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National Minister’s Message 
 
Pax et Bonum! 
 
We have been journeying through Lent; the time of drawing 
closer to our loving God and of reflecting on what prevents us 
from doing so. It is a time of being open to conversion and 
therefore to change in ourselves.  
 
“With Jesus, obedient to death, they should seek to know and 
do the will of the Father. They should give thanks to God for the 
gift of freedom and for the revelation of the law of love…” (GC 
Art 12.2. Rule 10)  
 
“The brothers and sisters should love meeting God as His 
children and they should let prayer and contemplation be the 
soul of all they are and do.” (GC Art 12.3 Rule 8) 
 
Therefore, as Article 13.2 states, “In the spirit of conversion, they should live out their love for the 
renewal of the Church, which should be accompanied by personal and communal renewal.  The fruits 
of conversion, which is a response to the love of God, are the works of charity in the interactions with 
brothers and sisters.”  
 
In this time of Lent, with the reality of this pandemic, and our concern for the war in Ukraine, I am 
finding it difficult to balance my life as wife, mother, grandmother, twin sister, and friend with my 
commitment as a Secular Franciscan. No doubt you too are under the same pressure, yet it is this 
very real situation that challenges our commitment to this way of life. It is the very essence of 
penance and conversion and something we should offer up to God. This is what I am trying to do 
and what I pray you too are able to do. In this we are living gospel fraternity together.    
 
This time of lent then, is an absolute gift to us as we become more aware of the incredible love of 
the Father in allowing the death on the cross of His Son to bring us to salvation and freedom.  
May we give Him all thanks and praise! 
 
Lola Kelly ofs. 
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CONTACT US 

National Council of Australia: national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.		
	
National	Council	bank	account	details:	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 
Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the 
National Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always 
remember our members who have gone 
before us. 
 

 NOTICES 
                             Trilogy 

 
The new “Trilogy” contains  
the “The Rule and  
Commentary”, “The  
General Constitutions”  
and “The Ritual” 
  
Please contact your  
Regional Minister to order  
a copy.  
 
Payments should be made to the 
National bank account as detailed 
in the notice below.  

VOX Franciscana 
 
 
 Download	the	
Winter	edition	of	
the	CIOFS	news	
magazine	‘VOX	
Franciscana’.		
 
https://ciofs.info/ne
ws/vox-
franciscana/  
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
 

2021 Annual theme: 
 Family Commission 

 
The sixth instalment of material, from the 
CIOFS family commission, to all local 
 
fraternities to continue 
reflecting on the family 
as we were invited to do 
during the 2014 General 
Chapter. 

Like us on 
Facebook 

 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
 
Best wishes to all, as we look forward to reduced humidity days, the mop up 
after continuous rain & floods, and reduced covid restrictions, especially at 
Mass each week. 

 
Our fraternities are meeting regularly, and planning for the year ahead, with elections, 
Fraternal and Pastoral Visitations, as well as other activities. The Holy Spirit Fraternity in 
Kedron had their Regional Visitation on Sunday 20 March. The Regional Council is continuing 
discussions for the forthcoming Queensland Regional elections in mid-year, as well as the 
Holy Spirit Fraternity elections shortly thereafter. 
 
The Cairns emerging group is going strongly with continued interest and formation 
occurring. Guardian Angels Formator Sophia, Joan and Carmel continue to support the 
group.  
 
Blessings to all 
 
 

New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 
 
The NSW & ACT Regional Council recently held its first face-to-face meeting 
since May last year. It was nice to finally see each other once more in the 
true spirit of ‘fraternity’. Plans are now on the way to organise regional 

activities such as retreats, Family Day, as well as a back-log of fraternity Chapters that were 
not able to go ahead last year. 
 
The region has been blessed with new Professions and Admissions in the Leichhardt and 
Campbelltown fraternities. We congratulate those new members and wish them many 
blessings upon their spiritual journey.  
 
I would also like that thank our Regional Spiritual Assistant Fr Joseph Nguyen OFM, who 
recently resigned from the council due to his many other commitments. We also wish him 
many blessings as he continues to serve our Lord throughout his many ministries.  
 
