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National Minister’s Message 
 
Pax et bonum. 
 
We have just celebrated the Feast of St Francis. What 
a blessed time with the celebration of the Transitus of 
St Francis and the Mass on his Feast Day October 4th. 
 
I am pleased to inform you that we had a National 
Gathering on 11th to the 12th of September by Zoom. 
All the Regional Ministers, a delegate from each 
regional and the Regional Spiritual Assistants 
attended. 
 
At the gathering on the Saturday,  

- Reports were given by myself and the 
Conference of Spiritual Assistants. 

- The Financial Report and budget were tabled 
accepted. 

- A report was given on the Secular Franciscan 
Order Mission of Australia.  

- Changes to our National Statutes were also 
discussed and voted on. I am sure your 
Regional Ministers will give you more 
information about the changes. 

 

Celebrating 
800 years 

 

1221-2021 
 

On the Sunday, the topics discussed were “Supporting Small Fraternities” and “Pillars 
of Franciscan Spirituality”. I am sure your Regional Ministers will give you a detailed 
Report on the Gathering. 
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	 	Here is the National Minister’s Report that was presented at the National Gathering: 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, it has been two years since any reports have been given due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. I am very aware that many fraternities have not been able to 
meet during times of lockdown especially in Victoria and New South Wales. Since our 
fraternity interaction is so important to us as Secular Franciscans, it has made me 
appreciate even more our local monthly fraternity meetings coming together to this… 
“privileged place for developing a sense of Church and the Franciscan vocation and for 
enlivening the apostolic life of its members.” (Rule 22) 
 
As we gather together via Zoom this weekend, we remember we are in the year of  
celebrating the 800 years of Memoriale Propositi from which our present Rule of 1978 
succeeds, and which establishes the nature, purpose and spirit of the Secular Franciscan 
Order (OFS).  
 
May we all, this weekend “be mindful that we are bearers of peace, which must be built up 
unceasingly, and that we should seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through 
dialogue…. (Rule19). May we allow the Holy Spirit to enlighten and guide us as we work 
together in a fraternal way.   
 
The National Fraternity now has its seat at 98 Catherine Street, Leichhardt, New South 
Wales, 2040 (cf GC65.3). Our archives, resources and current records are stored there. 
Before Covid-19, the National Council met at Leichhardt, and Councillors travelling to 
Sydney were accommodated there. We appreciate the generosity of the Capuchin Order 
for allowing us to lease the facilities. 
 
The National Council, since our last elections in September 2019, continues to meet every 
three months, but we have not been able to meet in Sydney since February 2020. All our 
meetings have taken place via Zoom. We are working together in this time of Covid-19 to 
animate and guide the National Fraternity as best as we are able.   
As a National Fraternity we have provided feedback, based on the Regional responses to 
CIOFS on several significant documents. These are: 
• Instrumentus Laboris which focused on servant leadership and the theme of the XVI 

General and VII Elective Chapter (refer to the National Formator’s report) 
• The revised Statutes of the International Fraternity of the OFS version 3  

These draft Statutes  
- are inclusive of all levels of the Franciscan family; thereby reinforcing that we 

belong to a worldwide spiritual family. 
- clarify and expand on parts of the OFS General Constitution which will greatly 

assist Councils at all levels in animating and guiding their fraternities. 
- address some of the challenges which fraternities at all levels are grappling with 

across the world. 
 

When the revised Statues are passed at the General Chapter, they will have a significant 
impact on us at all levels. 
 
I want to thank you, the Regional Ministers for coordinating the feedback in your Region 
under difficult circumstances. 
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The following reports were submitted to CIOFS 

• Annual Report for 2019 submitted in March, 2020 
• Demographic Data for the National Fraternity of Australia, submitted December, 

2019 
• Annual Report for 2020 submitted in March, 2021. 

 
I thank each member of the Council for their service to our Order. However, we must 
always remember that the Holy Spirit is the Minister General of our Order. All the graces we 
are given to guide and animate our Order are gifts, and all glory, praise and thanks belongs 
to our loving God.  
 
FORMATION (submitted by Peggy McNeil OFS) 
As a result of the 2018 Fraternal and Pastoral Visit recommendation, a Formation 
Commission was created and a meeting was held in Adelaide in November 2019. Formators, 
or delegates, from each of the five Regions attended the meetings to learn about and discuss 
strategies to make Initial and On-going Formation more consistent around the country. The 
follow-up was to consist of regular contact by the national formator and feedback from the 
regional formators to track progress. however, Covid-19 intervened and many regions have 
been in lockdown and fraternities were not able to meet face-to-face, making the 
implementation of these strategies difficult. 
 
