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National Minister’s Message 
 
Pax et Bonum 
 
The year is passing very rapidly, and winter is now upon 
us. 
As I reflect on our journey together as brothers and 
sisters, I feel we need to examine our relationship with 
all people. 
Rule 13 states 
 
“As the Father sees in every person the features of his 
Son, the firstborn of many brothers and sisters, so 
Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit 
accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of 
Christ. 
 
A sense of community will make them joyful and ready  
 
 
 

Celebrating 
800 years 

 

1221-2021 
 

to place themselves on an equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly for 
whom they shall strive to create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by 
Christ.” 
 
So, it is important for us to have a gentle and courteous spirit, to accept people as a gift 
and as an image of Christ, placing ourselves on an equal basis with those we meet and 
to recognise their worth. 
 
As GC Article 18 states 
 
“Secular Franciscans are called to make their own contribution, inspired by the 
person and message of St Francis of Assisi, towards a civilisation in which the 
dignity of the human person, shared responsibility, and love may be living realities.” 
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Secular Franciscan Order 

1221-2021 
Celebrating 800 Years 

Of Memoriale Propositi & 
The establishment of the 
Third Order Franciscans 

Rule 13. “They should deepen the true foundations of universal kinship and 
create a spirit of welcome and an atmosphere of fraternity everywhere. They 
should firmly commit themselves to oppose every form of exploitation, 
discrimination and exclusion and against every attitude of indifference in relation 
to others.” 

 
Rule 13. “They should work together with movements which promote the 
building of fraternity among peoples; they should be committed to “create worthy 
conditions of life” for all and to work for the freedom of all people.” 
 
“Following the example of Francis, patron of ecologists, they should actively put 
forward initiatives that care for creation and should work with others in efforts 
that both put a stop to polluting and degrading nature and also establish 
circumstance of living and environment which would not be a threat to the 
human person.” 

 
These are very challenging words that we have professed to follow by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit. We have a common desire to love God, all people and all 
creation. We have chosen to accept this challenge as part of being Secular 
Franciscans. May we together bring love, peace and joy to everyone we meet. 

 
Lola Kelly ofs  

…National Minister’s Message continued 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 
OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 
Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always remember 
our members who have gone before us. 
 

	
	
	
	
	

 NOTICES 
                             Trilogy 

 
The new “Trilogy” contains the 
“The Rule and Commentary”, 
“The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” 
  
Please contact Larry Cox to order 
your copy:  
richardlarry.cox@gmail.com 
 
Payments should to be made to the 
National Treasurer, Larry Cox  

VOX Franciscana 
 
 
 Download	the	Summer	
edition	of	the	CIOFS	
news	magazine	‘VOX	
Franciscana’	
https://ciofs.info/news
/vox-franciscana/	
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
 

2021 Annual theme: 
 Family Commission 

 
The sixth instalment of material, from the 
CIOFS family commission, to all local 
 fraternities to continue 
reflecting on the family 
as we were invited to do 
during the 2014 General 
Chapter. 

 
Celebrating 800 

years 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Download the  
Winter edition 

 

https://bit.ly/3iqnRsz 
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Papal Encyclicals on 
the Franciscan Third Order 

 
One of the most remarkable periods of the Third Order of St Francis was from 1846-
1963, when the Church saw a succession of seven consecutive popes, each being a  
professed member of the Franciscan Third Order. Each one of these popes singled out 
the Third Order for special attention among the bishops of the world.  
 
Included among their writings are two very important encyclicals on the Franciscan Third 
Order by Pope Leo XIII, and Pope Benedict XV. A must read for all Secular Franciscans.  
 
  

Encyclical of Pope Benedict XV 
On The Third Order of St. Francis 

 
DOWNLOAD 

https://bit.ly/3v0Eluc 
 

Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII 
On St. Francis of Assisi  
 

DOWNLAOD 
https://bit.ly/2TTVSrb 

 
 
 
 

2021 marks the 100th birthday of the 
man who could become the next 
canonised Secular Franciscan Saint.  
 
John Bradburne was born in Skirwith, 
Cumbria, in 1921. A Third Order 
Franciscan, he was killed in Rhodesia in 
1979 for refusing to abandon the leprosy 
patients he had looked after for many 
years. 
 
Since his death, Mutemwa, the leprosy 
settlement where he worked, has 
become a major pilgrimage centre. Each 
year, on the anniversary of his death, 5 
September, thousands gather to hear 
Mass and process up the mountain 
where he walked and prayed.  
 
