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Peace and &l goodness! National Minister's 1
Message

Advent isatime in which we draw closer to Jesus by reflecting on the

Incarnation. National Pastoral & 2-3

Recently | was reading a book by Lawrence M Cunningham called “ Francis Fraternal Visitation

of Assisi - performing the Gospel”. | was reading about Francis's special
love for Christmas. It says that “he observed the day with ‘inexpressible
eagerness over all the other Feasts, saying that it was the Feast of Feasts,
on which God, having become a tiny Infant, clung to human breasts.’
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“Francis never ceased to wonder at the implication of the simple phrase ‘the | Calendar of Events 6
Word become flesh’ (Jn 1:14). He saw in the Incarnation the humility in the

Son of God that allowed Him to be an infant, to put Himself under the Obituary 9
obedience of the Holy Family and finally die on the Cross, naked and

alone.” “A New Pentecost” 10
Cunningham then also writes “ Christ not only humbled Himself by taking A Word from Francis 11
on flesh as an infant but he did so in the meanest of circumstances: in a

manger at Bethlehem because ‘ there was no room for them at the inn’ (Luke OFS Saints 12
2:7).

Like St Francis we too never cease to be amazed at the utter humility of our
loving God coming to us in such poverty. During this Advent, we are again
reminded of His unconditional love for each one of us. We cannot help but

respond by reaching out to those around us, giving much peace, love and

joy.

At thistime, | take the opportunity to acknowledge your commitment in
living your Franciscan vocation. Even though we are spread across
Australia, by our profession we are family. | also thank our Spiritua
Assistants for guiding and accompanying us on our journey. They are a gift
to us.

May the Infant Jesus bless each one of you and your families during the
Christmas Season.

Fraternally in St Francis,
LolaKelly ofs



Pastoral & Fraternal Visitation, 2018

From September 111-14" the National Council was delighted to welcome Augustine Y oon of s, CIOFS
Presidency Councillor, and Fr Pedro Zitha OFM, CIOFS General Assistant, to conduct the National
Pastoral & Fraternal Visitation at St Joseph’s Retreat Centre, Baulkham Hills, Sydney.

The international visitors met with the National Council over the four days for detailed discussions on
the state of the OFS in Australia The National Council gave a detailed presentation on how it has
animated and guided the national fraternity through collaborations with regional councils,
communications, publications and support for members unable to attend meetings for various reasons.

The visitors were also informed about the challenges the OFS currently faces in Australia, such asthe
ageing membership, geographical isolation of members and enquirers, lack of Spiritual Assistants
among local fraternities, maintaining registers, as well as attracting the youth.

During the week Augustine Yoon, Fr Pedro, and Lola Kelly were invited to lunch with the OFM
Provincia Minister, Fr Phillip Miscamble OFM, in Waverley. Fr Phillip was most hospitable and
provided a delightful afternoon for the guests. Much of the discussion was centred on the importance
of engaging OFMs as Spiritual Assstants.

Another important meeting took place with eight members from the Franciscan youth group at St
John’s Park. Augustine and Fr Pedro were pleased to see the energy of the youth and their desire to
live a Franciscan spirituality. There was much discussion on how the National Council can continue
working with them and to promote the OFS to more young Catholics.

On the third day of the visitation the CIOFS guests met with representatives from local fraternities.
Later in the afternoon they attended a monthly meeting with the Hills Fraternity in Kellyville. It was
pleasing to see many of their members attending and making the guests feel welcome. The fraternity
was thanked for their generous hospitality and also for rescheduling their monthly meeting which
alowed for the gueststo attend.

On the final day of the Pastoral and Fraternal Visitation, the CIOFS visitors met with the Regional
Spiritual Assistants. Following the meeting the guests also met with the Regional Ministers and their
representatives. The ministers discussed the state of the OFS within their regions, informed the guests
of the many achievements as well as challenges facing the regions.

LolaKélly ofs, the National Minister, will be sending out information regarding the Pastoral and
Fraternal Visitation Report in the near future.

