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National Minister’s Report from the 
National Non-Elective Chapter 2018  

 
My dear brothers and sisters another year has passed, and we 
are together again. How great it is to be together as a fraternity 
and to have our International Visitors, Augustine Yoon Young Hak 
ofs and Fr Pedro Zitha OFM here with us.  
 
As we journey together this weekend, we remember we are in the 
year of  
celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the new Rule, which 
establishes the nature, purpose and spirit of the Secular 
Franciscan Order. 
 
The National Council has chosen the same theme as the 2017 
General Chapter in Rome “As you sent me into the world, so I 
sent them into the world.” Our Minister General, Tibor Kauser ofs 
said at the General Chapter: “We have to consider our vocation, 
our Secular Franciscan identity.  What does it mean, that Jesus 
Christ has sent me into the world, in the same manner that our 
heavenly Father has sent Him into the world?  What is our identity, 
vocation and mission? What does it mean to be secular, and what 
does it mean to belong to an Order?  
 
What is the main aspect of our Secular Franciscan vocation?  
When we talk about the Order as a structure, we always have to 
remember, that the Order for us is first and foremost a fraternity. 
A place where we live our vocation, where we can love one 
another, and where we build the Kingdom of God before anything 
else. Today we see, that living in a fraternity, belonging to a 
fraternity, is often an important apostolic activity by itself. People 
are lonesome, feel isolated and abandoned. We can offer a 
fraternal spirit; we can offer contacts and communication: first with 
God, then with each other, helping all of us to keep a good 
relationship also with ourselves. This means contacts, 
relationship, and this relationship needs openness.” 
 
May we all, as we have just prayed, seek the living and active 
person of Jesus Christ in each other and rejoice in the gift and 
treasure of our Secular Franciscan Vocation, as together we 
celebrate the Chapter. May we allow the Holy Spirit to enlighten 
and guide us as we work together in a fraternal way.   
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… National Minister’s message cont. 
 

 
 

 
 
	
	
	
	 	

Pastoral and Fraternal Visitation: As you know, we have been having a Pastoral and Fraternal Visit. 
You might ask why? Well, our Rule 26 States: 
 
“To promote fidelity to the charism as well as observance of the rule and to receive greater support in 
the life of the fraternity, the minister or president, with the consent of the council, should take care to ask 
for a regular pastoral visit by the competent religious superiors as well as for a fraternal visit from those 
of the higher fraternities, according to the norm of the constitutions.” 
 
Article 92.1 of the General Constitutions further adds:  

• revive the evangelical Franciscan spirit.  
• reinforce the bond of the unity of the Order.  
• to promote its most effective insertion into the Franciscan family and the Church.  

 
Our visitors Augustine and Fr Pedro have met with: 

• the National Council 
• Provincial Ministers or their delegates 
• attended a Local Fraternity Meeting 
• Regional Spiritual Assistants 
• Regional Ministers and their delegates 
• representatives from Local Fraternities that do not hold office 
• YouFra 

 
The National Council completed a Questionnaire regarding the OFS in Australia which was for the 
visitors to use as preparation for the Fraternal and Pastoral Visit.  
 
Elective Chapter 2019: The time is passing very rapidly, and it is quite unbelievable that I am talking 
already about our National Elective Chapter. We have received a letter from Isabella Di Paola, General 
Secretary CIOFS informing us that Maria Consuelo (Chelito) de Nunez, OFS Vice-Minister General, will 
be presiding over our National Elective Chapter, to be held on the 13th to 15th of September 2019. 
Regional Ministers, please ensure that you and your Local Ministers or their appointed delegates are 
available. 
  
CIOFS Update: The National Council completed and forwarded its 2018 Annual Report to CIOFS as 
required.  As part of this report, we provide CIOFS with an updated demographics of our members 
(active and non-active). The demographics are then used to calculate the levies each National Fraternity 
is required to pay to support the ongoing operations of the Presidency and its Councillors. Because of 
this, it is important that Regional Ministers provide accurate numbers when requested. 
 
