
National Newsletter 
Winter Edition – June 2017 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Peace and all good! 
Where has the year gone? 
 
It seems incredible that we have now celebrated the Easter 
season and more recently celebrated the feast of 
Pentecost. We are reminded of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to the Apostles which gave them the courage, 
fortitude, insight, wisdom, kindness and understanding to 
go forth in their mission to spread the Good News of Our 
Lord to the world.  
 
We too are called as “Secular Franciscans, together with all 
people of good will, to live a more fraternal and evangelical 
life so that the kingdom of God may be brought about more 
effectively” (Rule Article 14). Thus we bring the love, peace 
and joy of the Lord to those around us in our ordinary daily 
living. 
 
Br Louis, Maria and myself have just recently returned from 
the inspiring 5th OFS and YouFra Asia and Oceania 
Congress where the theme was ‘conversion to be carried 
out every day’. Conversion calls each one of us to 
continuously change, enabling the Lord to become more 
alive in us. This was evident among my brothers and 
sisters at the Congress. It was also evident by the 
presentations, discussions and especially our time of 
fraternity at the end of each day that the Holy Spirit was 
present in each one of us. Many topics were covered and  
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and you will be able to read more about some of the key presentations and the 
summaries on the website. In addition a more detailed report is included in this 
Newsletter 
 
Another significant international event for the Franciscan family is the upcoming XV OFS 
General Chapter in November 2017 in Rome. As a National Fraternity we will be 
reflecting on the document “Insturmentum Laboris’ which will be the focus of the General 
Chapter. 
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…	National	Minister’s	message	cont.	

During the 2014 General Chapter, capitulars reflected on the theme “How should an 
order like the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) be managed at all levels?” Then each 
National Fraternity was  asked to reflect on the questions provided by CIOFS. The 
National Council of Australia sought and received feedback from fraternities at all 
levels. In addition, this was the theme of the National Assembly held in May, 2016.   
 
All the proposals received from 45 National Fraternities were considered by a 
Commission appointed by the CIOFS Presidency and the results were incorporated 
into the “Insturmentum Laboris’’. You have been sent a copy of this document. 
 
The document states that we are one family and therefore we are all responsible for 
the management of the Order. CIOFS is again asking the National Fraternities to reflect 
on the proposals on how to better manage our order in the current world. As the 
National Minister, I am asking that each Region and in turn each local fraternity spend 
time to prayerfully reflect and be guided by the Holy Spirit to provide feedback on the 8 
proposals. The feedback will be collated so that Australia’s position can be presented 
at the November General Chapter by our International Councillor, Andrea Burvill ofs. 
The proposals will have significant consequences for the management of the Order in 
the future. 
 
Finally, I never cease to be amazed at the wonderful gift of being called to be a Secular 
Franciscan. The blessing which I have, and we all receive, is the treasure of so many 
brothers and sisters with their unique gifts and we are all bound together by the love of 
our Lord and St Francis.  It is not our Order, but we are gifted to the Order and all we 
are asked to do is be open to the Holy Spirit and in turn to the will of the Lord in our 
daily lives. 
 
Lola Kelly ofs  
National Minister 
	

CALENDAR	OF	EVENTS	2017	
	

16-18	June	 	 -	NSW	Regional	Retreat,	Sydney	
11-12	August		 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
8-10	September	 -	OFS	National	Non-Elective	Chapter,	Baulkham	Hills	
23-24	September		 -	Retreat,	Bonny	Hills,	NSW	
27	Sep-12	Oct		 -	A	Franciscan	Pilgrimage	to	Italy	
30	September		 -	NSW	Region	Family	Day,	Penrose	Park	
4-11	November	 -	CIOFS,	XV	Ordinary	General	Chapter,	Rome	
10-11	November	 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
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6.			

 
RETREATS 

	

New South Wales Regional Retreat   
16th	–	18th	June.	Chevalier	Centre,	Kensington,	Sydney	

	
This	year	Fr	John	Cooper,	OFM;	Cap,	will	be	giving	retreats	in	both	Adelaide	and	Sydney.	
The	topic	will	be	‘Secular	Franciscan	Spirituality	and	the	Way	of	Life.’	
	
Regional	retreats	are	made	open	to	both	OFS	members	and	non-members	right	across	
Australia.	 Secular	 Franciscans	 are	 invited	 and	 encouraged	 to	 attend	 their	 annual	
retreats	 as	 a	 part	 of	 their	 ongoing	 formation.	 This	 is	 also	 a	wonderful	 opportunity	 to	
come	 together	 in	 true	 fraternity	 spirit	 to	meet	with	 other	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 of	 our	
Secular	 Franciscan	 family.	 Non-members	 are	 also	 encouraged	 to	 attend	 and	 discover	
what	it	is	to	be	a	Secular	Franciscan.		
	

Secular Franciscan Retreat 
23rd	–	24th	September.	Francis	Retreat,	Bonny	Hills,	NSW	

	
Our	Lady	of	 the	Annunciation	 fraternity,	Taree	will	be	hosting	a	 two-day	retreat	at	 the	
Francis	Retreat,	Bonny	Hills.	Fr	John	Cooper	OFM	Cap;	will	be	the	retreat	master.		
	
From:	10:00am	Saturday	23rd	September	till	3:00pm	Sunday	24th	September	
	
Shared	 accommodation	 is	 $95.00	 per	 head;	 this	 includes	 all	 meals	 plus	 morning	 and	
afternoons	tea.	You	would	be	required	to	bring	your	own	sheets,	pillow(s)	and	bath	towel	
(s).	Blankets	are	supplied.	
	
Please	make	all	cheques	and/or	money	orders	payable	to	S.F.O.	Taree.	Please	address	all	
your	bookings	and	payments	to	Joy	Cuscak,	5	Dolphin	Park	Crescent,	Harrington,	2427.	
	