Seventy-three formation books ‘The Franciscan Journey’ by Lester Bach OFM Cap, were 
ordered from Smoky Valley Printing, Kansas USA in October 2020. This is the book I 
recommend for formation as it is based on the OFS Rule and includes related General 
Constitutions and Scripture Readings, but it is not sold in Australia.   
 
The theme of the 2021 General Chapter in Rome was to be ‘Servant Leadership’, so the 
paper Instrumentum Laboris was distributed to all National Fraternities for information and 
discussion on this topic. We re-worded the questions provided, distributed the paper and 
questions to all regional formators and Ministers, collected and collated all the responses and 
condensed them down to the required 2-page submission to CIOFS. At the time of writing, it 
not certain whether a quorum will be reached in order to allow the General Chapter to go 
ahead in November. 
 
 
To celebrate the 800th Anniversary of ‘Memoriale Propositi’ (the basis of the first Rule of 
OFS), CIOFS is providing three instalments of the historical setting in which the First Rule 
was written. The first two instalments required considerable editing as the translation of the 
document was often difficult to comprehend. They have been distributed to Regional 
Formators and I am awaiting feedback on the reaction by fraternity members to these 
documents. 
 
PROMOTION (submitted by Tony Bozicevic OFS) 
Despite the many challenges facing our Order throughout the past eighteen months, 
promoting the OFS has remained a priority of the National Council.  
 
In 2021, the National Council produced a “Promotions Manual”, intended to be used as an 
aid to assist Regional and Local Promotion Officers in making the most of the resources 
available to them in order to promote the OFS. In June of this year, a Zoom meeting was 
provided by the National Council to all the Regional and Local Ministers, and Promotion  
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Officers throughout Australia. The aim of the meeting was to introduce the Manual to each 
of the members and to discuss ways in which each Council can better work towards 
promoting the Order. Over the coming year the National Promotions Officer will continue 
to work with the Regions in helping them to implement some of these features. 
 
The National website has received a total of twenty-four enquirers over the past twelve 
months. This has been a considerable drop from previous years, which usually see 
between 40-50 enquirers annually. 
 
Over the past twelve months the National Facebook Page has seen considerable growth 
and now has a total of 1453 followers (705 in 2020, 460 in 2019).  
 
The National Newsletter continues to be published four times a year and has been the 
major means of communicating with OFS members throughout Australia. The number of 
subscribers now totals 632 (591 in 2020, 531 in 2019).  
 
The Young Franciscan Newsletter has a total of 500 subscribers, down from 551 in 2020. 
This decline is mostly due to the number of school-based email addresses that are no 
longer valid, most probably belonging to students who have completed year 12. 
 
A major project for the National Council in 2021 was the development of a new website. 
This was necessary as the old platform (Adobe Business Catalyst) is due to close down in 
September 2021. The new website has been created by Imaculata Marriott from Adelaide 
and features a user-friendly interface with easy to find news and featured articles. The 
National Council wishes to thank Imaculata for her time and generosity in developing the 
website.  
 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (submitted by Leellen Lewis OFS) 
Over the past two years as the International Councillor some of the more notable 
circulars, I have received and forwarded from CIOFS were: 

• Well4Africa (December 2019) is a social justice initiative which came out of the 3rd 
European OFS and YouFra Congress in 2018.  It has now become the ongoing 
project of the Order world wide.  (Refer to OFS Mission Report) 

• Revised Statutes of the International Fraternity of the OFS version 3 (February 
2020) (refer to National Minister’s report) 

• Instrumentum Laboris (September 2020) (refer to Formator’s report) 
• Revision of the translations of the OFS Rule, General Constitutions and the Ritual 

(December 2020).  It should be noted that while the changes are important they are 
relatively minor. 