National Statutes: On 30th December 2017, we received an email from Noemi Riccardi ofs, Coordinator 
of the CIOFS Juridical Commission, informing us that our OFS National Statutes had been approved by 
the Presidency in the version attached which was the result of the entire Juridical Commission, the area 
Councillor and the Presidency itself. The changes to our Statutes were dramatic. There has been some 
negotiating to have them as they are now. You have all received a copy of the Statutes. I will speak 
about this later in the Chapter. 
 
National Directory: The Directory has been compiled, updated and is available to all Regions. We do 
ask that if there are any changes due to a Regional or Local Elective Chapters or any change of details 
of a member our National Secretary, Maria Iadanza ofs, be notified as soon as possible. 
 
National Members Data Base: We have begun to compile a Data Base of active and non-active 
members. CIOFS has this as one of their Proposals. It was also recommended at the 2017 Asia Oceania 
Congress. I would like to stress, once again the importance of maintaining accurate records of our 
brothers and sisters. (Refer to GC 52.2b) 
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… National Minister’s message cont. 
 

	 	
 
Ongoing Communication: We as a National Council are endeavouring to keeping the lines of 
communication open, with contact through 

• The councillor who is your liaison person 
• The Bulletin which is generally sent after our National Council Meetings 
• National Newsletter. 
• Website 
• National Directory. 

 
This is also an area that we are continually working on as better communication allows for a wider 
participation in management of the national fraternity. 
 
 
Publication of OFS Resources by the National Council 

• The Trilogy  
• Celebration of the Regional Fraternity Elections 
• Necrology Booklet This is a project that the National Council has initiated so that we are 

reminded to pray for past members on the anniversary of their death and hopefully receive and 
have a little information about each member. As members pass away, we ask that all Regional 
Ministers ensure that we are given information about that person by emailing the Vice-Minister, 
Moya Roadley ofs. 

• Commemorative Edition of 1978 Rule 
• A Statutes Booklet that contains the International, National, Regional, and YouFra Statutes 

along with the Statutes of the Spiritual Assistants will be published once our National Statutes 
have been promulgated. 

 
Project Adoption: I take this opportunity to thank Michael McGuire ofs, for all the work that he does in 
overseeing Project Adoption. It has been a challenging year.  
 
Before I finish, I would like to say as a council we are not perfect, and we may have made mistakes. I 
ask your forgiveness for anything we have failed to do and for our shortcomings. 
 
Finally, I thank each one of you for your service to your brothers and sisters of our Order in Australia 
and I would like to finish in my own words with a reference to the Testimony of St Clare: 

 
Among the many gifts that we have received 

 and continue to receive daily 
 from the Father of Mercies 

 and for which we must express our deepest thanks 
 to our glorious God, 
 there is our vocation, 

 which the more perfect and greater it is 
the more are we indebted to Him. 

 
 … Recognize your vocation.  

The Son of God has become for us the way 
 that our blessed father Francis, 

His true lover and imitator, 
 has shown and taught us by word and example. 

 
Pax et Bonum 
Lola Kelly, ofs. 
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	 	National Non-Elective Chapter, 2018 
 
 
The National Non-Elective Chapter was held from September 14th-16th, following on 
immediately from the Pastoral & Fraternal Visitation. The Chapter welcomed regional 
ministers and their delegates, as well as observing guests from all regions across Australia. It 
was also the National Council’s pleasure to welcome Augustin Yoon OFS and Fr Pedro Zitha 
OFM to the Chapter.  
 
The Chapter heard reports from the National Minister, as well as the National Formator, 
Promotions Officer, International Councillor, National Treasurer, National Spiritual Assistant, 
and Project Adoption.  
 
Over three days the Chapter focused on several issues pertaining to the OFS today, including 
ways to offer continued support for isolated members. Delegates heard a passionate testimony 
from Joan Hanley ofs, who, even though she has been living as an isolated member for many 
years, has continued to live her life as an active Franciscan in the world.  
 
On the Saturday morning much time was spent on the amended statutes. After much 
deliberation the Chapter voted to accept all the changes recommended by CIOFS. The amended 
statutes will soon be available on our website.  
 
