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National Minister’s Message 
 
Pax et Bonum 
 
As you are aware from my previous message, we held our National 
Elective Chapter last September. The Council will journey together 
over the next 3 years and will focus on the priorities determined at 
the Chapter and the implementation of the recommendations of the 
2018 Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation. 
 
The priorities include: 

• Formation 
• Promotion 
• Leadership 
• Establishing of the Mission of the OFS in Australia 
• Produce a National Council Calendar of Events.  

We have established a Formation Commission and Finance 
Commission and plan to establish a Promotion Commission. More 
information on this will be forthcoming as we enter the New Year.   
 
 In late November the initial meeting of the Formation Commission took place in Adelaide. The 
Regional Formators or Regional Delegates were commissioned to trial some strategies to support 
and encourage our local formators in the challenges they face in carrying out local formation 
programs.   
 
We are now celebrating Advent, which is a time of preparation for the birth of Jesus. Recently Pope 
Francis visited Grecio, and in the apostolic letter, ”Admirabile Signum” (Wonderful sign) he reflects 
on the origins of the first Christmas creche in 1223. He highlights Francis’ desire “to bring to life 
the memory of that babe born in Bethlehem, to see as much as possible with my own bodily eyes 
the discomfort of his infant needs, how he lay in a manger, and how, with an ox and an ass standing 
by, he was laid upon a bed of hay.” (1 Celano) 
 
He stated that “...with the simplicity of that sign, Saint Francis carried out a great work of 
evangelization. His teaching touched the hearts of Christians and continues today to offer a simple 
yet authentic means of portraying the beauty of our faith.” 
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…National Minister’s Message continued 

 
Pope Francis reminds us that “in a particular way, from the time of its Franciscan origins, the 
nativity scene has invited us to feel and touch the poverty that God’s Son took upon himself 
in the Incarnation. Implicitly, it summons us to follow him along the path of humility, poverty 
and self- denial that leads from the manger of Bethlehem to the cross. It asks us to meet him 
and serve him by showing mercy to those of our brothers and sisters in greatest need. (cf. 
Mt 25:31-46). 
 
 “The presence of the poor and lowly in the nativity scene Pope Francis says reminds us that 
God became man for the sake of those who feel most in need of his love and who ask him 
to draw near to them. Jesus “gentle and humble in heart” (Mt 11:29) was born in poverty and 
led a simple life to teach us to recognise what is essential.  We should not be fooled by wealth 
and fleeting promises of happiness.” 
 
Rather through God’s Incarnation in the stable, God initiates the revolution of love and 
tenderness. In his humility, Jesus proclaims the need for us to share with the poor as a way 
to a more caring and fraternal world. 
 
We are also reminded of Mary’s obedience in carrying out God’s will. We too need to place 
our trust in God (Christ) and step out in faith. 
 
As Secular Franciscans we are called like Saint Francis to open our hearts to the knowledge 
and belief that God is always with us and we are with him, thanks to the Incarnation of the of 
the Lord, the son of Mary.  In doing so we find true happiness. 
So, as we reflect on the Christmas creche and on the babe Jesus born in Bethlehem may 
we, like Saint Francis be filled with wonder and awe and be forever thankful to our loving 
God. 
 
I take this opportunity to extend to you and your loved ones a blessed and joy filled Christmas. 
May the Infant Jesus come alive in your hearts. 
 
Lola Kelly OFS       
National Minister 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox OFS qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley OFS vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.	Please	do	not	try	to	deposit	
through	 a	 branch	 as	 these	 payments	
cannot	be	made	to	our	account.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	062	784	
Account	No:	25975200	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Maria Iadanza 
mariai@internode.on.net Let us always remember 
our members who have gone before us. 
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
	
As	a	national	priority	to		
support	life,	family	and		
marriage,	the	National	Council		
would	like	to	encourage	all		
members	and	fraternities	to		
read	 through	 the	 documents	 published	 by	
the	 CIOFS	 Family	 Commission.	 The	 family	
has	been	under	attack	for	many	years,	and	
as	Secular	Franciscans	we	have	been	called	
to	stand	firm	in	the	teachings	of	the	Church	
in	 all	 areas,	 including	 the	 sacred	 value	 of	
family,	 marriage	 and	 of	 human	 life	 from	
conception	to	natural	death.	
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/family-commission	
	
	
	
	