For	more	information	please	contact	Fraternally,	Joy	Cusack	ofs,	
Phone	02	6556	1065		
email	mjcusack38@gmail.com	

	OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE     
									http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au 
  

              
             

FACEBOOK 
								www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia	
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A FRANCISCAN PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY 

 
Come	 join	 us	 on	 a	 16-day	
pilgrimage	to	Italy.	Traveling	from	
Rome	 to	 Assisi,	 La	 Verna,	 Padua	
and	 Venice,	 this	 very	 special	
pilgrimage	 with	 Harvest	 Journeys	
has	 been	 specifically	 designed	 for	
the	 Secular	 Franciscans	 and	 will	
focus	 on	 major	 Franciscan	
destinations	throughout	Italy.			
	
The	 tour	 will	 also	 offer	 an	
extended	 5	 nights	 in	 Krakov,	
Poland,	with	 a	 special	 focus	 on	 St	
Pope	 John	 Paul	 II	 and	 the	 Divine	
Mercy	revelations	of	St	Faustina.	
	
	

Duration:	16	Day	Pilgrimage	Journey	(Optional	extended	5	nights	in	Krakov)	
Departure:	Wednesday	27th	September	2017	
Booking	form	&	Itinerary,	please	visit:	
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/announcements/franciscan-pilgrimage-to-italy-16-days 

Email: national@ofsaustralia.org.au 	

	

	 SUPPORTING YOUR FAMILY 
	
Would	 you	 like	 to	make	
a	 donation	 to	 the	 OFS	
this	 year?	 There	 are	
many	 projects	 the	
National	 OFS	 council	
would	 love	 to	 undertake	 such	 as	 better	
formation	 for	 members	 and	 support	 for	
isolated	 members,	 wider	 promotions,	
creating	 a	 national	 apostolate,	 attracting	 the	
youth	and	much	more.		
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	 family	 this	 year	 please	 send	 your	
donations	via	electronic	online	banking	ONLY.	
Please	 DO	 NOT	 deposit	 through	 a	 branch	
as	these	payments	cannot	be	made	to	our	
account.	
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	062	784	
Account	No:	2597	5200	
Please	use	your	name	as	a	reference.	

	
REGIONAL EMAILS 

 
Official	 OFS	 email	
addresses	 have	 now	 been	
created	 for	 each	 regional	
minister.		
	
This	will	remove	the	need	for	ministers	to	
use	their	personal	email	addresses	for	OFS	
related	 mail,	 and	 will	 also	 create	 a	
smoother	 and	 continuous	 form	 of	
communication	 once	 new	 ministers	 are	
elected	to	the	position.	

NSW/ACT	nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au  

South	Australia		sa@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Queensland	qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Western	Australia	wa@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Victoria	vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   
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QUEENSLAND:	Larry	Cox	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
	
The	Queensland	region	experienced	a	successful	Open	Day	at	the	Holy	Spirit	
Fraternity	Kedron,	with	many	members,	 family	and	visitors	attending.	 	Five	
people	indicated	an	interest	in	the	Secular	Franciscan	Order,	with	a	number	
of	these	expressing	the	desire	to	look	further	into	the	OFS.	
	

Corpus	Christi	celebration	will	 involve	OFS	members	visiting	the	St	Paul’s	Cathedral,	
and	joining	the	Corpus	Christi	march	on	Sunday	18th	June.	
	
Our	next	St	Bonaventure	Regional	meeting	scheduled	for	June	10th.	
	
	

NEW	SOUTH	WALES/ACT:	Emil	Perosh	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
	
In	April	 I	was	pleased	 to	 travel	 to	Griffith	with	Fr	Norbert	Pittorino	OFM	
and	Tony	Bozicevic	to	hold	the	Elective	Chapter	and	Visitation	of	St	Francis	
of	 Assisi	 Fraternity.	 We	 would	 like	 to	 congratulate	 the	 newly	 elected	

council	and	thank	Griffith	for	their	warm	hospitality.		
	
A	reminder	to	all	members	that	the	Holy	Spirit	Fraternity	Canberra	will	be	hosting	the	
Region’s	annual	Family	Day	on	September	30.	As	a	great	compromise,	the	Fraternity	
has	made	arrangements	to	hold	the	day	at	Penrose	Park	in	the	Southern	Highlands	of	
New	South	Wales.	It	appears	that	the	location	is	just	shy	of	being	equidistant	between	
Canberra	 and	 Sydney.	 At	 Penrose	 Park	 there	 is	 a	 shrine	 dedicated	 to	 our	 Lady	 of	
Mercy,	 represented	by	a	replica	of	 the	 Icon	of	Our	Lady	of	 Jasna	Góra,	known	as	 the	
Black	Madonna.	The	Shrine	is	run	by	the	Order	of	St.	Paul	the	First	Hermit,	known	as	
the	Pauline	Fathers.	The	Pauline	Fathers	have	been	custodians	of	the	original	Icon	of	
the	Black	Madonna	since	1382.	
	
Holy	Spirit	 fraternity,	Waverley	are	 inviting	 all	members,	 family	and	 friends	 to	 their	
forthcoming	 Family	 Day	 on	 Sunday,	 16	 July	 at:	 Parish	 Hall,	 45A	 Victoria	 Street,	
Waverley.	 For	 further	 details	 such	 as	 times	 and	 format	 of	 the	 day,	 please	 do	 not	
hesitate	 to	 contact	 the	 Fraternity’s	 Vice	 Minister	 Sue	 White,	 on	 her	 mobile	 phone	
number	0408	679	867.	

