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National Minister’s Message o
Inside Thislssue

Peace and all goodness.
National Minister’s 1-2

Spring is a time of hope and of coming out of the Message
darkness of winter into new life. | want to reflect on
the recent message of our General Minister, Tibor Notices 34

Kauser OFS in a video he sent us.
Regional Round-Up  5-8
He noted Article 26 of the General Constitutions

(GC) of the Secular Franciscan Order reads, Obituaries 9-10
“Following the Gospel, Secular Franciscans
therefore affirm their hope and joy in living. They OFS Saints 11

make a contribution to counter widespread distress
and pessimism, preparing a better future.”

We are told that, “The Presidency of the International Council of the Secular Franciscan
Order (CIOFS) share our deepest concern for all brothers and sisters going through
difficult times together with their families during this pandemic period.

His message is one of encouragement and reassuring us to have confidence in our
loving and merciful God who never abandons us. We are reminded to continue praying
for each other and especially for our elderly sisters and brothers. In these difficult times
we also must look for ways to foster communion among the members of our fraternities.

Our vocation is to follow in the footsteps of St Francis in living a Gospel centered life.
GC Article 26 also reminds us that Francis experienced confidence and joy even in
suffering.

May we as Secular Franciscans in this time of so much suffering in the world keep our
eyes firmly on our loving Lord and as is stated in GC Article 12: “Gaining inspiration
from the example and writings of Francis and, above all, filled with the grace of the Holy
Spirit, each day the brothers and sisters faithfully live the great gift Christ has given the
revelation of the Father. They should bear witness to this faith before all:



...National Minister’s Message continued

- in their family life;

- in their work;

- in their joys and sufferings;

- in their association with all as brothers and sisters of the same Father;
- in their presence and participation in the life of society

- in their fraternal relationship with all creatures.”

The words of encouragement given in GC Article 10: “Christ poor and crucified”,
victor over death and risen, is the greatest manifestation of the love of God for
humanity. Jesus is the “book” in which the brothers and sisters, in imitation of
Francis, learn the purpose and the way of living, loving and suffering. They
discover in Him the value of the contradictions for the sake of justice and the
meaning of the difficulties and the crosses of daily life. With Him, they can
accept the will of the Father even under the most difficult of circumstances and
live the Franciscan spirit of peace, ...” inspire us to persevere, bring love, peace
and joy to everyone we meet.

In conclusion, throughout our Rule and General Constitutions there are a
number of statements about finding confidence and joy in suffering and times
of darkness, as we live the Gospel life in the footsteps of St Francis.

| finish with the San Damiano prayer which asks for the grace to trust in the
Lord:

Most High, glorious God,
enlighten the darkness of my heart
and give me, true faith, certain hope,
and perfect charity, sense and knowledge Lord,
that | may carry out Your holy and true command.

Fraternally in St Francis,
Lola Kelly OFS
National Minister



NOTICES

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage

As a national priority to

support life, family and

marriage, the National Council

would like to encourage all

members and fraternities to

read through the documents published by
the CIOFS Family Commission. The family
has been under attack for many years, and
as Secular Franciscans we have been called
to stand firm in the teachings of the Church
in all areas, including the sacred value of
family, marriage and of human life from
conception to natural death.

http://www.ciof s.org/portal/en/family-commission

Supporting the OFS Family

If you wish to contribute to our Secular
Franciscan Family this year, kindly send
your donations via electronic online
banking.

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.
BSB: 064-151
Account No: 1046 2163

Join us in helping make good happen

Can you help the Secular Franciscans to help the needy?

Secular Franciscan Order
Your donation no matter how big or small, can be made by: Mission of Australia

BSB: 064151

Account No: 0464628

Mr Larry Cox OFS
For further information: National Treasurer
Leellen Lewis OFS 35 Tintara Street
Mission Coordinator, Carseldine QLD 4034
leellen.lewis@gmail.com

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their

courageous initiatives—- Chapter 15, The Rule of Life, Secular Franciscan Order

National Necrology

Please remember to send in articles for the
National Necrology to Marialadanza
maria @internode.on.net Let us always
remember our members who have gone
before us.

