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Dear Brothers and Sisters in St 
Francis, 

Pace e Bene! 
 
This is the first Newsletter since 
the National Elective Chapter in 
September.  I want to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
outgoing National Councillors 
and in particular to Lola Kelly as 
the outgoing National Minister, 
for their service to the Order at 
this level.  
 
Due to unusual circumstances 
the Spring edition of the 
Newsletter was not published. 
Later in the Newsletter there will 
be a brief report of the National 
Elective Chapter and brief 
biographies of the new National 
Councillors. 
 
As we move into Advent, it is 
easy to be swept up in the 
materialism and rush leading up 
to Christmas.  As Catholics and 
Secular Franciscans, Advent is a 
time of stillness and calm when 
we reflect on the birth of Christ, 
who humbled Himself to enter 
this world in a stable.  It is also a 
time to joyfully prepare 
ourselves spiritually for His 
coming to us at Christmas as a 
helpless infant. May I remind you 
of the words of Saint Clare: 
 

National Minister’s Message 
O marvellous humility! 
O astonishing poverty! 

The King of angels, 
the Lord of heaven and earth, 

is laid in a manger! 
 

(St Clare 4th Letter 20,21.) 
  
2023 – 2026 is going to be a 
joyful time for the Franciscan 
family. During the next three 
years we will be celebrating a 
series of 800-year anniversaries 
of important events in the final 
years of our seraphic father, St 
Francis of Assisi’s life.  We begin 
the celebrations in 2023 with 
focus on the Later Rule of the 
Friars, and Christmas at Greccio; 
in 2024 we will focus on the 
Stigmata; in 2025 on the Canticle 
of the Sun and conclude the 
celebrations in 2026 with the 
Easter of St Francis. 
 
On the 31st of October, Pope 
Francis received not only 
members of the Co-ordinating 
Committee but members of the 
3 branches of the Franciscan 
Family, which includes the 
Secular Franciscans. Some of the 
comments made by Pope Francis 
included: 
• St Francis’ devotion to peace, 

poverty and the care of 
creation 

 
 

• St Francis listened to Jesus 
speaking to him and 
responded to him by 
imitating Christ by following 
the Gospel 

• St Francis walked from 
village to village in Italy and 
through his encounter with 
people drew them closer to 
the Church 

• For those who follow in the 
steps of St Francis, they too 
are called to be firm in 
contemplation, in prayer and 
walk in witness of Christ. 
(Excerpts from Vatican News 
31/10/2022) 

Finally, I take this opportunity to 
pray that the peace and joy of 
Christmas be with you through 
the new year. 

 Maria Iadanza ofs  
National Minister 
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OFS National  
Elective-Chapter 2022 

 
 

THE OLD GIVES WAY 
TO THE NEW 

 
The National Elective Chapter 
was held at St Joseph’s Centre 
Baulkham Hills from 16th to 18th 
September. 
 
It was a very busy schedule and 
the process was presided over by 
Mary Stronach OFS, the Vice-
Minister General for the entire 
international Order. 
 
The weekend began with a 
presentation of reports from 
members of the previous Council 
and the National Conference of 
Spiritual Assistants. From these 
many issues and challenges 
emerged. 
 
The presider Mary, led us 
through a variety of discussion 
questions which challenged the 
delegates to articulate their 
dreams and vision for the Order  

 into the future. We also 
considered the challenges we 
face, and started the process of 
identifying ways to overcome 
these. These discussions 
continued through Friday and 
Saturday and culminated in a 
document outlining the Vision 
for the next ten years. Read the 
Vision Statement here: 
https://bit.ly/3HqTcYr  
 
Those present were inspired on 
the Friday night by presentations 
from a group of young aspiring 
Secular Franciscans from the 
hhhh 

Leichhardt fraternity, as they 
shared stories of their journey 
towards seeking a Franciscan 
way of life. Their stories clearly 
reminded us of our own roots 
and the things which draw and 
hold us to living the gospel life. 
 