• Memoriale Propositi (1221-2021), received in two parts ( February and June 2021), 
concerning the importance of acknowledging the 800th anniversary of the document 
which lays out the spiritual life of the penitential movement of those first brothers 
and sisters who followed St. Francis’ way of life.   (refer to Formator’s report) 

 
The 6th Asia Oceania Congress for OFS and YouFra which was scheduled to be held 
between 20-27 May, 2020 in Vung Tau, Vietnam, was cancelled due to Covid-19. The 
theme of the gathering was that of "Go and repair my Church". 
The XVI General and VII Elective Chapter 
The 16th General and 7th Elective Chapter of the International Fraternity which was 
scheduled to take place in Rome, Italy between 14-22 November 2020 was cancelled and 
has now been rescheduled to 13-21 November 2021. 
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Because of Covid-19 and current government travel restrictions, Australia will not be 
sending a delegate to the General and Elective Chapter. 
 
The chapter will commence a three-year reflection period on the main topic of the 
Chapter: 

Animate and guide - serving each other, also as a leader 
But among you it shall not be so. Rather, let the greatest among you be as the 

youngest, and the leader as the servant. (Lk 22:26). 
 

Among other things the Chapter’s agenda included time for discussion and action on:  
• Review the Presidency’s implementation of the Conclusions of the General 

Chapter of 2017, (particularly with respect to formation; fraternal life; building a 
fraternal and evangelical world; leadership; communications; and finance); 

• Election of the councillors and members of the CIOFS Presidency for the period 
2021-2026; 

• Discuss and vote on the revised Statutes of the International Fraternity of the 
OFS 

• Establish the guidelines and criteria for the CIOFS finances that include approval 
of the financial report and the budget; and 

• Evaluate the result of the demographic survey. 
 

JUSTICE PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC) AND FRANCISCAN 
INTERNATIONAL (FI) - As contact person for JPIC and FI I receive and respond to any 
correspondence received. 
 
CONCLUSION 
You have read the reports given my fellow councillors. Hopefully this has given you some 
understanding of how we are striving to animate and guide the National Fraternity. 
 
Before I finish, I would like to say as a council we are not perfect, and we may have made 
mistakes. I ask your forgiveness for anything we have failed to do and for our 
shortcomings particularly in these difficult times. 
 
Finally, I thank each one of you for your service to your brothers and sisters of our Order 
in Australia. You too are called to animate and guide them and in doing so help them to 
live out their Secular vocation, to live the Gospel way of life in the spirit of St Francis. As 
Franciscans we “should love and practice purity of heart which is the source of true 
fraternity” (GC Art 15.4) I would like to finish with excepts from a poem written by the late 
Lester Bach OFM Cap:  
  

Being pure of heart means seeing clearly. 
Being humble means understanding reality. 

Being little means God pours blessings 
on the little ones who know their need of God. 

These are Franciscan traits. 
 

Since nothing is ours, 
we share ourselves and our gifts with others, 
always yearning to be people of the Gospel. 

 



 6 

	
	
  	 We are Franciscan. 

        In tune with the needs of our brothers and sisters 
free of unnecessary baggage. 

`        We enjoy living in our Father’s world, 
   and among God’s people. 

 
  Francis is our guide 

        He leads us in the footsteps 
   of the crucified One. 

  To a calvary where love proves itself. 
        Everything takes on meaning 

 because of Jesus. 
          Everyone is important 

 because of Jesus. 
 

      Lord keep me faithful to being 
        a Franciscan in the world. 

 
Lola Kelly, ofs 
 

…National Minister’s Message continued 

Delegates attending the National Gathering on Zoom from 11-12 September 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Anne-Marie Langdon OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 
OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.		
	
National	Council	bank	account	details:	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 
Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always remember 
our members who have gone before us. 
 

	
	
	
	
	

 NOTICES 

                             Trilogy 
 

The new “Trilogy” contains  
the “The Rule and  
Commentary”, “The  
General Constitutions”  
and “The Ritual” 
  
Please contact your  
Regional Minister to order  
a copy.  
 
Payments should be made to the 
National back account as detailed 
in the notice below.  

 
Celebrating 800 

years 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Download the  
Winter edition 

 

https://bit.ly/3FrVDH5  

As we continue to celebrate the 800th  
anniversary since memorial Propositi, the 
National Council recommends to each of 
our members the following CIOFS 
documents prepared by the National 
Formator Peggy McNeil.  
 
The following articles are ideal for personal 
reflection as well as fraternity formation 
 
Part 1 - https://bit.ly/3FuRrGk 
 
Part 2 – https://bit.ly/3FrgbPU 
 
Part 3 - https://bit.ly/3myq2L2  
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A New National Website 
The National Council was pleased to have recently launched a brand-new website. The need for this came 
about due to the closure of the old website’s hosting platform. The national website has now been migrated 
to a new platform and offers a user-friendly homepage, as well as pages worth of useful information.  
 
