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National Minister’s Message

Peace and all goodness.

The year is passing ever so quickly and it will soon be time for the National
Elective Chapter. Article 67.2a states “... the National Minister has the duty
to convoke every three years the Elective Chapter of the National
Fraternity, according to the National Statutes, after having listened to the
council on the formalities of the convocation.”

Our National Statutes 2.2.1 state The National Elective Chapter is
composed of:
a) the outgoing National Council;
b) each Regional Minister;
c) delegates from each Regional Fraternity equal to the
number of Local Fraternities in the Regional Fraternity.
These delegates are to be elected by the Local Fraternities.
In the event of a Local Fraternity being unable to provide a
delegate, the election shall be made by the Regional Council
in accordance with the Regional Statutes.
d) Regional Assistants equal to the number of Regional
Fraternities.
e) National representative of YouFra (if it exists)
who votes if he/she is professed.

We are reminded by Rule 21: “On various levels, each fraternity is animated
and guided by a council and minister (or president) who are elected by the
professed according to the constitutions. Their service, which lasts for a
definite period, is marked by a ready and willing spirit and is a duty of
responsibility to each member and to the community. Within themselves
the fraternities are structured in different ways according to the norm of
the constitutions, according to the various needs of their members and
their regions and under the guidance of their respective council.”

At the Chapter we will invoke the Holy Spirit to help us to make wise
choices in the brothers and sisters we choose to lead us into the future. We
also will pray that your humble servant, the Blessed Virgin Mary will pray
for the delegates.

At the Chapter we will invoke the Holy Spirit to help us to make wise
choices in the brothers and sisters we choose to lead us into the future. We
also will pray that your humble servant, the Blessed Virgin Mary will pray
for the delegates.
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...National Minister’s Message continued

I have distributed to all the Region Ministers a prayer to prepare us for the Chapter. I trust you have
received a copy and I encourage you pray it regularly.

In the prayer we are praying for those participating in this Chapter that they may seek the living and
active person of Jesus Christ in their brothers and sisters. We pray that they may rejoice in the gift and
treasure of our Secular Franciscan Vocation so they may celebrate this Chapter in harmony and peace.

We also pray that those who are chosen will properly serve our fraternity through their leadership to
animate and guide us in humility, making prudent decisions so that the Gospel of Jesus in the spirit of St
Francis my come alive in our National Fraternity.

Fraternally in St Francis
Lola Kelly OFS
National Minister

Prayer in Preparation
for National Elective Chapter 2019

God our Father,
we thank you for your presencein our lives,
as we prepare for our National Elective Chapter
we invoke the Holy Spirit
to purify, enlighten and inflame our hearts
with thefire of Divine Love.

Lord God,
we pray for those participating,
in this Chapter
that they may seek
the living and active person of Jesus Christ
in their brothers and Sisters,
and rejoicein the gift and treasure
of our Secular Franciscan Vocation,
so that together
they may celebrate this Chapter
in harmony and peace.

Most High God,
we ask the Blessed Virgin Mary,

your humble servant,

to pray that the delegates
will welcomein faith

the Holy Spirit’s wisdom

to discern the best decisions
for the future of the Secular Franciscan Order
in Australia

All Powerful God,
we ask you to give to those nominated
for a position on the National Council
the grace of service
assisting them to learn and understand
the role they are invited to take on
as aministry to the National Fraternity.
Amen.
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NOTICES

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage

As a national priority to

support life, family and

marriage, the National Council

would like to encourage all

members and fraternities to

read through the documents published by
the CIOFS Family Commission. The family
has been under attack for many years, and
as Secular Franciscans we have been called
to stand firm in the teachings of the Church
in all areas, including the sacred value of
family, marriage and of human life from
conception to natural death.

http://www.ciof s.org/portal/en/family-commission

FRANCISCAN STUDY COURSE

A detailed Franciscan study course has been
uploaded to our website. This has been kindly
provided to us by Franciscan International Training
Facility. This course is not intended for OFS
members in formation, but rather as a persona study
course for anyone wishing to advance their
Franciscan knowledge on an academic level. The

complete series can be found at:
http://www.of saustralia.org.au/resources/franci scan-study-course

Supporting the OFS Family

If you wish to contribute to our Secular
Franciscan Family this year please send
your donations via electronic online
banking ONLY. Please do nottry to deposit
through a branch as these payments
cannot be made to our account.

