
	

National Newsletter 
Summer Edition – December 2017 

 
Inside	This	Issue	

	
National	Minister’s		
Message	
	
The	Nativity		
Of	Greccio	
	
Calendar	of	Events	
	
Notices	
	
Regional	Roundup	
	
OFS	General		
Chapter	–	Rome	
	
Australian	Catholic	
Youth	Festival	
	
Obituaries	
	
A	Word	from	Francis	
	
Calendar	of		
Franciscan	Feasts	
	
Christmas	Greeting	
	
Contacts	
	
	

National Minister’s Message 
 

Peace	and	all	goodness!	
	
I	cannot	believe	that	I	am	writing	my	Christmas	message.	Where	
has	the	year	gone?	
	
In	this	Newsletter	you	will	find	a	brief	report	on	the	Non-Elective	
General	 Chapter	 that	 took	 place	 in	 Rome	 in	 November	 where	
Andrea	Burvill	ofs	represented	Australia.	Maria	 Iadanza	ofs	also	
was	present	as	an	observer.	
	
For	the	first	time	we	had	a	stall	at	the	Australian	Catholic	Youth	
Festival	 2017,	 which	 was	 held	 in	 Sydney.	 We	 were	 pleasantly	
surprised	at	the	amount	of	interest	from	the	youth	and	adults	who	
attended.	To	maintain	the	enthusiasm,	initially	we	are	sending	out	
an	introductory	Newsletter	for	the	youth.	What	we	propose	to	do	
is	 to	 collate	 the	 contact	 details	 provided	 and	 inform	 Regional	
Ministers	as	appropriate.	The	National	Council	will	be	discussing	
activities	 to	 develop	 their	 awareness	 and	 understanding	 of	
Franciscan	 spirituality.	 Tony	 Bozicevic	 ofs,	 the	 National	
Promotions	 Officer,	 is	 to	 be	 commended	 on	 his	 hard	 work	 in	
preparing	for	the	Youth	festival.	I	wish	to	thank	Tony	Bozicevic	ofs,	
Susie	 White	 ofs,	 Anamarija	 and	 Daniela	 Mlikota	 (Franciscan	
Youth),	and	Maria	Iadanza	ofs	for	assisting	on	the	stall.	I	believe	
good	fun	was	had	by	all.	
	
I	 can	 confirm	 that	 the	 Pastoral	 and	 Fraternal	 Visitation	will	 be	
taking	place	at	our	Non-Elective	Chapter	in	Sydney	on	the	14th	–	
16th	September	2017.	Please	keep	the	dates	free.	
	
In	this	time	of	Advent	we	are	preparing	ourselves	to	welcome	
the	Infant	Jesus.	When	I	reflect	on	the	lowly	birth	of	Jesus	in	
Bethlehem	I	think	of	the	poverty	and	humility	of	Our	Lord.	
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In	the	Stations	of	Christmas	we	have	the	following	reflection	for		
7.	The	Nativity	
“Now	is	the	most	important	moment	in	Mary’s	life,	and	she	must	face	it	alone;	just	as	
her	Son	would	face	his	moment	of	truth	some	thirty	years	later.	The	holy	Son	of	God	is	
born	 in	 a	 stable.	 As	 the	 animals	 look	 on,	 God	 performs	 his	 greatest	 miracle.	 The	
promise	of	salvation,	dreamed	of	for	thousands	of	years,	is	accomplished	by	a	loving	
God	and	a	poor	girl	in	a	stable.”	
	

As	I	reflect	on	God’s	humility	I’m	reminded	of	the	great	thing	that	can	be	accomplished	when	
we	submit	ourselves	to	God’s	will.	
	
I	take	this	opportunity	to	extend	you	and	your	family	a	very	blessed	Christmas.	
	
Fraternally	in	St	Francis,	
Lola	Kelly	ofs.	
	
	

	
	 	

CALENDAR	OF	EVENTS	2018	
	

9-10	February	 	 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
27-29	April	 	 -	Victorian	Regional	Retreat	
11-12	May		 	 -	National	Council	Meeting.	Adelaide	
15-16	June	 	 -	NSW	Regional	Retreat,	Kensington	
10-11	August	 	 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
14-16	September	 -	Non-Elective	Chapter	–	Pastoral	and	Fraternal	Visitation	
9-10	October	 	 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
	

…	National	Minister’s	message	cont.	

	

After	 a	 visit	 to	 the	 Holy	
Land,	St	Francis,	full	of	love	
for	 the	 infant	 Jesus,	
commemorated	 the	 birth	
of	the	Infant	King	with	the	
first	known	nativity	scene.		
	
Trying	 his	 best	 to	 imitate	
the	simplicity,	poverty	and	
humility	 of	 the	 original	
birth	 of	 Jesus,	 St	 Francis	
found	 a	 small	 cave	 in	
Greccio,	 set	 up	 an	 empty	
manger	 with	 hay,	 and	
placed	next	to	it	an	ox	and	
donkey.		
	

