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National Minister’s Message 
 
Peace and all goodness! 
 

This year on June 24th we began a year- long celebration of the 
40th Anniversary of the 1978 Rule of the Secular Franciscan 
Order. We must not lose sight of the fact that the Secular 
Franciscan Rule is nearly 800 years old. In 1221 the Church gave 
the Memoriale Propositi as a Rule to the Brothers and Sisters of 
Penance. It was approved by Honorius III. This rule has been 
updated by the Church several times throughout the centuries to 
become the treasure the Secular Franciscans have today. 
 

Our Rule establishes the nature, purpose and spirit of the OFS. 
The present Rule adapts the Secular Franciscan way of life to 
the needs and expectations of the Holy Church in the conditions 
of changing times. Let us invoke the Holy Spirit, whom St 
Francis described as the Minister General of the Order, to assist 
us to understand how important the Rule is to living out our 
Secular Franciscan Vocation. 
 

We need to use this ruby anniversary of the Rule as an 
opportunity to review our Secular Franciscan way of life in 
Australia. It is fortuitous that on September 11th - 14th the 
National Fraternity will be celebrating a Pastoral and Fraternal 
Visitation. Augustine Yoon ofs, member of the Presidency will 
be the Fraternal Visitor, and the Pastoral Visitor is Fr. Pedro 
Zitha O.F.M. The visitation will include speaking with 
members of our Order from local, regional and national 
fraternities, including Spiritual Assistants.  
 

The feedback from the visitors will assist the National Council 
to animate and guide the Order here in Australia into the future. 
The Visitation is preceding the National Non-Elective Chapter 
at which the theme will be “As you sent me into the world, so I 
sent them into the world.” Finally, I ask you all to pray each day 
the following prayer for the Visitation and Chapter: 
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… National Minister’s message cont. 
 

God our Father, 
we thank you for your ever-presence in our lives, 

in the year we celebrate the 40th Anniversary of our Rule 
and as we prepare for our Visitation and Chapter 

we invoke the Holy Spirit 
to purify, enlighten and inflame our hearts 

with the fire of Divine Love. 
 

Lord God, 
we pray that those participating, 

may seek the living and active person of Jesus Christ, 
in their brothers and Sisters 

and rejoice in the gift and treasure 
of our Secular Franciscan vocation. 

as they together celebrate the Visitation and Chapter. 
 

Most high God, 
we ask the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

your humble servant, 
to pray that the delegates will welcome in faith 

the Holy Spirit’s guidance in wisdom 
to discern the best decisions for the future 

of the Secular Franciscan Order in Australia. 
 

All powerful God, 
we pray that as the delegates go forth from this experience 

that they may, 
through the example and intercession of St Francis. 

continue to live the Gospel life, 
remembering: 

“As you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world “ 
to bring much love, peace and joy to all. 

Amen. 
 
Fraternally, 
Lola Kelly 
National Minister 
	

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 
 

24 June  - Jubilee year begins for the 40 years anniversary of the new OFS Rule 
27-29 July  - NSW Regional Retreat, Kensington 
3-4 August  - National council meeting, Adelaide 
11-14 September - Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation, Baulkham Hills 
14-16 September - Non-Elective Chapter – Pastoral and Fraternal Visitation 
30 September  - NSW annual Family Day, Warrawong 
3 November  - NSW Regional Non-Elective Chapter 
9-10 November - National Council Meeting, Adelaide 
30 Nov-2 Dec  - WA Regional Retreat 
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CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER 

NSW/ACT: Emil Perosh ofs  nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 
South Australia: Tony Bartemucci ofs  sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Queensland: Larry Cox ofs qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  
Western Australia: Angela McGuire ofs wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 
Victoria Moya: Roadley ofs vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   

 