The	Region’s	Annual	Regional	Retreat	is	being	held	from	Friday	16	to	Sunday	18	June,	
2017	at	the	Chevalier	Centre,	Kensington.	The	Retreat	speaker	will	be	Fr	John	Cooper	
OFM	Cap	and	 the	 theme	 is	 ‘Secular	Franciscan	Spirituality	and	the	Way	of	Life.’	Please	
contact	 Rove	 Varman	 ofs	 at	 rvjvarman@gmail.com	 	 or	 snail	 mail:	 Unit	 11,	 No.	 15	
Lorraine	Ave.	Berkeley	Vale	NSW,	2261.	Bookings	close	8	June,	2017.	
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WESTERN	AUSTRALIA:	Angela	McGuire	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
	
Greetings	to	you	from	Western	Australia.	St	Mary	the	Immaculate	Conception	
Fraternity	will	have	 their	Elections	on	25th	 June.	Three	new	 inquirers	have	
attended	the	fraternity	this	year.	Our	Lady's	Assumption	Fraternity	will	have	

their	Elections	in	the	near	future.	This	fraternity	has	two	people	in	Initial	Formation.	
The	Veritas	Youth	Festival	 is	being	held	 at	Notre	Dame	University	 from	30th	 June	 to	
2nd	 July	 called	 "The	 Mighty	 One	 has	 done	 Great	 Things	 for	 me	 and	 Holy	 is	 His	
Name".	The	Secular	Franciscan	Order	will	be	having	a	stall	at	this	festival.		
We	are	looking	forward	to	a	Reflection	Day	on	the	Beatitudes	on	July	30th	presented	
by	 Fr	 Maurice	 Toop	 ofs	 at	 "Peace	 Be	 Still"	 60kms	 from	 Perth.	 We	 are	 hoping	 to	
celebrate	World	Day	of	Prayer	for	Care	of	Creation	on	1st	September.	Fr	John	Cooper	
ofm	Cap	will	be	leading	our	Retreat	1st	2nd	3rd	December	titled	"Secular	Franciscan	
Spirituality	 and	 Way	 of	 Life."	 All	 our	 good	 wishes	 to	 our	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 in	
Australia.	
	
	
	
	

SOUTH	AUSTRALIA:	Tony	Bartemucci	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
	
The	 Regional	 Fraternity	 held	 its	 Annual	 Retreat	 from	 5-7th	 May,	 at	 the	
Monastery	of	the	Passionist	Fathers,	Glen	Osmond.	There	were	9	members	
who	were	accommodated	 in-house,	32	who	attended	 for	 the	Saturday,	and	

21	for	the	Sunday.	The	Retreat	Master	was	Fr.	John	Cooper	OFM	Cap;	who	spoke	about	
"What	does	it	mean	to	be	a	Secular	Franciscan?"	It	was	designed	to	give	us	a	lot	food	
for	thought.	Fr.	John	gave	us	many	examples	and	thoughts	on	what	does	it	mean	to	live	
an	 OFS	 life	 especially	 in	 Fraternity.	 Fr.	 Patrick	 Colbourne	 OFM	 Cap,	 participated	 as	
Retreat	Master	for	the	Italian	speaking	members	who	came	on	the	Saturday.	Attending	
also	were	four	Franciscan	Sisters	of	St	Anthony,	and	2	Franciscan	Sisters	of	Our	Sacred	
Heart	of	Jesus.		
	
The	Region	will	celebrate	the	Feast	of	St	Clare	with	all	OFS	members	and	Families	in	a	
shared	meal	on	the	6th	August	at	the	Christ	the	King	Hall	at	Lockleys.	There	will	also	
be	a	fund-raising	raffle	held	on	the	day.	
	
As	we	had	a	Chapter	of	Election	at	San	Damiano	Fraternity	at	Seacombe	Gardens	held	
thei	Elective	Chapter	on16th	may	2017,	The	newly	elected	council	are:	Minister	-	Tibor	
Ferencz,	 Vice	 Minister	 -	 Eileen	 Mahoney,	 Secretary	 -	 Mary	 Mulholland,	 Treasurer	 -	
Pauline	Hilliard,	Formator,	-Connie	Moss,	Promotion	Officer	-	Annette	Tonkin.	Delegate	
1	Marry	Mulholland,	No	2	Eileen	Mahoney.	
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The	recent	Queensland	regional	Promotions	Day	was	well	attended	by	OFS	members	and	
new	enquirers.		

Members	of	the	SA	
region	during	their	
regional	retreat	held	at	
the	Monastery	of	the	
Passionist	Fathers,	Glen	
Osmond.		

St	Francis	of	Assisi	
fraternity	in	Griffith,	NSW	
held	their	Elective	
Chapter	and	Visitation	in	
April.	Congratulation	to	
the	newly	formed	council.		
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 On	Sunday	21st	May	2017	a	new	fraternity	was	established	during	a	Mass	celebrated	by	Fr.	
Emmanuel	Gatt	OFM	Conv.,	 at	 The	 Shrine	 of	 the	Holy	 Innocents,	 Kellyville.	 Fr.	 Emmanuel	
had	been	delegated	by	Fr.	Michael	Zelkie	OFM	Conv.,	the	provincial	of	the	Conventual	Friars.	
We	are	deeply	grateful	to	Fr.	Michael	for	his	decision	to	establish	our	fraternity	and	for	the	
care	shown	to	us	by	the	friars.	The	fraternity	will	be	known	as	The	Portiuncula	Fraternity,	
The	Hills,	in	order	to	prevent	confusion	with	the	existing	fraternity	at	Kellyville.	We	will,	of	
course,	 now	 need	 an	 election	 to	 vote	 for	 our	 new	 council.	 Br.	 Louis	 Schmid	 OFM	 Conv.,	
(National	Spiritual	Assistant)	is	our	much-loved	spiritual	assistant.	 	We	have	been	meeting	
at	 the	 shrine	 for	 a	 number	 of	 years	 and	 many	 in	 NSW	would	 remember	 the	 Franciscan	
Family	Day,	hosted	by	our	fraternity,	 in	October	2014.	The	speakers	were	Fr.	 John	Cooper	
OFM	Cap	and	Sr.	 Joanne	Fitzsimons	OSC.	The	day	was	very	well	attended	and	we	raised	a	
large	amount	which	was	donated	to	the	shrine. 
	