Delegates were treated to three individual testimonies from Beata Dawidowski ofs, Mirjana 
Petrovic ofs, and Barry Blake ofs. Each testimony revealed a deep and personal love for being 
a member of the Secular Franciscan Order. 
 
Delegates also spent some time discussing how the OFS can become involved in the Plenary 
Council. The first session of the Plenary Council, which ends in March 2019, is asking all 
Australians the question “What do you think God is asking us in Australia at this time?” The 
OFS intends to get involved in this discussion and submit a response. It was encouraged that 
all OFS members around the country discuss this at their fraternity meetings and submit their 
own response as well. More information can be found at http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  
 
Augustine Yoon, International Councillor, presented a session to the delegates examining the 
history of the OFS. Particular emphasis was given on the period of time from 1846-1978, which 
saw a succession of eight consecutive OFS popes and the influence the Secular Franciscans had 
during that time. In this the 40th anniversary year of the OFS Rule, Augustine also spoke on the 
development of the new Rule and Constitution. He highlighted the significant moment when 
the OFS moved from being run by the OFMs to becoming autonomous and self-governed by 
its own laity.  
 
Members of the Chapter celebrated a ‘tree watering ceremony’ for the tree which was planted 
by the OFS at the conclusion of the 2016 National Elective Chapter. This was followed by the 
final Mass. At the conclusion of Mass the National Minister, Lola Kelly ofs, presented each 
Regional Minister, or their representative, with a scroll containing the OFS Rule. These scrolls 
are to be handed over to newly elected Regional Ministers at each Regional Elective-Chapter. 
 
The National Council wishes to thank all members who attended the Chapter. Each one made 
an invaluable contribution to the life, and continual growth of the OFS in Australia.  
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National Minister Lola Kelly and International 
Presidency Councillor Augustine Yoon 

 

Augustine Yoon giving a presentation at the Chapter 
 

Regional ministers and their representatives receiving a copy of the Rule.  
 

Delegates at the National Non-Elective Chapter 
 

Watering the OFS tree at St Joseph’s Retreat Centre 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW/ACT: Emil Perosh ofs  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci ofs  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox ofs qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire ofs wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley ofs vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

Trilogy 
 

The new “Trilogy” contains the “The Rule and 
Commentary”, “The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” (Different from the previous 
publication.)  
Please contact Fr John Cooper to order your copy: 
friarc4@gmail.com Payments need to be made to 
the National Treasurer, Emil Perosh: 
epero.ofs@gmail.com  
 

 
Supporting the OFS Family 

 
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	 ONLY.	 Please	 do	 not	 try	 to	
deposit	 through	 a	 branch	 as	 these	
payments	 cannot	 be	 made	 to	 our	
account.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	062	784	
Account	No:	25975200	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Moya Roadley 
moyaroadley@hotmail.com Let us always 
remember our members who have gone before us. 
 

 

	

	 Project	Adoption	
PLEASE	NOTE	NEW	ADDRESS	

Donations	
	

Michael	McGuire	OFS	
PO	BOX	2116	
STH	YOKINE,		
Western	Australia,	6060	
	
Phone:	(08)	9275	5658	
Email:	angelmich@bigpond.com	

(This	is	an	OFS	charity	with	no	overheads)	

REGULAR NOTICES 
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Queensland:	Larry	Cox	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
Our winter months honoured our Secular members with cooler evenings, some 
high cold winds, but all was JOY, as our Franciscan Fr Francis always stipulated. 
Our monthly meetings provided fraternity and support to all, with many of the 
isolated being contacted in some way. 

 
Many of our members celebrated the 40th anniversary since the proclamation of the 1978 OFS 
Rule, both at fraternity meetings and individually on the day. 
 
Queensland OFS members set up a stall at the 2018 Youth and Vocations Expo, at the St 
Stephens Cathedral in Brisbane, with many people attending. There was also OFM and OFM 
Cap stalls. Many of the National OFS Flyers have been distributed throughout various parishes 
around Brisbane. 
 