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

Trilogy 
 

The new “Trilogy” contains the “The Rule and 
Commentary”, “The General Constitutions” and 
“The Ritual” (Different from the previous 
publication.)  
Please contact Fr John Cooper to order your copy: 
friarc4@gmail.com Payments need to be made to 
the National Treasurer, Emil Perosh: 
epero.ofs@gmail.com  
 

 
Supporting the OFS Family 

 
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Family	 this	 year	 please	 send	
your	 donations	 via	 electronic	 online	
banking	 ONLY.	 Please	 do	 not	 try	 to	
deposit	 through	 a	 branch	 as	 these	
payments	 cannot	 be	 made	 to	 our	
account.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	062	784	
Account	No:	25975200	
 

National Necrology 
 

Please remember to send in articles for the National 
Necrology to Moya Roadley 
moyaroadley@hotmail.com Let us always 
remember our members who have gone before us. 
 

 

	

	 Project	Adoption	
PLEASE	NOTE	NEW	ADDRESS	

Donations	
	

Michael	McGuire	OFS	
PO	BOX	2116	
STH	YOKINE,		
Western	Australia,	6060	
	
Phone:	(08)	9275	5658	
Email:	angelmich@bigpond.com	

(This	is	an	OFS	charity	with	no	overheads)	

REGULAR NOTICES 
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Queensland:	Larry	Cox	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
The	 OFS	 members	 of	 Kedron	 and	 Wynnum	 attended	 the	 annual	 Corpus	
Christi	Procession	through	Brisbane	Central,	from	the	Cathedral,	carrying	the	
OFS	Banner.	The	Catholic	Leader	from	Sunday	10	June	had	a	front-page	photo	
of	 the Processions,	 and	 the	OFS	Banner	was	 clearly	visible	amongst	many	
others.		

	
Our	Queensland	Regional	Reflection	Day,	Sat	28	April,	went	very	well,	with	presentations	
and discussions	around	the	history	of	the	OFS	Rule,	with	workshopping	more	in-depth	
aspects	of	the	Rule.		
	
Regional	Council	meeting	Sat	19	May,	with	introduction	of	Fr	Stanley	Chungath,	OFM	Cap	
to	members	of	the	regional	council.	A	previous	meeting	was	held	with	Fr	Stanley,	and	
members	of	the	Guardian	Angels	Fraternity,	Wynnum,	followed	by	Mass.		
	
Sr	Clara	Condon,	recent	Spiritual	Assistant	 for	the	Sacred	Heart	Fraternity,	Gold	Coast	
(now	in recession),	has	now	moved	to	the	Delamore	Franciscan	Centre	at	Kedron,	Qld.		
Sadly,	 the	husband	of	Mary	Mennis	 (OFS	Holy	Spirit	Fraternity	Kedron)	passed	away,	
with	the funeral	being	held	on	25	May,	with	many	of	 the	Kedron	Fraternity	members	
present	to	support	her.		
Pax	et	bonum		
	
	

New	South	Wales/ACT:	Emil	Perosh	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
It	 is	with	great	sadness	that	we	have	had	to	accept	 the	resignation	of	Fr	
Norbert	 Pittorino	OFM	 as	 our	 regional	 Spiritual	 Assistant,	 due	 to	 health	
reasons.	 On	 June	 24th	 the	 region	 held	 a	 special	 lunch	 in	 honour	 of	 Fr	
Norbert.	Please	see	the	report	in	this	newsletter.		

	
Our	regional	apostolate,	House	of	Welcome,	is	in	serious	need	of	supplies.	Their	supply	
levels	are	considerably	 low,	meaning	they	are	finding	 it	difficult	 to	reach	out	and	help	
those	in	need.	Fraternities	are	asked	if	they	can	please	donate	non-perishable	foods	or	
Coles/Woolworths	vouchers.		
	