Following	 the	 closure	 of	 the	 seminary	 at	 Plumpton,	 the	 then	 “Plumpton	 Fraternity”	 had	
nowhere	to	meet	and	in	2014,	approached	the	Conventuals	who	had	recently	built	a	chapel	
and	meeting	room	as	part	of	their	shrine.	We	had	a	 long,	very	happy,	association	with	the	
Capuchin	 order	 but,	when	 it	 became	 apparent	 that	 they	were	 unable	 to	 provide	 spiritual	
assistance	or	a	meeting	place,	the	move	to	Kellyville	seemed	appropriate.	We	currently	meet	
on	 the	 3rd	 Sunday	 each	month	 and	 also	 come	 together	 on	 the	 first	 Saturday	 to	 pray	 the	
Crown	 Rosary.	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 Stations	 of	 the	 Cross	 at	 Kellyville,	 there	 is	 now	 also	 a	
number	of	shrines	depicting	each	of	the	seven	mysteries	of	the	Crown.	
		
We	are	excited	to	be	starting	this	new	chapter	in	our	lives	as	Secular	Franciscans	and	ask	for	
your	prayers	and	support	as	we	plan	our	future.”	

A	NEW	FRATERNITY	FOR	NSW	

	

	 Project	Adoption	
	

Donations	
Michael	McGuire	OFS	
PO	BOX	2116	
STH	YOKINE,		
Western	Australia,	6060	
Phone:	(08)	9275	5658	
Email:	angelmich@bigpond.com	

	
(This	is	an	OFS	charity	with	no	overheads)	

PLEASE	NOTE	NEW	ADDRESS	
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	5th OFS and YouFra Congress of Asia and Oceania 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
In the letter of Convocation dated 1st August, 2016, it states that the key words for the Congress are to be 
“Conversion to be carried out every day”. This is a reminder to us as Secular Franciscans of what we 
are called to do, together with prayer, in living our vocation by observing the OFS Rule and the General 
Constitutions. It is also a reminder that conditions change and we must be able to adapt to our constantly 
changing times and circumstances in our spiritual journey. To do this we must have a spirit of openness 
and be able to walk with humility with our Franciscan brothers and sisters. 
 
The Congress built on the theme of the 2014 Chapter which related to the management and organisation 
of the OFS as an Order. The topics explored included formation, communications, membership 
administration, financing, family, JPIC, YouFra, ageing and minority groups.  
 
The Congress was opened through the celebration of Holy Mass presided over by Bishop Silvester San, 
Bishop of the diocese of Denpasar. Delegates were welcomed by Hendro Setiawan the National Minister 
of Indonesia. The opening address was given by Tibor Kauser who spoke briefly about the priorities of 
OFS: formation, communications, JPIC, servant leadership etc. 
 
Each day started early with Mass and the Office and finished each evening with fraternity. The format 
followed for each topic was an initial presentation by a member of the CIOFS Presidency which was 
followed by presentations on the topic by nominated countries. Following the presentations, delegates 
went to their allocated group to further discuss the topic. Each group was to submit a summary of the 
group discussion which was to include the challenges and recommendations. The group summaries were 
then summarised by the Conclusion Commission. Before beginning another topic, a different member of 
the Conclusion Commission would provide a summary of the topic with a further opportunity for delegates 
to comment.  Australia gave presentations on Formation, JPIC and Ageing. In the middle and end of the 
Congress, delegates were taken to visit several of Bali’s popular temples and cultural heritage sites, as 
well as experience the warmth and hospitality of the local Balinese people. 
 
Below are some samples of the recommendations made at the Congress on the different topics. 
Formation:  
• Develop a unified initial and ongoing formation manual for Asia and Oceania 
• Organise a formation commission at each level of fraternity 
• At elections, discernment should be exercised for the right candidate for formator 
• The spiritual assistant should collaborate on formation but doesn’t replace the role of the formator 
 
Communicatons: 
• Respond to emails or letters promptly 
• Send monthly bulletins to housebound members and call on them regularly 
• Use modern technology, and use the physical contact 
• Each national fraternity is encouraged to have a website for better communication with all levels. 
 
Family 
• Take action expressing love and thanks to family members every day 
• Include the subject of Family in formation 
 

The 5th OFS and YouFra Congress of Asia and Oceania, attended by 81 
delegates of the Franciscan family, was held in Bali, Indonesia from the 20th 
the 26th April, 20127 and co-hosted by Indonesia and Malaysia. 
 
Delegates came from China, Hong Kong, Macau, Japan, South Korea, 
Taiwan, the Philippines, Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam, Malaysia including 
Sabah, Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan and New Zealand.  The CIOFS 
Presidency was represented by Tibor Kauser, the Minister General, Chelito 
Núñez, the Vice Minister, Fr Alfred Parambakathu OFMConv and Fr 
Armando Trujillo Cano TOR, International Spiritual Assistants and Augustine 
Yoon the Councillor for Asia-Oceania. Australia was represented by Lola 
Kelly as the National Minister OFS Australia, Br Louis Schmid OFM Conv as 
OFS National Spiritual Assistant and Maria Iadanza as the substitute 
International Councillor	
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  Finance 
• Deepen formation on sense of belonging to the OFS and financial responsibility 
• Regular financial reports to promote transparency and accountability at all levels 
• Introduce fund raising activities and income generating projects suitable for each fraternity eg 

fundraising bazaar, selling rosaries, Tau crosses, selling books etc 
• Provide income generating projects for members who are struggling financially to enable to fulfil their 

responsibility to their fraternity 
 
Membership administration 
• Develop database of membership  
• Develop intranet system to manage the database of members 
• Develop and conduct workshops to enhance the ability and knowledge of council members in the 

administration of membership 
 
JPIC 
• Create ways and means to put JPIC into action according to the condition of life 
• Collaborate with the Franciscan families and the other social groups in carrying out JPIC activities. 
 
A complete list of the summaries, together with some key presentations will soon be uploaded to the 
website for those who want to read more. 
 