Queensland will be fully represented at the National Non-Elective Chapter in Baulkham 
Hills, Sydney this year, with 6 attendances. 
 
The Holy Spirit OFS Fraternity will be hosting the ‘Transitus’ of St Francis this year, with 
many members of the first and second Orders in attendance.  The Anglican Franciscan groups 
will also be in attendance.  
 
Dominica and Calvin Tsang, (Dominica being the secretary of the Queensland Regional 
Council), 
are proud parents after the arrival of their dear daughter Laeticia Colette on 9th September 
2018, weighing 7 pounds 3 ounces. Mother and baby are doing well in hospital. Our prayers 
and thanks to God for their joy. 

	
	
New	South	Wales/ACT:	Emil	Perosh	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
The	annual regional retreat was held from 27-29 July at the Chevalier Resource 
Centre, Kensington. It was a great pleasure to welcome for the first time as our 

retreat master Fr Joe McKay OFM from Melbourne. Fr Joe spoke on the theme ‘Praying like 
St Francis, and inspired all present with his fresh approach on Franciscan spirituality. The 
weekend was attended by 35 members and 5 enquirers.  
 
The Regional Family Day will be held on Sunday 30th September at Warrawong. The program 
will run from 10am-3pm. For those who would like to attend please email Lucy Bonanno 
ASAP lucybonanno@yahoo.com  
 

 
VICTORIA:	Moya	Roadley	ofs,	Regional	Minister 
The Victorian region has held two fraternity elections in Springvale and St 
Paschal’s 
The newly elected council at St joseph' Springvale are: 
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Minister - Helen Britton, Vice Minister - Anne Flood, Secretary - Tina Rana, Treasurer - Bev 
Pertiatis, Formator - Ann Sheridan, Promotion Officer - Aylin Sinesk, delegate to chapters - 
Anne Flood. 
 
The newly elected council at St Paschal's, Box Hill are: 
Minister - Maurice Ferdinando, Vice Minister - Patrick Lam, Secretary – Sue 
Ferdinando, Formator - Moya Roadley,  Treasurer - Heather Keown, Promotion Officer  
Martin Prest, delegate to chapters - Lena Watt. 
 
On Sunday 7th October we are celebrating the 40th year of the new rule at St Francis's  church 
Melbourne. We have chosen this day because they will celebrate High Mass for the feast  of St 
Francis. We will meet afterwards in the pastoral centre for lunch. 
	

	
South	Australia:	Tony	Bartemucci	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
The Transitus of St Clare was held on the 10th August at the St Francis Assisi Parish 
Church. A very good turnout of about forty people attended, including the St 
Anthony Franciscan Sisters and two Members from the Lockleys Fraternity. 
Fr John Nguyen OFM Cap was the, celebrant, while different rolls were played 

by the OFS Members including five member who each prayed the five wounds of Jesus Christ. 
 
St Clare luncheon and raffle was held on the 12th August at St Francis Parish Hall, Newton. It 
was well attended with about 55 members, including some members of their families, and four 
members from other fraternities and several Religious. The hall setup featured six nicely 
prepared tables with proper crockery and cutlery (save the earth by not using paper plates). 
Shared food offered a plentiful assortment of food. A piano Accordion played by a member of 
the choir of St Francis provided enjoyable entertaining music. Everyone had a great time. Maria 
Iadanza was our newly discovered auctioneer with excellent results. The raffle of three hamper 
baskets was raffled again with great results. A big thank you to all who participated in making 
this day a success.  
 
St Louis IX of France, OFS Patron, was celebrated on the 25th August with croissants, tea and 
coffee, after the 8am Saturday Mass. About 40 people attended, including parishioners and 
Religious. The event provided good fellowship and helped promote the OFS in the parish.. 
 