For the past 18 months the National Council has worked closely with Imaculata Marriot from Immaculate 
Designs to build the new website. The Council wishes to thank Imaculata for her expertise and generosity 
in creating a beautiful website for the national fraternity.  
 

https://ofsaustralia.org.au 
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
Life in Queensland continues, with lovely spring weather, and ability to 
venture out walking without masks. Coffee in the community requires 
masks until you sit down, while attendance at Mass does not require 

booking, however the wearing of masks is still required. Our future looks to the 
continued requirement of wearing masks, and the booster vaccinations to come. 
 
Our fraternities continue to meet, but again with signing-in and appropriate measures 
such as adequate separation. Our Regional Reflection Day, scheduled for 7 August 
was cancelled due to covid-19 lockdown. Many Queensland Seculars logged into the 
NSW Zoom retreat presentation by Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap, and our attendance 
at the National OFS Gathering from 11-12 September was a positive contribution. 
The ‘emerging group’ in Cairns is going from strength to strength, with Fr Nathan 
McKay acting as their Spiritual Assistant.  
 
The Transitus this year was held at the OFM Friary in Kedron, and included all 
Catholic Franciscan Friars, Franciscan Sisters, and also the Anglican Franciscans. 
The Transitus event was also lived streamed to members throughout Australia.  
 
 

 
New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 
The annual Regional Retreat was held from 20-22 August via Zoom. It 
was a privilege to have Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap lead five sessions over 
three days on the topic “Fratelli Tutti”. The retreat was attended by fifty 

participants from around the region, as well as fellow Franciscans from around 
Australia.  
 
Another Zoom event was hosted by the Campbelltown fraternity on 5 September. It 
was yet another wonderful opportunity for members to unite, albeit virtually. Many 
thanks to the members of Campbelltown for arranging the event.  
 
The Regional Council is now preparing to hold our Non-Elective Chapter on 6 
November. This will be the first Chapter in two years as last year’s occasion had to be 
cancelled. Despite the fact that Sydney should be fully “open” by that date, the 
Regional Council has decided to hold the Chapter online as the situation is still quite 
unstable and unpredictable.  
 

 
Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
As much as we would love to report plenty of news for you, the truth is 
that there has been very little happening in the region on Victoria. Our 



 10 

state continues to struggle through relentless restrictions which affects all areas of life, 
including our Secular Franciscan fraternities.  

St Anthony’s and Springvale fraternities continues to organize Zoom gatherings for 
members and other interested people. St Pascal’s are now in the process of 
engaging a new Spiritual Assistant.  

The Regional Council has written to Archbishop Peter Comensoli asking him to 
remember us during the feast day of St Padre Pio. We now look forward to having a 
Mass in the cathedral, and lunch in the park as soon as it is allowed.   

Because of the lockdowns, our members were grateful to be able to join the 
Queensland region online for the Transitus ceremony.  

Peace and God’s Blessings 

 
 

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
The Memoriale Propositi Reflection Day was celebrated on 10th July. It 
was attended by 29 people, including the Franciscan Sisters of San 
Anthony. Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap gave a knowledgeable explanation of 
the Brothers and Sisters of Penance. The day lasted from 9:30-3:00pm, 

and included a shared lunch.  
 
The St Clare Luncheon and fund raiser raffle took place on 8th August. 
It was not attended by a lot of OFS Members–only 30 in total. Those that attended 
had a wonderful joyous time, sharing stories with their brothers and sisters. The 
fundraiser raffle was successful and included a silent auction, as well as the sale of 
plants.  

 
The Newton Fraternity held the Transitus of St Clare 10th August, with over 100 
people attending, including OFS from Christ the King Lockleys, and the Franciscan 
Sisters of St Anthony, Fr Eldridge D’Souza OFM Cap, Parish Priest, and Fr John 
Spiteri OFM Cap, and some parishioners.  

 
A combined fraternity celebration was held on Wednesday 11th August in the St 
Francis of Assisi Parish Church, to celebrate the feast day of St Clare, and also the 
800 years of the Memoriale Propositi 1221-2021.   
 
We were also very grateful to Archbishop Patrick O’Regan of Adelaide, for accepting 
our invitation to celebrate Solemn Mass for the Order on the occasion of the 
Promulgation of the first written Rule of the Brothers and Sisters of Penance. Over 
100 people attended the celebration of Mass, including OFS members, the 
Franciscan Sisters of St Anthony, and some parishioners. 
 
