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National Minister’s Message – Lent 2020 
 
 
Peace	and	all	goodness.	
May	this	Lent,	in	a	time	of	so	much	uncertainty	and	with	our	Masses	
shut	down	and	so	many	people	suffering	and	dying	with	the	
Coronavirus,	be	a	time	that	we	may	have	a	greater	awareness	of	the	
active	presence	of	our	loving	God	in	our	lives.	Let	this	be	a	time	for	us	
Franciscans	especially,	where	we	may	come	to	know	His	Son	more	
deeply	and	intimately	so	we	are	able	to	follow	his	example	more	
wholeheartedly.		
St	Francis	wrote	in	the	Second	Letter	of	the	Faithful	(The	Saint	p.47)	
 
And	the	will	of	 the	Father	was	such	that	His	blessed	and	glorious	Son,	
Whom	He	gave	to	us	and	(Who)	was	born	for	us,	should,	through	His	own	
blood,	offer	Himself	as	a	sacrifice	and	oblation	on	the	altar	of	the	cross:	
not	for	Himself	through	Whom	all	things	were	made	(cf.	John	1:3),	but	
for	our	sins,	leaving	us	an	example	that	we	should	follow	in	His	footprints	
(cf.	 1	 Pt	 2:21).	 And	 (the	 Father)	 wills	 that	 all	 of	 us	 should	 be	 saved	
through	Him	and	that	we	receive	Him	with	our	pure	heart	and	chaste	
body.	But	there	are	few	who	wish	to	receive	Him	and	be	saved	by	Him,	
although	His	yoke	is	sweet	and	His	burden	light	(cf.	Matt.	11:30).	
 
Let	us	love	God,	therefore,	and	adore	Him	with	a	pure	heart	and	a	pure	mind	because	He	Who	seeks	this	
above	all	else	has	said:	The	true	worshipers	will	adore	the	Father	in	spirit	and	in	truth	(John	4:23).	For	
all	those	who	worship	Him	are	to	worship	Him	in	the	spirit	of	truth	(cf.	in	4:24).	And	let	us	praise	Him	
and	pray	to	Him	day	and	night	(Ps	31:4),	 saying:	Our	Father	Who	art	 in	heaven	(Matt.	6:9),	 since	we	
should	pray	always	and	never	lose	heart	(Luke	18:1).	
	
And	upon	all	men	and	women,	if	they	have	done	these	things	and	have	persevered	to	the	end,	the	Spirit	of	
the	Lord	will	rest	(Is	11:2)	and	He	will	make	His	home	and	dwelling	among	them	(cf.	John	14:23).	They	
will	 be	 children	 of	 the	 heavenly	 Father	 (cf.	 Matt.	 5:45)	 whose	 works	 they	 do.	 And	 they	 are	 spouses,	
brothers,	and	mothers	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	(cf.	Matt.	12:50).	We	are	spouses	when	the	faithful	soul	is	
joined	to	Jesus	Christ	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	We	are	brothers	when	we	do	the	will	of	His	Father	Who	is	in	
heaven	(cf.	Matt.	12:50).	(We	are)	mothers	when	we	carry	Him	in	our	heart	and	body	(cf.	1	Cor.	6:20)	
through	a	divine	love	and	a	pure	and	sincere	conscience;	we	give	birth	to	Him	through	(His)	holy	manner	
of	working,	which	should	shine	before	others	as	an	example	(cf.	Matt.	5:16).	
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…National Minister’s Message continued 

Reflecting	on	these	words	
may	we	be	open	to	hear	your	word	more	clearly	Lord,	

and	to	be	so	transformed	
that	we	may	be	aware	of	your	presence	

in	those	all	around	us	
and	reach	out	in	compassion	and	mercy	to	those	in	need.	