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE

Trilogy

The OFS “Trilogy” contains the
“The Rule and Commentary”,
“The General Constitutions’ and
“The Ritua”

Please contact Larry Cox to order
your copy:
richardlarry.cox@gmail.com

Payments should to be madeto the
National Treasurer, Larry Cox

CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER

www.ofsaustralia.org.au Queensgland: Larry Cox OFS gld@ofsaustralia.org.au
VictoriaMoya Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com /ofsaustralia

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS sa@ofsaustralia.org.au
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au




Feast Day Event

THE NSW & ACT Regiona Council invitesall
OFS members around Australiato join usfor

special Zoom Feast Day Evening Prayers on the
feast on St Francis.

Our special guest speaker for the evening will
be Fr Pedro Zitha OFM, Genera Spiritual
Assistant for the OFS International Council
(CIOFS), who will be joining us live from
Rome.

When: Sunday 4™ October, 2020
Time: 7:00-8:00pm AEST

Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/88622666967

For more details of how to connect please
contact Tony Bozicevic OFS g
0416 704 085 g \
tonybozz.of s@gmail.com

BOOK REPORT

Secular Franciscan author,
Dawn M. Nothwehr in her book
“Ecological Footprints”, explores
her belief that the Franciscan
vision offers a powerful antidote
to the moral malaise that
prevents ordinary Christians
from making the necessary
choice to live more simply and

share the world’s goods more equitably.

Waverley fraternity member Barry Blake OFS has
kindly shared with us his four essays of this book
which can be downloaded via the following links.

Part 1: https://bit.ly/3ILLINS

Part 2: https://bit.ly/32LmD2F
Part 3: https://bit.ly/35VQFTt
Part 4: https://bit.ly/33N2TLB

Transitus of
St Francis

St Francis entered heavenly life just
after sunset on October 3, 1226. He
recited Psalm 142, and during the
closing verse he died.

Each year Franciscans around the
world solemnly recall the passing of
our seraphic father by laying a friar's
habit on the ground before the altar
and recalling Francis’ final moments.

Fraternities are welcome to download
the following Transitus documents to
guide their commemoration.

https.//bit.ly/2RGnmfd (Director’ s Edition)
https:/bit.ly/3cieblL g (Peopl€’ s Copy)

A Medieval Meal

In the past it had been a practice to
celebrate a ‘medieval meal’ on the
feast of St Francis, consisting of water
& wine, vegetable, bread, fish, lobster-
pie, honey, grapes, and almonds
(which Francis often received from
Lady Jacoba de Settesoli. For more
information on this delicious fraternity
meal click https.//bit.ly/3mCQEKg

Download the Spring edition
https./bit.ly/3kzO4Ew




Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister

During the lockdown period, the Queensland fraternities only stopped

meeting for two months before resuming normal monthly fraternity

meetings. Some basic separation guidelines needed to be followed.

During that period, some meetings were held via zoom or skype, while

other members connected via email and phone calls. For some of our
older members particularly, the technology proved to be a somewhat difficult.
Otherwise our Queensland OFS members have been coping fairly well.

Many of our members also took the opportunity to do some online retreats, some for
two weeks, while another one lasted thirty days.

A Regional Council meeting has been organised for Saturday 19 September, and a
Regional Reflection Day in early November guided by our Spiritual Assistant, Fr
Joseph McKay OFM. A Regional Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation to the Guardian
Angels fraternity is scheduled for Sunday 27 September.

Several OFS members have logged into a four-part series of one-hour online events
to celebrate the “Season of Creation” during this special anniversary year of Laudato
Si’. The Brisbane Archdiocese is hosting the event, focusing on Laudato Si’, the
Eucharist and integral ecology, which will present some concrete ways Catholics can
live out the directives presented by Pope Francis.

New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister
The highlight of our winter season had to be our regional annual retreat
which took place via Zoom from 24-26 July. It was wonderful to see 56
people attending, including members, enquirers from around the region,
as well as several members from other regions throughout Australia. We were most
grateful to Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap, Fr Tony Fox OFM Conv, Sr Pia Galea OSC and
Fr Carl Schafer OFM who presented four inspiring talks. Despite the fact that we were
not able to celebrate the sacraments together, nor enjoy our usual fraternity gathering,
it was wonderful nevertheless to see so many faces of our sisters and brothers online.

