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National Minister’s Message 
 
Pax et bonum 
 
Another year is coming to an end, and we have been 
preparing ourselves in this time of Advent for the coming of 
the Infant Jesus.  

 
We have just completed the year of St Joseph on the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, but I wish to reflect a little more 
deeply on this man of whom the Gospels are the only reliable 
source of information. They have left us a clear outline of his 
character and present him as the patient instrument of God, 
who does what is required of him with unquestioning faith 
and trust. 
 
Matthew tells us that Joseph, in a dream, had Mary's 
miraculous conception of a baby explained to him by an 
angel. Joseph accepts Jesus as his son because the Angel 
requests him to do so Matthew 1:20 “Joseph son of David,  

Celebrating 
800 years 

 

1221-2021 
 

do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the 
Holy Spirit.” The angel also told Joseph in this dream to name the baby “Jesus!” His faithful 
protection of the family in his charge, his willing acceptance of the hardship of exile in Egypt, his 
prompt obedience to the demands of God, his constancy under trial, his calm dignity at all times, 
these mark him out as the “just or godly man” who can be proposed as a model to all Christians.  

 
Christ’s own attractive human character, with its forthrightness, courage and deep charity, was 
developed under the example and upbringing he received from Joseph.  

 
Both Mary and Joseph are integral parts of the mystery of the Incarnation; and insofar as this 
mystery is extended through time in the mystical body of the Word made Flesh, Joseph continues 
his role of fostering, protecting, and guiding the Church.  
 
Pope Francis says, “Each of us discover in St Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily 
discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and guide in times of trouble. 
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  	St Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadow can play an incomparable 

role in the history of salvation. He also states that “I have a great love for St Joseph because 
he is a man of silence and strength. On my table I have an image of St Joseph sleeping. Even 
when he is asleep, he is taking care of the Church.” 

 
The Emeritus Benedict XVI says, “Let us allow ourselves to be infected by St Joseph’s silence. 
We need it greatly, in a world that is often too noisy that does not favour meditation or listening 
to the voice of God.” 

 
St Pope John Paul II states, “St Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the upright guardian 
of those entrusted to his care. May he always guard protect and enlighten families.” 
 
Of all the things written about St Joseph, the Capuchin Franciscan Friar, St Laurence of 
Brindisi, Doctor of the Church, writes that Joseph stands out in a special way because from 
all eternity when God decided on the incarnation of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, 
God thought first of “Jesus” then of “Mary” and then of “Joseph.” Thus, placing Joseph in a 
higher place in the order of creation after Jesus, and Mary. This suggests that the grace of St 
Joseph remains for us a mystery hidden in God.  

 
 

Finally, I cannot help but reflect on and admire St Joseph’s love of JESUS and MARY. His 
quick response to GRACE and his deep INTERIOR life. 

 
May each one of us be open to the grace of our loving Saviour this Christmas as we reflect 
on the wonder of the coming of the Lord in such humility, as a baby. 

 
May joy be your gift at Christmas and may faith, hope and love be your treasure in the New 
Year. 
 
Lola Kelly ofs 
 

…National Minister’s Message continued 

 

 

From the Crib to the Cross 
 

As our Lord Jesus was found in the 
humility of the Crib and the Cross, 

may we at this time of Christmas also 
find Incarnation of God in the humility 

of the Most Blessed Eucharist. 
 

The OFS National Council of 
Australia wishes each of our members 

and their families and holy and 
blessed Christmas 
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CONTACT US 

National Council of Australia: national@ofsaustralia.org.au  
NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.		
	
National	Council	bank	account	details:	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 
Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the 
National Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always 
remember our members who have gone 
before us. 
 

 NOTICES 
                             Trilogy 

 
The new “Trilogy” contains  
the “The Rule and  
Commentary”, “The  
General Constitutions”  
and “The Ritual” 
  
Please contact your  
Regional Minister to order  
a copy.  
 
Payments should be made to the 
National bank account as detailed 
in the notice below.  