Lastly I would like to thank members from right across Australia who joined us in an online 
Rosary on March 25 to pray for the Consecration of Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. May they be granted the period of peace as promised by heaven. 
 
Pax et bonum! 
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Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
 
Finally, Victoria has some good news to report! The Regional Council has now 
met and is planning our calendar for 2022. Among other agenda items we 

have now collected our levies for the year and have passed that on to the National Council.  
Members from the St Anthony's fraternity in Hawthorn are now returning back to monthly 
meetings, although there are still some elderly members who are still nervous at coming 
together in groups. The fraternity currently has one person in formation.  
Ann Doherty, the principal of Ava Maria school is taking students on a study tour to Assisi. 
We wish them all well and look forward to hearing of their experience when they return.   
 
St Paschal's Box Hill fraternity will now be meeting at The Yarra Theological College, 34 
Bedrord Road, Box Hill entrance by the front door, at 1pm on the third Sunday of the 
month. Currently there are four people in formation, with one Admitted on March 16.  
 
St Joseph's in Springvale, like the other fraternities, are still slowly coming back to meetings.  
On the 29th March, the fraternity was pleased to welcome their two newest professed 
members.  
 
 
 

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
 
The Newton Fraternity celebrated the closing of 2021 with a shared lunch on 
December 19, at the St Francis of Assisi School grounds. Members brought their 
choice of food and drinks.  

 
Congratulations to Giovanna Mercuri OFS who celebrated her 90th birthday with a large 
tasty cake. Over 30 members attended, including our Capuchins Friars, OFS Spiritual 
Assistant Fr John Spiteri OFS Cap, Fr Eldridge Dsouza OFM Cap, and Fr James Grant OFM 
Cap. At the conclusion of the lunch, we assembled in St Francis Assisi parish Church for a 
reflection on the Stations of Christmas with Benediction, including the singing of Christmas 
carols.    
 
A Refection Day was held on the 2nd April 2022,  from9:30am to 3:00pm, at the St Francis of 
Assisi Parish Hall Newton. The theme was “Lent- Looking through the eyes of Francis”, led 
by Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap. Participants brought their own lunch, drinks, and smiles. 
 
Our Regional Retreat is planned for 29 April - 1st May, at the Monastery Glen Osmond. The 
retreat theme will be “The Final Years of St Francis”, led by Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap. 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 
Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS, Regional Minister 
Hi everyone from all of us here in the West. 
 
We have opened our borders and are now able to travel and for people to visit. This 
is a source of great joy to be reconnected to family and the Franciscan family around 

Australia. It is also a source of trepidation as we expect the COVID cases to increase. Our lives 
here will continue to be a bit different with the masks and the 2m2 per person rule for a while 
yet. It is a bit awkward attending meetings in the masks but it is better to be able to meet 
than not. While we have only had short lockdowns in the West and therefore less disruption 
to meetings over the last two years, we need now to push through these last inconveniences. 
Hopefully this marathon is coming to an end so we can all get back to normal. 
 
For our three active fraternities, we have all returned to meetings for 2022.  
 
The Western Australian Regional Council is working on the 2022 calendar which will be 
circulated shortly. 
 
As usual during Lent, Balcatta Fraternity hosted Stations of the Cross on Sunday 20 March at 
St Lawrence's Church, Balcatta. We were able to share afternoon tea on the veranda outside 
the Alverna Centre which enabled us to remove masks and share a ‘cuppa’. All went well. 
 
Sister Death has visited Balcatta Fraternity with the passing of Mary Malone on 28 December 
2021 and Kalgoorlie Fraternity with the passing of Gabriel Morey on 24 February 2022. There 
are also a number of sick members needing our prayers at this time. We continue to pray for 
them. 
 