	
We	are	also	reminded	in	GC	Article	13	which	states:	
	
1.	 Rule	 7.	 Secular	 Franciscans,	…	 propose	 to	 live	 in	 the	 spirit	 of	 continual	 conversion.	 Some	

means	 to	 cultivate	 this	 characteristic	 of	 the	 Franciscan	 vocation,	 individually	 and	 in	
fraternity,	are:	listening	to	and	celebrating	the	Word	of	God;	review	of	life;	spiritual	retreats;	
the	 help	 of	 a	 spiritual	 adviser,	 and	 penitential	 celebrations.	 They	 should	 approach	 the	
Sacrament	of	Reconciliation	 frequently	and	participate	 in	 the	communal	celebration	of	 it,	
whether	in	the	fraternity,	or	with	the	whole	people	of	God.	

	
2.	 In	this	spirit	of	conversion,	they	should	live	out	their	love	for	the	renewal	of	the	Church,	
									which	should	be	accompanied	by	personal	and	communal	renewal.	The	fruits	of	conversion,	

which	is	a	response	to	the	love	of	God,	are	the	works	of	charity	in	the	interactions	with	the	
brothers	and	sisters.	

	
3.	 Traditional	among	Franciscan	penitents,	penitential	practices	such	as	fasting	and	abstinence	

should	be	known,	appreciated	and	lived	out	according	to	the	general	guidelines	of	the	Church.	
	
In	these	most	difficult	times,	when	each	one	of	us	is	now	living	out	each	day	wondering	what	
tomorrow	will	bring	to	us	and	our	loved	ones,	may	we	remember	the	absolute	freedom	and	hope	
that	 our	 loving	 Saviour	 brings	 us	 through	 His	 death	 on	 the	 Cross.	 May	 we	 walk	 each	 day,	
remembering	the	salvation	he	has	brought	us	and	bring	his	love	and	peace	to	those	around	us.	
	
My	prayers	are	with	you,	your	families,	and	all	the	members	of	your	fraternity.	
	
Fraternally	in	St	Francis,	
Lola	Kelly	
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
At	this	difficult	time	when	we	are	no	longer	able	to	attend	holy	Mass,	
the	Church	encourages	us	to	make	an	act	of	“spiritual	communion”.		
 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.	Please	do	not	try	to	deposit	
through	 a	 branch	 as	 these	 payments	
cannot	be	made	to	our	account.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 
Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always remember 
our members who have gone before us. 
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
	
As	a	national	priority	to		
support	life,	family	and		
marriage,	the	National	Council		
would	like	to	encourage	all		
members	and	fraternities	to		
read	 through	 the	 documents	 published	 by	
the	 CIOFS	 Family	 Commission.	 The	 family	
has	been	under	attack	for	many	years,	and	
as	Secular	Franciscans	we	have	been	called	
to	stand	firm	in	the	teachings	of	the	Church	
in	 all	 areas,	 including	 the	 sacred	 value	 of	
family,	 marriage	 and	 of	 human	 life	 from	
conception	to	natural	death.	
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/family-commission	
	
	
	
	

 REGULAR NOTICES 

FRANCISCAN STUDY COURSE 
 

A detailed Franciscan study course has been 
uploaded to our website. This has been kindly 
provided to us by Franciscan International Training 
Facility. This course is not intended for OFS 
members in formation, but rather as a personal study 
course for anyone wishing to advance their 
Franciscan knowledge on an academic level. The 
complete series can be found at:  
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/resources/franciscan-study-course  

                             Trilogy 
 

The new “Trilogy” contains the 
“The Rule and Commentary”, 
“The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” (Different from the 
previous publication.)  
Please contact Larry Cox to order 
your copy:  
richardlarry.cox@gmail.com 
 
Payments should to be made to the 
National Treasurer, Larry Cox  
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Continuing Fraternity 
	
Although	the	Coronavirus	has	seen	many	
fraternities	suspend	meetings	for	the	time	
being,	this	should	not	stop	us	from	
maintaining	contact	with	our	Franciscan	
sisters	and	brothers.	There	are	many	ways	in	
which	we	can	continue	the	fraternity	spirit	
during	these	uncertain	times.	
	

• Make	a	phone	call/email/SMS	
	

• Offer	to	do	the	shopping	for	a	member	
who	may	be	self-isolating	
	

• Pray	the	Divine	Office	or	Rosary	
together	over	Skype	
	

• Make	use	of	video	conferencing	for	
monthly	fraternity	meetings.		
	