The	 excited	 residents	 of	
Greccio	 came	 to	 the	 cave	
with	 their	 torches	 and	
candles.	 With	 great	
devotion	 to	 the	 infant	
Jesus	they	lit	up	the	night	
with	many	 brilliant	 lights,	
and	 filled	 the	 forest	 with	
psalms	 of	 praises	 to	 the	
infant	 King.	 Greccio	 that	
night	 was	 made	 as	 if	 it	
were	 a	 new	 Bethlehem,	
and	right	there	in	the	cave	
they	celebrated	holy	Mass.		
	

During	this	most	holy	night	
it	is	believed	that	Jesus,	in	
the	 form	 of	 a	 baby,	
appeared	 in	the	manager.	
A	 certain	 devout	 and	
credible	 soldier	 affirmed	
that	St	Francis	“beheld	an	
Infant	 marvellously	
beautiful,	 sleeping	 in	 the	
manger,	 Whom	 the	
blessed	 Father	 Francis	
embraced	 with	 both	 his	
arms,	 as	 if	 he	 would	
awake	Him	from	sleep.”		
(From	St	Bonaventure)	
	

The Nativity of Greccio 



	 	

	

SUPPORTING YOUR FAMILY 
	

Would	you	like	to	make	
a	 donation	 to	 the	 OFS	
this	 year?	 There	 are	
many	 projects	 the	
national	 OFS	 council	
would		

	

Would	 love	 to	 undertake	 such	 as	 better	
formation	 for	 members	 and	 support	 for	
isolated	 members,	 wider	 promotions,	
creating	 a	 national	 apostolate,	working	with	
the	youth	and	much	more.	
	
If	 you	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 Secular	
Franciscan	Family	this	year	please	send	your	
donations	via	electronic	online	banking	ONLY.	
Please	 do	 not	 try	 to	 deposit	 through	 a	
branch	as	these	payments	cannot	be	made	
to	our	account.		
	
Account:	Secular	Franciscan	Order	Inc.	
BSB:	062	784	
Account	No:	25975200	
	

OFS AUSTRALIA WEBSITE 
www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

	
	

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia		

NATIONAL NECROLOGY	
	
Please	 remember	 to	 send	 in	 articles	 for	 the	
National	 Necrology	 to	 Moya	 Roadley	
moyaroadley@hotmail.com	 Let	 us	 always	
remember	our	members	who	have	gone	before	
us.	
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REGIONAL EMAILS 

Official	 OFS	 email	
addresses	 have	 now	
been	 created	 for	 each	
regional	minister.	

This	will	 remove	 the	 need	 for	ministers	 to	
use	 their	 personal	 email	 addresses	 for	OFS	
related	mail,	and	will	also	create	a	smoother	
and	continuous	form	of	communication	once	
new	ministers	are	elected	to	the	position.	

NSW/ACT	nsw@ofsaustralia.org.au 

South	Australia		sa@ofsaustralia.org.au 

Queensland	qld@ofsaustralia.org.au  

Western	Australia	wa@ofsaustralia.org.au 

Victoria	vic@ofsaustralia.org.au   
 

	
THE TRILOGY 

 
The	new	Trilogy	 is	now	available	for	purchase	
at	$15	per	copy.	It	contains	the	“The	Rule	and	
Commentary”,	 “The	 General	 Constitutions”	
and	“The	Ritual”	 (Different	 from	 the	previous	
publication.)		
	
Please	contact	Fr	John	Cooper		
to	order	your	copy:	
	friarc4@gmail.com		
	
Payments	need	to	be	made	to	the		
National	Treasurer,	Emil	Perosh:	
epero.ofs@gmail.com		
	



	
	

Queensland:	Larry	Cox	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
What	 a	 wet	 day	 it	 was	 to	 spend	 in	 fraternity	 for	 our	 final	 meeting	 for	
2017!	 	Thank	you	 to	all	who	made	 the	effort	 to	 come	despite	 the	 inclement	
weather,	those	who	contributed	by	setting	up,	assisting	with	Mass,	bringing	a	
plate	 to	 share,	 helped	 clean	 up,	 and	 all	 who	 attended	 to	 join	 in	 fraternal	
communion.	The	time	spent	 together	 in	 fraternity	 is	an	 inestimable	gift	 that	

we	give	to	another.	
	
May	God	bless	you	all	this	Advent-tide,	and	bring	us	all	safely	back	in	January	for	our	first	
meeting	for	2018	
	

New	South	Wales/ACT:	Emil	Perosh	ofs,	Regional	Minister	

The	NSW/ACT	regional	Non-Elective	Chapter	was	held	on	the	4th	October	at	
The	 Star	 of	 the	 Sea	 Friary,	 Waverley.	 It	 was	 pleasing	 to	 see	 most	 of	 our	
fraternities	represented.	Members	were	treated	to	a	wonderful	talk	from	Fr	

Bernie	Thomas	OFM	who	filled	in	on	the	last	minute	for	Bishop	Vincent	Long	OFM	Conv,	who	
unfortunately	 called	 in	 sick	 that	 morning.	 Later	 in	 the	 day	 the	 Chapter	 heard	 from	 Lyn	
Harrison,	 CEO	 of	 Francis	 Social	 Services	 who	 gave	 a	 talk	 about	 the	 House	 of	 Welcome	
program.	Throughout	the	day	the	HoW	displayed	many	of	the	items	made	by	their	members.	