Being a participant at the Congress will be remembered by me, as one of the highlights of my Franciscan 
journey. It reinforced in a beautiful way, the sense of belonging to a unique family with brothers and 
sisters across the world, in this case Asia. It reminded me of a family reunion. We share not only the 
same Catholic faith but also our Franciscan spirituality. Each of our brothers and sisters is unique but we 
also are experiencing the same challenges with regards to formation, communication, ageing members 
and declining members. Having said that, it was also inspiring and humbling. Despite the political 
challenges that some are experiencing in their home countries, our Franciscan brothers and sisters 
continue not only to be witnesses to their faith but also to bring in new people. It was also inspiring to hear 
and meet members of YouFra who were at the Congress, their passion for the OFS and the amazing 
successful apostolates they are undertaking. 
 

Above:	Representatives	from	Australia,	Lola	Kelly,	Maria	Iadanza	&	Br	Louis	Schmid	together	with	delegates	at	
the	Congress	in	Bali	
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OBITUARIES 

	

	
DOROTHY	KATHLEEN	O’SULLIVAN	

1913	-	2016	
	

Born	 in	Melbourne,	Dorothy	was	the	eldest	of	 four	 children.	As	a	 child	
Dorothy’s	family	moved	to	Sydney,	however	due	to	the	Great	Depression	
the	 family	 relocated	to	Bundaberg	 in	1929	where	her	 father	bought	an	
optometrist	practice.		
	
After	completing	school	Dorothy	spent	a	year	at	Business	College,	which	
led	to	a	 job	at	 the	Commonwealth	Bank.	Around	1945	Dorothy	resigned	
from	the	bank	to	purchase	a	beauty	salon	previously	owned	by	the	wife	of	
one	of	the	bankers.	In	1952	moved	to	England	where	she	spent	the	next	18	

months	travelling	extensively.	On	her	return	to	Australia	in	1953	Dorothy	resumed	work	at	
the	salon.	A	year	later	in	1954	Dorothy	became	the	founding	President	of	the	Business	and	
Professional	Women’s	 Club	 in	Bundaberg.	This	was	 the	 first	 time	 that	 businesswomen	
had	 their	 own	 voice	 as	 a	 body.	 Soon	 afterwards	 she	 formed	 a	 women’s	 public	
speaking	forum	group.		
	
In	 1959	Dorothy	 sold	her	 beauty	 salon	of	 fifteen	years	 and	 became	 a	 consultant	 for	
beauty	 products	 in	 Brisbane.	 After	 only	 nine	 months	 Dorothy	 moved	 to	 the	 United	
States	where	 she	 found	work	 as	 the	 secretary	 to	 the	 Irish	 Ambassador	 for	 the	 next	
ten	 years.	 This	 was	 a	 very	 happy	 and	 rewarding	 time	 for	 her.	 After	 ten	 years	 at	 the	
embassy	 Dorothy	 joined	 the	 OECD	 (Organisation	 for	 Economic	 Co-Operation	 and	
Development),	 an	 economic	 think	 tank	 which	 came	 out	 of	 the	 Marshall	 Plan	 where	 she	
remained	for	the	next	ten	years.		
	
God	had	 always	 been	 a	 part	of	Dorothy’s	 life,	however	 it	wasn't	until	1979,	on	 the	way	
back	 from	 a	 pilgrimage	 to	 the	 Holy	 Lands,	 that	 a	 priest	 revealed	 a	 picture	 of	 Jesus	 to	
Dorothy	that	she	had	never	known.	It	was	at	this	point	that	Jesus	became	real	for	her	and	
she	wanted	to	know	him	better.	Not	long	after	this	a	social	secretary	colleague	and	a	very	
good	 friend	 asked	 Dorothy	 to	 accompany	 her	 to	 a	 fraternity	 meeting	 of	 the	 Secular	
Franciscan	 Order.	 After	 having	 made	 several	 excuses	 not	 to	 go	 on	 other	 occasions,	
Dorothy	 finally	 attended	 a	 meeting.	 She	 later	 discovered	 that	 the	 Lord	 had	 been	
knocking	on	the	door	of	her	heart	 for	a	 long	time	and	she	had	been	refusing	him	entry.	
She	 went	 along	 to	 the	 opening	 of	 a	 new	 fraternity	 in	 Arington,	 VA	 and	 found	 herself	
coming	back	the	 following	months.	During	this	time	Dorothy	became	hungry	to	find	out	
all	she	could	about	God	the	Father	through	Jesus	and	the	Holy	Spirit	-	and	this	she	did	with	
the	help	of	Sts.	Francis	and	Clare.	Dorothy	was	professed	about	twelve	months	later.		
	
After	 twenty	 years	 in	 the	 United	 States	 Dorothy	 finally	 retuned	 home	 to	 Australia	 and	
settled	in	Mosman,	Sydney,	where	she	had	joined	the	local	Secular	Franciscan	fraternity,	and	
also	became	involved	in	the	Catholic	Charismatic	prayer	meeting	at	North	Sydney.	
	
Dorothy	never	married.	In	her	old	age	she	went	to	live	with	a	niece	in	Townsville.	She	died	
in	 a	 nursing	 home	 in	 Townsville	 on	 the	 11th	 June	 2016.	 She	was	 103	 years	 old.	 Dorothy	
Kathleen	O’Sullivan,	 in	 her	 love	 and	gratitude	 for	 her	 Franciscan	 vocation	 left	 a	 generous	
bequest	in	her	Will	to	the	Saint	Clare	OFS	Regional	Fraternity	of	New	South	Wales.	
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Peace,	love	and	joy	to	all	of	us	on	this	beautiful	feast	of	Corpus	Christi,	the	Body	and	Blood	
of	Christ.	The	Eucharist	has	a	very	special	place	among	our	sacraments,	because	it	gives	us	
the	greatest	of	all	gifts	-	Christ	himself.		
	
I	am	a	Secular	Franciscan	and	I	like	to	look	at	the	feast	of	Corpus	Christi	through	the	eyes	of	
Saint	 Francis	 of	 Assisi.	 Saint	 Francis	 had	 a	 great	 love	 and	 devotion	 for	 the	 Eucharist.	He	
wanted	to	be	close	to	Christ	in	all	that	he	did.	He	saw	the	Eucharist	as	unique	meeting	place	
with	 Christ.	 It	 is	 because	 of	 this	 intimate	 communication	with	 the	 Eucharistic	 Christ	 that	
Francis	grew	into	a	perfect	mirror	of	Christ.	
	