On the Saturday evening, 
Michael O’Brien from the 
Franciscan Schools Association, 
shared with us their vision of 
making the Franciscan spirit alive 
and meaningful in schools. This 
was another inspiring input, and 
one which highlighted the extent 
of the larger Franciscan family, 
and the need for us all to work 
together in supporting each 
other’s endeavours.  
(Cont. Pg 2) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A New 
National Council 

 
The Delegates of the 2022 Elective Chapter were 
pleased to elect the following brothers and sisters 
to serve the Order for the next three years: 
 
National Minister – Maria Iadanza OFS 
Newton fraternity, South Australia 
 
National Vice-Minister – Anthony Bozicevic OFS 
Canberra fraternity, NSW & ACT 
 
National Secretary – Michelle McGaurr OFS, 
Canberra fraternity, NSW & ACT 
 
National Treasurer – Beata Davidowska OFS, 
Newton fraternity, South Australia 
 
National Formator – Joan Hanley OFS,  
Wynnum Queensland 
 
National Promotions Officer – Caroline Afful OFS 
Campbelltown fraternity, NSW & ACT 
 
National Spiritual Assistants: 
Fr John Cooper OFM Cap. 
Fr Tony Fox OFM Conv. 
Fr Joseph McKay OFM 

(Continued from page 1) 
This was followed by the ritual 
watering of the Lipstick Maple 
tree which was planted by the 
Secular Franciscan Order at St 
Joseph’s Spirituality Centre 
during the 2016 Chapter. The 
object of the ritual watering is 
part of the process of handing 
over from one Council to the 
next. The tree marked the 
change from the Fraternity of 
Oceania to the Fraternity of 
Australia. 
 
The Sisters of St Joseph have 
been most gracious in 
welcoming us to this venue for 
our major gatherings over the 
past few years. We are very 
grateful to have use of these 
facilities.  
 
It was very special to celebrate 
Mass, and to pray the Liturgy of 
the Hours together. Some of our 
members also visited the Shrine 
of the Unborn at Kellyville. It was 
good getting to know other 
members during meal breaks. 
 
Joan Hanley OFS 
 

OFS National Elective-Chapter 2022 
 
 

The National Council (L-R) Caroline Afful, Joan Hanley, Michelle 
McGaurr, Maria Iadanza, Beata Davidowska, Tony Bozicevic 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFS National Elective-Chapter 2022 
 
 

Greetings to 
Pope Francis 

 
On October 31st, only two weeks after 
being elected as National Minister for 
the OFS in Australia, Maria Iadanza, 
together with a delegation of 
Franciscans from around the world, 
was received by Pope Francis for a 
private papal audience in the 
Clementine Hall, Vatican City. Having 
the opportunity to greet Pope Francis 
personally, Maria told the Holy Father, 
“I bring you greetings from the Secular 
Franciscan Order in Australia.”  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New South Wales & the ACT 

(Above) Congratulations to Vincente Guzman 
(fourth from right), who was professed into the 
Central Coast Fraternity, on July 21st. 
 
(Below) Congratulations to the eight new 
members professed into the Leichhardt 
fraternity on the feast day of St Francis, 
October 4. (L-R) Vy Nguyen, Rosina Rotunno, 
Carmelo Fufaro, Bernadette Phua, Grace Apap, 
Ana-Maria Fufaro, Heherson Alarde, Fr John 
Nguyen, Joe Overlunde, Anna Overlunde, 
Connie Prestipino. 

Congratulations to the Hills fraternity (Top), 
Silverwater fraternity (middle), and the region of NSW 
& ACT on their recent Elective-Chapters (Bottom) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(Top) The Newton fraternity in South 
Australia came together to celebrate 
the feast of St Elizabeth of Hungary on 
November 17. Commencing with Mass, 
the fraternity then continued the 
celebration in the parish hall with 
Hungarian cakes and sweets.  
 
(Below) On November 25th, the 
Newton fraternity celebrated the 60th 
birthday of Fabian Royan OFS.  
 
I would like to wish all our Brothers and 
Sisters all over Australia a blessed 
happy Christmas, and a Holy and 
joyous New Year. 
 
