
 
	
	

	 	

Summer	Newsletter	2017	
Vol	#1	

	

 Welcome to first edition of The Young 
Franciscan Newsletter produced by the 
Secular Franciscan Order Australia. This 
newsletter has been inspired by the 
incredible response received at the recent 
“Australian Catholic Youth Festival” in 
Sydney. It was fantastic to see so many of 
you desiring to follow Jesus through the 
footsteps of St Francis of Assisi! 
 
In these newsletters we wish to continue the 
exciting journey began at ACYF17 – to  
	

“Open new horizons for spreading joy.” In 
fact, that is exactly what St Francis of Assisi 
was all about – spreading the joy of Jesus to 
others! St Francis’ spirit of joy was so great 
that almost 800 years later it continues to 
spread the joy of Jesus to the hearts of 
millions of people worldwide.  
 
Be inspired to discover how the Franciscan 
spirit can lead you closer to Jesus and set 
your hearts on fire with the peace, love and 
joy that only He can give! 
	

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2017 
Thank you to all who visited our booth during 
ACYF17. It was wonderful to meet each one 
of you and to share our faith together. We 
are certain that you all walked away from the 
Youth Festival full of the Holy Spirit! 
	
Would you like to share your festival 
experience with our readers? Please send us 
an email to the address on the back page 
and we’d love to publish it in our next issue.  
	

Did You See Jesus? 
 
Bishop Terence Brady reminded us that 
“Jesus WILL be at ACYF17.”  
 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I among them” (Mt 18:20) 
 
At the Youth Festival there were certainly 
more than two or three gathered in 
Jesus’ name – in fact there were 19,000 
of us! Bishop Brady said that at some 
point during the three days Jesus will be 
there physically in person, he will walk 
past us, maybe even stop and talk to us 
– and when he does, we probably won’t 
recognise him. This was the biggest 
gathering of Catholics in Australia since 
WYD08 – “there is no way Jesus is going 
to miss this event – you just never know 
who’s in the crowd” the bishop said. Did 
you see Jesus? 

		



	
	 	

During this most holy night it 
is believed that Jesus, in the 
form of a baby, appeared in 
the manager. A certain 
devout and credible soldier 
affirmed that St Francis 
“beheld an Infant 
marvellously beautiful, 
sleeping in the manger, 
Whom the blessed Father 
Francis embraced with 
both his arms, as if he 
would awake Him from 
sleep.”  
 
St Bonaventure noted that 
the hay on which the Infant 
Jesus laid “miraculously 
cured all diseases of cattle, 
and many other 
pestilences.” 
 
The re-creation of this first 
Christmas scene spread 
quickly, and soon every 
church in Italy had its own 
nativity scene.  
	

St Francis – Inventor of the Nativity Scene 

“The man of God  
[St. Francis] stood before the 
manger, full of devotion and 

piety, bathed in tears and 
radiant with joy” 

The excited residents of 
Greccio came to the cave 
with their torches and 
candles. With great devotion 
to the infant Jesus they lit up 
the night with many brilliant 
lights, and filled the forest 
with psalms of praises to the 
infant King. Greccio that 
night was made as if it were 
a new Bethlehem, and right 
there in the cave they 
celebrated holy Mass.  
 
St Bonaventure wrote about 
this first nativity scene:  
 
“The man of God [St. 
Francis] stood before the 
manger, full of devotion 
and piety, bathed in tears 
and radiant with joy; the 
Holy Gospel was chanted 
by Francis, the Levite of 
Christ. Then he preached 
to the people around the 
nativity of the poor King; 
and being unable to utter 
His name for the 
tenderness of His love, He 
called Him the Babe of 
Bethlehem.” 
	

As we approach Christmas 
many of you may have a 
nativity scene placed 
somewhere in your home. 
Have you ever wondered 
how the nativity scene came 
to be? Perhaps you may 
think it’s always been around 
since the birth of Jesus? 
 
The first nativity scene was 
actually created by St 
Francis of Assisi in the year 
1223. We are told that St 
Francis was inspired to 
create the nativity after 
visiting the birthplace of 
Jesus in Bethlehem. On his 
arrival back to Italy, St 
Francis, full of love and joy 
for the baby Jesus, wanted 
to spread this affection with 
the residents of a town called 
Greccio.  
 
Trying his best to imitate the 
simplicity, poverty and 
humility of the original birth of 
Jesus, St Francis found a 
small cave in Greccio, set up 
an empty manger with hay, 
and placed next to it an ox 
and donkey.  
	

“Presepe	di	Greccio”	Piero	Casentini	

	



 
 
 
At the recent Youth Festival 
in Sydney many people 
asked “what do you mean 
by Secular?”  
 