 NOTICES 

FRANCISCAN STUDY COURSE 
 

A detailed Franciscan study course has been 
uploaded to our website. This has been kindly 
provided to us by Franciscan International Training 
Facility. This course is not intended for OFS 
members in formation, but rather as a personal study 
course for anyone wishing to advance their 
Franciscan knowledge on an academic level. The 
complete series can be found at:  
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/resources/franciscan-study-course  

                             Trilogy 
 

The new “Trilogy” contains the 
“The Rule and Commentary”, 
“The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” (Different from the 
previous publication.)  
Please contact Maria Iadanza to 
order your copy: 
mariai@internode.on.net 
Payments should to be made to the 
National Treasurer, Larry Cox 
richardlarry.cox@gmail.com 
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
The month of October was especially busy regarding promotion activities 
following a one-on-one meeting with Archbishop Coleridge. This led to an 
interview with the Archdiocesan Communications manager and journalist 
regarding a Catholic Leader Newspaper article about the 
Secular Franciscan Order, and the upcoming 800th year celebration.  We are 

now hoping to continue with a few articles between now and going into 2021. 
 
The Regional Retreat, with Fr Fernanto OFM Cap, was held at Marian Valley, 
Canungra, on the 2-3 November. It was well attended, with Croatian, Guardian Angel 
and Holy Spirit Fraternity members. It was an excellent retreat venue site experiencing 
various other spiritual family memorial sites. 
 
The final meeting of the Holy Spirit Fraternity on November 17th, included a Christmas 
celebration for our members.  
	
	
New South Wales & ACT: Tony Bozicevic OFS, Regional Minister 
It was truly a joyful yet humbling experience to be elected the new Regional Minister 

at our Elective-Chapter on 2nd November. I am most grateful to Leellen, 
Helen, Susana, Rove and Peter for also accepting positions on the 
council. The new council met for the first time on 23rd November in 
Sydney and worked their way through a very ambitious agenda which 

will continue to guide the council for the next three years.  
 
The region is looking forward to a series of events throughout 2020, starting with a 
Reflection Day in Lake Macquarie for the northern fraternities. We look forward to 
seeing our members at our events throughout the year.  
 
Congratulations to the Holy Spirit Fraternity in Waverley which recently celebrated fifty 
years of establishment. Throughout the decades their members have contributed 
significantly to the life of the Church in Waverley and throughout the wider community, 
and have been an example and inspiration of the gospel life to many.    
 
 
VICTORIA: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 

Members of the Springvale fraternity attended the Vietnamese 
professions. The provincial of the OFM Conventuals was present and 
spoke well of the Secular Franciscan Order. 
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There was a big attendance at the Tranisitus of St Francis, which was also used as a 
promotion night. The celebration at St Paschal’s was especially significant as this was 
to be the final celebration with the friars before they leave the parish.  
 
Currently there are two people in formation who will be received in February. The 
Bendigo fraternity is struggling as there are currently only four members attending 
meetings. We hope to do a promotion day there next year. Judi is still very sick and 
needs our prayers, as does the whole fraternity. 
 
Congratulations to Noelle O’Brien from St Anthony’s fraternity, Hawthorn, who recently 
celebrated fifty years of profession. Lucy De Summa, Minister of St Anthony’s fraternity 
presented Noelle with a certificate in her nursing home where she currently resides. 
The fraternity is now looking forward to a profession in March next year.  
 
There have also been several enquirers via the internet who hope to attend fraternity 
meetings in the new year. 
 
 
 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 

The Newton fraternity celebrated the Feast of St Elizabeth of Hungary, 
patron saint of the OFS, on the 16th November. The day began with Mass 
at 8.00am. Afterwards parishioners, as well as OFS members moved to the 
parish hall for refreshments, a cup of tea, as well Hungarian sweets. It was 
well attended with 40 people present. 

 
Fr Eldridge D'Souza OFM Cap, celebrated the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
Patron of the Regional Fraternity of South Australia, as Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap, 
our Regional Spiritual Assistant was in Perth for the Youth Festival. Refreshments 
followed after Mass with 60 people attending. 
 
The closing of the OFS year was held on the 15th December with a shared lunch 
provided by the members. During the lunch a raffle was drawn with the funds going 
towards covering the expenses of the youth who attended the Youth Festival in Perth. 
May the Lord bless the fruits of the Youth Festival. 
 