A	formation	seminar	was	held	from	14th-15th	April	at	Kensington.	It	was	pleasing	to	have	
25	members	attend.	The	seminar	was	facilitated	by	Fr	Norbert	and	introduced	the	new	
formation	booklet	which	he	has	been	working	on	for	some	years	now.	Many	thanks	to	
Peggy	McNeil,	 National	 Formator,	who	 presented	 several	 insightful	 sessions.	We	 also	
wish	to	thank	Barry	Blake	for	his	dedication	and	hard	work	in	organising	the	weekend.		
	
We	look	forward	to	our	annual	regional	retreat	which	will	be	held	from	July	27-29.	We	
are	pleased	to	welcome	for	the	first	time	Fr	Joe	McKay	whose	theme	will	be	“Pray	like	St	
Francis	 –	 becoming	 prayer.”	 Click	 the	 link	 below	 to	 download	 the	 registration	 form:	
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/announcements/regional-retreat-sydney		
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Recently	 elections	were	held	 at	 Central	 Coast	 and	 Silverwater.	 Congratulations	 to	 the	
newly	elected	councils.		
	

 
VICTORIA:	Moya	Roadley	ofs,	Regional	Minister 
We have held two regional meetings since our elections in February and all is 
going well. Each fraternity have asked for elections – St Paschal's, Box Hill, 
was to be held on Sunday 17th June, however was cancelled due to bad 

weather. St Joseph's, Springvale, in August; and St Anthony's in November as they have had 
there’s last year. 
 
Our regional retreat was a great success. Fr Joe McKay gave us three talks. There was also 
reconciliation and adoration. He really made us think about our vocation as Secular 
Franciscans and how we should carry it out into the world. 
 
We are planning a mass at St Francis' church in Melbourne for the 40th anniversary of the 
Rule. It will be in early August.  
 
We have also informed Archbishop Hart of Melbourne of the new Regional Council and he 
wrote back thanking us for keeping him informed.  
God bless! 
	
	

South	Australia:	Tony	Bartemucci	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
The	Regional	Fraternity	of	SA	held	its	annual	retreat	on	the	weekend	of	4-6th	
May	at	the	Monastery,	Glen	Osmond.	The	theme	was	"What	does	it	mean	to	be	
a	 Member	 of	 the	 SFO	 for	 Life?"	 Fr	 John	 Cooper	 OFM	 Cap,	 assistant	 retreat	
master	Fr	 John	Nguyen	OFM	Cap.	Sr	Quintilia,	of	 the	Franciscan	Sisters	of	St	

Anthony,	 gave	 a	mini-retreat	 on	 the	 Saturday	 in	 Italian,	 for	 the	 Italian	 speakers.	 The	
feedback	from	the	Members	was	pleasing.	All	enjoyed	the	talks	from	the	retreat	masters,	
and	the	food	was	enjoyable	as	well.	Overall	it	was	a	great	weekend.	
	
Peggy	McNeil,	Regional	Formator,	gave	an	all-day	formation	workshop	on	the	26th	May	
to	formators	and	members	interested	in	formation.		
Pax	et	Bonum!	
	
	

Western	Australia:	Angela	McGuire	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
We	are	sad	that	Sister	Death	called	Priscilla	Gilbert	ofs	on	17th	March	2018.	
Priscilla	was	professed	 into	St	Mary	 the	 Immaculate	Conception	Fraternity,	
Perth,	56	years	ago.	She	had	been	residing	in	a	Nursing	Home	for	many	months	
and	was	regularly	visited	by	Perth	Fraternity	members.	Emeritus	Archbishop	
Hickey	gave	her	the	last	rites	just	an	hour	before	her	death.			