The	 annual	 Family	 Day	was	 held	 on	 30th	 October	 at	 the	 Shrine	 of	 Our	 Lady	 of	Mercy	 at	
Penrose	 Park.	 50	 members	 attended	 the	 day,	 with	 most	 fraternities	 represented.	 Our	
members	were	treated	by	a	talk	from	guest	speaker,	Dr	Alan	Cadwallader.	In	true	fraternity	
spirit	 all	 members	 attending	 brought	 an	 abundant	 of	 food	 to	 share,	 as	 well	 as	 plenty	 of	
Franciscan	spirit!	The	day	concluded	with	many	members	visiting	the	shrines	throughout	the	
grounds.	Many	thanks	to	the	Canberra	fraternity	for	organising	a	wonderful	Family	Day	this	
year. 

VICTORIA:	Jonothon	O’Keef	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
	
Greetings	and	peace	in	Christ.	
Here	 is	 some	Victorian	OFS	 resent	 news.	 On	December	 16th	 there	were	 two	
Professions	at	St.	Joseph's	Fraternity	Springvale	–	Tina	Rana	and	Rosa	Bingham.	

We	welcome	them	both	in	the	love	of	Jesus.	Bendigo	also	had	a	resent	Profession,	we	also	
welcome	Sean	Kennedy.	
We	 recently	 had	 the	 pleasure	 of	 Peggy	 McNeil	 visiting	 us	 and	 conducting	 a	 Formation	
workshop	weekend.	Very	informative	and	encouraging,	we	are	very	grateful	and	thank	you	
Peggy.		
Our	coming	events;	We	are	having	our	Regional	elections	in	February.	If	you	could	all	keep	
us	in	your	prayers,	may	the	Minister	General	be	very	warmly	welcomed	with	open	hearts.	
Also	we	are	having	our	yearly	retreat	in	April	27-29th	at	St.Pauls	retreat	center,	Wantirna.	
All	are	welcome.		
We	wish	everybody	nationally	a	very	happy	and	holy	Christmas	from	St.	Pio	Region	Victoria.	
Peace	and	love	in	Jesus.	



	
Western	Australia:	Angela	McGuire	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
A	 beautiful	 celebration	 of	 the	 Transitus	 of	 St	 Francis	 was	 held	 at	 Our	 Lady	 of	
Poland	 Church	 during	 the	 Parish	 Mass	 celebrated	 by	 Fr	 Tomasz	 OFM	 and	
concelebrated	by	Fr	Stan	OFM,	Fr	Marcellinus	OFM	and	Fr	Kenneth	D’Souza,	which	
is	usually	said	in	Polish	but	changed	for	us.	The	music	of	the	organist	and	violinist	
enhanced	this	occasion.	The	OFS	and	Br	Robert	Stewart	OFM	did	the	readings.		A	

wonderful	gathering	at	supper	followed.		
	
I	was	invited	by	the	Anglican	Franciscans	to	speak	at	their	Convocation	on	the	life	of	a	Catholic	
Franciscan.	I	set	out	on	the	hour-long	journey	arriving	by	the	sea	to	an	informal	interactive	
session	with	round	twenty	tssf.	They	were	very	welcoming	and	interested	in	what	I	had	to	
say	 and	 it	 is	 planned	 to	 organise	 a	 Reflection	 Day	 in	 2018	 for	 the	 Catholic	 and	 Anglican	
Franciscans.		
	
Fr	John	Cooper	OFM	Cap;	led	our	Annual	Retreat	on	1st,	2nd,	&	3rd	December	“What	Does	it	
Mean	to	be	a	Secular	Franciscan?”	His	spiritual	input,	sharing	of	stories	and	rich	history	of	
the	Secular	Franciscan	Order	sent	us	all	flying	home	with	wings.		We	were	overwhelmed	with	
so	much	knowledge	about	our	own	Order.	Twenty-four	people	attended	on	Saturday	at	this	
live-in/live-out	retreat,	while	fifteen	lived	in.		
	
May	you	all	be	blessed	with	the	Love	and	Peace	of	the	little	Lord	Jesus	at	Christmas	and	in	the	
New	Year.	
	
	

South	Australia:	Tony	Bartemucci	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
The	Transitus	of	St	Francis	was	celebrated	by	the	Newton	Fraternity	at	St	Francis	
of	Assisi	 Parish.	We	were	 joined	 by	 the	 Capuchin	 Friars,	members	 of	 the	OFS,	
parish	 community,	 and	were	 also	 privileged	 to	 have	 the	Anglican	Third	Order	
Society	of	St	Francis	with	us.	It	was	a	wonderful	celebration	of	the	Transitus	which	

was	followed	with	refreshments.	
	
