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National Minister’s Message 
 
 
Peace and all goodness! 
 
These last few months have certainly been a an incredibly 
challenging time for all of us. However, it has been a time when I 
have appreciated the solitude and the slower pace with more time 
for reflection. It has been a time where I was able to draw even more 
closely to my loving God. 
 
Having said that it is wonderful, for those who are able to, that we 
have at last been able to return to Mass. It is so awesome to be able 
to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ again, and at 
last we are able, even though in a lesser way, to experience Church 
as the people of God together again. 
 
It has been a time when we have not been able to meet with our 
brothers and sisters in fraternity in person. This has made me realise 
even more what a great gift fraternity is for each one of us. It is a 
privileged place where we gather together to support, be present to, 
and journey together becoming more aware of our Franciscan 
vocation. Fraternity is where there is a sense of belonging, 
acceptance of each member coming from varied walks of life. In fraternity with our eyes firmly 
centred on Christ, with our hearts open to His love, all our differences disappear, and we become 
united in our faith walk, with each person bringing their own uniqueness. We are a family, and I 
have certainly missed this coming together. I am also aware it takes the involvement of all the 
members for this to happen and quote Rule 22 “The local fraternity is to be established canonically. 
It becomes the basic unit of the whole Order and a visible sign of the Church, the community of 
love. This should be the privileged place for developing a sense of Church and the Franciscan 
vocation and enlivening the apostolic life of its members.” We are also reminded in Rule 19 “Mindful 
that they are bearers of peace which must be built up unceasingly they should seek out ways of 
unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in 
everyone and in the transforming power of love and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in every 
circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and hope to others.” 
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…National Minister’s Message continued 

The National Fraternity will be celebrating the business aspect of the next Chapter on August 
29 by Zoom. Then on February 26 – 28, we will be conducting the spiritual aspect of the 
Chapter. Secular Franciscans are encouraged to attend as observers. The theme of the 
Chapter will be, “Who do you say we are?” This is inspired by Jesus asking his disciples 
“Who do you say I am?” (Matthew 16:13). I share this with you and encourage each member 
and fraternities as a whole to reflect on this topic. 
 
I finish with these words taken from a “People of peace” by Lester Bach OFM Cap (P 302 
from Catch me a rainbow): 
 

My Franciscan profession puts me “under the gun” so to speak.                                                              
The gun of hate and backbiting; of despair and frustration, of death and imprisonment             
because I can only work for the peace that is SHALOM if the Gospel is my way of life.                                                                                                                                                                  

I, too, have doubts and wonder if this is the way to go about it.                                                                     
But I am not free to do nothing, because I am Franciscan. 

In the hands of the Father, I am a vessel moulded for peace and love.                                                  
In the attempt to replace hatred and doubt, despair and darkness, moping and sadness                                                      

with love and hope, faith and light, forgiveness and joy.                                                                               
I need the power of my Father and of Jesus and the Spirit. 

But I also need all you, brothers and sisters in Francis to walk this path with me                                                                                                                                            
and be my place of refuge and support and acceptance                                                                         

even if you cannot always understand my ways of seeking peace.                                                                               
That’s what it means to be brothers and sisters in Francis in this way of life - together in 

peace!                                                                                                                                                                                               
Creating the atmosphere in which each of us can grow in the ways we are called by the 

Lord. 
 
Fraternally in St Francis,                                                                                                                                                  
Lola Kelly OFS                                                                                                                                               
National Minister                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The National Council holding their meeting over Zoom during isolation. 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 
Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always remember 
our members who have gone before us. 
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
	
As	a	national	priority	to		
support	life,	family	and		
marriage,	the	National	Council		
would	like	to	encourage	all		
members	and	fraternities	to		
read	 through	 the	 documents	 published	 by	
the	 CIOFS	 Family	 Commission.	 The	 family	
has	been	under	attack	for	many	years,	and	
as	Secular	Franciscans	we	have	been	called	
to	stand	firm	in	the	teachings	of	the	Church	
in	 all	 areas,	 including	 the	 sacred	 value	 of	
family,	 marriage	 and	 of	 human	 life	 from	
conception	to	natural	death.	
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/family-commission	
	
	
	
	