	
Eight	people	travelled	the	416km	from	Perth	to	Geraldton	for	the	wonderful	occasion	of	
the	Profession	of	Jo	Burgemeister	into	Our	Lady’s	Assumption	Fraternity	Balcatta	on	28th	
April	 2018,	 at	 St	 Francis	 Xavier	 Cathedral.	 Jo	 lives	 at	 Meekatharra,	 500km	 east	 of	
Geraldton.	 Helen	 Corry,	 the	 delegated	 Fraternity	 Minister,	 professed	 Jo,	 and	 Bishop	
Michael	Morrisey	presided	at	the	Ceremony	and	Mass.			
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Our	Regional	Non-Elective	Chapter	was	held	on	2nd	June	2018.	We	discussed	many	and	
varied	topics	including	Project	Adoption	with	the	Manager	Michael	McGuire	living	in	WA.	
A	 good	 discussion	 and	 questionnaire	 was	 answered	 on	 how	 can	 we	 take	 Franciscan	
Spirituality	to	remote	and	regional	areas	in	WA,	and	we	unravelled	some	of	the	major	
points	 from	 the	 large	 volume	 of	 papers	 from	 the	 General	 Chapter	 held	 in	 Rome	 in	
November	2017.			
	
Thank	 you	 for	 all	 your	 prayers	 for	 Harry	 Argus,	 Fraternity	 Minister	 of	 the	 newly	
Canonically	Established	Fraternity	in	the	Goldfields.	Sadly,	he	passed	away	on	June	18th.	
May	he	rest	in	peace.		
	
May	you	all	have	Peace	and	everything	good.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Above: Members of the NSW region during the 
formation seminar in April. 
 

Right: Two photos from the Queensland Regional 
Reflection Day in April. 

 

Members of the Sts Anne & Joachin Fraternity, Central 
Coast, NSW, celebrating their Elective-Chapter 

The newly elected council at the “Hills” fraternity, 
Kellyville, who celebrated their elections in June. 
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The Korean fraternity of Our Lady of the Rosary, 
Silverwater celebrating their Non-Elective Chapter.  

 

Congratulations to Jo Burgemeister who was 
professed into Our Lady’s Assumption 
Fraternity Balcatta on 28th April. 
 
 
 

The South Australian regional retreat 

The Victorian regional retreat 
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On June 24th, the NSW/ACT region held a special lunch at 
Coogee Legions Club in honour of Fr Norbert Pittorino OFM, 
as he retires as the Spiritual Assistant for the Secular 
Franciscans. The lunch was also a celebration to start the fortieth 
anniversary year of the OFS Rule.  
 
Fr Norbert began working with the Secular Franciscans in 1992 
in Papua New Guinea, where he started a fraternity in one of the 
villages. There he taught the poor people, who already had 
nothing, how to live a spirit of poverty, meaning, to be like the 
Lord in not even wanting to have material goods.  
 
During his time in PNG Fr Norbert became most impressed with 
the rule of the Secular Franciscan Order. He said that it became 
such a beautiful document that he fell in love with it as it 
expressed so well the Franciscan ideals, especially in the 

Prologue, which Fr Norbert described as a ‘parable.’ He reminded those present that the more 
you reflect on the rule and on its message, the more you see it talks about our approach on life. 
The rule is full of deep spirituality, and from our personal point of view we need to reflect on 
“has the rule changed us – has it made a difference?’ Let it change you, let it be that 
transformation that makes you into a Secular Franciscan.” Fr Norbert finished by thanking 
everyone for the friendship. He said that what he has done for the OFS has been a labour of 
love and he hopes he will continue to do something for us. 
 
The NSW/ACT regional minister, Emil Perosh ofs, thanked Fr Norbert for all he has done for 
the Order – including his work preparing the new formation manual (which alone has taken ten 
years), as well as his service in visiting the fourteen fraternities throughout the region for each 
election and visitation. Emil said that “the amount of work Fr Norbert has done for us has been 
phenomenal! His commitment to our Order serves as a testimony – a testimony to his 
Franciscan calling, and to his faithfulness and commitment.”  
 
	

Thank You Fr Norbert 
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Testimonial of a Secular Franciscan 
Diana Venturini ofs – Christ the King Fraternity, Lockleys, S.A. 