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.
BSB: 062 784
Account No: 25975200

Trilogy

The new “Trilogy” contains the
“The Rule and Commentary”,
“The General Constitutions” and
“The Ritual” (Different from the
previous publication.)

Please contact Maria ladanza to
order your copy:

marial @internode.on.net
Payments should to be made to
the National Treasurer, Emil
Perosh: epero.of s@gmail.com

National Necrology

Please remember to send in articles for the National
Necrology to Moya Roadley

moyaroadley @hotmail.com Let us always
remember our members who have gone before us.

CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER

NSW/ACT: Emil Perosh ofs nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci ofs sa@ofsaustralia.org.au

Queensland: Larry Cox ofs gld@ofsaustralia.org.au

Western Australias Angela McGuire ofs wa@ofsaustralia.org.au

VictoriaMoya Roadley ofs vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

>

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com /ofsaustralia




Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister

The National Visitation to the Queensland region occurred on May 31 and
June 1, with discussions at both the Regional level and at the two Fraternities
of Holy Spirit and Guardian Angels. Both days were positive and fruitful, with
pleasant dinners in the evenings.

Queensland Regional Elections were held on June 2, with all positions filled by
nominations. Dominica has retired due to work, studies and an addition to her family.
Adrian also retired due to his work and study load. We wish them well. Joan Hanley was
elected into the Vice Minister position, Michael McGarry into the Formator and
Promotions positions, Carmel Haley will continue as Treasurer, Jim Kearney as Secretary,
and lastly Larry Cox as Regional Minister. Elizabeth Arthy was again elected as the
delegate for the National Non Elective Chapters.

A Reflection Day was held on19th May at the Marian Valley Retreat Centre, with time for
reflection, Stations of the Cross, and Mass. The day was enjoyed by all.

The Holy Spirit Fraternity Elections will occur early August. Plans are also under way for
our annual Retreat early November.

Peace be with you.

New South Wales/ACT: Emil Perosh OFS, Regional Minister

The NSW/ACT region was delighted to celebrate Solemn Mass with

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, in St Marys Cathedral on 28t April, in

honour of the 40-year celebration of our Rule. It was especially pleasing to
hear the thoughtful words the Archbishop spoke about the OFS during his homily.
Following the Mass members continued their celebration with lunch nearby in
Woolloomooloo. It was a joyful celebration for all who attended.

Our Regional Retreat is set for July 26-28. This year’s Retreat Master, Fr Bernie Thomas
OFM, will speak on the theme of “Living the Rule of Our Vowed Life” - a reflection on our
Rule and a life of commitment. Registration forms can be found by following the link and
need to be returned by 15t July. http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/announcements/nsw-
regional-retreat

The Region is pleased to have had six new professions in the last month. Congratulations
to the newly professed members in both Canberra and Kellyville. We are also excited to
have received much interest from a group of ten people in Albury who have requested to
start a new fraternity. The Region has approved their request and has given them the
status of a new group in formation. We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide them
and lead them on the road to establishing a fraternity.



VICTORIA: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister

We have continued to have a good response to the brochures which have

been placed in the church of St Francis in Melbourne. We have seen several

new enquiries for both St Paschal's and Hawthorne fraternities as a result of
these brochures.

We are also pleased to have welcomed back two isolated members to Springvale and St
Paschal’s, who themselves have brought along family members and friends to our meetings.

Sadly, we lost our dear friend, Anne Flood on Holy Saturday night. Anne was Regional
Minister as well as fraternity minister. She was always mothering us, and seeing that we
were all looked after. She often visited sick members and friars in hospital.

Our annual retreat was well attended just before Easter. Our Retreat Master, Fr Joe McKay
OFM, had us all busy with "homework " each night to prepare for the next day. The theme
was "How to bring holiness into everyday life”.

On 6th June the relic of St Anthony came to Springvale’s new church. Many members came
to the Mass and the giving of St Anthony's bread, while other members came to pray during
the day.

We are currently preparing for the Visitation from National Council on 5 and 6 July. We plan
to hold our next regional meeting and visitation in Bendigo.