Our	project	of	promotion	was	held	on	Saturday	28th	October	2017	at	the	Cathedral	music	
room,	Adelaide,	from	2-4pm.	Posters	and	pamphlets	were	designed	by	Diana	Venturini	ofs.	
We	appreciate	her	 input	 and	hard	work	 in	producing	 and	designing	 the	pamphlets.	 1000	
pamphlets,	 40	 posters,	 50	 personal	 invites	 were	 printed	 and	 distributed	 to	 fraternity	
members	and	parishes,	while	talks	were	given	during	Masses	where	possible.	The	Southern	
Cross	Newspaper	carried	an	article	on	the	Secular	Franciscan	Order	three	weeks	before	the		
event,	and	parish	newsletters	were	used	for	advertising.	
	
Attending	the	Promotion	Day	were	16	members	of	the	OFS,	and	6	inquirers	–	23	in	all	including	
Fr	Patrick	Colbourne	OFM	Cap.	The	first	talk	was	given	by	Regional	Spiritual	Assistant	Fr	Patrick	
Colbourne.	Three	Testimonies	from	OFS	Members	followed,	Diana	Venturini	ofs,	Peggy	McNeil	
ofs,	 and	Beata	Dawidowska	ofs.	 These	 Testimonies	were	worth	 a	 king’s	 ransom!	 The	had	
depth,	belief,	and	a	true	meaning	of	vocation	to	the	OFS.	I	feel	sad	and	sorry	for	the	members	
that	 did	 not	 attend,	 however	 not	 all	 could	 make	 it	 on	 the	 day	 –	 they	 truly	 missed	 an	
experience	of	testimonies	talks	to	what	a	vocation	truly	means.	I	would	like	to	acknowledge	
Fr	Patrick	Colbourne	OFM	Cap	for	his	support,	time	and	input	to	the	OFS	for	this	Promotion	
day.	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	

Above:	NSW/ACT	celebrate	their	annual	Family	Day.	Below:	The	NSW/ACT	regional	Non-Elective	Chapter	
	

Top	left:	Guardian	Angels	fraternity	QLD	
during	their	Elective-Chapter	
	
Top	right:	The	newly	appointed	council	
of	the	Guardian	Angels	fraternity		
	
Left:	Members	from	the	QLD	region	at	
their	last	meeting	for	2017.	
	



	 	
	
	 	

Members	of	the	Western	Australia	Fraternity	during	their	regional	retreat	in	early	December	

Let’s Celebrate 40 Years! 
 
In	2018,	the	OFS	Order	will	be	celebrating	40	years	since	
the	 proclamation	 of	 the	 new	 Rule	 of	 the	 Secular	
Franciscan	Order	on	 the	24th	of	 June	1978.	 It	was	 this	
Rule	 that	 placed	 the	 responsibility	 for	 managing	 and	
promoting	our	way	of	life	into	the	hands	each	fraternity	
throughout	 the	 world.	 Previously	 the	 friars	 were	 the	
Directors	of	the	Third	Order	of	St	Francis.	It	was	this	Rule	
that	 gave	 our	Order	 a	 greater	 autonomy	 and	 requested	
the	friars	to	be	Spiritual	Assistants.	The	responsibility	for	
the	Order	was	from	that	time	on,	our	responsibility.	

 

Celebrating  
71 Years! 

	
Congratulations	 to	 our	
National	Spiritual	Assistant	Fr	
John	 Cooper	 OFM	 Cap;	 who	
recently	 celebrated	 his	 71st	
birthday.	 This	 celebration	
coincided	 with	 the	 National	
Council	meeting.		

Reasons to Celebrate??? 
	

Are	you	or	your	fraternity	celebrating	an	important	
event?	Perhaps	a	milestone	anniversary	of	profession,	
birthday	or	anything	else?	Any	reason	is	a	good	reason	
to	celebrate,	so	please	send	in	your	photos	for	us	to	

include	in	the	National	newsletters!	



	 	

OFS	General	Chapter	Rome	November	4-12,	2017	
	

‘As	you	sent	me	into	the	world,	I	have	sent	them	into	the	world’	(John	17	v18)	
	

What	an	amazing	privilege	it	was	to	be	able	to	attend	an	OFS	
General	Chapter,	and	meet	many	brothers	and	sisters	from	all	
over	the	world!	 I	 thank	God	for	 this	privilege,	and	also	to	be	
able	 to	 serve	my	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 in	 the	Australian	 OFS	
Fraternity.	Out	of	112	Countries	where	the	OFS	is	present,	72	
countries	 were	 represented.	 With	 a	 number	 of	 Observers	
present,	there	were	approximately	120	people	at	the	Chapter.	
	

The	Chapter	opened	with	a	 concelebrated	Mass,	 the	main	 celebrant	being	Cardinal	Pietro	
Parolin	 from	 the	Vatican.	 In	 his	Homily	 he	 encouraged	us	 ‘to	 dedicate	 ourselves	with	 the	
ardour	and	humility	of	St	Francis,	to	build	an	always	fairer,	fraternal	and	solidarity	world’.	
	