  
My journey began about 12 years ago 
when I went to Europe with a group of five 
girls, visiting places like Fatima, Lourdes, 
Medjugorje and Rome and finishing our 
one-month tour in Assisi. We were there 
for a few days and stayed in a convent just 
outside Assisi. It was a most wonderful 
time. We saw the places where St Francis 
lived and prayed – it was humbling. 
 
In the Basilica de Santa Maria degli 
Angeli was La Portunucula, the church 
which St Francis rebuilt. We were there 
for the Transitus of St Francis. What an 
experience this was – one of the many life 
changing moments. I had been to Assisi 
twice before but not quite like this time. I 
certainly saw things in a different light. 
 
There were many changes in my life. I was 
searching but not realising what I wanted. 
I had just retired from work and I was all 
over the place. I don't think I honestly 
understood that I could have a relationship 
with God, and it was when I came home 
from this trip that this was the beginning 
of my conversion. St Francis and Assisi 
left their mark on me. 
 
When I arrived home from my trip I was 
not prepared for this. There was a health 
crisis with one of my sons. It was then that 
I knew deep down in my soul that God was 
guiding me and preparing me for what I 
was about to confront. With the right help 
we were able to get over this ordeal. 
	

My friend, who asked me to go on this 
trip, was already a professed Franciscan, 
and asked if I would like to come to one 
of the fraternity meetings. I accepted the 
invitation. In the beginning I went 
occasionally and wasn’t sure at first. I 
guess making a commitment can hold 
you back. It took me a couple of years 
before I was professed on the 8th 
December, 2010, on the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, at Christ the 
King Church, Lockleys. On that date I 
became part of the Franciscan family.  
 
Being Franciscan encourages us to live 
the gospel life of Jesus Christ in our 
daily life, in our homes, our work life 
and in our fraternity. St Francis teaches 
us to have a special relationship and 
bond with God to help us to pray, be 
humble etc. All the qualities St Francis 
displayed. I find that Franciscan 
spirituality gives me this and more. It’s 
my guide, and yes, like all things, there 
are times when it can be difficult – our 
lives being so complicated with work, 
family and other commitments.  
 
St Francis kept things simple. I also like 
the idea of contemplation, being 
absorbed in prayer or just stillness, 
something not always possible, but one 
thing for certain –  my life has been 
enriched by being a Franciscan. 
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Priscilla	Frances	Gilbert	was	born	on	1	July	1942.		Sister	Death	
came	to	Priscilla	at	Mercy	Place	Aged	Care	on	17th	March	2018.		
On	 22	 October	 1961	 Priscilla	 was	 professed	 into	 Perth	
Fraternity	 (St	 Mary	 the	 Immaculate	 Conception).	 	 Priscilla’s	
Mother	 and	 Grandmother	 were	 also	 both	 members	 of	 the	
Secular	Franciscan	Order….then	known	as	The	Third	Order	of	St	
Francis.			
	
Priscilla	 was	 a	 most	 admired	 and	 loved	 member	 of	 Perth	
Fraternity	for	57	years.		She	served	on	the	Fraternity	Council	as	
Infirmarian	and	Formator.		Priscilla	was	a	kind,	gentle	and	non	

judgemental	 person	 with	 a	 peaceful	 presence.	 	 She	 attended	 Franciscan	 events	 and	
gatherings	in	the	latter	years	as	her	health	allowed.		
	
Priscilla	was	an	extraordinary	minister	of	 the	Eucharist	 at	 St	Mary’s	Cathedral	 and	St	
Catherine	Laboure	Church	Subiaco.		On	8	December	1997	Priscilla	made	her	vows	as	a	
consecrated	virgin	 in	 the	presence	of	Archbishop	Barry	Hickey	 in	St	Mary’s	Cathedral	
Perth.		Priscilla	is	dressed	in	her	bridal	gown	in	her	coffin.		
	