 

Western	Australia:	Angela	McGuire	ofs,	Regional	Minister 
Greetings from Western Australia! Due to a family wedding I was not able to attend 
the National Non-Elective Chapter and Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation this year. 
Our delegate Michael McGuire for the same reason did not attend. Anne-Marie 
Langdon our Regional Vice Minister and Regional Promotions Officer was 
delighted to attend as the delegate from WA. It was good to hear of such happy times 

of fraternity and much encouragement for the future. Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity 
celebrated forty years of the new Rule with a Mass celebrated by Emeritus Bishop Justin 
Bianchini and lunch at a café to follow. St Mary the Immaculate Conception Fraternity 
acknowledged this milestone with their Formation on The Rule at their Fraternity Meeting. The 
ceremony of the Feast of the Stigmata was hosted by Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity. There 
is still a cloud of sadness over us following the sudden death of Harry Argus ofs. Harry radiated 
the light of Christ wherever he was. Please see his Obituary in this Newsletter. All God’s Peace 
and Blessings. 
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Members of Queensland holding a promotions stall 
 

Members at the NSW Regional Retreat 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 
 

30 September  - NSW annual Family Day, Warrawong 
3 November  - NSW Regional Non-Elective Chapter 
9-10 November - National Council Meeting, Adelaide 
30 Nov-2 Dec  - WA Regional Retreat 
 
 

Fr Joe McKay leading the NSW Regional Retreat 
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Testimonial of a Secular Franciscan 
Beata Dawidowska ofs – St Francis of Assisi Fraternity, Newton, S.A. 

  I	was	born	in	Poland,	grew	up	in	a	communist	
country	and	most	of	my	family	were	 “regular	
catholic”	 which	 meant	 celebrating	 Christmas	
and	Easter.	I	knew	about	God,	but	I	didn’t	know	
Him.	To	be	honest	I	was	afraid	of	God	and	 to	
please	 Him	 I	 tried	 very	 hard	 to	 be	 perfect.	
Despite	of	my	‘wicked’	childhood,	I	dare	to	say	
that	I	was	born	with	the	Franciscan	spirit,	but	
the	world	took	me	down	another	path	for	some	
time.	
I	 remember,	as	a	 five-year-old	girl	 I	 attended	
Holy	Mass	with	other	kids	from	my	household	
and	 I	 was	 the	money	 keeper.	 After	 Mass	 we	
were	planning	to	buy	some	sweets	to	share.	On	
that	 day	 the	 Gospel	 reading	 was	 about	 the	
evangelical	widow	who	gave	as	a	sacrifice	her	
last	 penny.	 I	 was	 so	 moved	 by	 the	 scripture	
that	 I	 put	 all	 our	 money	 in	 the	 collection!	
Believe	me	I	was	in	a	big	trouble	from	all	 the	
kids.	
For	the	most	of	my	life	I	was	escaping,	not	even	
knowing	why	and	where.	As	with	other	people	
I	was	also	 looking	 for	deeper	meaning	of	 life,	
not	always	in	proper	places	and	doing	the	right	
things.	I	guess,	I	didn’t	know	how	to	live	my	life.	
Making	 wrong	 life	 decisions,	 I	 could	 not	 fit	
anywhere.	 I	 lived	 in	 total	 darkness.	 One	
positive	 outcome	 is	 that	 to	 see	 the	 light,	 we	
need	to	go	through	darkness.		
I	decided	to	come	to	Australia,	 from	Poland.	I	
was	looking	for	true	love	and	here	Lord	Jesus	
met	me.	After	a	few	years	of	trying	to	sort	out	
my	Australian	life	by	myself,	I	was	involved	in	
the	 car	 accident.	 He	 saved	 me	 from	 that	
motorcar	accident	to	remind	me	to	be	aware	of	
the	fact	that	we	never	know	the	last	day,	and	
pointed	 to	 the	 Gospel	 reading	 Col.3:1-4:18	
(New	 Life	 in	 Christ)	 and	 directed	 me	 to	 the	
Secular	 Franciscan	 Order,	 where	 I	 know	 I	
belong.	He	is	helping	me	to	accept	the	truth	of	
myself,	 the	 truth	 that	 I	 am	 not	 perfect,	 and	
nobody	is.	He	is	helping	me	to	forgive	