 REGULAR NOTICES 

FRANCISCAN STUDY COURSE 
 

A detailed Franciscan study course has been 
uploaded to our website. This has been kindly 
provided to us by Franciscan International Training 
Facility. This course is not intended for OFS 
members in formation, but rather as a personal study 
course for anyone wishing to advance their 
Franciscan knowledge on an academic level. The 
complete series can be found at:  
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/resources/franciscan-study-course  

                             Trilogy 
 

The new “Trilogy” contains the 
“The Rule and Commentary”, 
“The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” 
  
Please contact Larry Cox to order 
your copy:  
richardlarry.cox@gmail.com 
 
Payments should to be made to the 
National Treasurer, Larry Cox  
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BOOK REPORT 

Ecological Footprints 
An Essential Franciscan Guide for Faith and 

Sustainable Living 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Secular Franciscan author, 
Dawn M. Nothwehr in her 
book titled Ecological 
Footprints, explores her 
belief that the Franciscan 
vision offers a powerful 
antidote to the moral 
malaise that prevents 
ordinary Christians from 

making the necessary choice to live more 
simply and share the world’s goods more 
equitably.  
 
Waverley fraternity member Barry Blake OFS 
has kindly written an essay on part 1 of this 
book which can be downloaded via the 
following link. 

 A New 
Secular Franciscan 

Saint 

In September 2019 Catholic bishops in 
Zimbabwe opened the process of 
beatification for the British missionary 
and Secular Franciscan John Bradbury 
OFS, following reports of miraculous 
cures through his intersession: a 
woman in South Africa who gained use 
of her legs, and a man in Scotland 
cured of a brain tumour. 
 
John joined the Secular Franciscans in 
1956 and later moved to Zimbabwe 
where he worked closely with the 
lepers. More information on John 
Bradburn can be found in our “Secular 
Franciscan Saints” at the end of this 
newsletter. Download the Winter edition via the link below: 

 https://ofsaus.worldsecuresystems.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=206237 

 

Secular Franciscan Order 
 

YOUTH RETREATS 

Click here to register through our website: bit.ly/ODYR2020         Email us at: national@ofsaustralia.org.au 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, the Youth Retreat Days scheduled for Perth, 
Sydney and Brisbane have been cancelled. We do intend to reschedule these 
events at a later date once it is considered safe to do so. You may continue to 
leave your details via the “register” link below and we will make contact once 
the retreats are able to be reschedule. Watch this space or more information. 
 

https://ofsaus.worldsecuresystems.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=206527 
 



 5 

	
	
	

	
	

Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
 
With the Coronavirus isolation nothing routine has been taking place 
regarding fraternity face-to-face meetings, but many, many emails and 
phone calls to keep in contact.  
 

A special Mass was organised at the Franciscan Friary Chapel, to thank and celebrate 
Fr Finian’s 12 years of Holy Spirit Fraternity Spiritual Assistant, and Queensland 
Regional Spiritual Assistant. The required separation was maintained, with Fr Finian, 
Fr Joseph, and Fr Harry Chan, Larry Cox (representing the Region) and David Francis 
(representing Holy Spirit Fraternity) in attendance. Fr Finian was very appreciative and 
gave a short speech after Mass. 
 
Some members from Holy Spirit fraternity experienced an eight-week online retreat, 
and I experienced a Zoom 30-day retreat, taking in scripture and 20-minute 
presentation by the retreat Master. The Holy Spirit fraternity have also commenced 
meeting via Zoom every two weeks during the co-virus period. 
 
Some positive progress has taken place with former Bundaberg members returning to 
the OFS. They are working under the guidance of the Guardian Angels Fraternity 
Wynnum, formator, and the Queensland Regional Formator. These members will be 
attached to Wynnum. We have received at this point letters from previously professed 
members in Bundaberg, and two others who need to complete initial formation. A 
couple more may also respond. A future visit will take place, once the current isolation 
aspects are lifted, to discuss all aspects of formation for the professed members and 
the new interested members. We pray the Holy Spirit will continue to guide. 
 
We continue to send various articles to Fr Nathan in Cairns, for use with the group of 
15 members who are interested in an evolving fraternity in the Cairns area. Another 
future visit will also take place once the isolation aspects are lifted. Individual Trilogy 
booklets, and the Franciscan Journey books have been provided to this group. 
 