 
 
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister 

Excitement has been in the air over here following the very successful 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival. Michael and I were delighted to 
accommodate Tony Bozicevic OFS from Canberra who organised our 
OFS stall, assisted by Anne-Marie Langdon OFS and Noel D’Souza OFS.  
 

Our Transitus of St Francis was well attended and held at Our Lady Queen of Poland 
Church Maylands, with Mass celebrated by Fr Tomasz Bujakowski OFM, and 
concelebrated by Fr Stan Tomasiak OFM, and Fr Marcellinus Meilak OFM.   
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A Day of Sharing was held in our home on 9th November with the Anglican 
Franciscans. Nineteen people attended with a programme of prayers, readings and 
reflection as well as discussion from the Holy See document on “Human Fraternity 
For World Peace and Living Together”.  
 
Our Annual Regional Retreat was held at the end of November on “Holiness Today”, 
lead by Fr Joe McKay OFM.  Twenty-five people attended this live-in/live-out Retreat. 
Any dormant spiritual complacency we may have had is now alive and begging for 
attention. Thank you Fr Joe for your dynamic talks which will inspire us into the future, 
and for your assurances of the possibilities of us becoming holy and even saints.  
 
The Lord’s Blessings for Christmas and 2020 from the OFS in WA. 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The newly elected council of St John’s Park Fraternity 

The newly elected Regional Council NSW & ACT 

Congratulations to Paola Cameriere (centre) 
who was professed into the Liechhardt 
fraternity on 20th October 

Congratulations to Noelle O’Brien 
(right) from St Anthony’s fraternity, 
Hawthorn who recently celebrated 50 
years of profession. 
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	 CIOFS	 National	 Queensland	 NSW/ACT	 Victoria	 South	

Australia	
Western	
Australia	

January	     TBA   

February	   8 Council 
meeting 

22 Council  
Meeting 

  1 Council 
meeting 

March	  14-15 
Council 
meeting 

 14 Day of 
Reflection 
(Lake 
Macquarie) 

   

April	    2 Council  
Meeting 

   

May	 20-27 
6th Asia-
Oceania 
Conference. 
Vitenam 
 
 

8-9 
Council  
Meeting 
 
23 Youth 
retreat 
(NSW) 
 
30 Youth 
retreat 
(QLD) 

   1-3 
Regional 
Retreat 

 

June	  13 Youth 
retreat 
(WA) 

6 Council  
Meeting 

    

July	    24-26 
Regional 
retreat 
(Varroville) 

   

August	  7-8 
Council  
meeting 

10-11 St 
Clare 
 
25 St Louis 

1 Council  
Meeting 

 10 
Transitus 
of St Clare 

 

September	    19 
Regional 
Promotion 
Day 
 
27 Family 
Day 
(Kellyville) 

   

October	   3 Transitus 
 
3 Council  
Meeting 
 
4 St Francis 

24 Council  
Meeting 

 3 
Transitus 
of St 
Francis 

 

November	 14-22 
XVI 
Ordinary & 
VII Elective-
Chapter 
 

13-14 
Council 
meeting 

8 Reflection 
Day 
(Whynnum) 
 
17 St 
Elizabeth 

21 
Promotion 
and 
Formation 
Workshop 

  27-29 
Regional 
Retreat 

December	        

NATIONAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020 
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Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2019 

	
	
	
The National Council was once again pleased to host a stall at the 2019 Australian 
Catholic Youth Festival held in Perth from 9-11 December. The stall was managed by 
our National Promotions Officer, Tony Bozicevic, and assisted by members of the 
Western Australian region, Ann-Marie Langdon and Noel D’Souza. The members 
were also grateful to have had Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap, Regional Spiritual Assistant 
of South Australia, help out at the stall.  
 
Approximately 1000 young people passed by the stall during the three-day event and 
collected the promotional material available. It was especially pleasing to have had 
309 young people subscribe to the National Council’s newsletter for the youth ‘The 
Young Franciscan.’ 
 
A major keynote address of the festival came from the Archbishop of Perth, Tim 
Costelloe, who in the first address to the participants spoke in length about St Francis’ 
calling from the San Damiano Cross to “rebuild the Church”. That same evening an 
image of the cross dominated the Plenary session which was attended by 6000 
people. The OFS stall, which had incidentally printed 800 copies of the San Damiano 
Cross on a holy card found itself in high demand handing out the cards to hundreds of 
participants coming by the stall wishing to have a copy. By the third day the cards had 
been depleted, while participants all over the festival were seen wearing the image 
inside their lanyards.  
 