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister

The South Australia Regional Retreat was held from 3rd-5th May 2019 at the

Monastery Glen Osmond, Adelaide. Our Retreat Master was Fr Joe McKay

OFM who spoke on the theme of “Pray like Francis: Becoming Prayer”. Fr

Miroslav Kulich OFM Cap, also assisted at the retreat and spoke to the Italian
speaking members. The whole retreat was well received by all with many encouraging
comments made. All who attended contributed well with discussions and sharing. Thanks
to Fr. Joseph for accepting the invitation to come to South Australia and giving us a
wonderful Retreat. Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap; Regional Spiritual Assistant, also attended
the weekend. The Retreat was well Attended with 39 members on the Saturday, and 29
Sunday. 8 members stayed in for the weekend.

A Secular Franciscan Information Promotion Day was held Saturday 224 June, from 2-
4pm at the Cathedral Hall, Adelaide. Three OFS Members, Connie Moss OFS, Jenny Chitti
OFS, and Andrea Burvill OFS, gave testimonies of their Franciscan Vocation. These
Testimonies were well thought of and beautifully presented. Each spoke with emotion
while showing their passion for living the Franciscan vocation in their everyday lives. Br
Stephen Tran OFM Cap, was also invited to speak on vocation and Franciscan Spirituality
in the world today.



Peggy McNeil OFS and Maria ladanza OFS prepared a 40minute power point
presentation, “To be a Secular Franciscan”. It was well received. In all we had 12
inquirers, as well as 22 OFS members who attend this very important Promotion Day for
the Region of South Australia.

Thanks to all who participated in this important day so as to evangelize new members to
the OFS vocation. God bless you. Pace e Bene.

Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister

We gathered for our celebration of 40 years of The Rule on Saturday 11t May at

“Peace Be Still”, in the beautiful hills of Perth, surrounded by God’s glorious

creation of rolling hills and bushland, thanks to Wendy Gellard OFS who

manages this Retreat Centre. Anne-Marie Langdon gave the ten attendees a
presentation on the history leading up to the new Rule and how the many distinct changes
ushered in new structures for the Secular Franciscan Order. This was followed by open
discussion and sharing of our own Franciscan Vocation meanwhile in the most
comfortable chairs around an open fire. After a home cooked lunch provided by Wendy,
Anne-Marie presented “The Apostolic Journey of His Holiness Pope Francis to the United
Arab Emirates”, 3-5 February 2019 in celebration of 800 years since St Francis visited the
Egyptian Sultan al-Malikal-Kamil. A most inspiring and hope filled document.

On 21st May Fr Richard Robertsen, a resident in the Little Sisters of the Poor Nursing
Home, was admitted into The Immaculate Conception Fraternity. We are continuing to
search for Canonical Establishment Certificates for the nine fraternities that have been
established in WA since 1930. We have organised our Non-Elective Chapter for 29t June.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019

26-28 July - NSW Regiona Retreat

11 August - St Clare’ sfeast day

7-9 August - Franciscans Schools Australia Conference, Gold Coast
13-15 September - National Elective-Chapter, Baulkham Hills, Sydney
29 September - NSW Regional Franciscan Family Day

3-4 October - Transitus and feast of St Francis

8-9 November - National Council Meeting, Adelaide

8-10 December - Australian Catholic Y outh Festival, Perth



The group attending the 40-years celebration
of the Rule, at ‘ Peace Be Still’, Perth.

Fr Marcellinus Meilak ofm blessing Fr Richard
Robertson’s Tau cross after his Admission into The
Immaculate Conception Fraternity Perth

Congratulations to the Kellyville fraternity on
the profession of four new members on June 1

Congratul ations to Genevieve Colbert and Michelle
McGaurr (2" and 3 in front row) who were professed
into the Holy Spirit fraternity Canberraon May 17.



Members of the NSW/ACT region together with Archbishop Anthony
Fisher OP at the conclusion of Mass celebrating the 40" year anniversary

Members of the NSW/ACT region enjoying afraternal lunch
following Mass at St Mary’s cathedral.

Members of the South Australia region during their annual retreat
held at the Monasterv Gen Osmond. Adelaide. in Mav.
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The National Visitation to the Regional Councl of
Queensland in June.

