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National Minister’s Message 
 

National Elective Chapter, 2019 
 
The National Elective Chapter was held from September 13th-15th, 
at St Joseph’s Retreat Centre, Baulkham Hills. The Chapter was 
delighted to welcome Augustine Yoon from CIOFS, and Fr David 
Blowey OFM Conv; to oversee the elections. The council wishes to 
thank them for their time and invaluable service during the Chapter.  
 
I am pleased to announce the newly elected council members: 
 
Minister, Lola Kelly (Adelaide) 
Vice-Minister, Maria Iadanza (Adelaide) 
Secretary, Mirjana Tomicic-Kovacevic (Sydney) 
Formator, Peggy McNeil (Adelaide) 
Treasurer, Larry Cox (Brisbane) 
Promotions, Tony Bozicevic (Canberra) 
International Councillor, Leellen Lewis (Sydney) 
International Councillor Substitute, Maria Iadanza (Adelaide) 
 
Throughout the Chapter delegates voted to accept a proposal for the 
establishment of a National OFS Missions Office in Australia. The 
Missions Office will now become the central apostolate of the OFS 
in Australia, with an aim to provide aid beyond what had previously 
been achieved through Project Adoption, both in Australia and 
overseas, particularly assisting our own Secular Franciscan brothers 
and sisters throughout the world. The National Council will now work 
to establish this office and search for worthy ministries that we can 
assist. It is our hope that our OFS members in Australia will give 
generously to the newly established Missions Office. 
 
The delegates at the Chapter also passed the following proposals: 
 

1. That this Elective Chapter of the OFS moves that newly 
elected Councils at all levels adopt the practice of enacting 
and reporting on any recommendations made the Fraternal 
and Pastoral Visitors until all have been implemented. 
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…National Minister’s Message continued 

2. That this Elective Chapter of the OFS moves that newly elected Councils at all levels 
adopt the practice of having a proper handover of documents including registers, 
minutes, financial records and official documents of the fraternity and that the 
handover is conducted in a meeting, either face-to-face, by telephone or other 
electronic means. 
 

Among the priorities for the new council, delegates voiced their desire for the council to 
prioritise promotions in each region. The National Council will now work towards holding 
promotion seminars in each region throughout 2020. 
 
I wish to thank all delegates who made a tremendous effort to attend the National Chapter. I 
pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to direct the new council so that we may better animate 
and guide our Secular Franciscan brothers and sisters throughout Australia.  
 
Fraternally, 
Lola Kelly OFS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fraternally, 
Lola Kelly OFS 
National Minister 
 

Above: Members of the newly elected National Council 
Below: Delegates to the National Elective-Chapter  
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Report of the National Minister for the 2019 Elective Chapter 
 
My dear brothers and sisters another year has passed, and we are together again. How great 
it is to be together as a fraternity and to have our International visitor, Augustine Yoon as 
Presider and Fr David Blowey OFM Conv as the Spiritual Witness here with us.  
As we journey together this weekend, we remember an elective chapter is celebrated to, I 
quote from the Guidelines for the Celebration of Fraternity Chapters:  
 

Ø “Reflect together on the situation of the Fraternity and decide what should be done 
for the life and mission of the Order, invoking the help of the Holy Spirit so that He 
may purify the hearts, enlighten the minds and make those present docile to His 
motions at such an important time for the life of the Fraternity.  

Ø Choose and vote for the responsible people to guide and animate the Fraternity. 
 

The Fraternity Chapter is not an ordinary meeting, like civil or secular meetings. The Chapter 
is also a feast. To celebrate is to “make present”. To make what present? In the first place 
the Capitular assembly makes Christ himself present. Jesus Christ who teaches, Jesus 
Christ who serves, Jesus Christ who prays. Jesus Christ is present “...where one or two 
people are gathered in my name...”. Furthermore, the Capitular assembly evokes the Church 
and renders it present. It constitutes the Church assembled in faith, hope and charity. 
 
The Chapter is to be always celebrated in an attitude of conversion, since there is a search 
for greater perfection in life according to the Rule, in fraternity. In the Chapter all personal 
interests and ambitions of power must be excluded. Everything must be done according to 
the example of Jesus Christ, in the spirit of service.” 
 