Our	 General	 Minister	 Tibor	 Kauser	 ofs,	 gave	 an	 extensive	 report	 on	 the	 activities	 of	 the	
Presidency	Council.	They	meet	 twice	a	year	 in	Rome	for	a	week,	and	the	members	attend	
Visitations,	Elections	and	Emerging	Fraternities	etc.	He	spoke	about	the	same	challenges	as	
we	have	here	in	Australia,	such	as	finances,	lack	of	people	to	take	on	positions	and	tasks,	lack	
of	commitment	and	so	on.	
	
45	 countries	 had	 submitted	 some	 750	 proposals	 and	 comments	 to	 CIOFS	 re	 the	
‘Instrumentum	Laboris’	 document’.	 Our	OFS	Australia	 submissions	 on	which	many	 of	 you	
worked	so	hard,	were	of	course	among	them.	These	were	then	worked	on	by	groups	and	the	
final	submissions	collated.	All	proposals	were	passed	except	on	Leadership	4a(1),	where	all	
were	against	an	international	data	base,	but	all	National	Fraternities	were	encouraged	to	have	
a	 National	 data	 base	 as	 an	 update	 of	 all	 their	 Members.	 Administration	 and	 Promotion	
(Leadership	4e)	was	also	not	passed,	as	this	is	‘work	in	progress’	in	the	Presidency	Council.	
	
	
	



OFS	General	Chapter	cont…	

There	 were	 four	 presentations	 about	 how	 we	 should	 live	 out	 our	 Secular	 Franciscan	
Vocation.		No	matter	what	we	do	we	are	Franciscans	24/7,	not	just	for	Fraternity	Meetings	
etc!	These	presentations	are	on	the	CIOFS	website,	I	encourage	you	to	look	them	up;	great	
reading!	www.ciofs.org		
	
There	was	also	a	presentation	re	the	Causes	of	Saints	Commission.	Have	you	heard	about	
two	OFS	members,	one	already	Beatified,	Franz	Jágerstátter	from	Austria,	the	other	soon	
to	be	Beatified,	Lucien	Botovason	from	Madagascar?	They	were	two	married	men	with	
families,	who	gave	up	their	lives	in	witness	to	their	faith.	
	
Half	 way	 through	 our	week,	 we	went	 to	 Subiaco,	 about	 40km	 from	 Rome.	 There	 is	 a	
Benedictine	Abbey	there,	founded	by	St	Benedict,	and	also	the	convent	where	St	Scolastica	
lived.	 In	 fact	 Benedict	 and	 Scolstica	 were	 twins!	 St	 Francis	 visited	 this	 Monastery	
sometime	 in	the	early	1220s,	and	there	 is	 a	contemporary	painting	of	him	without	his	
stigmata	and	a	halo.	The	Monastery	is	built	into	the	side	of	the	mountain,	and	many	frescos	
adorn	 the	 interior.	A	beautiful	peace-filled	place	amongst	nature	where	you	could	 feel	
God’s	presence!		
	
The	final	collated	submissions	from	the	Chapter	will	be	studied	by	the	Presidency	Council	
and	acted	on	in	due	course.	 	
	
Andrea	Burvill	ofs	(International	Councilor	Australia)	
	

	
	 	

Australian	OFS	representatives	Andrea	
Burvill	and	Maria	Iadanza	together	with	
OFS	members	from	around	the	world.	



	
	 	

Australian	Catholic	Youth	Festival	2017	
	
	
The	Secular	Franciscan	Order	was	thrilled	to	host	a	stall	at	the	recent	Youth	Festival	held	in	
Sydney	from	7-9	December.	It	was	a	wonderful	experience	to	witness	19,000	young	Australian	
Catholics	openly	expressing	their	love	for	Jesus	and	the	Catholic	Church!	
		
Volunteers	at	the	OFS	stall	worked	tirelessly	to	spread	the	Franciscan	Spirit	and	promote	the	
Order	to	the	youth.	It	was	pleasing	and	encouraging	to	see	many	of	the	participants	showing	
interest	in	the	Secular	Franciscan	Order	and	willing	to	learn	more.	Promotional	material	was	
handed	out	to	approximately	1500	people	with	340	of	them	signing	up	to	our	mailing	list.		
	
There	were	also	approximately	50	diocesan	priests	and	several	bishops	who	came	and	spoke	
to	the	OFS	members	and	showed	interest	in	maintaining	communication	with	the	Order.		
	
Among	 the	 many	 highlight	 of	 the	 Festival	 included	 the	 Friday	 evening	 Plenary	 session	 at	
Quodos	Bank	Arena,	where	after	an	electrifying	evening	of	music,	singing	and	dancing,	plus	
talks	from	keynote	speakers,	the	Blessed	Sacrament	was	brought	before	them	for	adoration.	
For	20	minutes	15,000	young	people	knelt	in	complete	silence	and	reverence!	How	beautiful	
to	see	the	Holy	Spirit	in	action!	
	