others	 and	 myself	 and	 to	 be	 grateful	 for	
everyone	in	my	life;	especially	for	my	family	
and	for	all	my	Franciscan	brothers	and	sisters	
from	 whom	 I	 get	 all	 the	 support	 and	 love	
needed	to	grow	in	my	journey	of	faith.		By	the	
grace	of	God	my	conversion	from	catholicism	
to	Catholicism	took	place,	and	since	then	Jesus	
Christ	 is	my	way,	my	 truth	 and	my	 life.	 The	
deep	desire	of	my	heart	is	to	live	a	Christ-life.	
My	life	is	still	under	construction,	that	means	
a	 life	 of	 continual	 conversion	 to	 reach	
perfection	 of	 love	 and	 total	 conformation	 to	
Christ	as	St	Francis	did.	
The	 life	 of	 St	 Francis	 was	 always	 an	
inspiration	 to	me.	He	 lived	 in	 total	harmony	
with	 all	 creatures.	 He	 was	 aware	 of	 God’s	
presence	 at	 every	moment.	 I	 am	 so	 grateful	
for	 being	 Franciscan,	 through	 ongoing	
formation	 my	 life	 has	 changed,	 I	 have	
changed,	 and	 I	 am	 learning	 to	 see	 world	
around	 me	 with	 a	 different	 perception.	 For	
me	to	be	a	Secular	Franciscan,	means	to	live	a	
life	 of	 deeper	 Faith,	 being	 aware	 of	 that	 the	
Christian	life	is	not	simply	living	up	to	the	Ten	
Commandments,	 but	 living	 out	 the	 life	 that	
Jesus	 Christ	 lived	 and	 proclaimed	 on	 the	
Mount,	 The	 Beatitudes,	 being	 poor,	 meek,	
merciful,	peacemakers,	by	 following	Him,	by	
imitating	Him.	We	 are	 called	 to	 be	 light	 and	
salt	 for	 the	 world.	 St	 Francis	 was	 called	 to	
rebuild	 the	 Church,	 not	 a	 building,	 but	 the	
Church	 as	 community.	 To	 rebuild	 the	 spirit.		
As	 with	 our	 Seraphic	 Father,	 we	 are	 also	
called	 to	 be	 an	 instrument	 of	 God’s	 peace,	
show	love	where	there	is	hatred,	show	pardon	
where	 there	 is	 injury,	 faith	 where	 there	 is	
doubt,	and	hope	where	there	is	despair,	light	
where	there	is	darkness	and	joy	where	there	
is	 sadness.	 St	 Francis	 consoled,	 he	
understood,	 he	 loved,	 he	 gave,	he	pardoned,	
and	he	welcomed	Sister	Death	with	joy	so	that	
he	was	born	to	eternal	life.	Let	us	do	as	he	did.	
The	world	needs	St	Francis	today.	
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Josephine Bos  
19th October 1953 – 19th July 2018 

St Francis of Assisi Fraternity, Warrawong NSW 

Recently sister death came upon Warrawong Fraternity. On the nineteenth of 
July 2018 one of our members, Josephine Bos passed away. Josephine had 
been a member of the Warrawong OFS since 3rd October 2016. She was 
very devout to the order and was always ready to give response to any 
Franciscan readings. She always had a smile on her face. Josephine was 
born in Mudgee NSW. Her Family later moved to Wollongong, then later in 
settled in Warrawong with her husband and son (Peter Hindson OFS, our 
secretary). Josephine worked in different fields of work; she spent 20 years 
primarily working in Gastro, Renal, Cancer Care and Palliative. Late last year 
Josephine had a pain in her abdomen, she had her Gall Bladder removed. 