The Youth Festival was a great success and we pray for that there will be much fruit 
from these three days of celebrating the Catholic faith.  
 
 
 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  



 9 

 
Relics of Secular Franciscan Saints  

to tour Australia in 2020 
 

 
The relics of Sts Louis and Zelie Martin, 
together with the relics of their daughter 
St Theresa of Lisieux, will tour Australia 
in 2020.  
 
As Secular Franciscans Sts Louis and 
Zelie Martin attended daily Mass, invited 
the poor to dine in their house and visited 
the sick and elderly. As devout Christian parents they instilled the Catholic faith onto 
their five daughters who later in life all became nuns.  
 
Sts Louis and Zelie Martin were canonised in 2015 and were the first married couple 
to be canonised together.  
 
From February to May 2020, the relics will travel to New South Wales and ACT, 
Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia. This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for Secular Franciscan fraternities in those regions to unite and join in 
prayer before the relics of our saints.  

The full schedule can be downloaded from: 
https://catholicmission.org.au/resources/20190808-Itinerary-BL-version6.docx 

  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Creation 
Today, St Francis seems to be most 
associated with the environment, creation 
and animals. St Francis wasn’t simply a 
tree-hugging-animal-loving man. Francis 
saw all of creation as an outpouring of 
God’s love – as a gratuitous gift from God. 
He recognised everything in creation as 
having been created by God, therefore 
everything in some way contains the 
imprint of God and is holy. All of creation 
filled Francis with joy to give praise to God.  

Franciscans today are also called to 
embrace creation as a great gift from God, 
and to recognise that the whole world has 
been created by holiness, and for holiness. 
Therefore, it is our responsibility to care for 
the environment – our earthly home.   
 

Love for God - 
prayer 

Love for God - 
prayer 

“Repair my 
Church” 

One of the most significant moments in St 
Francis’ conversion was when he heard 
the voice of Jesus speaking to him from 
the San Damiano Cross saying, “Francis, 
go and repair my church, which as you 
see is falling into ruins.”  
 
The Church Jesus was speaking of was 
not the physical building, but the body of 
Christ – us the living Church. St Francis 
brought the people back to God by re-
teaching them how to live the gospel life.  
 
St Francis transformed the Church, not 
with power and money, but rather by 
simply living the gospel message of 
peace, love, joy, simplicity and humility. 
Franciscans today are at the forefront of 
repairing the Church of God by living the 
gospel-life as perfectly as they can, as 
poor, simple, humble and joyful followers 
of Jesus.  
 

Joy 
 
Jesus calls each one of us to be joyful. St 
Francis and the early Franciscans had a 
burst of joy that was infectious. This is one 
reason the Franciscan Order grew so 
quickly, because people saw that when 
you live the gospel-life perfectly you are  
filled with an incredible JOY! 
 

 

Secular Franciscan Order 
 

ONE DAY YOUTH RETREAT – 2020 
Enjoy a day of Franciscan spirituality 

For young people 18-30 
Inspiring talks • Activities • Mass & Adoration 

 

   PERTH: JUNE 13            SYDNEY: May 23            BRISBANE: May 30  
 
 
 
 
 

St Catherine’s House of                            Shrine of the Holy Innocents.                    St Francis Church 
Hospitality, Tuart Hill, Perth      Kellyville               West End  

Download a registration form at our website. 
Click here: bit.ly/ODYR2020 

Email us at: national@ofsaustralia.org.au 

 

Melbourne & Adelaide to be 
announced for later in 2020 
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	Pope visits place of first Nativity Scene, in Italian town of Greccio 

During his brief trip to Greccio on Sunday afternoon, Pope Francis paused to pray at the 
site where Saint Francis of Assisi created the first nativity scene. The small grotto 
resembles the tiny cave of Bethlehem where the Virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus. 
Frescoes from the 14th century adorn the cave’s walls, depicting Mary breastfeeding the 
Christ Child and Saint Francis kneeling in adoration. 
 
There the Pope signed his Apostolic Letter Admirabile signum, a reflection on the 
meaning of the nativity scene.  
 