• Organise	a	perpetual	novena	between	
members	for	an	end	to	the	virus.	Each	
member	on	rotation	to	pray	for	9	days.	
	

• Make	“friends”	with	members	on	
Facebook.	Keep	in	touch.	
	

	
	
	
	 Online Daily Mass 

 
With the suspension of Masses throughout 
Australia we are grateful that many dioceses have 
made “participation” possible online. 
 
Brisbane 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 
 
Sydney 
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au	
 
Canberra 
https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/mass-online/ 
 
Melbourne 
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 
 

Prayer in times of pestilence 
The town of Coimbra (Portugal) having once been 
visited by a violent pestilence, the nuns of St Clare 
offered their prayers in the following form, whereupon 
the contagion instantly ceased. This holy prayer, left 
to the above-named monastery, and has ever since 
preserved many places from contagion where it is 
recited daily with confidence in God and the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It has 
arrested this scourge in many places. 

 
Stella Coeli 

 
The Star of Heaven that nourished the Lord 

drove away the plague of death which the first 
parents of man brought into the world.  May 
this bright Star now vouchsafe to extinguish 

that foul constellation whose battles have 
slain the people with the wound of death. 

 
O most pious Star of the Sea, preserve us from 

pestilence; hear us, O Lady, for Thy Son honours 
Thee by denying Thee nothing.  Save us, O Jesus, 
for whom Thy Virgin Mother supplicates Thee. 

 
V: Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 

R: That we may be made worthy of the promises of 
Christ. 

 
Let us pray 

 
O God of mercy, God of pity,  

God of benign clemency, 
Thou Who hast had compassion  

on the affliction of Thy people,  
and hast said to the angel striking them,  

“Stop thy hand;” for the love  
of this glorious Star, whose breasts  

Thou didst sweetly drink  
as antidote for our crimes, 

grant the assistance of Thy grace,  
that we may be safely freed 

from all pestilence, and from  
unprovided death; and mercifully save us  

from the gulf of eternal perdition:  
through Thee, 

Lord Jesus Christ, King of Glory,  
who livest and reignest, 

world without end.   
Amen. 

 

Coronavirus & Fraternity 
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
Our	 Regional	 Formator,	 Joan	 Hanley,	 made	 a	 trip	 to	 Cairns	 to	 attend	 the	
‘evolving	 Cairns	 group’	 meeting.	 During	 the	 visit	 Joan	 provided	 additional	
assistance	and	clarified	what	is	ahead	of	them	in	working	towards	becoming	
a	Fraternity.	Fifteen	members	were	in	attendance.	

	
The	Guardian	Angel	Fraternity	professions	were	held	on	Sunday	23	Feb,	with	Fr	Nathan	
from	 Cairns	 also	 being	 professed	 as	 a	 Secular	 Franciscan.	Fr	 John	 Cooper,	 OFM	 Cap	
attended,	with	a	wonderful	service	and	celebration	ending	the	day.		Many	family,	Croatian	
members,	parishioners	and	friends	were	in	attendance.	
	
The	Holy	Spirit	Fraternity	meets	again	on	Sunday	15th	March,	unfortunately	not	with	their	
dedicated	 Minister	 Elizabeth	 Arthy,	 who	 ended	 up	 in	 hospital	 with	 some	 serious	
injuries.		Our	prayers	are	for	a	speedy	recovery.	
	
The	Holy	Spirit	Fraternity	have	agreed	to	commence	the	CIOFS	Laudato	Si,	with	the	aim	
to	continue	their	learning	from	the	encyclical.	This	will	commence	on	15	March.	
	
A	 Fraternal	 and	 Pastoral	 Visitation	 is	 planned	 to	 occur	 with	 the	 Guardian	 Angels	
fraternity	in	August,	with	their	elections	occurring	in	November	this	year.	
	