Regional visitation meetings have been organised for the Holy Spirit and Guardian 
Angels fraternities, with elections planned for the Guardian Angels fraternity in 
November. A Regional Reflection Day is also being planned for early November. 
 

 
New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 
 
With the Coronavirus pandemic putting a halt to our fraternity meetings, 
the Regional Council held an Evening Prayer meeting for our members 

over Zoom on Divine Mercy Sunday. The session was highly successful and saw 
members logging-in from fraternities all over NSW and the ACT. The prayers were  



 6 

 
followed by a spiritual reflection from Fr Tony Fox OFM Conv, whose beautiful word 
lifted the spirit of all present. It was a truly unique way for our region to meet during 
these unusual times, and the spirit of fraternity was certainly strongly felt. 
 
Throughout the past three months quite a number of our fourteen fraternities have 
been conducting their monthly meetings via Zoom, while other fraternities have 
maintained contact through phone calls, emails and social media platforms. As 
restrictions are being eased it seems possible that most fraternities may be able to 
meet face-to-face in the coming month or two. Other scheduled events throughout the 
year will be determined as the situation becomes clearer. The Regional Council also 
recently held its meeting via Zoom. It is hoped that our next meeting in August will be 
in person.  
 
The Regional retreat scheduled for 24-26 July has unfortunately needed to be 
cancelled. We do hope and pray that it may be possible to reschedule this for later in 
the year. However, we are pleased to offer a Virtual Retreat scheduled for that same 
weekend, once again via Zoom. Our invited speakers for the Virtual Retreat will include 
Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap, Fr Carl Schafer OFM, Fr Tony Fox OFM Conv, and Sr Pia 
Golea OSC. More information will be sent to members and placed in our regional 
newsletter.  
 
 

VICTORIA: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
 
As a result of the Coronavirus all of our fraternity meetings have needed 
to be suspended for the time being. This was sad new for our members, 

however we fully understand and appreciate the situation.  
 
During the lockdown many of our members have been keeping in contact with one 
another through many forms of communication. I have also been maintaining contact 
with members through phones calls, as well as posting newsletters, formation material 
and other Franciscan literature to those who do not have access to the internet. I am 
pleased to hear that our members have been keeping well during this time. It was also 
wonderful that St Anthony’s fraternity in Hawthorne managed to hold a successful 
fraternity meeting via Zoom recently.   
 
Our regional retreat, which was to take place in May, was also unfortunately cancelled. 
As the situation improves the Regional Council will reassess if it may be possible to 
reschedule the retreat at a later time.  
 
As the situation in Victoria is still of concern we have not yet resumed any fraternity 
meetings. Further notice of the resumption of meetings will be sent out in due time. 
The Regional Council has also not been able to meet during this time, however we 
are hoping this may be possible in the coming weeks.  
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South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
 
Following the Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation and Elective Chapter which 
concluded on February 2nd, all of our regional events for South Australia 
have unfortunately needed to be cancelled or postponed due to the COVID-

19 shutdown. This included all the fraternity meetings, Regional Council meetings, as 
well as our annual retreat which was scheduled for May. But praise the Lord that as of 
the 21st of June the Newton fraternity will recommence face-to-face meetings for the 
first time since March. The fraternity meetings will need to be conducted with the 
required social distancing, as well as other precautionary measures. All of our 
members have been notified of the resumption of the fraternity meetings, and this 
news has been received with much joy. Many members have indication their joy in 
reuniting once again with their Franciscan sisters and brothers.  
 
Throughout the lockdown many of our members throughout the region made a 
wonderful effort to beat the isolation by staying in constant contact with each other, 
resulting in over forty phone calls, emails and other forms of correspondence. 
 
The Regional Council is also now planning to resume meetings, with the first one 
scheduled for 28th July.  
 
 
 

Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister 
 
Our first Regional Council Meeting since March was held in early June to 
re-set our activities for the remainder of 2020. With ongoing restrictions and 
social distancing still in place due to COVID-19 we have planned a new 

version of activities for 2020.  
 