VOX Franciscana 
 
 
 Download	the	
Summer	edition	
of	the	CIOFS	news	
magazine	‘VOX	
Franciscana’	
 
https://ciofs.info/ne
ws/vox-
franciscana/  
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
 

2021 Annual theme: 
 Family Commission 

 
The sixth instalment of material, from the 
CIOFS family commission, to all local 
 
fraternities to continue 
reflecting on the family 
as we were invited to do 
during the 2014 General 
Chapter. 

Like us on 
Facebook 

 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
The final get-together for the Queensland region was held at Kedron with 
the Wynnum fraternity in November. The Christmas celebration and 
Mass included our married deacon Adrian Eldridge (member of the Holy 
Spirit fraternity) who was recently ordained by the Archbishop of Brisbane 

Rev Mark Coleridge DD. Deacon Adrian assisted Fr Joseph McKay OFM with the 
end of the year Mass for the OFS. 
 
Our annual fund-raising raffle was drawn, with about 20 prizes distributed. 
 
Our fraternity members are now taking a break with many family functions and other  
commitments at this time of year. 
 
We are all looking forward to 2022, prayerfully and hopefully being Covid free, and life 
can return to something other than Zoom meetings! 
 
Blessings for Christmas and New Year to each and everyone, and may you have a 
Blessed Advent, a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year. 
 
 

New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 
Despite all the challenges of 2021, the region made most of what was 
available to us. Even though most of us are tired of Zooming, it 
nevertheless continued to connect many of our members and offered an 
opportunity for fraternity and formation.  

 
On November 6, the region held its first Chapter in two years. Although restrictions 
were being eased at the time, the Council thought it was safest to hold it online. We 
were grateful to Bishop Vincent Long who spoke to the members about ‘Servant 
Leadership’ and how to live this today within our fraternities.  
 
I would like to thank all of our members and fraternities for their support and friendship 
throughout the year. Our closeness and love for the Franciscan family was crucial in 
maintaining the smooth running of the region.  
 
On a sad note, I would like to acknowledge the passing of our dear brother Rove 
Varman, who went to God on December 12. Rove was a most passionate brother of 
Francis and had a great love for God and the Catholic Church. He served twice on the 
Regional Council and his humility and holiness was an inspiration to us all. He will be 
truly missed. May he now rest in the loving Sacred Heart of our Lord Jesus. 
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In closing, I wish all of our members throughout Australia a very holy and blessed 
Christmas as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus! Pax et bonum.  
 
 

Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
At last we are all meeting again in person after the long lockdowns. 
We are still to hold a regional face to face meeting, but the Council has 
kept in touch with all fraternities by Zoom and phone. 

 
St Anthony’s Hawthorn held a Christmas lunch followed by Mass. Many of their 
members are getting older. Natalina Serraglio passed away, she was in her 90’s. She 
was a long active member until she went into care. They now have one young member 
in formation, the other has been transferred to South Australia for work. We are hoping 
he will meet up with the fraternities there. 
  
St Paschal’s held their first meeting for two years in November. Thanks to the help of 
Br Matthew Beckman we are still able to meet at St Paschal’s. Also, thank you to Fr 
Joe Mackay who assisted in finding a new spiritual Assistant.  
 
We are now grateful to have Sr Heather Weeden FMM join us. She was the Spiritual 
Assistant to the Chelsea fraternity before they went into recess. She is now looking 
forward to joining us. In the new year the fraternity will be focusing on “Laudato Si” for 
the on-going formation. Despite the ageing of the fraternity, several new members 
have joined the meetings.  
 
It will be a busy year ahead, including a fraternity election. Until then, we are most 
grateful that we are still able to call St Pascal’s our home.  
  
St Joseph’s Springvale have had two face to face meetings. It was great to see 
everyone again. All of our members are well and enthusiastic about returning to 
meetings.  
 
Anne Sheridan passed away last month. Anne was a very active member, even though 
she had MS, she was formator both for regional and local fraternity levels. 
 
Last week we held a Christmas get together followed by a lovely Mass. 
We have had one Profession and one Admission finally after it had been put on hold 
due to Covid restrictions. 
  
