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National Minister’s Message 
 
Pax et Bonum, 
 
As I reflect on this last year, knowing that so many 
people have suffered because of Covid-19, not only 
from having the illness, but from the inability to see 
family and friends.  Also so many peoples’ livelihoods 
have been effected. We in Australia, have been so 
fortunate, even though some of our fraternities were 
not able to meet for some months, and Chapters have 
had to be cancelled. We thank God for His ever 
presence and for the strength He gives to each one of 
us as we walk our Franciscan journey. I recently found 
an article that was in VOX Franciscana Winter 2017-
2018 which I share with you. 
 
“Living My Franciscan Vocation 
Sometimes we need to re-visit our Franciscan vocation and ask whether we are truly 
living as Franciscans. Of course, a daily review of our rule would be helpful and support 
us on our journey. We could also ask ourselves the following questions to help stay on 
track: 

Do I have an intense love of the Eucharist and a desire to stay close to our Lord 
Jesus Christ through the reception of the Eucharist on a regular basis? 

Do I make an effort to spend time with my Franciscan brothers and sisters – at the 
local fraternity and through prayer and outreach to our brothers and sisters around the 
world? 

Have I chosen to live a simple life, allowing me to have a genuine spirituality which 
has no pretence? 

Have I chosen to live a life of Gospel poverty? 
My belongings are there for my use. I am not attached to them. Thus, I am free to truly 
live the poverty of the Gospel. 
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…National Minister’s Message continued 

Do I have a true sense of minority? Am I the servant and not superior to others? 

Am I allowing God to work in my life, trusting in His unconditional love? 

As part of daily conversion, am I looking at things in my life that I should change so that 
I can become more like Jesus? 

Do I see a transformation in myself because I am open and willing? 

Am I the messenger of peace in the world as Francis was – in my family, in my fraternity, 
in my community? 

-- by the Formation Commission 
This article challenges each one of us. I believe each one of us need to reflect on our 
vocation to the Secular Franciscan Order, remembering the day of our Profession and the 
commitment that was made, and especially the words “…I promise to live all the days 
of my life, the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Secular Franciscan Order by 
the Grace of the Holy Spirit...” 
 
On reflecting on our vocation at this time we are also reminded of Mary’s, the Mother of 
Christ, obedience in carrying out God’s will in her life and of her complete trust and faith. 
As we journey through this Advent may we ponder on the birth of the baby Jesus. May we 
grow closer to our loving Lord as we come to realise even more the wonder of Him coming 
to us to bring incredible hope, filling us with much peace, love and joy. 
 
I take this opportunity to extend to you and your loved ones a blessed and joy filled 
Christmas. May the Infant Jesus come alive in your hearts. 
 
Lola Kelly OFS         
National Minister    

May the blessings of our 
Infant King, born in the 

poverty of the manger, fill 
you with the riches of 

heavenly joy this 
Christmas. 

 
Fraternally,  
The National Council of 
Australia 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 
OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	064-151 
Account	No:	1046 2163 
	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always remember 
our members who have gone before us. 
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
	
As	a	national	priority	to		
support	life,	family	and		
marriage,	the	National	Council		
would	like	to	encourage	all		
members	and	fraternities	to		
read	 through	 the	 documents	 published	 by	
the	 CIOFS	 Family	 Commission.	 The	 family	
has	been	under	attack	for	many	years,	and	
as	Secular	Franciscans	we	have	been	called	
to	stand	firm	in	the	teachings	of	the	Church	
in	 all	 areas,	 including	 the	 sacred	 value	 of	
family,	 marriage	 and	 of	 human	 life	 from	
conception	to	natural	death.	
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/family-commission	
	
	
	
	

 NOTICES 

FRANCISCAN STUDY COURSE 
 

A detailed Franciscan study course has been 
uploaded to our website. This has been kindly 
provided to us by Franciscan International Training 
Facility. This course is not intended for OFS 
members in formation, but rather as a personal study 
course for anyone wishing to advance their 
Franciscan knowledge on an academic level. The 
complete series can be found at:  
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/resources/franciscan-study-course  