The John Bradburne Memorial Society 
was established in 1995 to continue his 
legacy by providing perpetual financial 
support for the Mutemwa Leprosy Care 
Centre and to promote his cause for 
beatification. 
 

Gift a Chicken Project 
 
JBMS is trying to help those at Mutemwa 
Leprosy Care Centre in Zimbabwe by 
fundraising to buy chickens to sustain the 
community with eggs, food and the ability to 
generate an income from selling produce. 
 
A £25 donation will buy one chicken, food 
and supplies for the whole year for the 
community at Mutemwa. Resulting in a gift 
of over 300 eggs per chicken. 
 
The OFS Missions of Australia is proud to 
support this worthy project and has recently 
donated $250 towards JBMS for the 
purchase of chickens. OFS Fraternities  
 
 

may also like support 
this project by 
contributing to the 
OFS National 
Missions Office. 
(Details on pg. 10) 
 
Support for the 
patients and 
community may also 
be done through: 
https://bit.ly/35gtB0p  
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
During the last couple of months, Queensland has re-opened up after the 
various restrictions caused by COVID-19. We are still booking in for weekly 
Mass, and also for other outings within the community such as coffee 
shops. 

 
Our regular monthly Fraternity meetings are occurring, with members bringing their 
own food and enjoying a cuppa together. 
 
The Queensland Non-Elective Chapter was held on Sunday 30 May. Fr Joseph McKay 
OFM facilitated two presentations based around the topics, ‘What inspired the first lay 
Franciscans’, and ‘What inspired/inspires you to be a member of the Secular 
Franciscans’. During the Mass we celebrated the profession of Michael Foster and 
Franco Bernardini. A final open discussion was held after lunch, covering isolated and 
dispersed members, the use of technology, responding to people interested in the 
OFS who are at a distance from any fraternity, new regional apostolates/missions we 
could do together beyond our national mission, opening our retreats to others, 
engaging young people on their level, and how OFS members and the friars could join 
to develop resources. Fr Joseph indicated there are two new Brisbane schools 
adopting the Franciscan charism as part of their identity. 
 
At our Non-Elective Chapter, we also welcomed Fr John Cooper, having returned to 
Queensland for the next three years as Spiritual Assistance for the Guardian Angels 
Fraternity, as well as the Queensland Regional Spiritual Assistant for the Capuchins. 
 
The Queensland Regional Council meet again on 19th June, and a Regional Reflection 
Day is being organised on Saturday 7th August, at ’The Fort’ Oxley in Brisbane. 
 
 
New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 

As restrictions continue to be eased, our region has seen a welcome 
increase of activity. On the 22nd May, a Regional Day of Reflection was 
held in Toronto, hosted by the Lake Macquarie fraternity. Fr Joe McKay 
OFM gave a presentation on the Pope’s latest encyclical, “Fratelli Tutti.” 
The day was attended by 20 people, including some of the members of 

the Capuchin Young Adults group in Leichhardt. The Regional Council would once 
again like the thank the Lake Macquarie fraternity for all their hard work in preparing 
for the day. 
 
An Elective-Chapter was held for the Warrawong fraternity on the 9th May, conducted 
by myself and Fr Tony Fox. Congratulations to Peter Hindson who was elected as the 
new fraternity Minister, and also to all those who accepted a position on the Council. 
The Chapter was held in true Franciscan spirit of fraternity. 
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The Canberra fraternity was blessed with four new Admissions from the members of 
the Albury group on the 5th June. Fraternity Minister, Michelle McGaurr and myself 
travelled to Albury to receive the new members. This is the first major step in the 
eventual establishment of a fraternity in Albury.  
 
On the 13th June, the Regional Council was pleased to present the first Zoom Evening 
of Reflection for the year. The online event was attended by forty members from all 
around Australia. It was with great pleasure that we welcomed Fr David Blowey OFM 
Conv, Provincial Delegate for the Order of Friar Minors Conventual. Fr David spoke 
on the topic, "The Fatherhood of God according to St Francis, & Our Response as His 
Children". His presentation was deeply profound and gave the participants much to 
contemplate. The Regional Council once again wishes to thank all who participated, 
and especially to Fr David for his contribution and continual support for our Order.  
 
Registration forms for our annual retreat have been posted out to all fraternities. For 
those who may not have received one, the form can be downloaded via the following 
link. https://bit.ly/2T7cOK1 
 

 
Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
Just as we were all about to resume meetings, we are in lock down 
again!!!!  
 