A significant outcome for the OFS in Australia since the Visitation has been the acceptance of the
new National Statutes by the International Council. This means that we are now called the National
Fraternity of Australia under the patronage of Lady Jacoba dei Settesoli. The Statutes are now
available to be viewed on our website. http://www.of saustralia.org.au/resources’key-documents-of -
secular-franciscan-order

The National Council was equally pleased with the visitation, especially by the support and interest
shown to us by the International Council. Augustine Y oon and Fr Pedro made a strong impression on
the members of the Council; their joy, peaceful approach and love ensured that the visitation was
conducted in the truest of Franciscan spirit.



Pastoral & Fraternal Visitation, 2018
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Members of the National Council meet with CIOFS
representatives Augustine Y oon and Fr Pedro Zitha OFM

© Meeting with members of local fraternities: Stephen DeSzoeke,
Helen DeSzoeke, and Susana Hansen
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Attending the ‘Hills' monthly fraternity meeting in Kellyville



REGULAR NOTICES

_ _ Trilogy
Supporting the OFS Family

The new “Trilogy” contains the “The Rule and
If you wish to contribute to our Secular Commentary”, “The Genera Condtitutions’ and
Franciscan Family this year please send “The Ritud” (Different from the previous
your donations via electronic online publication.)
banking ONLY. Please do not try to Please contact Fr John Cooper to order your copy:
deposit through a branch as these friarc4@gmail.com Payments need to be made to
payments cannot be made to our the National Treasurer, Emil Perosh:
account. epero.ofs@gmail.com

Account: Secular Franciscan Order Inc. :
BSB: 062 784 National Necrology

Account No: 25975200
Please remember to send in articles for the National
Necrology to Moya Roadley

moyaroadley @hotmail.com Let us always
remember our members who have gone before us.

Project Adoption
PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS

Donations

Michael McGuire OFS
PO B0OX 2116

STH YOKINE,

Western Australia, 6060

Phone: (08) 9275 5658
Email: angelmich@bigpond.com
(This is an OFS charity with no overheads)

CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER

NSW/ACT: Emil Perosh ofs nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au ‘EN\A y

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci ofs sa@ofsaustralia.org.au \
Queensland: Larry Cox ofs gld@ofsaustralia.org.au _
Western Australia: Angela McGuire ofs wa@ofsaustralia.org.au

VictoriaMoya Roadley ofs vic@ofsaustralia.org.au

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
www.ofsaustralia.org.au

Lik
FACEBOOK I;a(eclgt())gok

www.facebook.com /ofsaustralia




: . Regional Roundup

News from around Australia

Queensland: Larry Cox ofs, Regional Minister

With the OFS individual fraternity and regional elections due in 2019, we can see

our individual gifts are there to serve others in our fraternities. Often we do not

see that we have the talents to take on leadership roles, basing our views on how

others lead. We must realise our talents are naturally different to others, and our
way of leading could be just as effective. Remembering always that the Holy Spirit is always
walking beside us to support, etc.

Elections will be held in 2019 for Queensland Region and the Holy Spirit Fraternity at Kedron,
and we are also looking forward to a visitation from the National Council.

Again, as we get closer to the festive season, let us thank God for the many graces in our lives,
and in the lives of our Secular brothers and sisters. As we enter 2019, may God continue to
grant us the graces of health, and security, as we follow the example of St Francis and St
Clare.

New South Wales/ACT: Emil Perosh ofs, Regional Minister

The Regional Non-Elective Chapter was held on the 3" November at Waverley.

It was pleasing to see representatives from most of the regional fraternities.

We were most pleased to welcome Fr Philip Miscamble OFM who spoke about

the challenges of providing Spiritual Assistants to fraternities. As always, the
Regional Council wishes to thank members of the Waverley fraternity for generously setting
up and catering for the Chapter.

This year’s annual Franciscan Family Day was hosted by the Warrawong fraternity. Forty
members from around the region joined us for the event. The day began with a mass at St
Francis of Assisi Church. Members then assembled in the church hall where they were given
a presentation on the Canticle of the Creatures by Tony Bozicevic ofs. Following lunch Leellen
Lewis ofs led a session contemplating the “Peace Prayer.” The day finished with praying the
Franciscan Crown Rosary. Many thanks to the Warrawong fraternity for organising an
excellent event which was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.