                             Trilogy 
 

The new “Trilogy” contains the 
“The Rule and Commentary”, 
“The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” 
  
Please contact Larry Cox to order 
your copy:  
richardlarry.cox@gmail.com 
 
Payments should to be made to the 
National Treasurer, Larry Cox  
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The Trinity 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Waverley fraternity member 
Barry Blake OFS has kindly 
shared with us his writings 
on the Trinity, inspired by 
an article in the Sydney 
Morning Herald that 
touched on the derivation 
of the word “person” 
https://bit.ly/37gM5j4 
 

 
Francis & the Eucharist 

 
Download the Summer edition 

 
https://bit.ly/3qX5cq3 

CIOFS New Website 
 
The International Council of the Secular Franciscan 
Order (CIOFS) recently launched its new website. 
With options to view in four languages, it also 
features a new design, filled with rich content and allows 
users to easily navigate to pages with only one click.  

By saving the CIOFS website to your device you can keep 
up to date with all the news from the Presidency 

www.ciofs.info 

 

 

VOX Franciscana 
 
Download the latest copy of the CIOFS 
news magazine ‘VOX Franciscana’ 
https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/ 
 
 

 

Secular Franciscan Order 

1221-2021 
Celebrating 800 Years 

Of Memoriale Propositi & 
The establishment of the 
Third Order Franciscans 
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
 
Even in these challenging times of COVIDSafe-19, the Queensland 
fraternities have been fairly active. The normal monthly meetings have 
continued, and in particular several momentous occasions have taken 
place. The recent photos covered the Guardian Angels successful 

Election Day 22 November 2020, profession of Josh at Holy Spirit Fraternity Kedron 
on Sun 15 November 2020, and finally the Qld Regional reflection day November 8th 
with Fr Joseph McKay presenting. 
 
Our Regional Formator, Joan Hanley visited the evolving group in Cairns, and with Fr 
Nathan as Spiritual Assistant, the group is well into their study and formation aspects. 
Our distant Bundaberg OFS members, and newly interested members, continue their 
journey with the Guardian Angels fraternity in Wynnum with their formator Sophia 
Denis and Joan Hanley. 
 
Our end of year meetings provided that extra joy with gifts at some meetings, Mass 
and prayers to end our challenging year. With Christ journeying with us all, our prayers 
into 2021 for health, joy, and love within our fraternities and families. 
 
Pax et bonum, and Merry Christmas! 
 
 

New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 
Despite the fact that many of our scheduled events needed to be cancelled, 
2020 still proved to be an active year in many ways. Online gatherings 
found its way into many of our lives and provided a unique way for our 

members to keep in contact and enjoy a sense of fraternity. To date many of our 
fraternities have now been meeting in person for some months already and a sense 
of normality seems to be returning.  
 
A highlight of the past season was the regional gathering via Zoom on the feast of St 
Francis. It was a pleasure to see over fifty members attending the event, from not only 
NSW and ACT, but throughout many other parts of Australia. In particular we were 
most grateful to welcome Fr Pedro Zitha OFM, Spiritual Assistant to CIOFS, who 
joined us from Rome and gave a half hour presentation on living the Franciscan 
spirituality.  
 
Over the past two months fraternity Chapters were celebrated for Waverley and 
Central Coast. Congratulations to the new Councils elected in both fraternities. It is 
clear there is still much life in these fraternities with members who are passionate to 
live out the Franciscan charism in their everyday lives. 2021 will be an extra busy year 
catching up on fraternity Chapters that needed to be postponed due to the pandemic.  
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Wishing you all a happy and holy Christmas! 
 

 
Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
After a very long wait, our members have finally been able to meet for the 
first time since March. All of our fraternities celebrated Mass and had their 

Christmas gatherings last weekend. 
  