St Anthony’s fraternity, Hawthorn, have held two meetings. There were reduced 
numbers as some of the older ones still feel anxious about going out. The fraternity 
has one new enquirer received via the National website, which has been followed up. 
 
St Joseph’s, Springvale, have unfortunately not been able to hold any meetings yet.  
 
Sadly, our much-loved Spiritual Assistant at St Paschal’s, Fr Cormac Nagle OFM, went 
home to God several weeks ago. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him. He 
was 88, and died suddenly while sitting in his chair. Fr Cormac had a long history of 
involvement with the OFMs in many positions of leadership, lecturer in Theology, 
Cannon lawyer, Provincial Minister, General Definitor Rome. Lecturer at Yarra 
Theological Union in Box Hill, director at Ethicist, and lecturer at the Mercy Hospital 
Melbourne, where he was still attending and lecturing. In addition to all these 
compliments, he was a very humble, gentle man in every way, and much loved by all. 
He was a Franciscan. 
 
The St Paschal’s fraternity are looking for a new place to meet as the previous venue 
at St Paschal’s is no longer available.  
 
Maurice Ferdinando, St Paschal’s Minister, has had a slight stroke and is not able to 
continue as Minister. The fraternity needs a lot of prayers. 
 
The energing fraternity in Sale are doing well. We will visit them when we can. 
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The Regional Council of Victoria had a Council meeting planned for next week, 
however it had to be cancelled. We have rescheduled this for 16th June, although this 
all depends on the lookdowns and travel restrictions.  
 

 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
The Newton Fraternity was invited to a special liturgy on May 4th at St 
Francis of Assisi Parish School, for Catholic Education Week. Catholic 
Education is celebrating 200 years, and it was a special time for us to reflect 
on the rich history of St Francis School. There was Liturgy, displays and 

morning tea. Special guests were invited, such as the Mayor of Campbelltown and ex-
principals.  
 
The Regional Fraternity of South Australia was able to have its annual retreat from the 
23-25 April 202, after twice cancelling due to COVID-19. The theme for the retreat was 
“Fratelli Tutti”, the latest Encyclical Letter on fraternity and social friendship, by Pope 
Francis. The Retreat was well attended by OFS members, aspirants, candidates, as 
well as the Franciscan Sisters of St Anthony. Thirty-nine people in total attended on 
Saturday, and over thirty on the Sunday. Our Retreat Master, Fr John Nguyen OFM 
Cap, gave us a better understanding and inspiration reflection on “Fratelli Tutti.” One 
of Fr John’s inspirational messages was, “as brothers and sisters living our Franciscan 
vocation in fraternity, together we can built a better, more merciful and peaceful world.”  
 
Looking ahead, we have planned for a Reflection Day on ‘Memoriale Propositi’ to be 
held on 10th July, as well as a St Clare shared lunch on 8th August 2021. 
 
On the 11th August at 7:00pm, at the St Francis of Assisi Parish Newton, Archbishop 
Patrick O’Regan, Archbishop of Adelaide, has agreed to come and celebrate Solemn 
Mass, for the 800 years ‘Memoriale Propositi’ 1221-2021.    
 
 
 

Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister 
Greetings to you from Western Australia. A Regional day of celebration for 
the 800th year of ‘Memoriale Propositi’, our first written Rule, was held in 
Perth on 1st May. Thirteen gathered for a lunch at the Hyde Park Hotel, 
followed by a gathering of seventeen for reflection and sharing on the Rule 

and it’s historical background. The session was led by Anne-Marie Langdon OFS, and 
Noel D’Souza OFS, at Michael and Angela’s home. A large celebratory cake was 
enjoyed for afternoon tea. We were very delighted to have with us three Anglican 
Franciscans, three from the Lay Carmelite group and one Lay Dominican whose 
presence of joy and friendship was most welcome.  

We are looking forward to a Reflection Day on Fratelli Tutti at ‘Peace Be Still’, on 12th 

June, a scenic venue in the hills of Perth managed by Wendy Gellard OFS. Anne-
Marie and Noel will lead us in unfolding this most interesting document.  
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We are looking forward to the Profession of Fr Richard Robertsen on 19th June, a 
resident in a Nursing Home, but none the less very excited to be making this step.  

Promotional talks at four Masses at the Dianella Parish are planned for July.  