March this year she had another pain and was admitted to hospital again. After many tests she 
was advised that she had stage 3 cancer. She was laid to rest on the 19th July. She was very much 
loved by our Order. We will miss her smile and laughter that she brought to each meeting. 
“Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace 
Amen”  
  
Paul Portelli , OFS Minister Warrawong 
 

Harry Argus  
4th November 1947 – 18th June  

“Our Lady of the House of Gold Fraternity, Kalgoorlie, WA 
Harry Joseph Argus grew up in Ora Banda on his parent’s pastoral property Mt 
Carnage Station. After finishing his schooling at the age of 14, Harry returned 
home and worked on the family pastoral property. After the death of his mother 
in 1971, and father in 1974, Harry joined the Benedictine order community at 
New Norcia, became the bread maker of the famous New Norcia bread, learnt 
the art of Olive oil making and ran the piggery. During his time there he studied 
Year 11 & 12 by correspondence. It was towards the late 80’s that Harry moved 
to Sydney to the seminary to study for the priesthood, however, in the early 90’s 
Harry took leave from the seminary and returned to Western Australia. He 

worked at the Swan Valley Shire in outer Perth for a short period of time before returning to 
Kalgoorlie in 1993 when he commenced his employment with Gold Rush Tours, until illness struck 
him down just recently. 
 
Harry’s Christian values never changed. Over the last 25 years he has been an active parishioner 
within the St Mary’s Parish Kalgoorlie. He was an acolyte, a committee member on the parish and 
always a helping hand to the priests. He loved God and he loved his Catholic Church. Harry’s faith 
very much defined the man he was and the man we all loved. Harry was also a member for fourteen 
years of the Secular Franciscan Order. His humble conduct and gentle demeanour meant that 
people found themselves naturally drawn to him and interest soon grew in the Secular Franciscan 
Order.  So much so, that on the 13th of March this year the Goldfield’s Fraternity was established. 
Called “Our Lady of the House of Gold.” Harry was the inspiration and driving force for this fraternity 
and the local Minister. 
We treasure the love you gave us, and the life and years we shared.  As long as life and memoires 
last, you will live forever in our hearts.  God be with you, till we meet again.  
 

OBITUARIES 

(Adapted from the eulogy given by Harry’s niece Eliza) 
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Top	Nine	Takeaways	from	‘Gaudete	et	Exsultate’	
 
1. Holiness is necessary for our happiness: The Pope is encouraging and challenging us on the path 
to holiness because holiness is necessary for our happiness – in order to bring out the best of who we 
are and to embrace the unique plan of God for us and for the world. 
 
2. Holiness entails action: Pope Francis is clear that our personal call to holiness entails action. It is 
achieved in the context of the saints in heaven, our communities around us and the wider suffering of our 
brothers and sisters.  A person seeking holiness cannot ignore injustice and should seek social change, 
recognising that holiness cannot be understood apart from the recognition of the dignity of each human 
being.  Our whole life must be seen as a mission and a way of building God’s Kingdom – the ultimate 
criterion on which our life will be judged is what we have done for others. 
 
3. Pope Francis warns of dangers on the spiritual journey: The Pope offers practical support and advice 
for our journey – how to get there as well as warning of dangers facing us on our journey.  Dangers in 
false forms of holiness, violence in our thoughts and daily lives, digital communications, consumerism as 
well as the very real and present danger of satan himself.  The Pope asks us to discern any traces of these 
blocks to holiness in our lives and warns us not to let our guard down – our path to holiness is a spiritual 
battle. 
 
4. We are encouraged to live out the Beatitudes: Pope Francis encourages each of us in our own way to 
live out the Beatitudes in our lives. He gives very practical ways of how to take on these challenges. 
 
5. Five great expressions of love of God and of neighbour: Pope Francis offers five great expressions 
of love of God and of neighbour that he considers of particular importance in the light of certain dangers 
and limitations present in today’s culture:Perseverance, Patience and Meekness; Joy and a Sense of 
Humour; Boldness and Passion; Community; and Constant Prayer.  These signs of true holiness make it 
possible for us to give a witness of holiness in our fast-paced, noisy and aggressive world. 
 
6. Live lives of simplicity: In order to be able to reach out to others, Pope Francis urges us to live lives of 
simplicity resisting the demands of a consumerist society that leaves us unsatisfied and anxious. 
 