May we all, as we have just prayed, seek the living and active person of Jesus Christ in each 
other and rejoice in the gift and treasure of our Secular Franciscan Vocation, as together we 
celebrate the Chapter. May we allow the Holy Spirit to enlighten and guide us as we work 
together in a fraternal way.   
 
The Council continues to meet in Adelaide every three months. As you would appreciate, 
there is an incredible amount of work that is done in the interim. We work together and are 
always open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit to animate and guide the National Fraternity 
as best as we are able.   
 
National Fraternity has encouraged the implementation of the Priorities which were 
established at the last Chapter. These were Formation, Promotions, Justice Peace Integrity 
and Creation (JPIC), Franciscan Family, Fraternal and Pastoral Visitations, Participation in 
Local Church. 
 
I thank each member of the Council for their service to our Order. However, we must always 
remember that the Holy Spirit is the Minister General of our Order.  All the graces we are 
given to fulfill what is beneficial to the Order are gifts, and all glory, praise and thanks belongs 
to our loving God. 
 
Pastoral and Fraternal Visitations at all levels 
As you know, we had a Pastoral and Fraternal Visit last year from CIOFS. Since our last 
Chapter the National Council has also conducted Fraternal and Pastoral Visitations in each 
Region. 
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It was an opportunity for the Visitors and those visited to reflect on the evangelical spirit and 
its presence, as well as the members’ faithfulness to the charism of St Francis in observing 
the Rule and General Constitutions of the Secular Franciscan Order. My experience is that 
it is truly alive in the Regions.  
 
CIOFS Update 
In April 2017, Maria Iadanza ofs, as Substitute International Councillor, Br Louis Schmid OFM 
Conv, as National Spiritual Assistant and myself as National Minister attended the 5th 
Asia/Oceania Congress in Bali. The theme was “Conversion to be carried out every day.”  
We presented papers on JPIC (Presence in the World), Formation and Ageing. We were 
commended for having seen the importance of Promotions and for having included 
Promotion Officers in councils at all levels.  
 
 
National Statutes 
We received from the General Minister, Tibor Kauser OFS the Decree, which was given at 
Rome on November 25th, 2018 which stated that: “The Presidency of the International 
Council of the Secular Franciscan Order examined the “Statutes for OFS National Fraternity 
of Australia” presented for approval and found them in conformity with the legislation of the 
Secular Franciscan Order and requisites of the life of a Secular Franciscan. Thus through 
this Decree. . .  the Presidency approves and ratifies the Particular Statutes of the National 
Fraternity of Australia according to the text approved and proposed by its National Chapter.” 
The definitive text which is dated 15th September, 2018 will be kept in the archives of the 
National Fraternity of Australia….”“…….The Presidency hopes that this document is to be a 
help for the growth and maturation of the Secular Franciscan Order in our National Fraternity, 
and they strongly wish that the spirit of this legislation is more important than its letter.” 
 
We are now the National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order in Australia under the 
patronage of Lady Jacoba dei Settesoli and we have Promotion Officers on the Councils at 
all level. 
 
 
40th Anniversary of the 1978 Rule 
The National Council suggested the 40th anniversary of the OFS Rule be celebrated 
throughout all the regions. Many fraternities and regional councils celebrated a special Mass 
in honour of the Rule which was followed by a social gathering and some worked with their 
Bishop to celebrate the event together with the wider community. These celebrations helped 
create much awareness of the OFS in the Catholic community.   
 
National Directory 
The Directory has been compiled, updated and is available to all Regions. We remind you 
that if there are any changes due to a Regional or Local Elective Chapter or any change of 
details of a member our National Secretary is to be notified as soon as possible.  
 
National Members Database 
We have begun to compile a data base of active and non-active members. CIOFS has this 
as one of their Proposals. It was also recommended at the 2017 Asia Oceania Congress.  
 
Ongoing Communication 
We as a National Council are constantly working on keeping the lines of communication 
open, with contact through:  
 



 5 

	
	
	 	

• The councillor who is your liaison person 
• The Bulletin which is generally sent after our National Council meetings 
• National Newsletter 
• Website and 
• National Directory. 

 
National Apostolate 
I take this opportunity to thank Michael McGuire ofs, for all the work that he does in managing 
Project Adoption. Many people have been very generous in contributing to the apostolate. 
 
