.
The Lord has always been Good to me and my family,
despite the difficulties encountered. Praying and
worshipping together is very important and good!

| was an example to my son Rene, who also joined the
Seculars in Alice Springs. Myself and my late husband
would travel by car every year to visit Rene, and would
join their meetings, getting to know them, and
encouraged the small group. | have always shared my
faith in our Lord and Blessed Mother with my children
and friends.



What is Chapter?

Let’s start with a pop quiz:

What would you say is the
most important event in the
life of a fraternity?

A. Feast day of St Francis

B. The fraternity’s
patron feast day

C. Monthly fraternity
gatherings

D. New professions

E. Annual retreat

Well actually, they are all of
equal importance. Each one of
them hold significant value
within the life of our
fraternities.

While each of these events
celebrate fraternity, there is
one other event, in which its
main purpose is no other than
to celebrate who we are as a
fraternity of brothers and
sister. It is our Chapter.

We hear this word all the
time, ‘National Chapter,
‘Regional Chapter’, and
‘Fraternity Chapter’.
Sometimes they are
informally referred to as
‘Elections’, or on the rare
occasion is has even been
referred to as an ‘AGM’!

In recent times, Chapter, on
all levels of our Order, gets
treated with a certain hint of
indifference. On local level], it
can seem to be an endless
repetition of electing yet
another ‘musical-chair’
council, while on Regional and

National levels, delegates are
faced with a line-up of
seemingly endless reports and
business items. Not to mention
all those Questionnaires! It is
easy to see why the spirit of
Chapter may have been lost on
some.

Chapter is first and foremost a
celebration of family; and yes,
sometimes that family has
business it needs to discuss in
order to evaluate their
experiences, and make
necessary decisions to plan for
the future of the Order. This is a
discussion that should involve
all members, not just a few.

In the case of a local fraternity,
it is much easier to gather all
the members together for a
Chapter. As for a Regional or
National Chapter, this is much
more difficult.

To overcome this challenge,
each Regional and National
Council have their own Statutes
which stipulate the determined
number of members who can
vote at an election.

But isn’t this unfair, shouldn’t
all professed members have the
right to vote? The problem with
that notion is, that in order to
have a valid vote, the Chapter
needs to reach a quorum,
meaning there needs to be a
majority of total members
attending. In the case of the
National Chapter, that would
require a majority of the nearly
six hundred professed

members within Australia to
travel to Sydney for each
Elective-Chapter. The same
principle would apply on the
regional level. Clearly, the
improbability of this would
means that the Chapter would
fail to reach a quorum every
time.

The Statutes then, determine a
select number only, in order to
give the Chapter its best chance
of reaching a quorum.

Regardless of this technicality,
such a rule should not
discourage other members
from attending as observers if
they are able to. Members
attending as observers have
just as much input in
discussions, and fully celebrate
in the life of the fraternity
Chapter.

Perhaps we could compare
Chapter to a wedding, where
only a small group of family and
friends are selected to join the
bridal party. However, the
remainder of the family and
friends are there to support
and celebrate the occasion.

At Chapters, even though only a
small number of members will
be called to serve on the
Council, and not all members
have voting privileges, all of the
brothers and sisters are invited
to join and celebrate the
election of our new family
leaders. We joyfully welcome
those who will lead our family
for the following three years.



Home for the Elderly, Principe
News from the field

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 22/2/23

Peace and Joy!

It is with great joy that | finally can convey to you the
good news about the upcoming moment of the arvival of
the first 8 guests of our home for the elderly in Principe
Island. The house has been "baptized" as "Home of Saint
Francis of Assisi".

Thanking God and all our benefactors, among which you
are included, our first guests will arrive next Saturday,
coming from the old Bethany house. As it is now, we will
be able to accommodate 20 persons in the new facility.
Please check the pictures in the attachment.

The medical and nursing facilities are already operative
and at work for almost more than a month now,

welcoming our elderly and staff. Thank you so much.

Now it's time to carry on with God's help and the help of
our benefactors, in these difficult times for us all.

Wishing you all the best,
God Bless you
Br. Fernando Ventura

>

DIRECT DEPOSIT
Secular Franciscan Order
Mission of Australia

BSB: 064151

Account No: 1046 4628

Ongoing Support for Prinosca

Since August, 2020, the OFS Missions of
Australia has been supporting Prinosca
Baretta, the daughter of a Secular Franciscan
member from the province of Goa, India, who
is studying a three-year course in Allied Health
Sciences.

Recently the Missions Office received a letter
of thanks from Prinosca which we would like to
share with all our benefactors who have kindly
contributed to assisting her studies.

Respected Benifactors 17/2/23
I'm Prinosca Perpetual Barvetto, studying in Father
Muller Medical College of Allied Health Sciences

Mangalore.

I'm very grateful for the generous financial
contribution that you have made to support my
studies.

I'm doing well in my studies. Currently 2nd year is
going on. We started going to operation theatre for
our practicals and I'm learning a lot in there.
Theory classes are also going on simultaneously.
Studies are going good.

Thank you, Yours Sincerely
Prinosca Barretto

®

MAIL CHEQUES TO:
Beata Dawidowska OFS
National Treasurer

PO Box 6159

Burton SA 5110

Reference: Your full name

For further information:

Tony Bozicevic OFS
Mission Coordinator
mission@ofsaustralia.org.au




NOTICES

EARTHQUAKE APPEAL VOX Franciscana

In wake of the devastating earthquake in
Turkey and Syria, CIOFS is asking for

_ ) Download the
donations to support our brothers and sisters.

‘Winter/Spring’
. . edition of the
Any donation you can give would be greatly CIOFS news
appreciated. We kindly ask you to send any magazine ‘VOX
donations to the OFS Mission of Australia Franciscana’.

account which will be forwarded on to CIOFS.

BSB: 064 151 https://ciofs.info/n

Acc No: 10464628 ews[yox-
Reference: Earthquake appeal franciscana/

Donations

. Donations to the Secular Franciscan Order are greatly appreciated, and we thank
you for your generosity. Please send your donations via electronic online banking

{ Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.
{ BSB: 064-151 : Account No: 1046 2163

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia

CONTACT US

National Council of Australia: national@ofsaustralia.org.au

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au

South Australia: Andrea Burvill OFS sa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Queensland: Joan Hanley OFS gld@ofsaustralia.org.au

Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia.
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to

national@ofsaustralia.org.au

Articles longer than one page may be edited.