Sr Death called Mary Kelly on 4th June aged 99 years who was professed into St 
Brigid’s Fraternity Midland over 60 years ago. Mary is remembered for her kindness 
and encouraging words. Sr Death also called Trevor Corry, husband of Helen Corry 
OFS from Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity Balcatta.  Trevor was well known to us all 
as he attended many gatherings with Helen. Trevor’s sense of humour and presence 
will be missed.  
 
Our three fraternities will have met for the first time in three months by the end of July. 
We are very honored that Deacon Richard Scallan OFS, from the Peace of the Lord 
Fraternity Bunbury, was in the same Fraternity as John Bradburne OFS in Zimbabwe 
(formerly Rhodesia). The Vatican gave the Bishops of Zimbabwe in 2019 permission 
to pursue his cause for Canonization. John Bradburne OFS was shot dead by 
Guerillas in 1979 because he refused to abandon the lepers at Mutemwa. He lived 
with and cared for the lepers for ten years. He had been accused of being a spy for 
the British Government. Dick Scallan has written some of his memoirs of his friendship 
with John Bradburne. 
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David Francis OFS, Fr Finian Perkins OFM, Fr Joe 
McKay OFM and Larry Cox OFS celebrating Fr 
Finian’s service to the OFS 

Members of the NSW Regional Council 
holding their meeting over Zoom 

Members from all over NSW & ACT connected over Zoom to 
pray the Evening Prayer together on Divine Mercy Sunday 
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JOHN BARICH OFS 

11th May 1938 – 4th March 2020 

Sister Death called John on 4th March 2020 after only a seven-
week illness at the age of 82 years. He spent 48 days in Hollywood 
Hospital Perth. Cancer of the liver and adrenal glands was to steal 
his life from his most loved wife Dawn daughter Felicity and sons 
Adrian, Justin and Anthony.  It was a shock beyond belief to lose 
our Minister of Perth Fraternity. John served in this role over many 
terms as well as on the Regional Council in previous years. John 

was a natural leader and a strict time keeper. John had a busy life; he told me one day 
he has at least four appointments every day.  John was professed just over 60 years 
ago in 1959 into the Immaculate Conception Fraternity in Perth WA. John also 
attended the Fraternity in Canberra as a Professed Franciscan where he lived for 
twenty-six years. His commitment to his vocation as a Secular Franciscan was 
unwavering. It was very precious to him. His breviary was falling to pieces due to his 
unfailing faith and attention to his prayers.   

 
John was born in Rome, of Croation/Italian parents who migrated to Northam in 
Western Australia. John was a larger than life character who fearlessly stood up and 
spoke out against abortion, euthanasia and supported all causes for families. He was 
not unfamiliar with street marches and acquiring long lists of signatures for causes 
he believed in. He was the current President of the Family Association in Australia 
and WA. He was a current member of the National Civic Council a member of the 
Knights of the Southern Cross and had been working with Pregnancy Assistance. 
 
John’s very large Funeral Mass was celebrated by Emeritus Archbishop Hickey and 
con-celebrated by seven Priests two of whom were Franciscans, Fr Tomasz 
Bujakowski OFM, who gave him the Last Rites just before he died, and Fr 
Marcellinus Meilak OFM. The Secular Franciscans prayed the Office of the Dead 
prior to the Rosary on the morning of the Mass. This was John’s request.   
 
We are all so sad and will miss John enormously.  An inspirational giant for God. 
 
Angela McGuire 
 
 

FR LESTER BACH OFM CAP. 
15th October 1931 – 2nd February 2020 

National Spiritual Assistant of the USA, and author of "The Franciscan Journey", as well as many 
other publications for the Secular Franciscan Order. Died 2nd February, 2020, at the age of 88.  
 
 
 

OBITUARIES 
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EILEEN RENEL OFS 

d. 13th March 2020 

 
Eileen was a member of Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity, Balcatta, Western 
Australia. She was professed on 28 May 1989. I first met Eileen in 1994 when I 
joined the Fraternity. She was born in Mauritius on 1st March 1925, and had just 
celebrated her 95th birthday when she passed away. Eileen was a regular at 
meetings over the years and always a willing participant in the discussions of the 
fraternity. Every meeting, Eileen and Elsie Francis (recently deceased RIP) were 
driven to the meeting by the late Arthur De Lemos RIP, and were affectionately 
known as the Dianella trio. 
 