Wishing everyone God’s blessings for Christmas and through the New Year. 
 

 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
The Newton OFS Fraternity was blessed to have the Professions of Anna 
Maria Greco and Fabian Royan, at the St Francis of Assisi Church, on St 
Francis of Assisi Feast Day, 4th October. Our Spiritual Assistant, Fr John 

Spiteri OFM Cap and Parish Priest Fr Eldridge D’Sousa OFM Cap, celebrated the 
Mass.  
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Following the Profession all processed into the hall where a cake for the occasion was 
waiting with coffee and tea. 
 
Newton OFS Fraternity held the Transitus at St Francis of Assisi on the 3rd October. It 
was well attended with OFS members, parishioners, members of the Anglican Third 
Order Society of St Francis, Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Franciscan Sisters of St Anthony, as well as Fr Eldridge and Fr John OFM Cap. Bread 
rolls and almond bread were blessed and distributed to all who attended.  
 
A Promotion Day for the regional fraternity was held at St Francis Xavier Cathedral 
hall on 6th November 2021. Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap gave a talk on St Francis and 
the Brothers and Sisters of Penance. This was followed by three OFS testimonies, by 
Diana Venturini OFS, Lionel Rodrigues OFS and Alan Favero OFS. A power point 
presentation, ‘To Be a Secular Franciscan’ was presented by Peggy McNiel OFS and 
Maria Iadanza OFS. The day was attended by three enquirers. 
          
The Regional Fraternity held a Non-Elective Chapter on November 24 at St Francis of 
Assisi Hall Newton. The theme for the day was “St Joseph, in the Living of the Gospel 
Life”. By the end of the Chapter I believe we had a different connection with St Joseph. 
The Chapter included the usual reports, as well as confirmation on the 2022 Regional 
Retreat to be held from April 29, 30th and 1st May 2022. The Retreat Master will be Fr 
John Nguyen OFM Cap. 
 
The Closing of the Year for the Regional Immaculate Conception Fraternity of South 
Australia was Celebrated on 7th December with holy Mass of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary our Patron, celebrated by Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap. The Mass 
was well attended with Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, OFS members from 
Newton and Lockleys.       
 
In closing I would like to wish all brothers and sisters of the OFS a Merry Christmas 
and a Holy and safe New Year 2022. 
 
Pax et Bonum 
 
 

Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS, Regional Minister 
From all of us in the West we wish all our Brothers and Sisters a very happy 
and holy Christmas. May the Christ Child guide us in all peace, joy and 
hope during this Christmas Season. 
 

Since the last newsletter it has been very busy with the Feast of St Francis and our 
Retreat at the end of October. 
 
The Transitus of St Francis was well attended and incorporated a celebration of 40 
years of Balcatta Fraternity of Our Lady's Assumption. We gathered at the Our Lady 
Queen of Poland Church in Maylands and had a special Mass and Transitus. Then  
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moved to the hall for supper. It was a good time to catch up with the members of the 
local fraternities. 
 
Fr Greg Donovan, a priest of the Perth Archdiocese, gave us our Retreat this year on 
the theme of Brother Sun, Sister Moon: Reflections on Our Relationship with God, the 
Church, Each Other and the Environment. I made some notes. We were able to return 
to a live-in/live-out format this year as there were no capacity restrictions. The retreat 
ran over the weekend 29-31 October and this year we sat in a large circle which suited 
our theme very well as we could see everyone and engage everyone to share 
thoughts at the end of each talk. Fr Greg's theme focused us on relationships and how 
to make them grow. As we are called into deeper relationship with God, we will find all 
our other relationships deepened as we become more human, more like Jesus.  
   
Please remember in your prayers the following members who passed away in the last 
few months. 
Dominic Chew 03/09/2021 
Rev Dick Scallan 29/09/2021 
Audrey Lewis 30/11/2021 
  
The Balcatta Fraternity celebrated a Franciscan Christmas with readings from Pope 
Francis' Apostolic Letter on the meaning and importance of the nativity scene and 
carols on Sunday 19 December at St Theresa's Church Gwelup. It was well attended 
with members from Perth and Balcatta Fraternities and the local parish community. 
The readings were very meaningful and were enjoyed by everyone. The afternoon tea 
was also a great opportunity to share fraternity with one another. 
  