We wish everyone a healthy and happy 2022 and many blessings for Easter. We also join our 
prayers together for peace in all the trouble spots of the world. 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Giovanna Mercuri OFS, and Gino Allevi OFS, 
both from Adelaide, who recently celebrated significant birthdays.  
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The Leichhardt fraternity had double reasons to celebrate with the recent profession of Anna-Marie 
Biorci (left photo, 3rd from left), and the Admission of Heherson Alarde (right) 
 

Congratulations to Kris Wrona who was 
Admitted into the Campbelltown fraternity 
on 20 February (4th from the right) 

Congratulation to Robert Holmes who was 
Professed into the Taree fraternity on 15 
December 2021 (2nd from right) 

Over 60 members from all across Australia joined 
online on March 25 to pray for Russia and Ukraine 

Congratulations to Celina Saldanto and Martina 
Bruce who were recently professed into the 
Springvale fraternity in Melbourne.  
(Front L-R: Tina Row, Martina Bruce, Celina 
SaldantoAtkinson Sinsek. Back L-R: Br Louis 
Schmidt, Helen Britton, Fr John Vayalikarettu 
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CAN YOU?
FRANCISCAN.

OFS MISSION OF AUSTRALIA 

C  A  N   Y  O  U
M  A  K  E   A   D  I  F  F  E  R  E  N  C  E ?
THROUGH YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT WE CAN HELP TO PREVENT POVERTY

AND PROVIDE RESOURCES TO HELP THOSE IN NEED

National OFS Mission of Australia
BSB Code: 064 151  |  Acct No: 10464 628
Ref: Your own name 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
https://ofsaustralia.org.au/our-mission/ 
  

MISSION 
Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

MISSION 

Join us in helping make good happen 

Can you help the Secular Franciscans to help the needy? 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB:  064151 
Account No:  0464628 

Mr Larry Cox OFS 
National Treasurer 
35 Tintara Street 
Carseldine QLD 4034 

For further information: 
Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission Coordinator,  
leellen.lewis@gmail.com 

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their 
courageous initiatives—- Chapter 15, The Rule of Life, Secular Franciscan Order 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by: 

DIRECT DEPOSIT  MAIL CHEQUES TO:  For further information: 
Secular Franciscan Order Mr Larry Cox OFS   Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission of Australia  National Treasurer  Mission Coordinator 
BSB: 064151   PO Box 570   Leellen.lewis@gmail.com 
Account No: 1046 4628  ASPLEY QLD 4034   
Reference: Your full name 
 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by:

Please visit our Mission webpage at https://ofsaustralia.org.au/our-mission/ 

Principe Update 
 

Thank you to Br Venture for sending us this 
video showing the progress of the home for 
the frail and aged in Principe that the 
Secular Franciscan Order in Australia 
continues to support through the generous 
donations of our members. 

 
VIDEO LINK https://bit.ly/3wPw0ho 
 

   

Ukraine Fund 
 
The OFS Minister General, Tibor Kauser OFS, has written to all national 
fraternities around the world, asking for donations to assist those suffering in 
Ukraine. The Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia is fully supportive of 
this fund and is asking for members from around Australia to consider making 
a donation. So far many of you have contributed, and to date we have already 
sent over $7500 to CIOFS to assist our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. To make 
a donation, please use the details below, with the reference “UKRAINE” 
 

Click link to read the letter 
https://bit.ly/3iTbMuN 
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OBITUARIES  
 
 
 
 

Szcepan [Simon] Ziembicki OFS 1939 -  
 
 

Simon was born in Choroszcz, Poland on October 15, 1939, and 
passed away peacefully Adelaide, on January 12, 2022, Aged 82 
years. He was one of 7 children, and also the loving father of Mark 
and Luiza.  
 
Simon and his wife immigrated to Australia in October 1973, from 
Poland, where he was a lecture in engineering. He had started his 
PhD in engineering, but due to his immigrating never completed it. In 
Australia he was a senior engineer at B.H.P. for 20 years. Simon never 
had television, he just read a lot of books.  
     

Simon came to inquire about the Secular Franciscan Order at the Newton Fraternity in early 
2002, and was Professed on October 7th 2004. The Newton fraternity was privileged to have 
Simon as a Member of the Secular Franciscan Order. Simon was a true Franciscan, and 
everything in him was Catholic, full of humility, and simplicity, a humble down to earth 
person. Simon always had something special to tell us in our Fraternity meetings, of his life 
experiences in living out his faith, in the Church, in Fraternity and the world. 
 