Although she had been unable to attend meetings for many years she would always 
send a Christmas card for her brothers and sisters in the Order together with a 
donation. Eileen passed away on Monday 9th March 2020. Although I was unable to 
attend her funeral on 13th March at Our Lady’s Assumption Church Dianella where 
she was a much-loved parishioner until her move to the Hellenic Community Aged 
Care in Dianella. Several Secular Franciscans were able to attend Eileen’s funeral. 
Myself and Dunstan Hartley were present for the Rosary the previous evening. May 
Eileen rest in peace. 
 
Anne-Marie Langdon OFS 
 
 

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
From whose embrace no living person can escape. 
Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 

The second death can do no harm to them. 
 

St	Francis	of	Assisi	
 

OBITUARIES 
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

John Bradburne 
 1921-1979 

Born in England, John 
converted to the Catholic 
faith at the age of 26. In 1962 
he arrived in Mutemwa, 
Zimbabwe. There he had 
three wishes, to serve the 
lepers, to die as a martyr, 
and to be buried in the habit 
of St Francis. In 1969 John 
was appointed warden at the 
Mutemwa Leprosy 
Settlement. He lived in a 
simple tin hut, lacking water 
and basic sanitation. He slept 
on a grass mat, and owned 
very few possessions. In the 
filthy settlement there was no 
medication, clothes, and very 
little food for the hungry 
patients. John would wake up 
daily at 3am to feed, wash 
and bandage the patients. He 
would then carry them to holy 
Mass. He made every effort 
to prevent their exploitation 
and demand they be treated 
with dignity. John refused to 
put number tags around their 
necks, and he fought to not 
have their already small food 
supply reduced any further. 
His actions were met with 
hostility among the 
authorities who then sacked 
him. John continued to serve 
the lepers, however he was 
then abducted, tortured and 
shot in the back. At his 
funeral John was robed in the 
Franciscan habit.  

 
 

Bl Franz Jägerstätter 
1907-1943 

Born in Austria, as a young 
man Franz did not always 
live a pious life. He belonged 
to a gang whose members 
were arrested in 1934 for 
brawling. During these years 
he also fathered an 
illegitimate child. As he 
settled down, Franz later 
worked in the mines and also 
became a farmer. In 1936, he 
married Franziska, a devoutly 
Catholic woman who inspired 
him to grow closer to God. 
Together they had three 
daughters. In 1940 Franz 
joined the Third Order 
Franciscans where he 
devoted much of his life to 
reading the scriptures and 
serving in the church as a 
sacristan. In 1938 he publicly 
opposed Austria’s 
involvement with Hitler’s 
Third Reich, however the 
following year he was drafted 
into the Austrian army where 
he trained for seven months. 
In February 1943 he was 
conscripted into the army, 
however he refused to take 
the oath of loyalty to Hitler 
and was imprisoned, despite 
being urged by his priest and 
bishop not to refuse. During 
imprisonment he kept his 
faith alive by devoutly 
reading the scriptures. On 
August 9, 1943 Franz was 
beheaded by the Nazis.  

  
 

 

St Mariana de Jesus 
Paredes 1618-1645 

 
Born in modern day Ecuador, 
it was said that the moment 
of Mariana’s birth was 
announced by a most 
unusual phenomenon in the 
heavens. She was orphaned 
at a young age and went to 
live with her sister and 
husband. From her earliest 
age Mariana felt drawn to 
God and of heavenly things. 
She lived in a secluded 
section of the house where 
she was able to spend much 
of her time in prayer. She 
only ever left the house to 
attend Mass or to make an 
act of charity towards a 
neighbour. After joining the 
Third Order of St Francis she 
made the unusual choice to 
also take the three religious 
vows. Mariana possessed 
rare mystical gifts, it was said 
that by simply making a sign 
of the cross, or by sprinkling 
holy water on a person she 
was able to heal them of 
their sickness. She once also 
raised a dead woman back 
to life. It was also reported 
that Mariana fasted so 
severely that she would only 
eat a slice of bread every 8 
or 10 days. Miraculously, the 
food which sustained her 
was the Eucharist, which she 
received daily.   

 

 
This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 
Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 