Following Mass we processed to the parish hall where a huge cake for the 800 year 
anniversary was waiting. As we sang Happy Birthday, the paparazzi were busy with 
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their cameras. I would also like thank Fr Eldridge D’Souza OFM Cap, for approving 
this wonderful occasion and for his help.   
 

 
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister 
 To begin, I want to acknowledge the wonderful work of Angela McGuire as 
Regional Minister of the Western Australia Region for three terms and 
another year beyond due to not being able to have elections for Western 
Australia. With sadness and much appreciation for Angela’s many gifts, the 

Regional Council accepted her resignation in July. Until the next election I have 
stepped up as I was Regional Vice-Minister. Thank you Angela for all your efforts to 
animate and guide the Regional Fraternity.  
 
The WA Region celebrated a Day of Reflection at Peace Be Still in Chittering Valley 
on 12 June. It was well attended and there was plenty of lively discussion on the 
document Fratelli Tutti.  
 
The Perth Fraternity was blessed with the profession of Fr Richard Robertsen at the 
Little Sisters of the Poor. Phillip Chantler received the profession on 19 June 2021. 
Members from Perth and Balcatta Fraternities were able to witness the profession. 
An afternoon tea was enjoyed by everyone. 
 
Our celebrations of the Franciscan Feasts with the Transitus of St Clare and 
Stigmata of St Francis were very reflective, though not as well attended as day time 
celebrations.  
 
Congratulations to Balcatta Fraternity (Our Lady’s Assumption) on the fortieth 
anniversary of its establishment - 4 October 1981 and to the first professed members 
who were professed that day. We pray for the repose of the souls of those who have 
passed on. We pray for the good health and faithfulness of that first group who are 
still with us. 
 
We are looking forward to our Annual Retreat 29-31 October which we are able to 
offer as a live-in retreat this year as there are no distancing restrictions in place. It 
will be wonderful to see some of our country members this year. We hope they will 
be able to attend. 
 
In the West we have been able to hold gatherings and fraternity meetings and we 
are thinking of, and praying for, our brothers and sisters in Sydney and Melbourne 
who have been restricted for some time now.  
 
Sending prayers and greetings to our sick and isolated members who are always in 
our thoughts. 
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Above: The region of South Australia celebrating the anniversary of Memoriale Propositi with 
Bishop Patrick O’Regan 

Left: Congratulations to Fr Richard 
Robertson who was professed into the 
Perth fraternity in June. 
 
Below: Members of the Western Australia 
at their Day of Reflection at Peace Be Still.  
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Participants at the NSW & ACT Regional Retreat 

The Campbelltown Fraternity’s Evening Reflection  

 

Secular Franciscan Order 

1221-2021 
Celebrating 800 Years 

Of Memoriale Propositi & 
The establishment of the 
Third Order Franciscans 

Participants at the National Promotions 
Event in June 
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MISSION 
Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

MISSION 

Join us in helping make good happen 

Can you help the Secular Franciscans to help the needy? 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB:  064151 
Account No:  0464628 

Mr Larry Cox OFS 
National Treasurer 
35 Tintara Street 
Carseldine QLD 4034 

For further information: 
Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission Coordinator,  
leellen.lewis@gmail.com 

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their 
courageous initiatives—- Chapter 15, The Rule of Life, Secular Franciscan Order 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by: 

DIRECT DEPOSIT  MAIL CHEQUES TO:  For further information: 
Secular Franciscan Order Mr Larry Cox OFS   Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission of Australia  National Treasurer  Mission Coordinator 
BSB: 064151   PO Box 570   Leellen.lewis@gmail.com 
Account No: 1046 4628  ASPLEY QLD 4034   
Reference: You full name 
 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by:

Missions Report to the National Gathering, September 11, 2021 
 
 
At the 2019 National Elective Chapter, delegates voted to discontinue Project Adoption as the 
apostolate of the Secular Franciscan Order of Australia. The subsequent closure of Project Adoption 
has enabled the National Council to create a new Mission’s Office under the title of The Secular 
Franciscan Order (OFS) Mission of Australia. 
 
This new structure has enabled National Council to broaden its outreach and support to people 
beyond what was possible under the previous structure.  The new Mission will provide National 
Council with the ability to assist fellow Secular Franciscans across the globe and to support worthy 
projects locally.  This is an exciting time of growth for the Order in Australia. 
 