Members of the Queensland region
enjoying their Fraternity Day at Marian
valley on May 19t

The newly elected Regional Council of St Bonaventure region,
Queensland

Prayers for the Plenary Council

Let us continue to pray for the success of the Plenary Council.

We pray for the Catholic Church in Australia, that under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, it may be an
instrument of God’s peace throughout the nation and an example for the whole world.

We pray for the leadership of the Church in Australia, that (through the intercession of Our Lady, Help
of Christians) the bishops, clergy and religious will continually sow Christ’s love where ever there is
hatred, animosity and disdain for law of God’s love and compassion.

The full list of prayers can be found on our website:
http://www.of saustralia.org.au/resources/secul ar-franci scan-prayer s-for-the-plenary-council
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Ennio Ferraretto 1929 - 2018

Ennio Ferraretto was born in Cologna Veneta, Italy on 13 April 1929. Ennio grew up in a
shared farming community with 35 other members of his extended family, where duty,
prayer and devotion were central to his life. At the age of 11, Ennio was singled out as
showing promise as a candidate for the priesthood. In December 1950, having
completed his secondary education, he went to study theology in Chicago, and was
ordained to the priesthood in 1954. Almost from the time he was ordained, Ennio was
uncertain about his vocation.

In 1956 Ennio migrated to Australia and settled in Cairns where he worked with the
[talian community. After a year he was sent to Tasmania for a period of 12 and then to
Sydney for a period of four years to work with and assist the Italian community.

In 1961Ennio’s misgivings about his calling to the priesthood increased. He sought
counsel from his superiors but his misgivings persisted. Ennio returned to Australia in
1962. He was sent back to Tasmania in 1966 and, after much prayer, consultation and
discernment, Ennio applied for laicisation.

In January 1968 Ennio moved to Hamilton, Victoria where he took up a teaching
position at Monivae College. In December 1968 he married his wife Lina in Melbourne
in a simple, somewhat stark ceremony, without family present and with unknown
witnesses. Ennio and Lina’s marriage was blessed with four children and twelve
grandchildren. Ennio’s family was always at the centre of his life. After leaving Hamilton
in 1975, Ennio took up a teaching post at Adelaide High School. While in Adelaide, he
and his family joined the community at St Francis of Assisi parish at Newton. In 1976
Ennio accepted a teaching position at St Ignatius College at Athelstone where he taught
for 13 years.

Ennio continued his work with the Italian community throughout Adelaide. In 1983
Ennio’s efforts were recognised and he was awarded the Order of Australia Medal. At
the age of 59 Ennio embarked on a new career as director of Blackwell Funerals, a
position he held for close to 20 years.

In the early 2000s Ennio joined the Italian Charismatic Group and found it a source of
great joy. In August 2004 he was admitted to the Newton branch of the Secular
Franciscan Order (SFO). He was professed as a lay Franciscan in April 2007. Ennio
considered the Franciscan way of life to be both a source great joy and immense peace.
In 2008 Ennio was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. Despite his physical limitations,
he continued his voluntary work with the Italian community until his ill health
prevented him from continuing.

After a period of ill health, Ennio answered the call to his eternal home on 11 November
2018.

May he rest in peace - a good and faithful servant.
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Serve others freely, as God freely loves you

Vocation to serve, not to make use of others

Taking his cue from the day’s Gospel (Mt 10:7-13) in which Jesus commissions the disciples to go
out on mission, Pope Francis said Christians cannot remain stationary, since our way of life impels
us to “hit the road, always”.

He said Jesus has already given us our mission: “As you go, make this proclamation: "The kingdom
of heaven is at hand.' Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons.”

“Christian life is for service. It saddens us to find Christians who at the beginning of their conversion,
or awareness of being Christian, serve and are open to serve the people of God, but who later end up
making use of the people of God. Our vocation is to ‘serve’, not to ‘make use of’.”

Expand our hearts

Christian life, said Pope Francis, is lived gratuitously. “Without cost you have received; without
cost you are to give,” he said, was how Jesus described the core of salvation. He said salvation
cannot be bought, because God “saves us free of charge” and “requires no payment”.