Priscilla’s	 funeral	 Mass	 was	 celebrated	 by	 Emeritus	 Archbishop	 Barry	 Hickey	 on	 27	
March	2018	at	St	Francis	Xavier	Church	East	Perth.		During	the	Mass	Archbishop	Hickey	
said	that	Priscilla	lived	her	franciscan	life	without	compromise.	
	
A	number	of	Priscilla’s	franciscan	brothers	and	sisters	visited	her	whilst	she	was	in	Mercy	
Place	Aged	Care.		
	
May	she	rest	in	peace.		
	
Michael	McGuire	ofs	
 
	

OBITUARIES 

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, 
From whose embrace no living person can escape. 

Woe to those who die in mortal sin! 
Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. 

The second death can do no harm to them. 

 
St	Francis	of	Assisi	
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Pope	Francis	calls	us	to	‘Rejoice	and	Exult’	
Apostolic Exhortation on the  

call to holiness in today’s world 
 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	 	 	
	 	

Five	years	after	his	election,	Pope	Francis	has	decided	 to	publish	his	
third	apostolic	exhortation,	titled	Gaudete	et	Exsultate	(Rejoice	and	Be	
Glad).	As	the	subtitle	explicitly	states,	its	theme	is	“the	call	to	holiness	
in	 today’s	 world.”	 The	 pontiff	 launches	 a	 plain,	 essential	 message,	
indicating	that	what	counts,	what	is	the	essence	of	Christian	life	—	to	
use	the	terminology	of	St.	Ignatius	of	Loyola	—	is	to	“seek	and	find	God	
in	 all	 things,”	 following	 the	 instruction	 of	 his	 invitation	 to	
Jesuits:	curet	primo	Deum.	 This	 is	 the	 heart	 of	 every	 reform,	 both	
personal	and	ecclesial:	put	God	at	the	centre.	

On	becoming	pope,	Cardinal	Bergoglio	chose	the	name	Francis	for	this	
very	reason:	as	pontiff	he	has	embraced	the	mission	of	Francis	of	Assisi:	
to	“rebuild”	the	Church	in	the	sense	of	a	spiritual	reform	that	has	God	
at	its	center.	He	states:	“The	Lord	asks	everything	of	us,	and	in	return	
he	 offers	 us	 true	 life,	 the	 happiness	 for	 which	we	 were	 created.	 He	
wants	 us	 to	 be	 saints	 and	 not	 to	 settle	 for	 a	 bland	 and	 mediocre	
existence.”	

 This	 magisterial	 text	 does	 not	 seek	 to	 be	 a	 “treatise	 on	 holiness,	 containing	 definitions	 and	
distinctions	helpful	for	understanding	this	important	subject,	or	a	discussion	of	the	various	means	
of	sanctification.”	The	“modest	goal”	of	the	pope	“is	to	re-propose	the	call	to	holiness	in	a	practical	
way	for	our	own	time,	with	all	its	risks,	challenges	and	opportunities.”	And	in	this	sense	he	hopes	
that	his	“pages	will	prove	helpful	by	enabling	the	whole	Church	to	devote	herself	anew	to	promoting	
the	desire	for	holiness.”	As	we	shall	see,	this	papal	desire	has	discernment	as	its	beating	heart.	

Gaudete	et	Exsultate	is	composed	of	five	chapters.	The	starting	point	is	“the	call	to	holiness”	made	to	
all.	From	here	we	go	on	to	a	clear	identification	of	“two	subtle	enemies”	that	tend	to	turn	holiness	
into	elitist,	intellectual	or	voluntary	forms.	Then	it	gives	the	Gospel	Beatitudes	as	a	positive	model	
of	holiness	consisting	 in	following	 the	way	 “in	 the	 light	of	 the	Master”	and	not	a	vague	religious	
ideology.	 Next	 it	 describes	 some	 characteristics	 of	 holiness	 in	 the	 current	 world:	 patience	 and	
meekness,	 humor,	 courage	 and	 fervor,	 community	 life	 and	 constant	 prayer.	 The	 exhortation	
concludes	with	a	chapter	dedicated	to	the	spiritual	life	as	“combat,	vigilance	and	discernment.”	