The Regional Council has decided to postpone our Non-Elective Chapter scheduled
for November as we understand there is still some concern with members about
meeting in large gatherings during the current conditions. There has also been a
directive given by the Vatican that Chapters cannot be conducted online. Further
notice will be sent out once a new date has been determined.

To celebrate the feast of St Francis on the 4" November, the region will be hosting
yet another Zoom event. We are grateful to have Fr Pedro Zitha OFM as our guest



speaker. Fr Pedro is currently the General Spiritual Assistant to the OFS International
Council (CIOFS). Some of us had the opportunity to meet Fr Pedro when he visited
Australia for the National Visitation and Elective Chapter in 2018. His lively Franciscan
spirit definitely left a lasting impression on all who met him, and | am certain his talk
for us will be one not to be missed!

Pax et bonum!

Victoria: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister

As you are all aware, Victoria has been in a very difficult position for many

months now. The ongoing lock down and 5km travel restrictions

continues to have major consequences for our fraternity meetings and
regional events. However, our members continue to keep in contact with each other
via Zoom, emails, phone calls and post. Our Spiritual Assistants, Br Louis Schmidt, Fr
Cormack Nagel and Fr John from Springvale have also been actively keeping in
contact with us and continue to send us reflections. Our former Spiritual Assistant, Fr
Joe, has also maintained contact and also sends us news and other reading materials.
In addition to that we continue to receive material from other regions which are also
passed on to our members.

Many of our members have been active over Zoom. Helen Britton does the reading
for the Zoom Mass at Norrington each Friday and some Sundays, while Lucy de
Summer has been active in organising meetings.

We are trying to keep everyone united as best as we can until we can meet again in
person. We hope to have a big get-together for Christmas.

Take care. Peace and God’s Blessings.

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister

COVID-19 has definitely changed the way we are used to worship. South
Australia has been affected, although not as bad as some other states. We
continue to have some restrictions. However, our churches have remained
open with the required social distancing in place.

Our fraternities have missed 2-3 meetings, and even had to improvise by having Initial
Formation meetings at an OFS member’'s home, as no meeting were allowed on
church grounds. Thanks be to God that we are very slowly moving in the right direction,
and with the Lord’s help we will slowly, but surely get there.

The Feast of St Clare is normally celebrated with a shared lunch on the closest Sunday
to the feast day, however, this year it was unfortunately cancelled due to Covid-19.



The ceremony of the Transits of St Clare was still able to take place. It was a very
moving ceremony and well attended by members of the Lockleys fraternity, the
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Franciscan Sisters of St Anthony,
as well as the Capuchin Friars.

The Feast Day of St Clare on 11" August was celebrated with Mass at Newton, and
included the profession of Danica Rusov to the OFS fraternity. The Mass was
amazing, and the beautiful liturgy included the use of overheads showing the Rite of
Profession so that all were able to participate. Mass was celebrated by Fr John
Nguyen OFM Cap Spiritual Assistant. Danica received a certificate, Bible, candle and
San Damiano crucifix at the ceremony. Fr John created a personalized booklet of the
Rite of Profession for Danica, together with photos.

Sister Death has called Pauline Margaret Hilliard OFS, born on 30/7/1931. She
entered eternal life 26/8/2020. She was professed an OFS member in 2011 and
belonged to the Seacombe Garden Fraternity until its closed 20t August 2019. Pauline
then moved to the OFS Newton Fraternity.

Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister

The 23 July 2020 marked 90 years since the first meeting of the Secular

Franciscan Order in Western Australia in 1930. It was held at the

Archbishop’s Palace and at a later time the fraternity moved to St Mary’s

Cathedral Perth. The fraternity was named St Mary the Immaculate
Conception. Margaret Flynn, professed in Glasgow and Margaret Agnes Smith
professed in England, initiated the process to Canonically establish this fraternity.
There were many archdiocesan priests who supported the fraternity over the years as
the Franciscan friars did not arrive in Western Australia until 1951. There are at
present eleven active members who meet at Our Lady Queen of Poland church and
the hall, with thanks to the Polish friars. The fraternity celebrated with a lunch at the
Hyde Park Hotel, followed by their meeting with a celebratory cake for afternoon tea.