Top	left:	the	OFS	Booth	
	
Top	right:	OFS	volunteers	–	
Anamarija	Mlikota,	Tony	
Bozicevic,	Susie	White,	
Maria	Iadanza,	Daniella	
Mlikota.		
	
Below:	Tony	Bozicevic,	
Maria	Iadanza	and	Susie	
White	preparing	the	
celebrate	the	closing	Mass	
at	the	Domain	Park.	



	
	

 
Jack	Smith		

11th	December,	1937	–	24th	September,	2017	
St	Francis	of	Assisi	Fraternity	Warrawong	NSW	

	
Recently	Sister	Death	had	taken	one	of	our	very	much-
loved	brothers,	Jack	Smith.		
		
Jack	 has	 been	 an	 OFS	 member	 for	 51	 years,	 he	 was	
professed	on	15th	July	1956.	
He	moved	from	Canberra	OFS	to	Bellambi	in	2006.		
	
That	same	year	in	June	he	joined	the	Warrawong	OFS	
members.	Jack	was	very	knowledgeable	on	the	life	and	
sayings	of	St	Francis	of	Assisi.	He	was	always	there	to	
help	 the	 OFS	 members	 with	 advice,	 and	 was	 very	
supportive	in	everything	the	members	did.	
	
He	always	went	out	of	his	way	to	visit	isolated	OFS	members	and	kept	in	touch	with	them.	
He	also	gave	advice	to	upcoming	novices	and	helped	them	in	formation	programs.	
	
A	number	of	occasions	when	we	used	to	organise	bus	trips	for	Family	Days	or	local	parish	
activities	he	always	used	to	say	how	it	would	make	him	happy	and	proud	to	be	a	member	
of	the	Warrawong	OFS	community	because	of	the	strong	Franciscan	Spirit	in	our	parish,	
and	how	the	community	comes	together	to	celebrate	any	Franciscan	event	in	our	parish.	
	
Jack	was	a	very	strong	inspirational	OFS	family	member.	He	will	be	very	sadly	missed,	
especially	his	Franciscan	advice.	(God	bless	you	Jack).	
	
Eternal	rest,	grant	unto	Jack	O	Lord	
And	let	perpetual	light	shine	upon	him.	
May	he	rest	in	peace.	Amen	
	
Paul	Portelli	OFS	Minister	
	 	

	

	 Project	Adoption	
PLEASE	NOTE	NEW	ADDRESS	

Donations	
	

Michael	McGuire	OFS	
PO	BOX	2116	
STH	YOKINE,		
Western	Australia,	6060	
	
Phone:	(08)	9275	5658	
Email:	angelmich@bigpond.com	

(This	is	an	OFS	charity	with	no	overheads)	
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Being humble means accepting humiliation like Christ 
Homily from the Chapel Casa Santa Maria: 5th December, 2017 

 
In	 the	 life	of	 a	Christian,	humility	 is	 an	 indispensable	quality	 that	 is	needed	 in	
order	to	allow	the	gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	grow.	This	was	the	reflection	of	Pope	
Francis	 in	his	homily	at	Mass.	Drawing	inspiration	from	the	Prophet	Isaiah,	the	
Pope	said	that	every	Christian	is	like	"a	small	shoot	on	which	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	
rests,	the	spirit	of	wisdom	and	intelligence,	the	spirit	of	counsel	and	fortitude,	the	
spirit	of	knowledge	and	the	fear	of	the	Lord	".	"These,”	the	Pope	said,	“are	the	gifts	
of	the	Holy	Spirit	which	grow	from	the	smallness	of	the	bud	to	the	fullness	of	the	
Spirit.	 This	 is	 the	 promise,	 this	 is	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 God”	 and	 "the	 life	 of	 the	
Christian,"	he	stressed.	
	
The	Pope	said	that	the	task	of	a	Christian	is	to	be	aware	that	each	of	us	is	a	“sprout	
of	that	root	which	must	grow	with	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	to	the	fullness	of	
the	Holy	Spirit	in	us.”	And	our	task,	he	said	is	to	safeguard	this	sprout,	this	growth	
which	is	the	Spirit."		The	Holy	Father	said	this	is	done	by	adopting	a	lifestyle	of	a	
Christian	that	resembles	Christ,	which	is	the	path	of	humility.			
	
The	Holy	Father	said	it	takes	faith	and	humility	to	believe	that	this	bud,	this	small	
gift	will	grow	to	the	fullness	of	the	gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		He	said,	it	takes	humility	
to	believe	that	the	Father,	Lord	of	Heaven	and	Earth,	as	the	day’s	Gospel	says,	has	
hidden	these	things	from	the	wise	and	the	learned	and	revealed	them	to	the	little	
ones.		Humility	means	to	be	small,	like	the	sprout	that	grows	little	by	little	to	the	
fullness	of	life	through	the	power	of	Holy	Spirit.	
	
The	 Pope	 further	 explained	 that	 being	 humble	 does	 not	 mean	 being	 polite,	
courteous	 or	 closing	 one’s	 eyes	 in	 prayer.	 	 Being	 humble	means	 being	 able	 to	
accept	 humiliations.	 “Humility	 without	 humiliation,”	 he	 stressed,	 “is	 not	
humility.”	A	humble	man	or	a	woman	is	one	who	is	able	to	endure	humiliations	
like	Jesus	whom	the	Pope	described	as	“the	great	humiliated.”		
	