VICTORIA: Moya Roadley ofs, Regional Minister

To finish off the year each local fraternity joined in for the Christmas gathering.

The celebration included Mass and carols. The celebration at St Pascal’s was

well attended by many members, including those who have been unable to
attend fraternity meetings for some time. We were pleased to have most of the friars
attending as well. Each friar was presented with a hamper in thanks for the work they do for
the region.



With great sadness we have had to accept the resignation of our Spiritual Assistant Br
Jim Fitzgerald OFM due toill health. The Region is now working on the appointment of a new
Spiritual Assistant.
Events for 2019 include Elections at St Anthony’s in February, the Regional Retreat in April,
and a visitation from the National Council in March.

South Australia: Tony Bartemucci ofs, Regional Minister

The feast of the Transitus was celebrated at Newton. Once again we were most

happy to join with the Third Order Anglicans for this special event. Another

important event for the region was the milestone celebration of the 60 years of

canonical establishment for the Newton fraternity. The joyful occasion included a
mass celebrated by Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap; where all professed members renewed their
promise.
In the area of promotions, we were pleased to welcome the National Promotions Officer,
Tony Bozicevic ofs, in November who spoke at four different masses throughout Adelaide.
We pray that a seed has been planted in many of those parishioners who heard about the
OFS, and that God will send us some new vocations.

Western Australia: Angela McGuire ofs, Regional Minister

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in St Francis and St Clare. Sr Death recently
called Betty Frisina RIP from St Mary the Immaculate Conception Fraternity. Betty
was 92 years old and had been professed for 32 years. Betty had a never-ending
smile and radiated the joy of the Lord to the world.

The Ceremony of The Transitus of St Francis was held at Our Lady Queen of Poland Church
during Mass celebrated by Fr Tomasz Bujakowski OFM and con-celebrated by Fr Stan
Tomasiak OFM and Fr Marcellinus Meilak OFM. It was a very joyous occasion with OFS and
visitors enjoying Fraternity afterwards. The ceremony of The Stigmata of St Francis was
hosted by Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity Balcatta.

On 10™ November the Anglican Franciscans invited us to visit the Naragebup Environmental
Centre in Rockingham with them, which is completely self-sufficient and self-funded. A most
impressive place providing plenty of reflection and group discussions in the afternoon
following lunch. A great day of sharing. Our Annual Regional live-in/live-out Retreat was held
in early December attended by thirty people over the weekend lead by Emeritus Bishop Justin
Bianchini who gifted us with his love and light. The topics covered were; “The Gaze of Love”;
St Francis and Praise; St Francis and the Cross; St Francis and the Eucharist.

Wishing you a Holy and Happy Christmas and the Peace and Blessings of the Lord in 2019.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019

8-9 February - National Council Meeting, Adelaide
10-11 May - National Council Meeting, Adelaide
9-10 June - National Council Meeting, Adelaide
13-15 September - National Elective-Chapter, Baulkham Hills, Sydney
8-9 November - National Council Meeting, Adelaide
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Members of the Lake Macquarie fraternity (NSW)
following the fraternity visitation and election.

Congratulations to Michael Fontinovo (front
centre) who was professed in Melbourne in June

|

Congratulations to Campbelltown fraternity members
Elizabeth and Jacek Luszczyk (right) celebrating 30 years

. of profession, and Joan Haswell (2nd on left) celebrating
38 years, pictured together with Fr Carl Schafer OFM

The Canberra fraternity celebrated Mass in October with
Archbishop Christopher Prowse at St Christopher’s Cathedral
for thefortieth year celebration of the new Rule




Members of the NSW/ACT region enjoying their annual Franciscan Family
Day in Warrawong

The Newton fraternity in South Australia celebrating the 60" anniversary of canonical establishment.