With much sadness Sr Death called John Butcher RIP on 24! August. John was a
founding member of Our Lady of the House of Gold Fraternity canonically established
in 2018.

Our three Fraternities are meeting in Western Australia with social distancing.
Regional gatherings were held for the Transitus of St Clare and the Stigmata of St
Francis. Fr Kenneth D’'Souza and Fr Marcellinus Meilak OFM were present on both
occasions together with several Secular Franciscans and Friends of St Francis. With
a strong sense of Franciscan family we entered into the depth and meaning of these
two special feasts followed by fraternity food and fun.



Congratulations to Danica Rusov OFS
who was professed in the Newton
fraternity, Adelaide, on the feast of St
Clare.

The 2020 NSW & ACT Regiona Retreat viaZoom

Congratulations to Damian Perrin OFS who was professed in the
Kedron fraternity, Brisbane, on 19" July. Damian was joined by the
Holy Spirit fraternity, Regional Council members and his family.

Perth Fraternity sharing a celebratory cake for their 90th
Anniversary. Lunch was enjoyed at Hyde Park Hotel.
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Fr Norbert Pittorino OFM
21" October 1931 — 239 June 2020

Through baptism, and as disciples of Jesus Christ, we belong to
Christ, seeking to live out our lives in faithful service to the Lord. That
is what our brother Norbert Pittorino sought to do in his life, especially
in the 65 years he was a friar minor. He was ordained in 1963, and
began a life long journey as an educator. This was expressed in his
work at Padua College as a teacher, his missionary work in Papua
New Guinea, along with assisting formation both in Papua New
Guinea and when he returned to Australia.

In all his ministry he exhibited a great love for St Francis, and all things Franciscan.
He willingly prepared lectures and papers on aspects of Franciscan spirituality.

His willingness to share his love of Saint Francis was very evident in his commitment
to, and ongoing support of our sisters and brothers in the Secular Franciscan Order.
He was the Regional Spiritual Assistant for New South Wales, and Spiritual Assistant
for Waverley and Campbelltown fraternities over many years.

In all these areas, Norbert certainly provided a pathway for many fellow travelers to
find the beauty and simplicity in Franciscan spirituality, and the benefits of living a
Franciscan life.

May Norbert now share in the reign of God. My he be welcomed by all who have gone
before him marked with the sign of faith. May he experience new life and light in God’s
presence forever. May he rest in peace.

(Extract from the eulogy by Fr Philip Miscamble OFM)

Pauline Margaret Hilliard OFS
30" July 1931 — 26™" August 2020

Mum was born in Lancashire in England on the 30" of July 1931.
She went to St Clair School and later to Belreve Convent high
school for Young ladies. She was in Liverpool during the war and
was evacuated for a short while. When she was seven she was
confirmed and took the name Francis. She remembered going to
Mass with her mother and grandmother both of whom had a great
influence on her. When mum left high school, she started an
apprenticeship in a pharmacy, but she didn’t quite finish as she
met dad and got married at 19. Soon after that Dad was offered a
position at the Adelaide University, so they immigrated to Australia in 1954.

Mum'’s faith was very important to her, and after Dad died she got busy volunteering
in things like Fred’s Van in the city, giving communion to elderly people at The Pines
Retirement Village, various church study groups, meditation and spiritual retreats. She
joined The Order of Secular Franciscans in 2011.

9
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She was always there for others with a warm smile and a listening ear, although she
sometimes complained that she just couldn't fit in any more friends! | couldn’t have
asked for a better mother. She was loving, accepting, interested and fun to be with.

She will be missed by many and remembered for a life well lived.
(Extract from the eulogy by Pauleen’s daughter, Julia.)

John Butcher OFS
239 January 1941 — 25" August 2020

John Butcher was born in Menzies. He went to primary school in
Menzies and then to CBC in Kalgoorlie. Upon graduation he went to
Graylands Teacher’'s College and subsequently taught at Menzies,
Tingledale near Walpole, and Shackleton. John was headmaster at
East Kalgoorlie Primary School and finished his teaching at the
Kalgoorlie School of the Air where he was very popular. After retiring
from teaching, John became a caretaker for a property at Golden
Valley near the Parkston marshalling yards for 23 years.