7. Discern the Spirit for our time in obedience to the Gospel and the Magisterium: The Pope maintains 
that this attitude of listening entails obedience to the Gospel and to the Magisterium and is not a matter of 
applying rules but in discerning the Spirit for our time with the dynamic capacity to pose questions, doubts 
and inquiries. Contrary to the promptings of the Spirit, the life of the Church can become a museum piece 
or the possession of a select few. 
 
9. We are encouraged to go where humanity is most wounded: The exhortation ends on a note of joy 
and rejoicing, encouraging us to go to where humanity is most wounded and where people are seeking an 
answer to the question of life’s meaning. 

                    Taken from: http://ctscatholiccompass.org 
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 Secular Franciscan Saints 

  

SEPTEMBER 
St Rose of Viterbo 

1233-1251 
 

Before she could speak, 
Rose attempted to 
pronounce the sweet name 
of Jesus. As a small child she 
had several miracles 
attributed to her, including 
the raising of her deceased 
aunt during her funeral. On 
another occasion while she 
was sneaking bread away for 
the poor, her father asked 
her what was in her apron. 
When she had opened it, 
beautiful roses were found 
inside. Before her tenth 
birthday the Virgin Mary 
appeared to Rose asking her 
to join the Third Order of St 
Francis. Shortly after our 
Lord appeared to her on his 
cross wearing the crown of 
thorns and bleeding 
profusely. She then took a 
cross in her hands and went 
onto the street telling the 
people the terrible torture our 
Lord suffered because of sin. 
Through her sermons many 
people were converted, 
including an accused 
sorceress who turned to God 
after seeing Rose who had 
stepped into the flames of a 
pile of burning wood and 
remained there for three 
hours unharmed while 
singing the praises of God.  

 

OCTOBER 
Bl Contardo Ferrini 

1859-1902 
 
Bl Contardo is a shining 
example of a man who 
achieved great success in 
the secular world, while 
never abandoning his love for 
the Catholic faith. At the age 
of twenty-one he attained a 
doctorate in law and was 
awarded a government 
scholarship to study abroad 
in Berlin, where he gained 
international fame through 
his studies of Roman-
Byzantine law. In spite of the 
German prejudice against 
Catholics, Contrado never 
stopped publicly professing 
his faith. On return to Italy he 
taught at several higher 
institutions, and later 
received his first 
professorship at the 
University of Pavia, aged 
twenty-six. Bl Contrado 
attended daily mass and 
spend time each day in 
spiritual meditation. He would 
often read his favourite books 
– the Sacred Scriptures – 
and read them in the original 
languages. In 1886 Contrado 
joined the Third Order of St 
Francis and faithfully followed 
the spirit of the Order 
throughout his life. He was 
also a member of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society.  
 

 
 

 

NOVEMBER 
St Elizabeth,  

Queen of Hungary 
1207-1231 

Born into royalty, as a young 
child she delighted in visiting 
the poor and sick and felt 
much joy in providing for 
their needs. Elizabeth 
married her childhood friend, 
Louis, ruler of Thuringia, 
whom she loved dearly. 
Together they bore three 
children. Elizabeth used her 
royal position to advance her 
remarkable generosity and 
charity towards the poor. She 
dressed poorly, often giving 
her royal clothing and jewels 
to the needy, while also 
providing bread to the 
poorest in the land who 
came to her gate daily. 
Elizabeth continued to 
devote her life to the sick and 
poor in a hospital which she 
founded in honour of St 
Francis of Assisi, which was 
said to have provided for 
nearly a thousand poor 
people daily. After six years 
of marriage Louis died from 
illness, and Elizabeth was 
grief-stricken. In 1228 she 
joined the Third Order of St 
Francis. Elizabeth died at the 
age of 24. Her extraordinary 
life as a Franciscan has 
today earnt her the honour of 
being the Patroness of the 
Secular Franciscan Order. 

 
 

This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia 
Please send news, articles, photos, etc. for inclusion in the  

Summer Newsletter by November 15, 2018 to 
Tony Bozicevic ofs: Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  

Articles longer than two pages may be edited.  
 