Plenary Council  
In our continual effort to “rebuild the Church”, the National Council submitted a response to 
the Plenary Council on behalf of the Secular Franciscan Order in Australia. We as Secular 
Franciscans believe that God asks us to live our faith openly in the world and to be witnesses 
of Jesus Christ in all of society by living the gospel life in the manner of St Francis. The 
National Council’s submission noted that the Catholic Church already has a great treasure 
which can help everyday Catholics live this lifestyle, namely the Third Order vocations and 
in particular the Secular Franciscan Order.  
 
Formation 
One of the recommendations of the Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation, was about the 
important role of Spiritual Assistants in initial and ongoing formation. The International 
Visitors also recommended that a Formation Commission be established in order to achieve 
consistency in the requirements regarding formation materials and practices. 
 
The role of the Formation Commission will be: 

- To clarify the role of formator in initial formation, in supporting the newly professed 
and in on-going formation 

- To establish essential elements of initial and on-going formation 
- To recommend required materials for initial and on-going formation 
- To clarify the critical role of spiritual assistants in initial and on-going formation 
- To develop guidelines for newly elected Council members 

 
Promotions Report  
To assist in promotions the Council launched a new website in 2016 as well as a Facebook 
page. On average the website has received approximately 6000 views each month  
 
The National Newsletter has continued to be a successful medium for promoting the Order. 
Currently there are 531 subscribers (438 subscribers in September 2018). In 2018 the council 
created the ‘Young Franciscan Newsletter’ in an attempt to reach out to the youth. The 
Franciscan Schools Australia have kindly agreed to help spread the newsletter through their 
mail out lists.   
 
In 2017 the National Council produced two new promotional brochures which have been 
distributed to the regions for promotional activity.  
 
Articles have appeared in publications such as ‘Contact Magazine’, ‘Australian Catholics 
Magazine’ as well as diocesan newspapers throughout Australia.  
 
In 2017 the National Council held a stall at the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Sydney.  
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	 	The National Promotions Officer has to date given promotion talks on 18 separate 
occasions, including Masses, seminaries, promotion days, and a radio interview. 
 
International Councillor’s Report 
The International Councillor’s role on the National Council over the last three years 
consisted of mainly keeping in touch with CIOFS and them keeping in touch with us.  
 
There is an Annual Report that is forwarded to CIOFS from the national council, to update 
the OFS in Australia, stating our membership, numbers in formation, number of 
Fraternities etc. The International Councillor, has been responsible for keeping us 
informed of information received from CIOFS.  
 
The International Councillor is also the liaison person in Australia for Franciscans 
International and Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC). 
 
 
I would like to thank my councillors for the service they have given to the Order over the 
last three years. We as a Council have seen it as a privilege to be able to animate and 
guide the National Fraternity 
 
Finally, I thank each one of you for your service to the brothers and sisters of our Order 
in Australia. You have been called to animate and guide them and in doing so you are 
helping them to know our loving Father better, so that they can make Him known to all. 
May you continue to encourage our members to live more vigorously the Gospel way of 
life. 
 
I leave you with these challenging words of St Francis: 

 
“Your will be done on earth as in heaven” 

That we may love You 
With our whole heart by always thinking of You 

with our whole mind by always directing 
all our intentions to You, 

and by seeking your glory in everything, 
with all our strength by exerting 

all our energies and affections of body and soul, 
in the service of Your love and of nothing else; 

with our whole strength, 
by rejoicing in the good of others as in our own, 

by suffering with others at their misfortunes, 
and by giving offence to no-one. 

 
 
Pax et Bonum 
Lola Kelly, ofs. 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW/ACT: Emil Perosh ofs  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci ofs  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox ofs qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire ofs wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley ofs vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

  

Supporting the OFS Family 
 
	
	
	
	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	ONLY.	Please	do	not	try	to	deposit	
through	 a	 branch	 as	 these	 payments	
cannot	be	made	to	our	account.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	062	784	
Account	No:	25975200	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Moya Roadley 
moyaroadley@hotmail.com Let us always 
remember our members who have gone before us. 
 