Every morning Simon would arrive at St Francis Assisi Church in Newton, just after 7am in 
readiness to begin the Divine Office with his brothers and sisters, followed by Mass. He then 
remained behind for Rosary and Adoration until 9:30. 
 
His dedication as a sacristan, especially in preparing for the Exposition and Benediction 
every month for the last 18 years for his brothers and sisters in the Secular Franciscan Order 
was impeccable. Simon was a Sacristan for over 40 years in serving the Church that he 
loved. For many years Simon prayed outside the Mareeba Abortion Clinic twice a month for 
two hours and was a regular volunteer for 40 days for Life. Many Catholics would remember 
Simon praying all night, twice a week on Friday and Saturday nights, at St Raphael’s Parkside 
parish, arriving just before 11pm and departing about 8am the next morning.   
 
Simon you were a true Brother to all your Secular Franciscan Brothers and Sisters. Thank 
you for the privilege of having known you, and may you Rest In Peace.    
        
Prepared by Antonio Bartemucci ofs  
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Dr Robert (Rove) Victor Varman OFS 

 
 

It was with great sadness that we farewelled Brother Antonio 
(Profession name) – Rove – at a Requiem Mass on 21st 
December, 2021, at St Cecilia's Church, Wyong.  
 
Rove first attended our Fraternity in August 2009, and was 
Professed in August 2011. He served on the fraternity council in 
numerous positions, including Minister from March 2018 to July 
2021 when ill-health forced him to resign. Rove was a passionate 
Secular Franciscan and also served as NSW Regional Secretary 

from November 2016 to July 2020. 
 
Rove received a BA with Honours from Sydney University in 1977, and was granted his PhD 
in 1994. As an archaeologist, Rove was particularly renowned for his knowledge, skills, 
methods and patience, especially for his work on the early days of white Australian 
settlement, and in particular on Norfolk Island, where he established a museum of artefacts. 
One of his early projects was an emergency excavation at the old Sydney cemetery in Town 
Hall / St Andrews Cathedral in 1974, where he uncovered crypt tombs. 
 
Retiring as an archaeologist, Rove gravitated to undertake studies in healthcare so that he 
could devote time to the care and comfort of patients at Wyong and Gosford. 
 
Living humbly, Rove lived the Gospel as St Francis would have wanted, loving people and all 
of creation. He read extensively about the life of St Francis, and made Jesus Christ the 
inspiration and centre of his life.  
 
He especially loved singing and chanting, and was an enthusiastic member of two parish 
choirs in Wyong and The Entrance. He was also an Acolyte at St Cecilia’s Parish, serving at 
Mass each morning. 
 
Rove was a shining example of the five Franciscan values of service, humility, peacemaking, 
contemplation and collegiality. He actively promoted peace and goodwill, ensuring that his 
life centred on forgiveness, mercy, justice, tolerance and love. Rove enjoyed gardening and 
nature. His daily activities included reading the Office and Gospels and serving at Mass, 
enabling him to live life, going from Gospel to life, and life to Gospel.  
 
We as a fraternity got to know Rove during the last 12 years of his life when he answered 
the call to become a professed Secular Franciscan. He had many friends and was a special 
friend to us all. Rove’s death is a sorrowful occasion, but it is linked to our joyful and 
confident trust that it is a gateway to his ultimate union with God. 
 
Rove was a true gentleman, dearly loved, highly respected and sadly missed. 
 