There are many types 
of Franciscans and they 
all belong to the same 
family. There are 
Franciscan friars (priests and 
brothers) – they are known as the 
first order. Then there are the 
Franciscan nuns (Poor Clares)    
who belong to the second order. 
These friars and nuns live in 
friaries/convents and other religious 
places. They go about each day 
doing the work of the religious.  
There also exists many  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ordinary people out there who 
love the Franciscan family 
and want to be part of it, 
however they do not wish 
to leave everything behind 
to join the first or seconds 
orders. They want to 
remain in the secular 
world as married people, 

single, students, professionals 
with day jobs, etc. They become the 
“Third Order” – or “Secular” order. 
“Third” or “Secular” orders are 
sometimes referred to as “Lay” 

orders. Any Catholic can join the 
Franciscan Third Order, and it’s a great 
way to enter more deeply into the 
church and live the Franciscan spirit 
while remaining in the secular world.  
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

Secular?!?! – What is that all about? 

 The Franciscan Family Tree 

 

     13 Facts of Francis 1. Francis was full of 
life, he enjoyed going 
out with his friends and 
having fun. 
 
2. He desired to go to 
war and return as a 
great and noble knight. 
 
3. During the war he 
was imprisoned for one 
year. 
 
4. Over the next few 
years Francis started to 
hear the voice of God 
calling him. 
 
5. Jesus spoke to 
Francis from the San 
Damiano Cross saying 
“Repair my church 
which is falling to ruins". 
 
 

 
6. Francis sold his 
father’s goods and gave 
the money to the church. 
 
7. Francis left home and 
lived a life of simplicity. 
 
8. He desired to live the 
gospel life as perfectly as 
he could. 
 
9. By 1209 he had 11 
followers and a Rule of 
life approved of by the 
Pope. 
 
10. 10 years later he had 
5000 followers. 
 

 
11. Francis also started 
a Second Order for 
nuns and a Third Order 
for lay people.  
 
12. He had a great love 
for all of God’s creation. 
 
13. Francis was the first 
person in history to 
receive the stigmata 
(the wounds of Christ in 
his flesh). 

2018 
	

Watch this space for 
upcoming Franciscan 
youth and young adult 

events in 2018! 



	

	

Saints of the Month 

	 	

DECEMBER 
Elizabeth of Austria 

1554-1592 
 

At the age of 15 Elizabeth 
was married to King Charles 
of France. After a marriage 
of only four years Charles 
died and Elizabeth, now 19, 
resolved never to marry 
again, instead she devoted 
her life solely to the service 
of God and to godly deeds. 
She joined the Third Order of 
St Francis, dressed in the 
plainest of clothes, and spent 
her days visiting churches 
and taking part in 
processions and other 
devotions. While at home 
she spent much time in 
prayer and observed 
rigorous fasts. 
 
Elizabeth took much 
pleasure in visiting the sick in 
hospitals. She visited homes 
throughout the city in search 
of the poor and sick, 
providing them with 
medicines and other 
supplies. On many occasions 
she would invite the poor to 
her home for a meal, 
particularly on Thursdays 
when she would prepare a 
special meal in honour of the 
Last Supper.  
 

JANUARY 
Catherine  

 Queen of England 
1509-1533 

 
Catherine was most well 
known as the first wife of the 
infamous king of England – 
Henry VIII. She had joined 
the Franciscan Third Order 
some time before their royal 
marriage. As queen of 
England, Catherine arose 
early each morning, dressed 
simply and wore the 
penitential garb of the 
Franciscan Third Order. She 
attended holy Mass daily and 
spent several hours in 
prayer. Ever week Catherine 
received the holy sacraments 
and practiced severe fasting. 
 
King Henry VIII, on the other 
hand, lived a luxurious and 
unholy life. His affair with a 
young lady by the name of 
Anne Boleyn led him to seek 
approval from the pope to 
divorce Catherine, however 
after an unsuccessful 
request Henry renounced his 
allegiance to the Catholic 
Church and declared himself 
the head of the church in 
England. Catherine lived the 
rest of her days in seclusion 
and was denied the privilege 
of receiving the sacraments.  

 

FEBRUARY 
St Conrad  

Of Piacenza 
1209-1351 

 
Conrad was a passionate 
sportsman and loved 
hunting. One day, while out 
hunting, he started a small 
fire to drive out the animals. 
The wind however sent the 
fire raging into a nearby field 
destroying the entire crop 
and a large forest. Conrad 
then fled the scene. The law 
had caught up with a poor 
peasant and accused him of 
starting the fire. They 
tortured the peasant and he 
was sentenced to death.  
 
Only as the peasant was 
passing Conrad’s house on 
the way to his execution did 
Conrad learn of the death 
sentence. Conrad rushed out 
and saved the man and 
acknowledged that he was 
guilty of starting the fire. 
Conrad and his wife then 
repaid the damage done 
from their own finances. At 
the age of 25 Conrad left his 
town and joined a group of 
hermits of the Franciscan 
Third Order while his wife 
was admitted as a Poor 
Clare nun.  
 
 

OFS Australia Website: www.ofsaustralia.org.au	 
 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia 
	
Email: national@ofsaustralia.org.au 	

		