Pope	Francis	recalled	the	example	of	many	saints	"who	not	only	accepted	
humiliations	but	asked	for	them"	in	order	to	resemble	Jesus.		The	Pope	
concluded	his	homily	urging	that	the	Lord	“grant	us	this	grace	to	safeguard	this	
smallness	towards	the	fullness	of	the	Spirit	without	forgetting	the	root	and	by	
accepting	humiliation.	
 

Taken from www.news.va	
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CALENDAR 
of 

Franciscan Feasts 
	

Holy	Name	of	Jesus	-	Devotion	to	the	Holy	Name	of	Jesus	uses	tiles	and	banners	
depicting	four	angels	presenting	the	sky	with	the	sun	at	its	centre.	Within	the	sun	
are	the	letters	IHS	(the	first	three	letters	of	Jesus	as	spelled	in	Greek)	illustrating	
that	Jesus	our	brother	and	Saviour,	the	centre	of	the	universe,	and	the	light	and	
sustenance	of	our	lives,	and	indeed	Life	itself.	The	memorial	was	authorised	for	
the	Franciscan	Order	in	1530.	
	
Bl.	Angela	of	Foligno	(1248-1309)	Third	Order	Regular.	Widow	
After	leading	a	sinful	life,	even	as	wife	and	mother,	Angela	was	converted	in	1285.	
Following	the	death	of	her	husband,	her	children	and	her	mother,	she	became	a	
Franciscan	tertiary	in	Foligno	and	established	a	community	of	Sisters	of	the	Third	
Order	Regular.	Directed	by	the	 friar,	Arnold	of	Foligno,	she	was	endowed	with	
great	 mystical	 gifts.	 Her	 spirituality	 is	 strongly	 centered	 in	 Christ,	 leading	 to	
union	with	the	Most	Holy	Trinity.	She	was	beatified	in	1693.	
	
St.	Charles	of	Sezze	(1613-1670)	OFM	-	Giancarlo	Marchionni	joined	the	friars	
at	San	Francesco	a	Ripa,	Rome	at	the	age	of	22,	taking	the	name	Carlo.	He	worked	
in	 the	 kitchen	 and	 garden	 of	 many	 friaries	 around	 Italy.	 As	 cook,	 gardener,	
sacristan	 and	 quester	 of	 alms,	 he	 sanctified	 his	 daily	 actions	 with	 spiritual	
thoughts	 and	 intentions.	 He	 never	 denied	 those	 who	 came	 begging,	 and	
sometimes	with	the	sign	of	the	cross,	he	was	able	to	multiply	food	for	the	hungry.	
He	was	canonised	in	1959	by	St	John	XXIII.	
	
St.	 Thomas	 of	 Cori	 (1655-1729)	 OFM	 –	After	 entering	 the	 friars	 at	 age	 22,	
Thomas	 was	 ordained	 in	 1683	 at	 Velletri,	 and	 soon	 after	 was	 nominated	 as	
assistant	master	 of	 novices.	 For	 his	 fidelity	 to	 the	 Rule,	 he	was	 drawn	 to	 the	
contemplative	dimension	and	drew	up	Constitutions	for	hermitages.	The	last	20	
years	of	his	life	were	spent	in	the	hermitage	of	Bellegra.	He	was	renown	for	his	
spiritual	direction,	his	healing	powers	and	his	 ability	 to	 spread	peace,	 joy	and	
reconciliation.	He	was	canonised	by	St	John	Paul	II	in	1999.	
	
St.	 Odoric	 of	 Pordenone	 (c.1285-1331)	 OFM	 –	 St.	 Odoric	 was	 ordained	 a	
Franciscan	priest	and	served	in	Udine,	Italy.	In	1318,	he	set	sail	from	Venice	to	
Istanbul	 en	 route	 to	 China.	 He	 preached	 Christianity	 among	 the	 Medes	 and	
Persians.	Proceeding	through	the	Persian	Gulf,	he	moved	to	India	basing	himself	
near	Mumbai.	He	then	went	to	Indonesia	and	finally	reached	Khanbaliq	(modern	
Beijing)	Worn	out	by	his	missionary	toils,	he	died	at	Udine	in	1331.	His	veneration	
as	blessed	was	approved	by	Benedict	XIV	in	1755.	
	