Our isolated members list is growing longer. We now have many older members who 
are finding it more difficult to attend fraternity meetings. As well, there are still some 
who have not returned since lockdown.   
 
We are looking forward to having a Regional Day in February to plan our events for 
2021 including some formation and promotion days. We also hope to visit our 
members in Bendigo.  
 
We thank you all for keeping contact with us and well informed during the lockdown. 
 
Wishing you all the blessings of the Christmas season and a fruitful new year. 
 
 

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
‘St Francis Week’ was celebrated at St Francis of Assisi Church, Newton, 
commencing on Saturday 3rd October with the blessing of pets, and was 
followed by the Transitus of St Francis. A good number of Members 
attended, including the Anglican Third Order of St Francis and Parishioners. 

Fr Eldridge D’Souza OFM Cap led the Transitus, with Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap as 
narrator. Other parts of the Transitus were played by our members. There were no 
refreshments afterwards due to COVID-19.      
 
The feast of St Francis was celebrated on 4th October with a bilingual Mass led by 
Archbishop Patrick O’Regan. This was a big parish event in which OFS Members 
participated. The week of celebrations continued until 8th October. Fr John Nguyen 
(Spiritual Assistant) made a great effort in preparing the program of activities as well 
as promoting the event and sending out invitations. Those who attended reported it to 
be a great week. Other activities included the viewing of the special Mass from Assisi 
where Pope Francis signed his Encyclical “Fratelli Tutti”, a movie, documentaries, a 
virtual tour of Assisi, as well as greetings from various people and their testimonies. 
Fr John was informed by the International Spiritual Assistant that our fraternity was 
the only one known to have put on a celebratory week. 
 
The week concluded with a special Mass on Thursday 8th October, held to 
commemorate the 62nd Anniversary of the canonical establishment of the Newton 
Fraternity on 8th April1958, which was delayed due to Covid. 
Newton fraternity Elective Chapter was held on 11th October 2020, the results of 
Election- Minister Vanda Bartemucci, Vice Minister Maria Iadanza, Secretary Diana 
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Beltrame, Treasure Beata Dawidowska- Gajda, Formator Marie Rego, Promotion 
Officer Warren Featherstone,       
 
The feast of St Louis IX was celebrated with a Mass on 25th August. Croissants and 
morning tea were later provided at a member’s house. The Regional Elective Chapter 
was held 25th November 2020. The Regional Retreat has now been rescheduled for 
23rd-25th April 2021.    
 
The feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, patron of the Regional Fraternity of 
South Australia, was celebrated with Mass at Christ the King Church Lockleys led by 
Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap. There were 90 people in attendance, including the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the Franciscan Sisters of Saint 
Anthony. During the celebration, Andrea Burvill OFS received a certificate for her 25th 
anniversary of profession. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Holy Happy New Year to all the OFS Family across Australia 
and the World.         
 

 
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister 
Greetings from Western Australia. We have been fortunate to have had face-
to-face monthly meetings since June with social distancing. Our Annual 
Regional Retreat went ahead on 27th, 28th and 29th November, live-out only, 
at the Dianella Parish Centre. Michael McGuire OFS prepared and 

presented the material on “Glimpses of the Life of St Francis of Assisi from the Pen of 
Bonaventure and the Brush of Giotto”. Anne-Marie Langdon and Noel D’Souza 
assisted with the commentary on the twenty-eight paintings displayed on a large 
screen.  
 
We are looking forward to the profession of Fr Richard Robertsen into The Immaculate 
Conception Fraternity Perth in the New year. Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity 
Balcatta presented their annual “Christmas at Greccio” on 20th December.  
 
Christmas Blessings and good health and the Lord’s Peace for 2021 to all our brothers 
and sisters in Australia.  
	