Following discussions, National Council appointed Leellen Lewis to the role of Mission Coordinator 
(February 2020). Larry Cox was appointed to be the treasurer for the OFS Mission as part of his 
National Treasurer role(February 2020). Since the commencement of the Mission account (20 Apr 
2020) all donated monies have been earmarked for supported, ongoing projects. 
 
The Mission has funded seven projects over two continents (Africa and Asia). They are: 
 

Number Project Location 
1.  Support of OFS members and families Goa (Asia) 
2.  Hospital and Aged Care Facility  Principe (Africa) 
3.  Well4Africa (CIOFS) Uganda, 

Zimbabwe, and 
Malawi (Africa) 

4.  Support of the OFS families suffering after the Beirut Explosion 
(CIOFS) 

Lebanon (Asia) 

5.  Milk Bank Principe & SOA 
Tome (Africa) 

6.  John Bradburne Memorial Society for  
25 chickens that will provide meat and eggs; and for developing 
and delivering health education programs. 

Zimbabwe (Africa) 

7.  Support of the OFS families sick, hungry, and suffering under 
political/govt uncertainty due to COVID-19 

Myanmar (Asia) 

 
 
National Council wishes to express its sincere gratitude to all those who have contributed to Project 
Adoption in the past and ask their Franciscan family and friends to continue their generous support 
our new Mission. 

Leellen Lewis OFS 
OFS Mission of Australia Coordinator 
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JUSTICE, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures… 

- Canticle of the Creatures, St Francis of Assisi 
 
Catholic Social Teaching provides a persuasive challenge for living responsibly and building a just 
society. It is rooted in Scripture and articulated through a tradition of written documents and has 
evolved over time in response to the challenges of the day. It teaches that we show our respect for the 
Creator by our stewardship of creation. In fact, it is a requirement of the Catholic faith to care for the 
earth. That is, we are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of 
God’s creation.  
 
Franciscans understand their priority in practicing Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) 
principles. These seven principles include: 

• Life and Dignity of the Human Person;  
• Call to Family, Community, and Participation; 
• Human Rights and Responsibilities;  
• Preferential Option for the Poor;  
• The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers;  
• Solidarity; and 
• Care for God’s Creation. 

 
These principles flowed naturally through all aspects of St. Francis’ life and they continue to remain a focus for 
Franciscans today as they pursuit the Gospel Way of Life. As Catholics and Franciscans it is our responsibility to be 
concerned with bearing peace, seeking out “…ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the 
presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming power of love and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy 
in every circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and hope to others.” (GCA 19). 
 
One way we can unite ourselves with the JPIC principles and messages is to start a simple conversation with others, 
take non-violent action, donate your time or money to helping the needy and importantly, praying for a just and 
peaceful world where all of God’s creation, of which we are part, is saved from further exploitation. 
 

FORTHCOMING JPIC DATES 
 

October November December 
2 International Day of Non-
Violence 

8 - 14 National Recycling Week Australia 2 December International 
Day for the Abolition of 
Slavery 

4 Oct World Habitat Day 10 World Science Day for Peace and 
Development 

3 December International 
Day of Persons with 
Disabilities 

11 International Day of the 
Girl Child 

14 Holy See World Day of the Poor 10 December Human 
Rights Day 

11 - 15 UN Biodiversity 
Conference - COP15 

16 International Day for Tolerance 20 December 
International Human 
Solidarity Day 

13 October International Day 
for Disaster Reduction 

19 World Toilet Day   

15 International Day of 
Rural Women 

20 World Children’s Day  

16 World Food Day 25 International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women 

 

17 International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty 
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To Celebrate the 800 years of the Secular 
Franciscan Order, the Griffith fraternity in NSW has 
acquired a unique icon of the San Damiano Cross. 
Fr Peter Stojanovic, who was recently received into 
the Secular Franciscan Order and is the current 
Spiritual Assistant of the Griffith fraternity, said that 
he hopes the ‘Blessing Cross' may inspire a 
greater devotion toward the San Damiano Cross 
and bring more members to the local fraternity.  
 
Preliminary work on the Blessing Cross began in 
December of 2003, and the cross itself was 
finished on June 23, 2004, having undergone 15 
firings in a furnace over the course of the previous 
months. 
 