Helen Ralph OFS from Kalbarri has been in our prayers as she lives in the cyclone 
devastated town of Kalbarri, over 500kms north of Perth. Her home, although not 
without damage, is liveable. Masses have been held there as the cyclone has wreaked 
its havoc on the Catholic Church.  

Sending all our thoughts and prayers to our Franciscan Family.  

	
	
	
	
	 	

Participants at the Western Australian 
Retreat held at the Parish Centre of Our 
Lady’s Assumption Church, Dianella   

Members from Western Australia gathering to celebrate the 800th anniversary of the Order 
 

Members of the South Australian Region during their 
annual Regional Retreat 
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Members from NSW enjoyed a Day of 
Reflection at Lake Macquarie in May. 

Members from the Queensland region during their Non-Elective 
Chapter in May 

Congratulations to Michael Foster and 
Franco Bernardini who were professed 
in Brisbane during May. 

The Warrawong fraternity in NSW 
following their fraternity Elective-Chapter 

Congratulations to Manuela Suttie, Rita Walsh, 
Elizabeth and Francis Peoples, from Albury, who were  
Admitted into the Canberra Fraternity in June.  
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MISSION 
Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia 

MISSION 

Join us in helping make good happen 

Can you help the Secular Franciscans to help the needy? 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
BSB:  064151 
Account No:  0464628 

Mr Larry Cox OFS 
National Treasurer 
35 Tintara Street 
Carseldine QLD 4034 

For further information: 
Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission Coordinator,  
leellen.lewis@gmail.com 

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their 
courageous initiatives—- Chapter 15, The Rule of Life, Secular Franciscan Order 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by: 

DIRECT DEPOSIT  MAIL CHEQUES TO:  For further information: 
Secular Franciscan Order Mr Larry Cox OFS   Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission of Australia  National Treasurer  Mission Coordinator 
BSB: 064151   35 Tintara Street  Leellen.lewis@gmail.com 
Account No: 1046 4628  Carseldine QLD 4034   
Reference: You full name 
 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by:

The OFS Mission Coordinator Leellen Lewis OFS, who is promoting the charity arm of the 
National Fraternity said that Secular Franciscans have broadened their outreach by 
alleviating the suffering of some of society's most marginalised. 
 
“The new OFS Missions Office, which was created as an outcome of the 2019 National 
Non-Elective Chapter, aims to widen our outreach to the needy and suffering regardless 
of where they are in the world. Under the new structure the Mission has more flexibly in 
who and how it can assist worthy projects - whether they are local ones here in Australia 
or those abroad,” said Leellen. 
 
“An important aspect of the Mission is to be active and reactive - actively reaching out to 
assist the poor while reacting in a positive way to requests from our international brothers 
and sisters.” 
 
In under two years of operation, the Mission has already supported several worthy 
projects: 

• Bethany House (Island of Principe), a home for the frail and aged; 
• Province of St. Anthony (Goa, India), to directly supporting 14 local Secular 

Franciscan Fraternities in their ministry; 
• James Bradburne Memorial Society (Mutemwa, Zambia), to provide leprosy 

prevention programs and egg-producing chickens for the villagers 
• The Milk Bank (Sao Tome and Principe), to secure fresh milk and education 

resources for young children; 
• Education Pathway Sponsorship (Goa, India), support to a bright, young female 

student who is studying for a career in medicine; 
• Franciscan International who work to give voices to those communities affected by 

climate change; and 
• CIOFS’ campaigns Well4Africa, ensuring fresh drinking water for villagers and 

those Franciscan families who lost everything in the 2020 explosion in Beirut. 
 
“A big part of the solution to escaping the poverty trap is education. 
 
“Empowering the marginalised and arming them with the tools they need to transform 
their own lives is something we are all called to participate in as Christians and 
Franciscans.” 
 
Leellen concluded by saying that the Australian Mission is animated and encouraged by 
these words from Scripture: “Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 
truth.”   1 John 3:18. 
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Phylis Smith 
20th March 1930 – 18th March 2021 

 
 
Phylis Smith was born on 20th March 1930, and passed away on 18th 
March 2021. She was professed as a member of the OFS in the Saint 
Francis of Assisi Fraternity of Griffith in 2010 by Fr Norbert Pittorino.  
 
Phylis was a very devout and practising Catholic. She was very close to 
her husband and family, and always worked very hard helping her 

husband and bringing up her family. She was very well known and loved by all in the small 
community of Yenda, which is a village 10 km from the country city of Griffith. 
 