Eucharist	and	love	go	together.	Eucharist	is	a	reminder	of	the	kind	of	love	that	is	expected	
of	each	one	of	us.	It	was	from	his	close	relationship	with	Christ	in	the	Eucharist	that	Francis	
was	able	to	grow	close	to	all	people	and	reach	out	to	them	in	loving	service.	Like	Francis,	we	
too	 will	 find	 the	 Eucharist	 our	 greatest	 source	 of	 growth	 in	 Christ	 and	 of	 love	 for	 one	
another.		
	
Let	us	pray:	
Lord	Jesus	Christ,	you	give	us	your	Body	and	Blood	in	the	Eucharist	as	a	sign	that	even	now	we	
share	 your	 life.	Help	us	 through	 the	Eucharist	 to	 live	more	Christ-like	 lives,	 so	 that	we	may	
become	Christ	to	all	whom	we	meet.	 	
	
	

 
Lord, make me your Bread. 

Then break me up, 
And pass me around. 

 
 
 
 

A	Thought	For	the	Week	
 

A	 small	 child	was	 taken	 by	 her	 grandparents	 to	 see	 the	 stained-glass	windows	 in	 an	 old	
church.	Later	she	said	to	her	parents:		“I	know	who	the	saints	were,	they	were	people	that	
the	light	shines	through.”	Lord,	may	we	too	be	people	through	whom	the	light	may	shine.	
	
	
	

	
Feast of Corpus Christi 

Sunday	18th	June,	2017	
	

The	Food	and	Drink	of	Eternal	Life	–	by	Jan	Ruff	ofs	
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Dear	Brothers	and	Sisters,	good	morning!	
	
Today’s	Gospel	 (Cf.	 John	14:15-21),	 continuation	of	 last	 Sunday’s,	 takes	us	 to	 that	moving	
and	dramatic	moment,	which	 is	 Jesus’	 Last	 Supper	with	His	 disciples.	 John	 the	Evangelist	
gathers	from	the	Lord’s	mouth	and	heart	His	 last	teachings,	before	His	Passion	and	Death.	
Jesus	 promises	 His	 friends,	 in	 that	 sad,	 dark	 moment,	 that,	 after	 Him,	 they	 will	 receive	
“another	 Paraclete”	 (v.	 16).	 This	 word	 means	 another	 “Advocate,”	 another	 Defender,	
another	Consoler:	“the	Spirit	of	truth”	(v.	17);	and	He	adds”	“I	will	not	leave	you	desolate;	I	
will	come	to	you”	(v.	18).	These	words	transmit	the	joy	of	a	new	coming	of	Christ:	He,	risen	
and	glorified,	abides	in	the	Father	and,	at	the	same	time,	comes	to	us	in	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	
in	this,	His	new	coming,	our	union	with	Him	and	with	the	Father	is	revealed:	“In	that	day	you	
will	know	that	I	am	in	my	Father,	and	you	in	me,	and	I	in	you”	(v.	20).	
	
Meditating	 on	 these	words	 of	 Jesus,	we	 perceive	 ourselves	 today	with	 a	 sense	 of	 faith	 of	
being	 the	 People	 of	 God	 in	 communion	with	 the	 Father	 and	with	 Jesus	 through	 the	Holy	
Spirit.	 In	 this	 mystery	 of	 communion	 the	 Church	 finds	 the	 inexhaustible	 source	 of	 her	
mission,	 which	 is	 realized	 through	 love.	 In	 today’s	 Gospel	 Jesus	 says:	 “He	 who	 has	 my	
commandments	and	keeps	them,	he	it	is	who	loves	me;	and	he	who	loves	me	will	be	loved	
by	 my	 Father,	 and	 I	 will	 love	 him	 and	 manifest	 myself	 to	 him”	 (v.	 21).	 It	 is	 love	 that	
introduces	us	 in	knowledge	of	 Jesus,	 thanks	to	the	action	of	 this	“Advocate”	that	 Jesus	has	
sent,	namely,	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Gospel’s	greatest	commandment	is	love	of	God	and	of	our	
neighbor.	The	Lord	calls	us	 today	to	correspond	generously	 to	 the	evangelical	call	of	 love,	
putting	 God	 at	 the	 center	 of	 our	 life	 and	 dedicating	 ourselves	 to	 the	 service	 of	 brethren,	
especially	those	most	in	need	of	support	and	consolation.	
	
If	 there	 is	 an	 attitude	 that	 is	 never	 easy,	 that	 is	 never	 taken	 for	 granted,	 including	 in	 a	
Christian	community,	it	is	in	fact	to	be	able	to	love,	to	love	on	the	example	of	the	Lord	and	
with	 His	 grace.	 Sometimes	 the	 contrasts,	 pride,	 envies,	 divisions	 also	 leave	 a	 sign	 on	 the	
Church’s	 beautiful	 face.	 A	 community	 of	 Christians	 should	 live	 in	 Christ’s	 charity	 and,	
instead,	it	is	in	fact	there	that	the	Evil	One	“puts	his	paw”	and	we,	sometimes,	let	ourselves	
be	deceived,	and	those	that	pay	the	price	are	the	spiritually	weakest	persons.	How	many	of	
them	 –	 and	 you	 console	 some	 of	 them	 –,	 how	many	 of	 them	 have	 distanced	 themselves	
because	they	do	not	feel	welcomed,	they	do	not	feel	understood,	they	do	not	feel	loved.	How	
many	persons	have	distanced	themselves,	for	instance,	from	some	parishes	or	communities	
because	of	an	environment	of	gossip,	of	jealousies,	of	envies	that	they	have	found	there.	For	
a	Christian	also,	to	be	able	to	love	is	never	a	fact	acquired	once	and	for	all.	One	must	begin	
again	every	day;	we	must	exercise	ourselves	so	that	our	love	for	the	brothers	and	sisters	we	
encounter	may	become	mature	and	purified	of	 those	 limits	and	sins	 that	render	 it	partial,	
egoistic,	 sterile	 and	 unfaithful.	 Every	 day	 the	 art	 of	 loving	must	 be	 learnt.	 Listen	 to	 this:	
every	 day	 the	 art	 of	 loving	must	 be	 learnt;	 every	 day	 Christ’s	 school	 of	 patience	must	 be	
followed,	 every	 day	 one	 must	 forgive	 and	 look	 at	 Jesus	 and	 this	 with	 the	 help	 of	 this	
“Advocate,”	of	this	Consoler	that	Jesus	has	sent	us	who	is	the	Holy	Spirit.		
(Article	taken	from	zenit.org)	
	