“Realize that the Lord is full of gifts for us. He asks just one thing: that our hearts be open. When we
say ‘Our Father’ and we pray, we open our heart, allowing this gratuitousness to enter. Often when
we need some spiritual grace, we say: ‘Well, now I will fast, do penance, pray a novena...” Fine, but be
careful: this is not done to ‘pay’ or ‘buy’ grace. We do it to open our hearts so that grace might enter.

All God’s gifts are given without cost. And he warned that sometimes “the heart folds in on itself
and remains closed”, and it is no longer able to receive “such freely given love”.

Freely give
Pope Francis then invited Christians, and especially pastors and bishops, to give freely and not try
to sell God’s graces.

“It pains the heart,” he said, when we see pastors “that make money off of God’s grace: ‘I can help
you, but it will cost this much...””

“In our spiritual life we always run the risk of slipping up on the question of payment, even when
speaking with the Lord, as if we needed to bribe the Lord. No! That is not the correct path... | make a
promise, in order to expand my heart to receive what is already there, waiting for us free of charge.
This relationship of gratuitousness with God is what will help us to have the same rapport with
others, whether it be in Christian witness, Christian service, or the pastoral work of those who guide
the people of God. Preach and serve, but do not make use of others. Serve and give freely that which
you have received freely.
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St Angela of Foligno
1248-1309

Although perhaps one of the
greatest Secular Franciscan
saints, Angela showed little
signs of holiness in her
youth. Having been brought
up in a wealthy family,
Angela lived a life of wild
pleasure, scandal and sin.
Even after having married in
her early twenties, she
continued in her reckless
lifestyle to the extent of
disregarding her duties to her
own children, and being
unfaithful to her husband.
Several events, such as a
violent earthquake, a
hurricane and the endless
war against neighbouring
Perugia affected Angela,
which slowly led to her
radical conversion. After
seeing the spirit of St Francis
in a vision Angela made a
confession where she wept
bitterly for her sins. Within a
period of a few months she
suffered the deaths of her
mother, husband and all of
her children. Angela then
joined the Third Order of St
Francis where she devoted
her life to serving the sick
and poor. Angela was a
mystic and visionary, she
wrote a book where she
expressed her mystical
spirituality as well as her
journey of conversion.

Ludovico Necchi
1876-1930

Vico, as he was known, was
born in Milan, Italy, at a time
when the country was
dominated by Masonry,
atheism and anticlerical
propaganda. Despite all of
this Vico was all the more
strengthened in his Catholic
faith and was not afraid to
voice his convictions and
defend the Church. Vico
worked as a professor of
biology at the University of
Milan where the anti-Catholic
movement had also spread.
There he found many
opponents, however through
his attractive, joyful character
he spread his influence over
all whom he met and won for
Christ the conversion of
many, including some of his
harshest critics. Vico joined
the Third Order Franciscans.
He attended Mass each
morning before work, and
often while away he would
wake at four in the morning
to walk to the closest town to
receive daily Communion.
Vico married at the age of 29,
and after their wedding he
and his wife travelled to
Lourdes in France to offer
their marriage to Mary. Vico
Necchi is remembered as
one of the great Secular
Franciscan leaders of
Catholic Action in the
twentieth century.

Bl Elizabeth Amodei
14751498

Throughout her short twenty-
four years of life, Elizabeth
lived a life of extraordinary
holiness. Born in the Sicilian
town of Amelia, she began to
show signs of remarkable
spiritual maturity in her
earliest years. Before her
First Holy Communion
Elizabeth had promised to
unite herself to God through
a vow of chastity. She had
also joined the Third Order
Franciscans where she
faithfully observed the rule of
the order and lived out her
Franciscan charism. Her
pleasant character won her
many friends, however
Elizabeth preferred to spend
time alone in solitude and
prayer while other girls
enjoyed their games and
amusements. Her example
left such an impression on
others that many of them
were inspired to follow in her
holiness. Elizabeth was
never idle, rather she spent
much of her time fulfilling her
work duties, or praying.
Despite her devout life she
was careful to avoid making
a show of her piety. Although
the people mourned her
early death, she was
instantly regarded as a saint
by all who knew her.

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia.
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to

Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com

Articles longer than one page may be edited.