Key Points from “A New Pentecost?” by Leon-Joseph Cardinal Suenens
(Abridged by Barry Blake, ofs)

Pessimism and a sense of defeat arein voguetoday, but areal Christianisaperson :
of hope. St. Peter went so far asto say, “ Always have your answer ready for anyone A New
who asks from you an accounting for the hope that isin you.” (1Pet 3:15). Hope Pentecost?
isatheological virtue, which derives from God and relies on God — God aone. To
those who at the moment are distressed by the confusion and the changes of today,
be of courage and believe that the Holy Spirit is at work deep within the heart of
his Church. It isthe Spirit who is our living hope for the future.

Just as the disciples of Jesus and his mother were visited by the Holy Spirit asthey
prayed in an upper room on the day of Pentecost, Pope John X X111, just before the
opening of Vatican |1, asked the Lord: “Renew your wonders in this our day; give
us a new Pentecost.” The Council came, and opened new vistas and charted fresh ¢
ways of renewing the Church. The Fathers of the Council foresaw the work that CARDINAL SUENENS
had to be done and Pope Paul VI took up the payer of John XXI1I and asked the
Lord to grant us a“new Pentecost”: the wind and spiritual power which isthe Holy Spirit.

Councilsare but amoment in the history of the Church, and they leave their mark on the history of the Church
at varying depths. The Holy Spirit has other ways and means of renewal. As the centuries go by, the Spirit
suddenly and without warning, releases a gulf stream of graces through the action of some saint: Francis,
Dominic, Catherine of Sienna, Ignatius, Teresa of Avila; these and many more are radiant witnesses of the
presence of the Spirit within the Church at moments of crisis.

Faith tells usthat crisis and suffering are the seed of life. It is perfectly normal, then, that the suffering of the
Church at this moment should giverise to hope: no day was ever so pregnant with hope for the future as was
Good Friday. Today, everything points to the fact that we are living at a turning point in the history of the
Church, in which the Holy Spirit is revealing, to a degree unknown before, a mystery of death and
resurrection. He is telling us, it seems, to carry out the ever-necessary reform of structures. But beyond this
institutional “overhaul” at every level heisinaugurating aspiritual renewal of exceptional richness. Cardinad
Suenens went on to say that he believed that the world today is giving birth, and that birth is always
accompanied by hope. He wrote the following lines as a summary of his message:

“1 believe that God is born anew each morning. | believe that he is creating the world at this very moment.”
“He did not create it at a distant and long-forgotten moment in time. It is happening now: we must therefore
be ready to expect the unexpected from God. The ways of Providence are by nature surprising. God is here,
near us, unforeseeable and loving.”

“l am aman of hope because | believe the Holy Spirit is at work in the Church and in the world, even where
his name remains unheard.”

“l am an optimist because | believe the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of creation.”
“Who would dare to say that the love and imagination of God were exhausted?’
“To hopeis not adream, but to turn dreams into reality.”

“Happy are those who dream dreams and are ready to pay the price to make them come true.”



~ A
L @A Word from Francis

Adverit atime to make peace in the soul, family, neighbourhood

Pope Francis isurging Christians to prepare themselves for Christmas this Advent season by being humble
and trying to build peace in their soul, in their family and in the world. The Pope said that peacemaking
consists in not talking evil of and harming others, a bit like imitating God, who humbled Himself.

Pointing to the pastoral scene evoked by Isaiah, where the wolf and the lamb, and the leopard and the
kid live side by side harmlessly, the Pope said the prophet speaks about the peace of Jesus that
transforms life and history, which is why He is called the "Prince of Peace". Advent, therefore, is the time
to prepare ourselves for this Prince of Peace by being at peace with ourselves, our soul, that is often
in anxiety, anguish and without hope. For this, one needs to start with oneself. The Pope said that today
the Lord asks us whether our soul is at peace? If not, then we should ask the Prince of Peace to pacify
our souls, so we can meet Him. The Pope said we are so used to looking at the souls of others rather than
our own.

After being at peace with our soul, it is time to be at peace at home, in the family, the Pope said. He
noted much sadness in families with much struggle, “small wars” and at times disunity. He urged
Christians to examine themselves whether they are at peace or at war in their families or against others,
whether there are bridges or walls that separate.