	
	
	
	 	

Members from Western Australia enjoying their 
annual Regional Retreat 
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Members of the Central Coast fraternity following 
their Pastoral & Fraternal Visitation and Elections in 
October 

The newly elected Council of the 
Waverley fraternity: Back Tony 
Bozicevic (Visitor), Barry Blake, 
Timothy McCarthy, Susana 
Hansen, Julie Keys, Susie White 

Members from the evolving Albury group 
celebrating their first Transitus together 

The Griffith fraternity celebrating the Transitus 
Congratulations to Robert 
Holmes who was received into 
the Taree fraternity by 
Minister Colleen White 

Congratulations to Fr Peter Kirgovski, parish priest of 
Croydon, and Fr Peter Stojanovic, parish priest of 
Yoogali, who were both received into the Leichhardt 
fraternity on the feast of St Padre Pio. Pictured with Fr 
John Cooper and Minister Giuseppina Cavallaro 
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Members of the Queensland region participating on the 
Regional Reflection Day 

Congratulations to Steven Buckley (third from 
right) who was professed into the Warrawong 
fraternity on the Transitus. 

The NSW & ACT Region celebrating the Feast 
of St Francis over Zoom with special guest 
speaker Fr Pedro Zitha OFM joining from Rome 

Congratulations to Andrea Burvill (left) who recently 
celebrated her 25th anniversary of profession. Pictured 
with Spiritual Assisant Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap, 
and fraternity Minister Vanda Bartemucci 

Congratulations to Josh Daamen (front centre) who 
was professed on 15th November at Holy Spirit 
fraternity, Kedron. 

The newly elected council of the Wynnum 
fraternity:  Biddy Dwyer, Larry Cox, Sophia 
Denis, Joan Hanley, Carmel Halley, Fr Joseph 
McKay 
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Supported projects 

Secular Franciscan Order Mission of  Australia 
 

Join us in helping make good happen 

Can you help the Secular Franciscans to help the needy? 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Mission of Australia 
Commonwealth Bank 
BSB:  064 151 
Account No:  0464 628 
Reference: Your Full Name 

Mr Larry Cox OFS 
National Treasurer 
35 Tintara Street 
Carseldine QLD 4034 

For further information: 
Leellen Lewis OFS 
Mission Coordinator,  
leellen.lewis@gmail.com 

“Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”   1 John 3:18 

Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by: 

 

  

 Bethany Home (Island of  Principe) 
 Br. Fernando Ventura OFM Cap and Friars 
 are building a home for the elderly on the 
 Island of Principe (of the west coast of 
 Africa, in the Gulf of Guinea). 

 

    Capuchin Friars-Province of   
      St. Anthony (Goa, India) 
 

 Directly support Fr. Waldheim 
 Rodrigues and local Secular Franciscan 
 Fraternities in nursing the sick, 
 providing safe accommodation for 
 travelling women, combating child 
 abuse, gaol visitation and financial 
 support to poor families. 

 

 

 Beirut (Lebanon) 
 The Mission is now collecting donations from fraternities to support Secular Franciscan 
 families who have lost everything in the August explosion in Beirut, Lebanon. 
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Caterina Seneca OFS 
1st May 1940 – 14th September 2020 

Caterina Seneca passed away peacefully in Adelaide on 14th September 
2020. 
 
Caterina became a member of the Secular Franciscan Order with her 
husband Pasquale Seneca in 1994. Nine years after entering the Secular 
Franciscan Order Caterina was diagnosed with dementia and was no longer 
able to attend fraternity meetings. Pasquale, her husband, took it upon 
himself to take care for her at home.  

 
This continued for 14 years until Pasquale himself became sick and too weak to take care for 
Catarina. Caterina’s condition deteriorated towards the end of her life, nevertheless she was 
still able to hum and sing songs from her younger days.   
 
Pasquale had promised to look after his wife at least until he reached the age of eighty. 
However, this proved difficult, as by that age he himself was hospitalised for different health 
issues and was unable to care for Caterina. Pasquale had booked his wife and himself into the 
same nursing home, where Caterina died on 14th September 2020, at the age of eighty. 
Pasquale died in January 2020 at the age of eighty-three. 
 

OBITUARIES 

Beloved rvife of
Pasquale (dece,rsed).