Regina	Coeli	Address:	On	the	Coming	of	the	Holy	Spirit	(21/5/17)	
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June	12	

June	13	

	
	
	
June	16	

June	30	

	
July	8	

	
July	15	

	
	
	
	

 CALENDAR 
of 

Franciscan Feasts 
	

Bl.	Jolenta	(about	1235-1298)	Poor	Clare.	Widow	-	Born	 in	Hungary,	 into	a	
noble	family,	Jolenta	herself	was	the	niece	of	St	Elizabeth	of	Hungary.	Together	
with	her	husband,	Duke	Boleslas	VI	of	Kalisz,	they	cared	for	the	needy	and	also	
founded	a	convent	for	the	Poor	Clares	in	Gniezo	(Poland)	in	1260.	Following	the	
death	 of	 her	 husband	 in	 1279	 Jolenta,	 together	 with	 her	 youngest	 daughter,	
entered	the	Poor	Clare	convent	that	she	had	founded.	
	
St	Anthony	of	 Padua	 (1195-1231)	 Friar	Minor	–	 Baptised	 as	 Ferdinand	 de	
Bulloes	 y	 Taveira,	 he	 was	 born	 in	 Lisbon,	 Portugal.	 In	 1210	 he	 entered	 the	
Canons	Regular	of	St	Augustine	and	 two	years	 later	was	ordained	a	priest.	On	
seeing	the	mortal	remains	of	the	first	Franciscan	martyrs	of	Morocco,	Ferdinand	
joined	 the	Franciscans	and	changed	his	name	 to	Anthony.	Seeking	martyrdom	
himself,	Anthony	attempted	to	sail	to	Morocco,	however	after	being	blown	off-
course	he	landed	in	Italy	where	he	eventually	came	to	meet	St	Francis	of	Assisi.	
St	Anthony	spent	much	time	in	northern	Italy	where	he	became	well	known	as	a	
brilliant	preacher.	There	he	also	performed	many	miracles.	He	died	in	Padua	at	
the	age	of	36	and	was	canonised	less	that	one	year	later.		
	
Bl.	John	of	Parma	(1208-1289)	Friar	Minor	–	In	1247	Bl.	John	was	elected	the	
7th	 Minister	 General	 of	 the	 Franciscan	 Order.	 During	 this	 time	 he	 visited	
practically	all	of	the	friaries	of	the	Order	in	many	countries.	He	was	sent	by	Pope	
Innocent	 IV	 to	 Istanbul	 to	 try	 and	 restore	 the	 schismatic	 Greeks	 to	 Catholic	
unity.	 After	 handing	 his	 position	 over	 to	 St	 Bonaventure	 John	 withdrew	 to	 a	
hermitage	in	Greccio	where	he	spent	the	next	30	years.		
	
Bl.	 Raymond	 Lull	 (1235-1316)	 Secular	 Franciscan.	 Martyr	 –	 A	 native	 of	
Palma	de	Majorca,	at	the	age	of	30	Raymond	became	a	hermit	and	then	a	Secular	
Franciscan.	 He	 spent	 much	 of	 his	 time	 finding	 a	 common	 interest	 between	
Christians,	 Jews	 and	Muslims.	 He	 helped	 to	 found	 a	 school	 for	 languages	 and	
philosophy	 of	 the	 Middle	 East.	 From	 1311-1315	 he	 planned	 to	 convert	 the	
Moors,	however	on	his	return	to	Tunis	in	1316	he	was	stoned	to	death.		
	
SS.	 Gregory	 Grassi,	 Hermine	 Grivot	 (virgin),	 and	 companions	 (+1900)	
Friars	 Minor	 &	 Secular	 Franciscans.	 Martyrs	 in	 China	 –	 Some	 35,000	
Catholics	were	killed	during	the	Boxer	Rebellion	in	China	during	the	year	1900.	
Among	 them	were	 three	 Franciscan	 bishops,	 four	 priests,	 one	 lay	 friar,	 seven	
Franciscan	 Missionaries	 of	 Mary,	 seven	 Chinese	 seminarians	 (all	 Secular	
Franciscans)	 and	 seven	 Chinese	 laymen	 (four	 of	 them	 Secular	 Franciscans).	
Twenty-six	of	them	were	slashed	to	death.	
	
St	Bonaventure	 (1217-1274)	Friar	Minor.	Doctor	of	 the	Church	–	Born	 in	
Viterbo,	Italy,	he	was	cured	of	an	illness	by	St	Francis	of	Assisi.	Elected	Minister	
General	of	 the	Order	 in	1257	he	 led	with	great	wisdom	and	reconciliation.	He	
helped	in	writing	the	rule	for	the	Isabellan	Poor	Clares	in	1259.	He	was	elected	
as	 Cardinal	 Bishop	 of	 Albano	 in	 1273	 where	 he	 worked	 for	 union	 between	
Greeks	and	Latins	at	the	Second		Council	of	Lyons	in	1274.		
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July	21	

August	2	

August	11	
	

	
August	14	

	
August	25	

August	26	

	
	
	

St	Lawrence	of	Brindisi	(1559-1619)	Friar	Minor.	Doctor	of	the	Church	
Baptised	 Julius	 Ceaser,	 he	 took	 the	 name	 Lawrence	 upon	 entering	 the	
Capuchins	in	1575.	Lawrence	was	an	effective	preacher,	well	versed	in	Sacred	
Scripture	 and	 fluent	 in	 seven	 different	 languages.	 He	 spread	 the	 Capuchin	
Order	 throughout	 Germanic	 countries	 and	 was	 involved	 in	 several	 peace	
missions.	 He	 became	 Minister	 General	 of	 the	 order	 from	 1602-1605	 and	
maintained	a	balance	between	hermitage	life	and	the	needs	of	the	apostolate.		
	