Simplicity of silence and prayer 
Pope Francis then spoke to the faithful gathered in the Shrine of the Holy Valley. 
“How many thoughts crowd the mind in this holy place!” he exclaimed. But, he noted, the 
rocks where Saint Francis found inspiration for the first manger scene are an invitation to 
“rediscover simplicity.” “There is no need for many words here, because the scene 
before our eyes expresses the wisdom we need in order to grasp what is essential,” he 
said. The crib reminds us to find moments of silence and prayer in the midst of our hectic 
lives. “Silence, to contemplate the beauty of the face of the Child Jesus, the Son of God 
born in the poverty of a stable,” he said. “Prayer, to express our amazed "thank you" at 
this immense gift of love we have been given.” 
 
Enchanting image 
Pope Francis called the nativity scene a “simple and enchanting image” that manifests 
the great mystery of our faith: “God loves us to the point of sharing our humanity and our 
lives. He never leaves us alone.” Let us be like the shepherds of Bethlehem, said the 
Pope, and accept the invitation to “go to the cave, to see and recognize the sign that 
God has given us.” This, he said, will fill our hearts with joy and allow us to take that joy 
wherever there is sadness. 
 
Light up the night 
In conclusion, Pope Francis said we should look to the Child Jesus and identify 
ourselves with Mary who, with her husband Joseph, placed her Son in a manger 
because there was no room in a house. “May His smile that lights up the night, dispel 
indifference, and open hearts to the joy of those who feel loved by our Heavenly Father.” 
 
 
 Taken from www.vaticannews.va 
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

St Joan of Arc 
1412-1431 

At a young age Joan became 
a shepherdess. While 
tending her flock, she sought 
to live a life of close union 
with God. Joan had a great 
love for the sacraments 
which strengthened her love 
for the poor. At the age of 
twelve Joan experienced a 
vision and heard heavenly 
voices which she later 
identified as St Michael the 
Archangel, St Catherine and 
St Margaret. Joan claimed 
that the three saints told her 
that she had a mission to 
save France. With no military 
training Joan convinced the 
Crown Prince Charles to 
allow her to lead a French 
army to the besieged cities of 
Orléand and Troyes, where it 
achieved momentous victory 
over England. This enabled 
Charles to be crowned king 
in 1429.  
 
Joan was captured the 
following year and sold to the 
English, who, because their 
jealousy, gave her a mock 
trial and found her guilty of 
witchcraft and heresy. She 
was burned at the stake at 
the age of nineteen. A 
second church trial 25 years 
later found her innocent and 
posthumously acquitted her 
of all charges. 

 

Bl James Oldo 
 1364-1404 

 
Born into a distinguished 
family, James was brought 
up in the spirit of worldly 
pleasures. Even after 
marriage he and his 
pleasure-seeking wife knew 
no other purpose in life than 
to give themselves to 
needless amusements.  
 
One day, at the funeral of a 
friend, James realised the 
serious consequences of his 
careless lifestyle. He then 
made a general confession 
and joined the Franciscan 
Third Order. He began to 
make penance for the sins of 
his past.  
 
At first, his wife and his own 
mother were opposed to his 
new way of life and remained 
in the vanities of the world. 
But later the mother had a 
vision in which she saw 
herself appear before the 
judgment of God. She was so 
affected by this vision that 
she urged the wife to join her 
and follow in the example of 
James. Both women then 
also joined the Third Order. 
The three of them became a 
living example of holiness to 
the entire city. After the death 
of his wife James became a 
priest where he lived an even 
stricter life of penance. 

   
 

Bl Clare of Rimini 
1282-1346 

 
After the death of her mother 
at the age of seven, Clare 
was left with her father who 
neglected to raise his 
daughter as a responsible 
lady. As a young adult Clare 
witnessed the murder of her 
father and brother by the 
local police. She then turned 
to a life of meaningless 
pleasure and self-
indulgence. She married a 
man who also lived for 
worldly pleasures.  
 
Then one day, while 
attending Mass, Clare felt the 
inspiration to pray one Our 
Father and one Hail Mary 
with devotion. In doing so her 
soul was enlightened so as 
to reveal to her the 
emptiness of the life she had 
been living. Clare became 
alarmed at the thought that 
her lifestyle was not fit for her 
to one day enter into heaven. 
She then turned to God and 
resolved to change her life. 
She entered the Third Order 
of St Francis and lived a life 
of penance, denying herself 
of worldly comforts, while 
devoting herself to prayer, 
contemplation and works of 
charity. She was especially 
interested in helping young 
women keep away from 
sinful lifestyles.  

 
 

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia. 
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to 

Tony Bozicevic OFS: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  
Articles longer than one page may be edited.  

 