Have a wonderful Christmas and may 2022 be kind to us all as we continue our 
Franciscan journey. Pax et Bonum. 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members from the Western Australian fraternities during their 
annual retreat in October 
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The NSW & ACT Regional Non-Elective Chapter 

 

Secular Franciscan Order 

1221-2021 
Celebrating 800 Years 

Of Memoriale Propositi & 
The establishment of the 
Third Order Franciscans 

(Above) Congratulations to Adrian Eldridge (left) from the Kedron fraternity who was ordained 
as a married deacon for the Archdiocese of Brisbane on November 13. (Left) Pictured with 
the Kedron fraternity, (Right) Pictured Fr Joe McKay OFM 

Congratulations to Maria Greco 
(Admitted) and Fabian Royan 
(Professed) into the St Francisc Assisi 
fraternity in newton, South Australia. 
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CAN YOU?
FRANCISCAN.

OFS MISSION OF AUSTRALIA 

C  A  N   Y  O  U
M  A  K  E   A   D  I  F  F  E  R  E  N  C  E ?
THROUGH YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT WE CAN HELP TO PREVENT POVERTY

AND PROVIDE RESOURCES TO HELP THOSE IN NEED

National OFS Mission of Australia
BSB Code: 064 151  |  Acct No: 10464 628
Ref: Your own name 

 
 
 
 

THE MILK BANK 
 
The National Secular Franciscan Order 
of Australia Mission is a supporter of 
the Capuchin Friars’ healthy eating 
project, Banco de Leite (The Milk 
Bank), which operates on the Islands 
of San Tome e Principe off the Ivory 
Coast, Africa. 
  
The aim of The Milk Bank is to secure 
fresh drinking milk for babies and young children to supplement their daily nutritional 
intake. The project also supports the delivery of educational resources to young children. 
  
Look at this short video to see this commendable project at work! https://bit.ly/3egyf2D  

  

MISSION 
Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

MISSION 

Join us in helping make good happen 

Can you help the Secular Franciscans to help the needy? 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB:  064151 
Account No:  0464628 

Mr Larry Cox OFS 
National Treasurer 
35 Tintara Street 
Carseldine QLD 4034 

For further information: 
Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission Coordinator,  
leellen.lewis@gmail.com 

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their 
courageous initiatives—- Chapter 15, The Rule of Life, Secular Franciscan Order 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by: 

DIRECT DEPOSIT  MAIL CHEQUES TO:  For further information: 
Secular Franciscan Order Mr Larry Cox OFS   Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission of Australia  National Treasurer  Mission Coordinator 
BSB: 064151   PO Box 570   Leellen.lewis@gmail.com 
Account No: 1046 4628  ASPLEY QLD 4034   
Reference: Your full name 
 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by:

JBMS CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
 
A generation of young children are missing 
out on an education at Mutemwa, Zimbabwe. 
Education in Zimbabwe is not a right it's a 
privilege that many families cannot afford. 
Help JBMS change the narrative for the 
children living at Mutemwa.This year, JBMS 
Christmas Appeal is focussed on providing 
education to all the children living at 
Mutemwa in Zimbabwe.Mutemwa is a 
community which not only cares for the needs 
of the patients, but also their families. 
 