—	Fr.	Antonio	Spadaro,	SJ	

 
Taken from catholicdigest.com 
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June 13 

June 30 

July 8 
June 13 

August 2 

August 11 

August 25 
June 13 

 CALENDAR 
of 

Franciscan Feasts 
 

	
St	Anthony	of	 Padua	 (1195-1231)	 Friar	Minor	–	Baptised	 as	 Ferdinand	de	
Bulloes	y	Taveira,	he	was	born	in	Lisbon,	Portugal.	In	1210	he	entered	the	Canons	
Regular	of	St	Augustine	and	two	years	later	was	ordained	a	priest.	On	seeing	the	
mortal	remains	of	the	first	Franciscan	martyrs	of	Morocco,	Ferdinand	joined	the	
Franciscans	 and	 changed	 his	 name	 to	 Anthony.	 Seeking	 martyrdom	 himself,	
Anthony	attempted	to	sail	to	Morocco,	however	after	being	blown	off-course	he	
landed	in	Italy	where	he	eventually	came	to	meet	St	Francis	of	Assisi.	St	Anthony	
spent	much	 time	 in	northern	 Italy	where	he	became	well	known	as	a	brilliant	
preacher.	There	he	also	performed	many	miracles.	He	died	in	Padua	at	the	age	of	
36	and	was	canonised	less	than	one	year	later.		
 
Bl. Raymond Lull (1235-1316) Secular Franciscan. Martyr – A native of Palma de 
Majorca, at the age of 30 Raymond became a hermit and then a Secular Franciscan. 
He spent much of his time finding a common interest between Christians, Jews and 
Muslims. He helped to found a school for languages and philosophy of the Middle 
East. From 1311-1315 he planned to convert the Moors, however on his return to Tunis 
in 1316 he was stoned to death.  
 
SS. Gregory Grassi, Hermine Grivot (virgin), and companions (+1900) Friars 
Minor & Secular Franciscans. Martyrs in China – Some 35,000 Catholics were 
killed during the Boxer Rebellion in China during the year 1900. Among them were 
three Franciscan bishops, four priests, one lay friar, seven Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary, seven Chinese seminarians (all Secular Franciscans) and seven Chinese laymen 
(four of them Secular Franciscans). Twenty-six of them were slashed to death. 
 
Our Lady of the Angels of the Portiuncula – Around 1208 the Abbot of the 
Benedictine monastery of Monte Subasio gave this small derelict chapel to St Francis 
of Assisi who restored it with his own hands. This became the home of St Francis and 
his first friars. It was here that St Clare devoted herself to God. An indulgence is 
granted to anyone who comes to the chapel with intentions to honour Our Lady of the 
Angels, reciting the Creed, one Our Father, Hail Mary, praying for the Pope’s 
intentions and fulfilling other conditions.  
 
St Clare of Assisi (1194-1253) Foundress of the Order Poor Clares (OSC). Virgin 
– Clare ran away from home at the age of 18 to follow St Francis, and to consecrate 
herself to living a gospel life, following the poverty and humility of Jesus and his 
Blessed Mother. Her privilege of poverty was authorised by the pope in 1228, and 
again in 1253. She spent her life in contemplative prayer focused on Jesus in his 
Infancy and Passion, and had a great devotion to the Eucharist. Before her death about 
110 Poor Clare communities had emerged. 
 
St Louis IX – King of France (1214-1270) Secular Franciscan – Patron of the 
Secular Franciscan Order, he married in 1233 and had ten children. He was  succeeded 
to the throne at the age of 12 and remained King for 44 years. Louis promoted justice 
and peace, and protected the French clergy from secular leaders. He was devoted to 
his people founding hospitals, building churches, visiting the sick and caring for 
people with leprosy. Louis would eat with the poor on a daily basis and often served 
them himself.  
 