Obituary by Gerard Price OFS, St Joachim and St Anne Fraternity, The Central Coast 
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OFS NATIONAL WEBSITE 
https://ofsaustralia.org.au  

Monthly Spiritual Messages 

Featured Articles 

April – An Order of Penitents 
 

https://bit.ly/3DP4QZC  

March – Discovering Christ Part 3 
 

https://bit.ly/38tHOMd 

February - Discovering Christ Part 2 
 

https://bit.ly/3r0ojRW 
 

January - Discovering Christ Part 1 
 

https://bit.ly/37lwnpn  

Celebrating 800 Years 
Part 3 

 

https://bit.ly/3EqUCNr 

Wells4Africa News and 
Annual Report 

 

https://bit.ly/3uO2MNi   

Monthly Spiritual 
Message September 

 

https://bit.ly/3ejzNsU  

Monthly Spiritual 
Message August 

 
https://bit.ly/3pjDftF  

Franciscan Saints 
Catherine of England 

 
https://bit.ly/3yOKQUo  

Prayers and Fasting for 
Ukraine 

https://bit.ly/3uYtJxV 
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

 
This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 
Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: national@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 

St Pedro de San José 
Betancur 1626-1667 

 
Canonised in 2002, St Pedro 
became the first saint for 
Central America. Born in the 
Canary Islands, at a young 
age he worked as a shepherd 
and often retreated to small 
caves to pray. At the age of 
24 Pedro followed his brother 
and travelled to the ‘New 
World’. There he made his 
way to Guatemala in search 
of work. However, his great 
desire was to be a priest. 
Pedro spent three years in 
the seminary, however, no 
matter how hard he tried, the 
academic study proved 
beyond his ability, and so he 
withdrew. In 1655 Pedro 
joined the Third Order 
Franciscans, and thereon he 
would often visit the 
hospitals, lepers, prisons, the 
unemployed, and taught 
catechism to poor children. 
Pedro also opened a hospital 
and school for the poor, and 
a shelter for the homeless. In 
order to bring charity to the 
wealthy residents of the city, 
he would often walk around 
ringing a bell calling them to 
repentance. In his work, 
Pedro was assisted by other 
members of the Franciscan 
third order. After a life of 
labour and penance, Pedro 
died at the age of 41. 
  

Bl Anthony of Hungary 
d. 1398 

 
Blessed Anthony was a pilgrim 
from Hungary. In the year 1350 
he travelled to Italy during a 
special jubilee year 
promulgated by the Pope, in 
order to obtain the special 
indulgences attached to such 
pilgrims. After having visited 
Rome, Anthony then travelled 
to Assisi where he joined the 
Third Order of St Francis. 
Soon afterwards, in the nearby 
town of Foligno, he fell ill. He 
was taken to hospital, where 
he eventually recovered. 
During his time in that 
particular hospital, he was 
filled with so much love from 
the care he received. In 
gratitude, after he had 
recovered, Anthony 
consecrated his life to remain 
in the hospital and give back 
the same love which he had 
received. He displayed a 
remarkable level of holiness 
and charity towards all the sick 
patients, and became a light 
and model to the nurses in the 
institution. In addition, he led a 
very strict life of prayer and 
penance. After serving in the 
hospital for 48 years, Anthony, 
who was regarded as a saint 
by all, died. After his death 
many wonderful miracles took 
place at his grave. 
 

Catherine of Bosnia 
1424- 1487 

 
Catherine was the Queen of 
Bosnia, and wife of King 
Stjepan Thomas. She was 
born at a time when the 
Republic of Bosnia was under 
constant attack from the 
Muslim Turks. Queen 
Catherine was a strong 
support to the local 
Franciscans who were 
defending the Christian 
religion in the land. Around the 
year 1468, the Turks took 
captive the king and their son, 
demanding they give up their 
faith. The king, having refused 
to apostatize, was tortured to 
death. The son, however, 
gave into the Turks demands 
and turned to Islam. The son’s 
apostacy grieved Queen 
Catherine more than the 
death of her husband. Having 
fled Bosnia, Catherine took 
refuge in Rome where she 
was received by Pope Sixtus 
IV, who entered her into the 
Third Order of St Francis, and 
was himself a member. From 
there on, Catherine lived a life 
of charity to the poor, and 
gave the last of what she had 
to alleviate their needs. 
Through the spirit of humility, 
piety and patients, Catherine 
offered up all her works in 
prayer for her lost son, and for 
all of Bosnia.  
 
 
 
 