To find out about how you can help, please 
visit: https://bit.ly/3H7Tr7q  
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https://ofsaustralia.org.au  

Latest Articles 

Featured Articles 

POPE FRANCIS ADDRESSES THE 
SECULAR FRANCISCANS  

 

https://bit.ly/3H7uaKQ  
 

MONTHLY SPIRITUAL MESSAGE 
JUNE: ST CLARE, PART 4 

 

https://bit.ly/3yPEgwO 
 

NATIONAL NEWSLETTER 
SPRING 2021 

 

https://bit.ly/3stX03W 

THE YOUNG FRANCISCAN 
SPRING NEWSLETTER 

 

https://bit.ly/3Enxz6r 

Celebrating 800 Years 
Part 3 

 

https://bit.ly/3EqUCNr 

Monthly Spiritual 
Message October 

 

https://bit.ly/3stpuKY  

Monthly Spiritual 
Message September 

 

https://bit.ly/3ejzNsU  

Monthly Spiritual 
Message August 

 
https://bit.ly/3pjDftF  

Franciscan Saints 
Catherine of England 

 
https://bit.ly/3yOKQUo  

Celebrating 800 Years 
Part 2 

 

https://bit.ly/3H0YYws  
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

 
This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 
Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: national@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 

Bl Francis Cichi of 
Pesaro d.1350 

 
After the death of his family, 
at a young age, Francis 
inherited a considerable 
estate. However, his 
Christian upbringing taught 
him not to let such wealth 
seduce him to a life of sinful 
pleasure. He divided the 
greater part of his estate 
among the poor, while the 
remaining part he built three 
hermitages, each with a 
chapel in honour of our 
Blessed Lady. A hospice for 
poor travellers was also later 
added. Francis then joined 
the Third Order of St Francis 
and lived as a hermit, 
devoting himself to prayer 
and works of charity. The 
fame of his holy life spread 
far, and soon men came to 
him to be trained in devout 
exercises. Francis would 
often go into the town to beg 
for food to feed his disciples, 
and in respect of his holiness 
he was often given ample 
food. Once when he was 
invited to dinner, he was 
given a few slices of roast 
meat to take home. He kept 
the meat until it was putrid 
and emitted a bad odour. 
Then in an act of penance, he 
held it up to his nose and 
said, “Now, Francis, eat and 
be satisfied!"  

Bl Charles of Blois 
1316-1364 

 
Born into a royal family, as a 
young boy Charles was known 
for his strong virtues and 
bravery. At the age of twenty-
five he married the Dutchess of 
Brittany, however his family 
members refused to 
acknowledge his rightful claim 
to the dukedom. Charles was a 
model Christian soldier and 
each day required those 
soldiers under him to attend 
Mass. If they objected, he 
would say, “We can afford to 
lose castles, but we cannot let 
a day go by without attending 
holy Mass.” Charles founded 
religious houses that would 
care for wounded soldiers and 
offer up Masses for the souls 
of deceased soldiers. After a 
certain battle lasting four 
years, Charles was taken 
prisoner. He was held in the 
Tower of London for nine 
years. There he lived as if in a 
monastery and devoted his 
time to prayer, and never 
showed any hostility towards 
his jailers. After his release 
from prison, Charles was once 
again on the battle field, but 
this was to be his last time. On 
September 29 he was killed. 
On the morning of his death, 
he attended Mass and 
received the sacraments in 
preparation for his final battle.  
 

Bl Mary Crucifixa 
1782-1826 

 
Born in Naples, Mary was 
educated in a convent and at 
an early age showed an 
unusual love for prayer. At the 
age of thirteen Mary was 
called to work in the 
household and help raise her 
younger siblings. This she did 
with much joy. However, it 
was her greatest desire to 
enter the convent. When she 
had learnt of her parents 
arranging her marriage, Mary 
prayed that God would send 
her an illness to make her unfit 
for a husband. Not long after 
she developed severe arthritis 
which left her crippled and 
relied on crutches to move 
around. Despite this affliction, 
she continued to faithfully fulfil 
her duties in the household. 
Mary’s pious prayer life had 
inspired her whole family so 
that their house resembled a 
convent. Mary joined the Third 
Order of St Francis and took 
on the name ‘Crucifixa’ to 
unite her sufferings with the 
crucified Christ. She had a 
chapel built inside her home 
which she treasured. She took 
much delight adorning it with 
the finest tapestries and laces, 
which she herself made 
despite her great affliction, all 
for love and honour of the 
Infant Jesus.  
 
 