Pax at Bonum, Antonio Bartemucci OFS  
 

South Australia 

Western Australia 
The Western Australian Region of 
the Secular Franciscan Order held 
the annual retreat on the weekend 
of the 28-30 October 2022. The 
retreat was titled “Synodality and 
St Francis”, and was presented by 
Fr Nino Vinciguerra, the 
Coordinator of the Archdiocese of 
Perth Parish Renewal 
Implementation Group. The 
retreat was attended by 19 
participants including enquirers 
who read about the retreat in the 
parish newsletter. A big thank you 
to all who attended and all those 
who participated in the many 
tasks to bring the retreat together. 
 
Fr Nino gave us a great deal to 
think about and to consider as we 
seek to follow the Lord in our own 
days just as St Francis did in his 
own time. His topics included 
Brother Francis inspiring Pope 
Francis, and shared the call to us 
jjjjj 
 
 

from Pope Francis to walk 
together, because God walks 
with us. We shared examples of 
St Francis listening and 
responding to the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit – the story of Wolf 
of Gubbio, the meeting with the 
Sultan, the encounter with the 
leper. Francis didn’t use the term 
‘synodality’ but he lived it each 
day he was seeking God’s will. 

We are challenged to do the 
same. He spoke of the call of 
Jesus to St Francis “to go and 
rebuild my Church” and the call 
from Pope Francis for us to 
renew the Church, our own 
relationships, and deepen our 
relationship with Jesus in the 
Holy Eucharist. We all left the 
retreat with much to reflect 
upon during Advent. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Rodrigo Castellanos and Miriam 
Lesson who were received into St Pascal’s fraternity. 
(Back L-R: Martin Prest, Rodrigo Castellanos, Sr 
Heather Weedon FMM, Patrick Lam; Front: Miriam 
Lesson, Josylin de Sousa, Moya Roadley) 

Queensland 

(Top) Members of the Queensland region 
enjoying their Regional Retreat Day on October 
29. 
 
(Middle & Bottom) The regional celebration of 
the Transitus of St Francis on October 3.  

Victoria  

We congratulate Fr Tony Fox OFM Conv, on the 
fortieth anniversary of his priestly ordination on 
November 27. Thank you Fr Tony for your many 
years of service. May God bless you!   

Congratulations Fr Tony  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION 
Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

^ĞĐƵůĂƌ�&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐĂŶ�KƌĚĞƌ�DŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ 

D/^^/KE 

:ŽŝŶ�ƵƐ�ŝŶ�ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�ŵĂŬĞ�ŐŽŽĚ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶ 

�ĂŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞĐƵůĂƌ�&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚǇ͍ 

^ĞĐƵůĂƌ�&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐĂŶ�KƌĚĞƌ 
DŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ 
�^�͗��Ϭϲϰϭϱϭ 
�ĐĐŽƵŶƚ�EŽ͗��ϬϰϲϰϲϮϴ 

Dƌ�>ĂƌƌǇ��Žǆ�K&^ 
EĂƟŽŶĂů�dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ 
ϯϱ�dŝŶƚĂƌĂ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ 
�ĂƌƐĞůĚŝŶĞ�Y>��ϰϬϯϰ 

&Žƌ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͗ 
>ĞĞůůĞŶ�>ĞǁŝƐ�K&^ 
DŝƐƐŝŽŶ��ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ͕� 
ůĞĞůůĞŶ͘ůĞǁŝƐΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

>Ğƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ďĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌĞĨƌŽŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŽŵŽƟŶŐ�ũƵƐƟĐĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞƐƟŵŽŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐͶ-��ŚĂƉƚĞƌ�ϭϱ͕�dŚĞ�ZƵůĞ�ŽĨ�>ŝĨĞ͕�^ĞĐƵůĂƌ�&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐĂŶ�KƌĚĞƌ 

zŽƵƌ�ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ŶŽ�ŵĂƩĞƌ�ŚŽǁ�ďŝŐ�Žƌ�ƐŵĂůů͕�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ͗ 