N{uch loved mother
and mother-in-larv of

Nicola and Nlan:

Adored Nonna of
Paul and Renee, Stephanie ;rnd Dalton,

and Nicole.

Cherished Bis-Nonnir of Aalivah.

Loved daughter of
Barbara and Diodoro (both deceased).

Forever loved and remembered
by all her familv and friends

in Australia and overseas.

Pace i Bene

In Loving N{emorv of

Vu/o,inu l/ctrecct
(nee laleggio)

Born in San Nlarco dei Cavoti,Italv
on 1st N{av,1940.

Passed away peacefullv
in Adelaide, South Australia

on 14th September, 2020.

Aged 80 years.

_ _l= _=

Riposa in Pace.

x
I

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
From whose embrace no living person can escape. 
Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 

The second death can do no harm to them. 
 

St	Francis	of	Assisi	
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

 
This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 
Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  

Articles longer than one page may be edited.  
 

St Ferdinand the King 
1201-1252 

 
King Ferdinand III, of León 
and Castile in Spain, was 
declared king at the age of 18. 
Throughout his life he had 
married twice and fathered 
fifteen children between the 
two wives.  
 
From the outset of his reign, 
King Ferdinand displayed the 
finest traits of generosity, 
justice and gentleness 
towards the subjects of his 
kingdom, while striving to 
keep his people free from any 
unjust burdens. Throughout 
his entire life he continuously 
struggled against the 
Mohammedans who waged 
war, threatening to assert their 
control and wipe out 
Christianity. King Ferdinand, 
being concerned about the 
kingdom of God, devoted 
himself to prayer and fasting, 
while his army fought back the 
enemies and won great 
success. The king fostered 
devotion to Mary Help of 
Christians, and had her image 
carried at the head of the 
troops as their standard. He 
also re-conquered the Muslim 
city of Cordoba and converted 
the mosque into a beautiful 
church dedicated to the 
Mother of God.  

St Thomas More 
1478-1535 

 
Born in London, Thomas 
showed signs of devotion to 
our Lord from an early age.  
Throughout his adulthood he 
became a well-known lawyer, 
parliamentarian, 
administrator, judge and 
diplomat. Most importantly he 
became Speaker of the 
House of Commons, and 
eventually Lord Chancellor (in 
modern terms the Prime 
Minister of England). Despite 
his vigorous workload he 
always found time to attend 
daily Mass and practice other 
pious devotions. As a devout 
follower of St Francis, he 
joined the Third Order 
Franciscans.  
 
In 1532, the English bishops 
acknowledged King Henry 
VIII as “Supreme Head” of 
the Church in England, 
betraying their duty as 
bishops and causing great 
confusion among the people. 
Thomas, however, refused to 
take the oath acknowledging 
Henry as the Supreme Head, 
and continued to recognise 
the Pope as the head of the 
Church and the Vicar of 
Christ. As a result he was 
imprisoned in the Tower of 
London in 1534 where he 
was eventually beheaded.  
 
 

Philomena Jane 
Genovese 1835-1919 

 
Raised in a devout family, 
Philomena began to give 
praise to God with the very 
first words she ever uttered, 
“Ave Maria!” From an early 
age she disregarded the 
glamour of the world and 
exchanged her beautiful 
dresses for poor clothing. 
She would often scold her 
maid in charge of styling her 
hair saying, “You are too 
particular about material 
things. It would be too bad for 
us if we fail to remember 
Christ, whose hair was torn 
from his head!” 
 
As a young woman 
Philomena remained devout 
in her struggle for holiness. 
She entered the Third Order 
of St Francis and remained 
unmarried. She consecrated 
herself to God with the three 
vows, and became a symbol 
of purity and penance to all 
who knew her. 
 
Philomena began to suffer 
terrible illnesses which she 
accepted with joy and 
patients. On top of these she 
repeatedely added more 
voluntary penance until she 
finally gave forth her soul to 
God in a most holy death at 
the age of thirty.  