Our	Lady	of	the	Angels	of	the	Portiuncula	–	Around	1208	 the	Abbot	of	 the	
Benedictine	monastery	of	Monte	Subasio	gave	 this	 small	derelict	 chapel	 to	St	
Francis	of	Assisi	who	restored	it	with	his	own	hands.	This	became	the	home	of	
St	Francis	and	his	first	friars.	It	was	here	that	St	Clare	devoted	herself	to	God.	
An	indulgence	is	granted	to	anyone	who	comes	to	the	chapel	with	intentions	to	
honour	Our	Lady	of	the	Angels,	reciting	the	Creed,	one	Our	Father,	Hail	Mary,	
praying	for	the	Pope’s	intentions	and	fulfilling	other	conditions.		
	
St	Clare	of	Assisi	(1194-1253)	Foundress	of	the	Order	Poor	Clares	(OSC).	
Virgin	–	Clare	ran	away	from	home	at	the	age	of	18	to	follow	St	Francis,	and	to	
consecrate	herself	to	living	a	gospel	life,	following	the	poverty	and	humility	of	
Jesus	and	his	Blessed	Mother.	Her	privilege	of	poverty	was	authorised	by	 the	
pope	 in	 1228,	 and	 again	 in	 1253.	 She	 spent	 her	 life	 in	 contemplative	 prayer	
focused	 on	 Jesus	 in	 his	 Infancy	 and	Passion,	 and	had	 a	 great	 devotion	 to	 the	
Eucharist.	Before	her	death	about	110	Poor	Clare	communities	had	emerged.		
	
	
St.	Maximilian	Kolbe	(1894-1941)	Friar	Minor.	Martyr	–	Born	 in	Zdunska	
Vola,	 Poland,	 he	 took	 the	 name	 Maximilian	 after	 joining	 the	 Conventual	
Franciscans	in	1910.	From	1930-1936	he	worked	in	Japan	spreading	devotion	
to	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary.	In	1941	Kolbe	was	arrested	by	the	German	Gestapo	
and	 taken	 to	Auschwitz.	Towards	 the	end	of	his	 second	month	 there	he	 took	
the	 place	 of	 a	 family	 man	 to	 face	 death	 by	 starvation.	 Having	 survived	 two	
weeks	of	starvation	he	was	eventually	give	a	lethal	injection	of	carbolic	acid.		
	
St	Louis	IX	–	King	of	France	(1214-1270)	Secular	Franciscan	–	Patron	of	the	
Secular	 Franciscan	 Order,	 he	married	 in	 1233	 and	 had	 ten	 children.	 He	was	
succeeded	to	the	throne	at	the	age	of	12	and	remained	King	for	44	years.	Louis	
promoted	 justice	 and	 peace,	 and	 protected	 the	 French	 clergy	 from	 secular	
leaders.	 He	was	 devoted	 to	 his	 people	 founding	 hospitals,	 building	 churches,	
visiting	 the	sick	and	caring	 for	people	with	 leprosy.	Louis	would	eat	with	 the	
poor	on	a	daily	basis	and	often	served	them	himself.		
	
St	 Junipero	 Serra	 (1713-1784)	 Friar	Minor	 –	 Born	 on	 the	 island	Majorca,	
Spain,	 he	 was	 ordained	 in	 1738.	 After	 teaching	 philosophy	 he	 joined	 a	
missionary	 band	 to	 Mexico	 City.	 Serra	 was	 in	 large	 part	 responsible	 for	 the	
foundation	and	spread	of	the	church	on	the	west	coast	of	the	United	States.	He	
founded	twenty-one	missions	and	converted	thousands	of	Indians,	who	in	turn	
were	taught	agriculture,	cattle	raising,	arts	and	craft.	Imbued	with	a	penitential	
spirit	Serra	practiced	austerity	in	sleep,	eating	and	other	activities.		
	
	
A	complete	list	of	Franciscan	Saints	for	June	–	August	can	be	found	here	
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This Newsletter is produced by the National Council of the Secular Franciscan Order Australia 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc. for inclusion in the  
Spring Newsletter by August 15, 2017 to 

Tony Bozicevic: PO Box 1991, Queanbeyan 
Telephone: 0416 704 085 Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  

Articles longer than two pages may be edited.  
	

	

New Artworks of St Francis 

“Br	Fire”	&	“Sister	Mother	Earth”	Copyright	Christi	Marie	Jentz	2017	

The	OFS	National	Council	is	thrilled	to	have	collaborated	with	US	artist	Christi	Marie	Jentz	in	
a	series	of	painting	of	St	Francis	of	Assisi	nestled	within	an	Australian	setting.	Jentz,	an	
iconographer	from	Milwaukee,	generously	agreed	to	create	these	artworks	to	be	used	by	the	
National	Council	at	no	cost	to	OFS	Australia.	Her	inspirations	for	these	artworks	are	based	
on	St	Francis’s	“Canticle	of	the	Creatures.”	With	the	addition	of	Uluru,	the	Southern	Cross,	
gum	trees	and	Australian	flora,	Jentz	has	created	a	truly	unique	work	that	represents	the	
spirit	of	St	Francis	in	Australia.	
	
The	National	Council	wishes	to	thank	Christi	for	her	generosity	and	dedication	in	creating	
these	works	of	art.		
	
For	more	information	about	Christi	Marie	Jentz	please	visit	her	website:	
http://www.lumenchristiart.com		
	
	
	