Blessings	
	

	
New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 
I	 am	 pleased	 to	 hear	 that	 during	 this	 Coronavirus	 pandemic	 several	
fraternities	 have	 made	 use	 of	 technology	 to	 maintain	 fraternal	
communication.	Several	fraternities	have	been	meeting	on	Skype	as	well	

as	making	one-to-one	video	calls	 to	 “catch-up”	with	other	members.	Due	 to	the	 social	
distancing	laws,	fraternities	throughout	NSW	&	ACT	are	reminded	that	monthly	meetings	
unfortunately	need	to	be	suspended	until	further	notice.	It	is	our	hope	that	our	members	
and	their	families	stay	safe	and	healthy	during	this	time.	
	
It	was	a	 joy	 to	 see	25	of	our	members	 from	 the	northern	 fraternities	attend	a	Day	of	
Reflection	 held	 in	 Toronto	 on	 the	 14th	 March.	 Many	 thanks	 to	 the	 Lake	 Macquarie	
fraternity	 for	hosting	the	day	and	providing	a	wonderfully	spiritual	day,	especially	 for	
those	who	are	not	always	able	to	travel	to	Sydney	for	our	annual	retreat	and	other	events.		
	
As	the	Coronavirus	continues	to	disrupt	our	lives,	it	is	not	yet	clear	if	we	will	be	able	to	
proceed	with	our	regional	retreat	scheduled	for	July.	A	further	notice	will	be	made	in	the	
Franciscan	Flyer	once	this	becomes	clearer.	Let	us	continue	to	pray	for	a	speedy	end	to	
this	pandemic	and	for	the	wellbeing	of	all.		
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VICTORIA: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
The	Regional	Council	held	a	meeting	in	January	where	we	planned	for	the	
year.		

Helen	 Britton,	 Br	 Louis	 and	 myself	 had	 planned	 to	 visit	 the	 Bendigo	
fraternity	on	the	23rd	March.	However	this	has	now	been	cancelled	as	Judi	Bowden	is	in	
isolation	due	to	her	cancer	treatment,	while	two	other	members	are	very	elderly	and	are	
not	in	good	health.	Much	planning	was	put	into	this	trip	so	we	will	try	to	reschedule	as	
soon	as	we	can.		

St	Paschal’s	had	two	admissions	in	February,	Chayse	Maroney	(Sandie’s	son)	and	Joycelyn	
de	Souza.	They	are	both	very	committed	and	are	looking	forward	to	initial	formation.		

We	 have	 arranged	 our	 Regional	 Retreat	 for	 the	 29th-31st	May	 at	 St	 Paul’s	Missionary	
College	 Wanterna.	 The	 retreat	 will	 be	 conducted	 by	 Br	 Louis.	 Fr	 John,	 the	 Spiritual	
Assistant	for	Springvale,	will	be	there	to	say	Mass,	while	Fr	Paschal	Corby	will	lead	us	in	
benediction	and	offer	reconciliations.		

Several	 inquirers	 came	 to	 meetings	 in	 February.	 Contact	 was	 made	 via	 the	 national	
website	and	St	Francis’s	church	in	Melbourne.		

We	are	not	holding	meetings	at	the	moment	and	are	keeping	in	touch	by	mail,	emails	and	
phone	calls.		

 
 

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
The	end	of	2019	was	celebrated	with	Mass	for	the	Feast	of	the	Immaculate	
Conception,	our	Patron	for	the	Regional	Fraternity.	The	2019	celebration	was	
held	 at	 St	 Francis	 of	 Assisi	 parish	 church,	 Newton,	 and	 was	 attended	 by	
approximately	 70	 people,	 followed	 by	 with	 refreshments.	 Mass	 was	

celebrated	by	Fr	Eldridge	D'Sousa	OFM	Cap,	as	our	Spiritual	Assistant	Fr	John	Nguyen		
OFM	Cap,	was	in	WA	attending	the	youth	festival.	
	