DIRECT DEPOSIT  MAIL CHEQUES TO:  For further information: 
Secular Franciscan Order Beata Dawidowska OFS  Tony Bozicevic OFS 
Mission of Australia  National Treasurer  Mission Coordinator 
BSB: 064151   PO Box 6159   mission@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Account No: 1046 4628  Burton SA 5110   
Reference: Your full name 
 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by:

In 2019, The OFS Missions of Australia received a 
request from Fr Fernando Ventura OFM Cap., a 
missionary friar from Portugal seeking funds to 
build a facility for the elderly on the island of 
Principe. The Mission responded generously to this 
request, and today we are pleased to receive news 
of the official house-warming. We graciously thank 
all supporter of our Mission for your generosity in 
contributing to this project.  

 

 
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters , 

 

May the Lord grant you peace. 

Full of joy I share with you the good news of the 

"official"  house-warming, of the house for the elderly in 

Principe Island (Sao Tome e Principe). 

All this came to be thanks to your fraternal sharing. 

 

May the Lord and our father Saint Francis bless you all. 

 

The building is completely paid for. Right now, we "only" 

need to pay for the generator and the rainwater 

harvesting system to allow the house to operate properly 

and to make possible the full use of the equipment we are 

going to use in the infirmary, where we will be able to 

perform even small surgeries. 

 

Once again, my sincere word of thanks    
 

Yours in Christ and Francis of Assisi 

Br. Fernando Ventura OFM 

 

House-Warming: Home for the Elderly, Principe 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franciscan Centenary 

Rome, August 2022  

Dear sisters and brothers of the 
Franciscan Family may the Lord 
give you peace!  

We turn to you, as the 
Committee of the Franciscan 
Family for the Franciscan 
Centenary, to continue the 
dialogue that our six General 
Ministers began on 2 October 
last, when they announced the 
Centenary, and continued with 
the sending, at the beginning of 
May, of the Guidelines entitled 
2023-2026 A Centenary 
articulated and celebrated in 
several Centenaries.  

As you know, it is a text 
translated into 10 languages, 
which presents an outline for 
the celebration of each of the 
stages of the Centenary: in 
2023 the Rule of the Friars, and 
the Christmas at Greccio, in 
2024 the Stigmata, in 2025 the 
Canticle of Brother Sun and in 
2026 the Transitus or, perhaps 
better, the Easter of Francis. 
This text will be the 
fundamental aid for the 
celebration of the Centenary.  

Those of you who have already 
tried to read these Guidelines 
have certainly grasped the 
richness of this proposal. We 
are now sending you a very 
short tool (only two pages) to 
better "enter" the Guidelines 
and to grasp, at a glance, the 
LLL 

connection and articulation of 
the various themes proposed. It 
is a kind of table showing, year by 
year, the various themes related 
to each centenary, showing the 
structure of each centenary, 
articulated on four fundamental 
dimensions. It is a simple 
proposal that aims to show a 
possible use of the guidelines and 
thus stimulate creativity.  

In doing so, we also aim to invite 
you once again, if you have not 
already done so, to read the 
Guidelines, which you can find on 
the Website https://ciofs.info.  

It seems to us very beautiful and 
meaningful that all of us, 
belonging to the one Franciscan 
Family, can retrace together, in 
the different Countries and 
cultures of the world, the 
important stages of the last years 
of life of 'our' Francis of Assis.  

Those in charge of the four 
sectors of Communication, 
Formation, Evangelisation and 

 

 

JPIC of the various Orders and 
Institutes of the Franciscan 
Family have also begun 
coordination work for the 
Centenary. Those responsible for 
Communication are already 
working on a single Centenary 
website for the Franciscan 
Family.  

If, at the end of these four years, 
we could say that we had 
celebrated the centenaries 
together as a Franciscan Family, 
we would already have achieved 
a good result in terms of mutual 
acquaintance and, above all, 
communion.  

May the Lord accompany us on 
this common journey and enable 
us to live the centenary as an 
opportunity to decisively direct 
our gaze towards the future and 
charismatically strengthen our 
Franciscan identity.  

Fraternally, The Franciscan 
Family Committee for the 
Franciscan Centenary.  