The cross (image) is made of enamel, that is finely 

ground coloured glass fused at a temperature of 1450 degrees Farenheit – all parts 
of the icon cross are natural materials, including the colouring in the glass. 
 
The cross was blessed at St. Nicholas Orthodox church in San Anselmo California, 
by Father Stefan Meholick where he is priest. 
 
It was blessed only hours after it’s completion, at vespers before the eve of the feast 
of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.  It was used at the end of that service as a 
“blessing cross” held by Father Stefan and kissed and 
venerated by everyone present. 
 
Less that 24 hours later it flew to Australia (by an 
aeroplane). 
 
The figures at the bottom of the original San Damiano 
Cross have been venerated into non-existence, except 
for the righthand figures of Sts. Peter and Paul.  
Possible saints previously included were Sts. Damian, 
Rufino, Michael (but which one?). 
 
Accordingly, the saints on the bottom are modelled on 
images from the Stavonidita Monastery on Mount 
Athos. 
 
The saints now, from left to right, are St. Damian, St. 
Anthony the Great, St. John the Baptist, St. Basil the 
Great, Sts. Peter and Paul.	 
 	 	

The San Damiano Blessing Cross 

Fr Peter Stojanovic with the San 
Damiano Blessing Cross. 
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Melchora Tasayco 
1895-1951 

 
Melchora was born on January 
6, 1895 in Peru. She came 
from a poor, yet devout 
Catholic family. Both of her 
parents were Secular 
Franciscans who made every 
effort to bring up their daughter 
in the faith. At an early age, 
Melchora learnt her Catechism 
and committed to memory all of 
her prayers. At the age of nine, 
when she went to school, she 
was able to assist her teachers 
to instruct other children in the 
Catechism. Melchora attended 
school for only three years. 
After that she educated herself, 
and was especially fond of 
reading pious books.  
Melchora loved assisting 
priests, teaching children the 
faith, encouraging others to 
receive the sacraments, attend 
Holy Mass, and help others in 
whichever way she could. She 
also helped collect funds for a 
new church, which, despite the 
many insults she received for 
this work, she accepted them 
with much humble patience. 
There was nothing 
extraordinary in her life, but it 
was her simple example of holy 
virtue that struck an impression 
on everyone who knew her. 
Her final act of patience was 
displayed as she quietly battled 
the cancer that would in time 
lead her to God.   
 

Bl. Peter of Siena 
D. 1289 

 
Peter was a simple 
combmaker from Siena. 
Despite his often busy 
workload, he always found 
time for prayer and special 
devotions. He joined the 
Third Order of Saint Francis 
to offer himself more deeply 
to a life of penance. After the 
death of his wife, with whom 
he had no children, Peter 
found himself free to live 
according to his pious 
wishes. While continuing to 
work at his trade, he devoted 
more time to prayer and 
works of charity. He visited 
the poor and sick while 
nursing them in their needs. 
Peter was blessed with holy 
apparitions. He often saw Our 
Lady who treated him as a 
mother. He would spend the 
entire night in prayer, and 
often had visitations from 
angels, the apostles, and 
even St Francis, who would 
instruct him in the faith. At 
times Peter was also visited 
by evil spirits in order to temp 
him into sin. He overcame 
each of these temptations 
through his profound humility. 
Due to his extraordinary 
holiness, the Franciscan 
friars allowed him to live in 
their monastery. There he 
became a light to the friars 
themselves. 

Didacus of Sinagra 
D. 1612 

 
Born in Sicily, Didacus, while 
on his journey one day, was 
attacked and kidnapped by 
bandits. They forced him 
under threats of death to be 
their servant. However, by 
his holy and God-fearing 
nature, he never took part in 
the crimes being committed. 
In 1585, when Pope Sixtus 
V ascended to the papacy, 
one of his first tasks was to 
rid the Papal States of all 
bandits. The band to which 
Didacus belonged to was 
seized and brought to 
justice, many of them by 
death. By the grace of God, 
Didacus was spared the 
death sentence, and was 
imprisoned instead. His 
gentle and holy nature was 
evident, and after eighteen 
months of imprisonment the 
authorities were convinced 
of his innocence, and they 
had him released. However, 
the torment he had suffered 
did not leave him unscarred. 
This sad experience led him 
to turn away from society. 
He then joined the Third 
Order of St Francis and 
withdrew to the high 
mountains where he lived 
the remaining twenty-five 
years of his life secluded in 
a cave, leading a devout and 
God-pleasing way of life. 