Supporting Life, Family & Marriage 
	
As	a	national	priority	to		
support	life,	family	and		
marriage,	the	National	Council		
would	like	to	encourage	all		
members	and	fraternities	to		
read	 through	 the	 documents	 published	 by	
the	 CIOFS	 Family	 Commission.	 The	 family	
has	been	under	attack	for	many	years,	and	
as	Secular	Franciscans	we	have	been	called	
to	stand	firm	in	the	teachings	of	the	Church	
in	 all	 areas,	 including	 the	 sacred	 value	 of	
family,	 marriage	 and	 of	 human	 life	 from	
conception	to	natural	death.	
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/family-commission	
	
	
	
	

 NOTICES 

FRANCISCAN STUDY COURSE 
 

A detailed Franciscan study course has been 
uploaded to our website. This has been kindly 
provided to us by Franciscan International Training 
Facility. This course is not intended for OFS 
members in formation, but rather as a personal study 
course for anyone wishing to advance their 
Franciscan knowledge on an academic level. The 
complete series can be found at:  
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/resources/franciscan-study-course  

                             Trilogy 
 

The new “Trilogy” contains the 
“The Rule and Commentary”, 
“The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” (Different from the 
previous publication.)  
Please contact Maria Iadanza to 
order your copy: 
mariai@internode.on.net 
Payments should to be made to the 
National Treasurer, Larry Cox 
richardlarry.cox@gmail.com 
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Queensland: Larry Cox OFS, Regional Minister 
The Holy Spirit Fraternity Elective Chapter was held, with the successful 
return of Elizabeth Arthy as the continuing Minister, Hazel Rodriquez as 
the vice minister, Patricia Sharkey as secretary, David Francis as 
Treasurer, Jim Kearney as Formator, and Mary Mennis as Promotions.  
 

The Queensland region enjoyed a National Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation from Lola 
Kelly and Fr John Cooper, OFM Cap. A visitation was made to the Regional Council 
as well as to the local fraternities.  
 
I will be meeting with our Archbishop Rev Mark Coleridge, on 12 September to discuss 
means of promoting our 800 year anniversary throughout the archdiocese and 
hopefully find further interest in following the charism of St Francis of Assisi.  
 
Several of our members attended presentations of Fr Beckmann from Melbourne who 
spoke of the meeting of St Francis with the Sultan Al Kalid, a start of the celebrations 
of the 800 year anniversary. 
 
Three Qld Seculars attended the National Elective Chapter at Baulkham Hills:  Larry 
Cox, Elizabeth Aethy and Joan Hanley.  Also the Regional Spiritual Assistant Fr 
Fernanto OFM Cap. 
Pax et bonum 
	
	

	
New South Wales/ACT: Emil Perosh OFS, Regional Minister 
The annual regional retreat took place from 26-28 July at the Mount 
Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville. We were pleased to welcome Fr 
Bernie Thomas OFM for the first time as our Retreat Master. Fr Bernie 

spoke on the theme “Living the Rule of Our Vowed Life” - a reflection on our Rule and 
a life of commitment. The retreat was attended by forty-four members who were 
treated to a weekend of deep spiritual refection and the opportunity to live their 
Franciscan charism with other Secular Franciscans. 
 
The annual regional Family Day this year will be hosted by the Campbelltown fraternity 
and will take place on 29th September. For further information and to register please 
contact Leellen Lewis leellen.lewis@gmail.com  
 
Over the last three months there have been visitations and elections held in Canberra, 
Warrawong, Forster/Tuncurry and Taree and Campbelltown. Congratulations to all the 
newly elected councils. I pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to animate and guide 
each of the new councils and their fraternities.  
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VICTORIA: Moya Roadley OFS, Regional Minister 
The St Paschal fraternity will be celebrating the Transitus of St Francis  
at the Yarra Theology together with the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary 
and Franciscans Missionaries of Divine Motherhood. There will also be 

an opportunity there to do some promotions for the order. Several members from the 
fraternity have now entered a nursing home, however we are grateful that family 
members are still able to bring them to events. The fraternity is also currently working 
with two new candidates who will be admitted in October. 
 
The Springvale fraternity will also be celebrating the Transitus. They have invited the 
Vietnamese fraternity in Melbourne along with other organisations in the parish. 
 
The Hawthorn fraternity will celebrate the Transitus on 4th October will Mass and a 
fraternity gathering. They will be handing out holy cards with the “Peace Prayer.” The 
fraternity is also pleased to have two members currently in interested in joining the 
Order.  
 