 



OBITUARIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RITA PORTELLI OFS - 27th April 1935 - 31st July 2022 
 

Rita was born in a small village 
called Zebbug on the island of 
Gozo, Malta. She lived and 
worked on a small farm. In 
December 1959 she met Joseph 
and in January the following 
year they were married. Within 
six months they immigrated to 
Australia to begin a new life 
together. They settled in 
Warrawong, started a family 
and brought up four children, 
Paul, Mary, Gina and Michael. 
 
 

clean the local church, cook for 
the local priests and brothers, 
or wash their robes. She would 
always help anyone out who 
needed it as well as look after 
her grandchildren. 
 
In recent years mum developed 
Dementia, and this robbed her 
of her recent memories.  
However, her faith was the one 
thing that the dementia could 
not take. Until her last days she 
was praying the Rosary. 
 
On July 31st, she was sadly 
taken from us. She will be 
sorely missed, not only by us 
her family, but also by our 
community. 
 
Paul Portelli OFS 
Vice Minister, Warrawong 
 

Mum joined the OFS in October 
1978. She was a dedicated 
member, attending every 
meeting and Family Day until 
recently as her declining health 
prevented her from attending. 
 
Mum was dedicated to her 
family, her greatest joy was to 
have the family (her four 
children, six grandchildren and 
one great grandchild) over for 
lunch. This was a traditional 
gathering that was loved and 
respected by all her family. 
 
Mum was well known and 
respected amongst the Maltese 
community. She was the kind of 
lady who would do anything for 
anyone. Mum never had a paid 
job, but she was never lazy, she 
volunteered all her time to 
LLLLL 
 EDWARD BOROVNJAK OFS - 26 December 1976 - 28 August 2022 

 

Perhaps we can begin the 
remarkable story of Eddy Borovnjak 
the day when, in a public toilet 
block, he tried hanging himself 
three times. Moments before the 
attempt on his own life, Eddy tried 
to pray a ‘Hail Mary’. Having had 
forgotten the words, he then 
managed to pray an ‘Our Father’. 
He then continued with the 
hanging. However, on each 
LLLLLLLL 
 
 

attempt, a powerful force 
knocked him to the ground and 
undid the noose.  
 
Years earlier, having had lost his 
interest in religion as a teenager, 
Eddy spent many years 
practising demonic influences, 
the occult, drugs, alcohol, 
gambling, prostitution, and even 
had espoused himself to a 
‘witch’. Eddy felt that he no 
longer had anything to offer his 
wife and young children. 
However, following the attempt 
on his own life, Eddy sought out 
the advice of a Catholic priest, 
and there began the powerful 
journey of his conversion. Eddy 
devoted himself to promoting 
the Rosary, and defending the 
LLLLLLL 
 
 

teachings of the Catholic 
Church, particularly in the fight 
against abortion.   
 
Eddy had developed a rare form 
of cancer, and having been 
given only weeks to live, he was 
permitted to receive an 
emergency Profession into the 
Secular Franciscan Order at the 
Kellyville fraternity, in which he 
had already been in formation. 
 
Eddy’s story of conversion has 
touched many thousands of 
people. His full story can be 
heard throughout his vast 
interviews and Youtube videos: 
 
https://bit.ly/3PolK6T 
 
 



	

 

 

CONTACT US 

National Council of Australia: national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Joan Hanley OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

Donations 
	
Donations	to	the	Secular	Franciscan	Order	are	greatly	appreciated,	and	we	thank	
you	for	your	generosity.	Please	send	your	donations	via	electronic	online	banking	

	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 :  Account	No:	1046 2163 

	
 

 NOTICES 

VOX Franciscana 
 
 
 Download	the	
Summer/Autumn	
edition	of	the	
CIOFS	news	
magazine	‘VOX	
Franciscana’.		
 
https://ciofs.info/n
ews/vox-
franciscana/  
 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 

national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Articles longer than one page may be edited.  

 

 
Introduction to an autobiography by Fr Carl 
Schafer OFM  https://bit.ly/3aRXMBe  
 