A	 Fraternal	 and	 Pastoral	 Visitation,	 and	 Elective	 Chapter	 was	 held	 for	 the	 Regional	
fraternity	 of	 South	 Australia	 on	 January	 31st	 -	 February	 2nd,	 2020,	 presided	 by	 Tony	
Bozicevic	OFS,	and	Brother	Louis	Schmid	OFM	Conv	who	acted	as	Spiritual	Witness.	A	big	
thank	you	to	Brother	Louis	and	Tony	for	giving	of	their	time,	and	to	take	the		
long	trip	for	the	Visitation.	
	
The	results	from	the	election	held	Sunday	2nd	are:	
Minister	-	Antonio	Bartemucci	OFS	
Vic	Minister	-	Jenny	Chitti	OFS	
Secretary	-	Andrea	Burvill	OFS	
Treasure	-		Diana	Beltrame	OFS	
Formator	-	Marie	Rego	OFS	
Promotion	Officer	-	Diana	Venturini	OFS	
Delegate	-	Beata	Dawidowski	OFS	
	
The	Regional	Retreat,	which	was	to	be	held	from	1st	May	-	3rd	May	2020,	has	
unfortunately	needed	to	be	cancelled	due	to	the	Coronavirus	pandemic.	We	will	keep	
our	members	informed	if	we	are	able	to	reschedule	at	a	later	date.	
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Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister 
All	the	appropriate	measures	required	in	this	Pandemic	are	being	taken.	Local	
and	Regional	Fraternity	Meetings	are	being	suspended	until	such	time	as	it	is	
safe	and	permitted	on	the	advice	of	the	Government.	Regretfully	our	Fraternal	
and	Pastoral	Visitation	and	Regional	Elective	Chapter	could	not	go	ahead	at	the	
end	of	March.	Our	Lady’s	Assumption	Fraternity	in	Balcatta	prayed	the	Stations	

of	 the	 Cross	 at	 their	 March	 meeting.	 Sister	 Death	 called	 two	 of	 our	 dear	 Secular	
Franciscans	 in	 March,	 John	 Barich	 from	 the	 Perth	 Fraternity,	 and	 Eileen	 Rimel	 from	
Balcatta	Fraternity.	May	they	Rest	in	Peace.	A	Priest	from	the	Church	where	I	worship	has	
sent	out	a	Newsletter.	To	quote	a	line	from	it,	“Don’t	be	afraid	if	the	Church	building	is	
closed.	Be	afraid	rather	not	to	see	Eucharist	in	all	of	life”.		Loving	prayers	sent	to	you	all	
from	the	brothers	and	sisters	in	WA.			
	
	
	 	

Congratulations	to	Andelka	Jozeljic,	Mihovil	
Jozeljic,	Fr	Nathan	McKay,	Elizabeth	Walhain,	
who	were	professed	into	the	Wynnum	
fraternity,	Queensland	
 

Congratulations	to	Balbina	Zuccetto	
from	Liechhardt,	who	recently	
celebrated	50	years	of	profession	

The	NSW	&	ACT	Day	of	Reflection	in	Toronto,	hosted	
by	the	Lake	Macquarie	fraternity	

Welcome	to	Chayse	Maroney	and	Joselyn	de	
Souza	who	were	received	into	the	St	
Paschal’s	fraternity	in	Melbourne. 
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Congratulations to the newly elected Regional 
Council of South Australia 

Delegates attending the Regional Elective Chapter in South 
Australia 

Lively discussions taking place during the National 
Visitation to South Australia in January 

Closure of Project Adoption 
During the 2019 National Elective Chapter, delegates voted to discontinue Project Adoption as 
an apostolate of the Secular Franciscan Order in Australia. This decision was made as it was felt 
that the nature of Project Adoption was limited to assisting only a small group of people. The 
closure of Project Adoption has enabled the National Council to create a new missions office 
under the title of The Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia. This will enable the 
council to broaden their outreach and support to areas beyond what was possible through 
Project Adoption, such as helping our fellow Secular Franciscans in other parts of the world, as 
well as supporting worthy projects throughout Australia. 

The National Council wishes to gratefully thank to all those who have contributed to Project 
Adoption in the past, and we ask our members and friends to continue your generous support 
for the new national mission’s office. This will be a new and exciting opportunity for our 
members and supporters to assist a wider group of people in need. 