The Bendigo fraternity will hold a very special Mass to farewell the Colettine Poor 
Clares who after many decades will sadly be leaving Bendigo. This Mass will also take 
place during the Transitus. The fraternity also plans to hold a blessing of the animals 
service on October 19th together with Fr Joe McKay OFM.  
 
 
 

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci OFS, Regional Minister 
The Transitus of St Clare was celebrated on the 10th August at the St 
Francis Assisi Parish Church. It was well attended with about thirty OFS 
members, including OFS members and religious from Lockleys, as well the 
Franciscan Sisters of St Anthony. A new text for the Transitus, written by 

Fr John Cooper OFM Cap, was led by Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap. The event ran 
smoothly and was enjoyed by all.   
 
The St Clare Luncheon was celebrated on the 11th of August, starting at 12.30pm in 
the St Francis Hall Newton, with special invitations made by Fr John Nguyen OFM 
Cap – Thank you Fr John! All members brought home-cooked food, as well as their 
favourite drinks to share, and good music which was played in the background. It was 
a successful and well organised event with about 65 people attending. A raffle and 
auction was also held where members brought goods to fill the prize baskets. One of 
the three prizes went to an OFS member, while the remaining two were won by 
parishioners. 
 
St Louis IX our Patron Saint of the SFO was celebrated at the 8 am Mass, Newton 
Parish. Parishioners were invited for morning tea and coffee. Thirty-five people 
enjoyed a treat of croissants and fraternity. 
 
It is with regret that the San Damiano Fraternity of Seacombe Gardens was 
deactivated on the 20th August 2019. A thanksgiving Mass was celebrated at the Holy 
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Spirit Church at Seacombe Gardens. The remaining members have applied for 
transfers to the Lockleys and Newton fraternities in Adelaide. 
 
Pax et Bonum 
 
 

 
Western Australia: Angela McGuire OFS, Regional Minister 
Greetings to our brothers and sisters from the OFS in WA. We held our 
Regional Non-Elective Chapter on June 29th. All those present wrote an 
Intercession for the celebration of World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation, designated by Pope Francis for September 1st. These were refined 

by Anne-Marie Langdon OFS and sent to Archbishop Timothy Costelloe and the four 
Bishops in WA. A request was made that the Intercessions be used in Masses 
throughout Western Australia on September 1st.  
 
Sister Death has called Rosaleen O’Neil OFS from the former St Brigid’s Fraternity in 
Midland and Elsie Francis OFS from Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity in Balcatta. 
May they have eternal peace and rest with our loving God. Our thanks and 
appreciation for their untiring service to the Order.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming Fr Joe McKay OFM to Perth to lead our Annual 
Regional Retreat on “Holiness Today” in November. 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	 	

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019 
 
   
29 September  - NSW Regional Franciscan Family Day 
3-4 October  - Transitus and feast of St Francis 
2 November  - NSW/ACT Elective-Chapter 
8-9 November  - National Council Meeting, Sydney 
29 Nov – 1 Dec - WA Regional Retreat 
8-10 December - Australian Catholic Youth Festival, Perth 
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The celebration of fraternity Elections in NSW/Act: Top right, Campbelltown fraternity; top left, 
Warrawong Fraternity; Bottom left Canberra Fraternity; bottom right, Taree fraternity 

Members of the NSW/ACT region during their annual retreat, held at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre 



 12 

 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

Above: The newly elected regional council of Queensland 
Below: The Fraternal & Pastoral Visitation to the Wynnum and Kedron fraternities, Queensland.v 

The newly elected council of Holy fraternity 
Kedron, Queensland 

Members of the Queensland fraternity 
promoting the OFS at the Vocation Sunday stall 
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The regional fraternity of South Australia at the conclusion of the Transitus of Saint Clare 

Above: Members of the Victorian 
region during their Fraternal & 
Pastoral Visitation. 
 
Right: The last remaining members of 
the fraternity of San Damiano, 
Seacombe Gardens, Adelaide, at the 
conclusion of their Thanksgiving 
Mass which marked the deactivation 
of the fraternity.  
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OBITUARIES  
	

Jan	Ruff-O’Herne 

1923-2019	
	

Jan Ruff-O'Herne was born in 1923 in the Dutch East Indies. 
During the Japanese occupation of the Dutch East Indies, Jan, 
and thousands of Dutch women were forced into hard physical 
labour at a prisoner-of-war camp in Indonesia. In February 1944, 
Jan was among ten seventeen-year-old girls taken by Japanese 
officers to an old Dutch colonial house which had been converted 
to a military brothel. Over the following three months, the women 
were repeatedly raped and beaten. 
 