After a period of disengagement from the Church John returned to his faith and
commenced going to daily Mass. John had a good voice which he used in church and
community choirs. Bill Sheehan and John went to the Franciscan retreats in John’s
little yellow car each year. John always helped out in any way he could and formed
friendships with the Seculars in Perth and WA.

John was in the first group Harry Argus was forming to be admitted and professed into
the Order from the Goldfields. He was very enthusiastic about the commitment he had
made to the Order and willingly served on the first provisional Fraternity Council. John
said that joining helped him with his daily prayers and led to a fuller prayer life.

Mary Kelly OFS
30" December 1920 — 4™ June 2020

Mary was a member of the Midland Fraternity and professed in
1959. She migrated to Australia as a young married woman.

I met Mary at Regional events at Midland such as the Transitus and
Stigmata in the 1990’s. Mary also was a regular at the annual
Retreat and Regional Days of Reflection. She was always a very
gentle and kindly lady ready with a smile to brighten your day. We
had missed her presence on these occasions after she became
isolated due to transport and health reasons. She lived with her daughter Anne.

Mary was aged 99 at the time of her death. Her funeral was very well attended by
her family and parish family. | attended from the Secular Franciscan family. May she
rest in peace.

Eulogy by Anne-Marie Langdon OFS
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BI. Frederic Ozanam
1813-1853

Bl. Frederic is most commonly
remembered as the founder of
the St Vincent de Paul Society.
At the age of 15, Frederic
began to doubt the Catholic
faith, and considered leaving
the church. With the help of his
Dominican professor he
regained his faith after one
year, then made a promise to
God to spend his life defending
the Truth. As a young man in
his twenties, while studying
law, Frederic encountered
much hostility towards the
Catholic faith. He produced
many papers and gave
lectures defending the true
faith, as well as those living in
poverty. After being challenged
to put his words into action, he
and his fellow students, began
a charity under the patronage
of St Vincent, where they
distributed food and firewood
to poor families. Frederic often
visited the poor in the cities
and towns he travelled, while
also establishing his charity in
those places. He often loved to
welcomed the poor into his
home. Frederick was married
on June 23 1841, and for the
remaining 12 years of his life
he gave his wife a bouquet of
flowers on the 23 of each
month. Frederic joined the
Third Order Franciscans
shortly before his death.

Cecilia Joanelli-Castelli
d. 1641

As a child, Cecilia displayed a
strong faith and fear of God.
Whenever she saw other
children doing something
wrong, or using a bad word,
she would tell them, “do not
do that! Itis a sin!” As a
young girl, three times a day
she knelt down before an
image of our Lady and said
three Hail Mary’s with a
loving devotion towards the
Mother of God. As she grew,
Cecilia found no interest in
the secular books that other
young ladies were reading,
but only took pleasure in
reading religious books.
Cecilia gave her hand in
marriage to a nobleman, and
throughout her married life
she made every sacrifice to
put her family first in every
matter. She devoutly raised
her children in the true
Catholic faith and strove to be
an exemplary example of
Christian perfection. As the
years passed, Cecilia joined
the Third Order Franciscans
and lived a life of detachment
from worldly goods, and also
developed in generosity
towards the poor. After her
death her husband wrote, “I
can certify an oath that in the
thirty years we lived together,
she never said an impatient
or angry word to me.”

Anacleto Gonzalez
Flores 1890-1927

Anacleto proved to be one of
the great martyrs of the faith
during the persecution of the
Catholic Church in Mexico
throughout the early 20t
century. While he was still a
law student he would often
defend the faith and
challenge the university
professors who spoke
against the church. His
devotion to the Catholic faith
led him to join Third Order
Franciscans. He became a
strong patron of Catholic
Action and established two
weekly newspapers with the
intent to speak out against
the anti-Catholic actions of
the government. As a result,
he was often thrown into
prison, where even then he
would speak to prisoners
about the true Catholic faith
and pray the Rosary with
them. Anacleto was arrested
once more, this time on false
allegations of murder.
Because he refused to reveal
the whereabouts of the
bishop, he was stripped,
hung up by his fingers and
whipped. They slashed the
bottom of his feet, pierced his
entire body with daggers and
finally executed him with
fourteen bullets. Anacleto left
behind a wife and two
children.

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia.
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to

Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com

Articles longer than one page may be edited.