The Pope then spoke about making peace in the world where there is much war, disunity, hatred and
exploitation. Christians should ask themselves what they are doing about creating peace in the world by
working for peace in the neighbourhood, in the school and in the workplace. The Pope urged Christians
to ask themselves whether they find excuses to make war, to hate, to talkill about others and condemn,
or are they meek and try to build bridges.

Peace, the Pope said, is never still but always moves forward. It starts with the soul, and after making its
journey of peace, returns to the soul. Making peace is a bit like imitating God. When He wanted to make
peace with us and forgave us, He sent His Son to make peace, to be the Prince of peace. The Pope said
to be a peacemaker one does not have to be wise and learned and study peace. Peace is an attitude that
Jesus speaks about in the Gospel. Jesus glorifies God because he has hidden these things from the wise
and learned and has revealed them to the little ones.

Pope Francis urged Christians to make themselves small, humble and be the servant of others. “The
Lord will give you the ability to understand how to make peace and will provide you the strength to make
it,” the Pope assured.

The Pope said that whenever there is the possibility of a “small war” at home, in the heart, at school or
at work, we should stop short and try and make peace. “Never, never wound the other. Never,” he said,
exhorting Christians to start by not speaking ill of others or firing the first cannon. This way, he said, we

become men and women of peace, carrying peace forward.
Taken from www.vaticannews.va
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Margaret I ekeux
1893-1916

In her late teen years
Margaret chose to live a life
of self-sacrifice and prayer.
She adopted as her motto “I
want to live in the world to do
good.” Margaret spend the
few remaining years of her
life as a school teacher.

After school hours Margaret
devoted her time to the
corporal and spiritual works
of mercy. She visited the
poor and sick, helping them
by every means of her
power. Margaret joined the
Third Order Franciscans in
1913 and surrendered herself
unreservedly to the love of
God and her neighbour.

After WWI had broken out,
she spent much of her time
nursing wounded soldiers.
During the war her three
brothers were called into the
midst of the fierce fighting.
Margaret offered her life to
God that her brothers would
return home safely. On Ash
Wednesday, 1916, she died
from a mysterious illness.
Her brothers then, after
passing through a turmoil of
life-threatening danger,
escaped and returned home
safely as only a miracle could
have allowed.

Apollonia of Bologna
Late 1400-1500

Apollonia came from a very
noble family. While many
parents of the day dressed
their children with beautiful
garments and elegant attire,
little Apollonia asked her
mother to dress her simply.
Apollonia preferred to spend
time at home reading and
entertaining herself rather
than going outside.

Apollonia married a good
young man who was
supportive of her simple
lifestyle. She remained
mostly in the family home
where she practiced acts of
piety, and faithfully devoted
herself to the management of
the household. Apollonia and
her husband lived a
financially comfortable life;
however, she was not
interested in gaining wealth
and possessions; rather
Apollonia sought her
heavenly treasures by
spending much time working
for the poor.

After her husband died
Apollonia joined the Third
Order Franciscans. She used
her wealth to establish
several institutions for the
poor and sick to whom she
would visit daily.

BI1 Hyppolyte Galantini
d. 1620

Hippolyte was born into a
poor family. From the age of
five he would gather young
children from the
neighbourhood, step up onto
an improvised platform and
repeat to them the homilies
he heard at church. At the
age of nine he received his
first Holy Communion, from
there he devoted himself to
the practice of interior prayer.
At the age of twelve he felt a
strong desire the enter into
religious life, however due to
his delicate appearance he
was not permitted to join.

His kind-hearted nature led
him to gather little children,
teach them catechesis and
prepare them for the holy
sacraments. A chapel was
given to him to use for his
teachings, as well as a
house to provide for
neglected children.

Several men joined Hippolyte
in his work. Here they
founded the “Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine of St
Francis.” Their main
objective was to instruct
youths in the truths of
Christianity and to keep them
away from dangerous
amusements.

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia.
Please send news, articles, photos, etc for inclusion in the national newsletter to

Tony Bozicevic ofs: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com
Articles longer than one page may be edited.