In the decades after the war, Jan did not speak publicly about her experience until 
1992, when three Korean ‘comfort women’ demanded an apology and compensation 
from the Japanese government. Inspired by the actions of these women and wanting 
to offer her own support, Jan decided to speak out as well. At the International Public 
Hearing on Japanese War Crimes in Tokyo on December 1992, Jan broke her silence 
and shared her story. In 1994 Jan published a personal memoir titled ‘Fifty Years of 
Silence’. 
That was the beginning of her fifteen-year campaign for the rights of women in war.  
She worked with the Human Rights Commission, International Red Cross, and 
Amnesty International, speaking in Australia, New Zealand, Japan, the United States 
and the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and many other countries, sharing her 
incredible story. 

Jan received many awards including an Order of Australia in 2002, a Papal Honour 
from Pope John Paul ll, Dame Commander of the Order of Saint Sylvester in the same 
year, the ANZAC Peace Prize, and in 2004 received a Centenary for contribution made 
to Australian society.  
 
The documentary film of the same name, made by Ned Lander, won numerous 
accolades including the 1995 Most Outstanding Documentary TV Logie, the Australian 
Film Institute Awards Best Documentary, Best Film Non-Fiction Asia Pacific Film 
Festival, the Dendy Awards, and the World Film and TV Festival in Japan. 
 
Gradually she retired from public life and spent her last years quietly at her beloved 
home in Adelaide with her family.  
 
Her life was filled with music, creativity, family, Church, and a lot of laughter. Her 
Kingswood parish in Adelaide was her joy, her altar, and her creative venue. The order 
of Saint Francis and becoming a secular Franciscan filled the gap in her life when her 
wish to become a nun was vanquished. Jan died at the age of 96. 
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Michael	McGarry	

1949-2019	
	

Michael worked in in the Lands Department in Cairns when he 
met Marisa, his wife to be. They were married in 1976 and gave 
birth the three children. Michael was also a proud and loving 
grandfather. His five grandchildren were the light of his life. He 
took his grandfathering very seriously and has no doubt leave a 
positive influence on their lives. 
 
Michael had a very generous heart. His mother used to say, that 
he would “share a cherry if he could”. His home was always open 
to visitors without question, hesitation or time frames. All were 

welcomed (with a warm hug) and invited to stay for as long as they liked.  
 
It was always very important to him to continue to grow spiritually. Michael had an 
affinity with the Franciscan charism, and decided to join the secular Franciscans at 
Kedron in 2008. It was here that he met many good people and he found an inner 
strength that helped him refocus and redirect himself.  
 
Since his retirement Michael had the time to give back to the wider community. He 
joined the St Vincent de Paul Society and also began training with the Catholic 
Psychiatric Pastoral Centre where he again surrounded himself with good people who 
were reaching out to those less fortunate than themselves.  
 
In Michael’s own words he wrote, “The genesis of my ‘vocation’ began with my meeting 
Franciscan Friars in the 1950’s and attending Padua College in the early 1960’s. It 
was only after I left school and working in the bush that the thought came to me that I 
should become a friar. In 1969, I joined the seminary and was immediately struck by 
the holiness of the friars and fellow students. I didn’t stay too long and for years after, 
I regretted that I had not persisted. But my faith was not shaken and I kept in contact 
with a few friars in the following years.” 
 
It was not until around 2004 that I rented an office in the Grange and began to visit the 
Little Flower Church during the day for some quiet prayer. In time, this prayer became 
more regular. It was during that quiet time, I began to feel that I really did want to 
become a Franciscan, if only that becoming a Secular Franciscan was the only option 
left for me. I have been professed since 2006. Since that time, I have begun to 
appreciate the richness of a Franciscan vocation in appreciating the simple things in 
life, in recognising God in His full glory in creation; feeling the love of God in my life; 
the searching in every soul we meet for the living Christ and the joy that being with 
fellow Franciscans can bring. 
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Heidi	Beyer		
1942-2019	

 
Heidi was a dedicated and lovable soul and committed to the 
Newton fraternity in Adelaide, and to its members. A few years 
ago she become sick, and could not attend the meetings anymore. 
The fraternity members kept in touch with Heidi any way possible 
visits, texts, and emails. When she felt better she used to reply in 
the same way to keep in touch and tell us how she was 
progressing. 
 