More information about the Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia will be available in 
coming months. 
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	 CIOFS	 National	 Queensland	 NSW&	
ACT	

Victoria	 South	
Australia	

Western	
Australia	

March	   14 Council 
Meeting 

14 Day of 
Reflection 
(Lake 
Macquarie) 

 31 Council 
meeting 

27-28 F&P 
Visitation 
 
29 
Elective 
Chapter 

April	     17 
Council 
Meeting 

  

May	 20-27 
6th Asia-
Oceania 
Conference. 
Vitenam 
(Cancelled) 

8-9 
Council  
Meeting 
 
 

30 Youth 
retreat  
(Cancelled) 

2 Council  
Meeting 
 
23 Youth 
retreat 
(Cancelled) 

29-31 
Regional 
retreat 

1-3 
Regional 
Retreat 
 
26 Council 
Meeting 

 

June	   6 Council  
Meeting 

   13 Youth 
Retreat 
(Cancelled)  

July	    24-26 
Regional 
retreat  

18 Non 
Elective 
Chapter 

26  Council 
Meeting 

 

August	  7-8 
Council  
Meeting 
 
28-30 
Non 
Elective 
Chapter 

10-11 St 
Clare 
 
25 St Louis 

1 Council  
Meeting 

20 
Council 
Meeting 

9 
St Clare 
lunch 
 
10 
Transitus 
of St Clare 

 

September	    13 Family 
Day 
(Kellyville) 
 
19 
Regional 
Promotion 
Day 

29 
Promotion 
Formation 

29 Council 
Meeting 

1 World 
Day of 
Prayer for 
the Care 
of 
Creation 

October	  30-31 
Council 
Meeting 

3 Transitus 
 
3 Council  
Meeting 
 
4 St Francis 

24 Council  
Meeting 

3 
Transitus 
 
4 St 
Francis 
Mass and 
picnic 

3 Transitus 
of St 
Francis 

3 
Transitus 
of St 
Francis 

November	 14-22 
XVI 
Ordinary & 
VII Elective-
Chapter 
 

 8 Reflection 
Day 
(Whynnum) 
 
17 St 
Elizabeth 

7 Non 
Elective 
Chapter  
 
21 
Promotion 
and 
Formation  

15 
Reflection 
Day St 
Elizabeth 

24 Non 
Elective 
Chapter 

27-29 
Regional 
Retreat 

December	     6  
Christmas 
gathering 

8 Feast of 
Immaculate 
Conception 

 

NATIONAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020 
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RUTH THERESE GORDON OFS 

Ruth Therese Gordon was called by Sr Death on 15th October 2019. She 
enjoyed reasonably good health up until five months before she died. 

Ruth was professed into the St Brigid's Fraternity Midland on the Feast 
of St Francis 1997. Ruth joined the Order at a time of renewal under the 
leadership of Aileen Poli and with the inspiration of Rosaleen O'Neill OFS 
and Betty Frisina OFS. Ruth was the Fraternity Secretary for many years 
and known to be very reliable and loved the meetings. Ruth did the mail-
outs for all the isolated members of the former Midland Fraternity 

almost up until she died. Ruth was devoted to saying the Divine Office, and right up till her 
death her family and her parish priest would read it to her.  

Ruth was born in Rhodesia and became a Registered Nurse. After marrying her pharmacist 
husband she came to Australia and was the mother of four children. There were many family 
gatherings in her home which she loved, with much pitter-patter of the grandchildren  
who remember her delicious cooking.  

ROSALEEN O'NEILL OFS 

Rosaleen was called by Sr Death on 16th August 2019. Rosaleen was professed into St 
Brigid's Fraternity, Midland, twenty-one years ago in 1998. Rosaleen was an active member 
of the Midland Fraternity having served on the Council for several years.  

Rosaleen had a radiant smile and a gift for reaching out in friendship to everyone she met. 
She preached the gospel without words wherever she went. She was a very involved 
member of Midland Fraternity and lived her Franciscan vocation to the fullest.  
 