We farewelled Phyllis with a beautiful holy Mass officiated by our Father Peter Stojanovic in 
a true Francesco spirit. 
 
Phyllis spoke fondly of the Sisters of Saint Joseph from Yenda, and the Capuchin Franciscan 
Friars from Yoogali. She often gave them help and hospitality, and invited them for a meal 
with the family. Phyllis contributed fully to our meetings and gave her best at all levels. She 
was always cheerful and talkative, and she had strong knowledge of her Catholic faith. Her 
children were all educated in Catholic schools. 
 
Our fraternity Minister Gloria Piva was present at her funeral Mass as well as several other 
members from the fraternity. 
 
She will be greatly missed in our fraternity community. May God bless you, Phyllis. Rest In 
Peace. 
 
By Mary Bertoldo, Secretary 
3 May 2021 
	
	 	

OBITUARIES 

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
From whose embrace no living person can escape. 
Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 

The second death can do no harm to them. 
 

St	Francis	of	Assisi	
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

 
This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 
Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 

Bl Luchesio of 
Modestini 
c. 1181-1260 

 
Tradition holds that Bl Luchesio 
and his wife Buonadonna were 
the first members of the 
Franciscan Third Order. As a 
young man, Luchesio enlisted 
into the Ghibelline army, but 
abandoned his military career 
to marry Buonadonna. He then 
became a merchant in the small 
Tuscan town of Poggibonzi. 
Both Luchesio and his wife 
were most concerned about 
material wealth and success. 
They both had a reputation for 
being highly greedy and 
money-thirsty. At one point, 
Luchesio and his wife had a 
conversion and realised how 
foolish their love for money and 
worldly goods had become, and 
how they had neglected the 
eternal salvation of their souls. 
Having giving up their business, 
they divided everything they 
had among the poor, keeping 
for themselves only enough for 
their basic survival. Upon a visit 
from St Francis to Poggibonzi, 
Luchesio asked the saint for 
special instructions for him and 
his wife to live holier lives. 
Francis informed them of his 
plans to establish a Third 
Order. Tradition tells us that 
they asked Francis to be 
received into the Order, thus 
becoming the very first 
members.  

Ven. Jocoba of Settesoli 
1190-1239 (0r 1273) 

 
Jacoba was a young noble 
woman of Rome. After her 
husband died, she remained 
a widow and raised her two 
children. Jacoba became 
acquainted with St Francis 
after hearing him preach in 
Rome. His words moved her 
so deeply that she transferred 
all her possessions to her two 
sons, and devoted herself to 
works of charity. Jacoba then 
joined the Third Order of St 
Francis. Tradition tells us that 
she was among the very first 
members of Franciscan Third 
Order. She cared for the 
Franciscan friars in Rome as 
a loving mother. She also 
arranged for a hospice to be 
furnished for them. The 
relationship between Francis 
and Jocaba is not fully known, 
however, it is understood that 
she held a special place in his 
life. In the final days of 
Francis’ life, he requested her 
presence at his death bed 
and asked her to bring some 
of her delicious almond 
cookies, as well as a cloth for 
his burial. After Francis’ 
death, Jacoba moved to 
Assisi and lived the Penitent’s 
life until her death.  
Today, Jacoba has been 
named the Patroness of the 
Secular Franciscan Order in 
Australia.  
 
 

Bl Pica Bernadone 
(Dates unknown) 

 
Although never formally 
beatified, Pica Bernadone is 
regarded as blessed through 
the virtue of being St 
Francis’ biological mother. It 
was her prayers and 
example of holiness that 
influenced Francis in his 
journey for Christian 
perfection. It has been 
recorded that in the days 
leading up to the birth of 
Francis, Pica had suffered 
severe labour pains. At that 
time a stranger in pilgrims 
clothing appeared and 
announced that the child 
would only be born once the 
mother was relocated to a 
stable. Just as the stranger 
had announced, Francis 
was born in a stable, in the 
same manner as Jesus. It is 
also recorded, that when 
Francis was a young man 
and in the process of his 
conversion, his father, 
angered by his son’s 
behaviour, locked him in the 
dark cellar of their home 
where he was beaten. His 
mother, in an act of love and 
charity, released her son. 
After the death of her 
husband, Pica joined her 
son’s Third Order and lived a 
secluded life devoted to 
piety and the practice of 
good works.  