Before Heidi become sick she used to run a Zumba class with 

some of the fraternity members attending her class and they used to have lots of fun 
as well as keeping fit. 
 
Heidi was a very spiritual soul and loved St Francis, and St Clare and the Order. We 
were privileged to have Heidi, and Johannes present at our Christmas luncheon of 
2018, and it was, wonderful to have this special time the last time she attended our 
fraternity. 
 
Heidi you were a very special lady to all of us we are going to miss your present and 
your beautiful smile, thank you from all your Sisters and Brothers of the Secular 
Franciscan Order of Newton.  RIP.              
 
Eulogy by Vanda Bartemucci OFS 
	
	

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
From whose embrace no living person can escape. 

Woe to those who die in mortal sin! 
Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 

The second death can do no harm to them. 

 
St	Francis	of	Assisi	
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Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

St Margaret of Cortona 
1247-1297 

 
As a young lady Margaret 
possessed rare beauty which 
saw wealthy men offering her 
a life of worldly riches that did 
not satisfy. Over the period of 
nine years she lived a life of 
sin and scandal. One day 
Margaret was awaiting the 
return of her lover with whom 
she was living. Meanwhile 
the man’s dog had returned 
home without its master and 
began whining and tugging at 
her dress. She followed the 
animal to the forest where 
she found the murdered body 
of her lover. Filled with terror 
Margaret vowed to change 
her life and live greater in 
penance than she had in sin. 
Margaret publicly repented 
for her life of sin, 
nevertheless she was 
rejected by her family.  
 
In 1277 Margaret joined the 
Third Order of St Francis. 
She was gifted with 
contemplation of the divine 
and the ability to read the 
hearts of others. Margaret 
performed many miracles 
during her life including 
healing the sick and raising a 
dead boy to life. Margaret 
was also known to have 
received the invisible form of 
the stigmata.  

 
 

St Mary Frances  
Of  the Five Wounds 

 1715-1791 
 

At the age of only four Mary 
Frances began to spend 
hours in prayer. Her 
knowledge of the Catholic 
faith was guided by an angel 
who came to visit her. Such 
was her knowledge that her 
priest allowed her to receive 
Holy Communion at the age 
of seven. At the age of 
sixteen a rich young man 
asked her father for her hand 
in marriage. The father 
delighted and gave consent. 
However, Mary Frances 
desired to remain single and 
refused the proposal. Her 
father seized a rope and 
flogged the delicate girl 
unmercifully. After some 
time, and encouraged by 
their priest, the father saw 
the wrong he had done. Mary 
Francis then devoted herself 
closer to our Lord by joining 
the Third Order of St Francis. 
She remained living at home 
where she diligently worked 
for the family. Before the 
death of her father she 
moved into an apartment with 
another Franciscan Tertiary. 
On learning of her father’s 
impending death, she asked 
God to allow her to suffer his 
purgatory for him. It was 
during this time that she 
received the stigmata 
wounds. 
 

Louise Lateau 
1850-1883 

 
The case of Louise Lateau is 
among the best documented 
of all those who received the 
stigmata. Her first experience 
of the stigmata happened 
when she was eighteen 
years old.  
 
In April 1868, a sharp pain 
presented itself every Friday 
night, and blood began to 
flow from her left side and 
feet. In May, blood began to 
appear in her hands as if 
from nail wounds. In 
September that year four 
small spots of blood 
appeared on her breast as if 
coming from the heart. The 
stigmata presented itself 
every week from Thursday 
night, all throughout Friday, 
and disappeared the next 
night. This reoccurrence took 
place every week until her 
death. For the rest of the 
week Louise continued to 
live an ordinary life with her 
mother and sister working for 
her family.  
 
In addition to the stigmata 
Louise would fall into a deep 
ecstasy which lasted for 
eight hours every Friday 
night, during which time she 
had no perception of events 
occurring around her.  
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