PASQUALE SENECA OFS 
 

Pasquale passed away 26th January 2020. His presence in any room made the 
world feel like a better place. He was known for making people laugh and 
smile, no matter the situation. His mispronunciation of English words never 
failed to make us laugh. We could never take him seriously, even when he was 
chasing us in his backyard with his bastoni [walking stick]. 

 
We have always adored the way he loved his wife and our nonna. We admired his devotion 
to her until the very end, taking care of her for many years and loving her unconditionally. 
He always taught his grandchildren how to treat and love others. 
 
He taught us many lifelong lessons like how to stick up for ourselves and our family, to 
always be yourself and not to worry what others think, how to carve a knife out of wooden 
stick, how to make the best pastina in the world, but most importantly to always be there 
for your family and to stay united. Family to Nonno meant everything. There wasn’t a thing 
he wouldn’t do for us them.

OBITUARIES 

(Eulogy be Pasquale’s niece) 
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

St Zelie Martin 1831-77  
St Louis Martin 1823-94 
 
Sts Louis and Zelie Martin, 
most well known as the 
parents of St Theresa of 
Lisieux, each felt a call to 
consecrated life during their 
youth, however they found 
themselves wholeheartedly 
entering into the marriage 
vocation where they devoted 
themselves to God through 
family life. The Martins were 
naturally inclined to charity 
and invited the poor to dine in 
their family home. They 
generously donated to needy 
families, and defended the 
oppressed. They also taught 
their five daughters to treat 
the poor and underprivileged 
as equals. Each daughter in 
turn joined their parents in 
helping the sick. The deeply 
Christian life of the Martin 
parents saw them attend 
daily Mass at 5:30am, 
frequent confession, and 
participate in nocturnal 
Adoration. They recognised 
the sacredness of our Lord’s 
day and closed their 
business on Sundays. Both 
Louis and Zelie were raised 
in strong religious 
households which shaped 
the way for the upbringing of 
their daughters who all 
became nuns. From the 
earliest of age Zelie taught 
her children each morning to 
offer their hearts to the Lord. 

  
 

 

Bl Louise Albertoni 
 1474-1533 

 
Louise was married to an 
illustrious man at a young 
age. Together they had three 
daughters whom they raised 
in a devout Christian 
household. Although their 
marriage was full of genuine 
love, she desired above all to 
please God. She lived a life 
of simplicity, dressing plainly, 
and avoiding pomp and 
luxury. After the death of her 
husband at the age of 33, 
Louise lived even more 
intensely for God, especially 
through the poor by 
generously giving of her 
abundant wealth to provide 
food and support for those in 
need. Not wanting to draw 
attention to her generosity 
she would often hide coins 
inside the bread which she 
handed to the poor. 
 
In order to better imitate 
Jesus, who, being rich, 
became poor, Louise 
remained unattached to her 
wealth and often lacked bare 
necessities herself. She had 
a great devotion for the 
suffering Jesus and was 
often found in tears from 
meditating on his agony. God 
had also graced Louise with 
the gift of miracles and 
frequent ecstasies.  

 
 

Matthew Rossi 
d. 1271 

 
Matthew Rossi was a knight 
of extraordinary piety and 
virtue. Once when St Francis 
was passing through Rome 
Matthew had begged the 
saint to come by his house to 
teach him how to save souls. 
St Francis spoke so 
impressively about the 
vanities of the world that 
Matthew fell at his feet and 
humbly begged to follow 
Francis in the Third Order. 
Throughout the years 
Matthew grew in holiness 
and contributed much to the 
spread of the Order. Many 
people soon after followed by 
his example and also 
became members of the 
Franciscan Third Order.  
 
After some years Matthew 
brought his little son, John 
Cajetan, to St Francis for a 
blessing. Francis lovingly 
took the little boy in his arms, 
and to the father’s 
astonishment declared, “This 
boy will one day be a 
religious, he will be a mighty 
ruler and protector of our 
Order.” John Cajetan later 
became a priest, cardinal 
and protector of the 
Franciscan Order, and then 
in 1277 he was elected as 
Pope Nicholas III. 

 

 
This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 
Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 