Ss.	 Bernard	 &	 Companions	 (+1200)	 OFM.	 Protomatyrs	 -	 Berard,	 Peter,	
Accursius,	Adjutus	and	Otto	were	the	first	matyrs	of	the	Franciscan	order.	After	
																an	unsuccessful	first	mission	preaching	to	the	Moors,	they	crossed	to			
																Morocco	to	preach.	King	Mira-Ma-Molin	had	expelled	them,	however		
																the	friars	returned	to	their	mission.	Infuriated	by	their	insistence	the		
																king	had	them	put	to	death.	They	were	canonised	in	1481	by	Sixtus	IV.	
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St.	 Eustocia	 Calafato	 (1434-1485)	 Poor	 Clare	 Virgin	 -	 After	 joining	 the	
monastery	 in	 her	 early	 teens	 Eustocia	 dedicated	 herself	 to	 prayer	 and	
mortification,	constantly	meditating	on	the	Passion	of	Christ.	Disillusioned	by	the	
strict	 observance	 of	 the	 rule,	 Eustochia	 and	 some	 other	 sisters	 began	 a	 new	
community	at	Montevergine.	Here	they	held	a	Christocentric	spirituality	and	a	
great	devotion	to	the	Eucharist.	Eustochia	was	renowned	for	the	fragrance	of	her	
virtues	and	of	her	holiness.	She	was	canonised	by	St	John	Paul	II	in	1988.	
	
St.	Hyacinth	Mariscotti	(1585-1640)	TOR.	Virgin	–	Born	into	a	wealthy	family,	
Clarice,	as	she	was	named,	entered	the	Third	Order	Regular	in	Viterbo,	taking	the	
name	of	Hyacinth.	She	however	lived	a	very	comfortable	life	in	the	convent	for	15	
years	 until	 a	 severe	 illness	 led	 to	 her	 conversion.	Deep	 humility,	 poverty	 and	
penance	then	characterised	her	life,	as	well	as	working	for	the	poor,	the	infirm,	
and	 prisoners.	 Her	 own	 life	 was	 marked	 by	 an	 intense	 love	 for	 the	 Blessed	
Eucharist	and	the	B.V.M.	She	was	canonised	in	1807	by	Pius	VII.	
	
Ss.	Peter	Baptist,	Paul	Miki	&	Companions	(+1597)	OFM	&	OFS.	Matyrs	
Friar	 Peter	 Baptist,	 Fr	 Paul	 Miki	 (one	 of	 three	 Jesuits),	 Several	 priests	 and	
seventeen	Japanese	Secular	Franciscans	ranging	in	age	from	12	to	40	years	were	
among	the	first	group	of	martyrs	in	the	Far	East.	The	Friars	had	been	sent	from	
the	Philippines	to	Japan	in	1593,	eventually	imprisoned	by	the	emperor	in	1596,	
and	they	together	with	the	others	were	crucified	on	the	seashore	near	Nagasaki	
in	1597.	They	were	canonised	in	1862	by	Bl.	Pius	IX.	
	
St	Colette	of	Corbie	(1381-1447)	OSC.	Virgin	-	By	the	age	of	21	St	Colette	had	
unsuccessfully	 tried	 religious	 life	 three	 times.	Within	 the	 next	 few	 years	 she	
experienced	 a	 divine	 call	 to	 reform	 both	 the	 Friars	Minor	 and	 Poor	 Clares	 in	
France.	Authorized	and	encouraged	by	Pope	Benedict	XIII	in	1406,	Colette	spent	
the	rest	of	her	life	bringing	many	Poor	Clare	monasteries	back	to	the	original	Rule	
of	St.	Clare,	as	well	as	in	reforming	several	communities	of	the	Friars	Minor.	She	
was	canonised	in	1807	by	Pius	VII.	
	
St	Giles	Mary	of	St	Joseph	(1729-1812)	OFM	–	St	Giles	spent	his	whole	religious	
life	in	the	friary	of	Chiaia	in	Napels	where	he	performed	duties	of	cook,	porter	and	
seeker	of	alms.	He	built	up	a	relationship	with	the	destitute	and	the	suffering	of	
Naples.	He	had	a	great	 love	 for	 the	Blessed	Sacrament,	 the	 Infant	 Jesus,	 and	 a	
tender	devotion	to	the	Mother	of	God	and	his	special	honoring	of	St	 Joseph.	St	
John	Paul	II	canonised	him	in	1996.	
	
St	John	of	Triora	(1760-1816)	OFM.	Matyr	-	St	John’s	mission	to	China	renewed	
Christian	communities	and	spread	devotion	to	the	Way	of	the	Cross.	Denounced	
as	a	minister	of	a	European	religion	amid	a	persecution	against	Christianity,	he	
was	imprisoned	and	condemned	to	death.	He	was	fixed	to	a	cross	where	he	was	
strangled.	He	was	canonised	by	St	John	Paul	II	in	2000.	
	
Bl.	Sebastian	of	Aparicio	(1502-1600)	OFM	–	Bl.	Sebastian	of	spent	most	his	
life	working	on	 farms	and	building	roads	 for	 transporting	cattle	(960km	of	it).	
After	donating	all	his	worldly	goods	to	the	Poor	Clares,	in	his	70s,	he	was	admitted	
to	the	
novitiate	in	the	Church	of	S.	Francesco	in	Mexico	City	where	he	was	professed.	He	
practiced	mortifications	and	was	known	for	his	holiness	and	love	for	the	needy.	
He	died	at	the	age	of	98.	He	was	beatified	in	1789	by	Pius	VI.	
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