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National Minister’s Message

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St Francis,
May the Lord give you peace and good.

Recently the National Council began a new project, the
gathering of information for a National OFS Necrology
so that we can have a remembrance of our dear Secular
Franciscan brothers and sisters who have already passed
into eternal life. So many are now just names in a
Register. We want to pray for them each year in
gratitude for their Vocation as members of the Secular
Franciscan Order. Saint Clare tells us in her Testament
that “Among all the other gifts which we have received
..and for which we must express the deepest thanks to our
glorious God, our Vocation is a great gift. Since it is the
more perfect and greater, we should be so much more
thankful to Him for it.”

This initiative of the Necrology fits in well with the fact
that our International Council (CIOFS) now has its own
Office for the Postulation of the Cause of Saints. This
is an interesting development because in the past the
friars of the First Order always handled this process for
us. It shows a growing autonomy within the OFS as we
take responsibility for the promotion of our own
Franciscan way of life. Our new Postulator sent out two
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sets of daily prayers for Seculars to add to the Divine Office - Lauds (Morning) and

Vespers (Evening) prayer. We have also been asked to reflect on the lives of the

Seculars we knew and ask ourselves if that person was a very holy person; if their

cause for canonization should be put forward.



... National Minister’s message cont.

Personally, I have had some very fine and dear Catholic friends who have
influenced me for the better over the years and have given me a sense of what
being a Catholic is all about. However, since becoming a Secular Franciscan [ have
had the extraordinary privilege of getting to know some very special people that I
would call true Franciscans, and on reflection I would say they were very good
people. But if you asked me if they were saints, [ am not quite sure if I am a saint
spotter. I am not quite sure what a Secular Franciscan saint looks like. I would
need to think about it a great deal. So on this issue I think our General Postulator,
Francesco Mattiocco for the cause of Saints poses a very important question to
each of us. A question to ponder during Lent and perhaps in our fraternity
meetings.

With that thought, [ want to wish you all the Perfect Joy of Lent.

Lola Kelly ofs
Bl. Lady Jacoba dei Settisoli
NATIONAL FRATERNITY
Secular Franciscan Order
* * _ sCUlp
Pearcitear
ORDER AUSTRALIA
NECROLOGY
AUSTRALIA
2017 Edition
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017
25 March - Victorian Regional Day, Box Hill
20-27 April - 5th Asia-Oceania OFS Congress, Bali
5-7 May - SA Regional Retreat, Adelaide
19-20 May - National Council Meeting, Adelaide
16-18 June - NSW Regional Retreat, Sydney
11-12 August - National Council Meeting, Adelaide
8-10 September - OFS National Non-Elective Chapter, Baulkham Hills
27 Sep-12 Oct - A Franciscan Pilgrimage to Italy
4-11 November - CIOFS, XV Ordinary General Chapter, Rome

10-11 November - National Council Meeting, Adelaide
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DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT
OUR NEW NATIONAL WEBSITE
AND FACE BOOK PA(;I

@ Sehi P Gt Vew Mwory Scckmens Owecs  Wodow e . - 2207

http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au
Like us on
ﬁ Facebook

www.facebook.com /ofsaustralia

Iif you're still searching for more to
read and discover here are a few more
websites that may be of interest:

International Council of the Secular
Franciscan Order (CIOFS)
http://www.ciofs.org/portal /index.p
hp/en

Franciscans International
http://franciscansinternational.org/
home

Franciscan Youth (YouFra)
http://www.ciofs.org/youfra/index.
hp/en

A FRANCISCAN PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY

A FRANCISCAN

PILGIMAGE TO ITALY

Come join us on a 16-day
pilgrimage to Italy. Traveling from
Rome to Assisi, La Verna, Padua
and Venice, this very special
pilgrimage with Harvest Journeys
has been specifically designed for
the Secular Franciscans and will

& focus on major Franciscan

destinations throughout Italy.

%= The tour will also offer an
# extended 5 nights in Krakov,
% Poland, with a special focus on St
Pope John Paul II and the Divine

1 Mercy revelations of St Faustina.

Duration: 16 Day Pilgrimage Journey (Optional extended 5 nights in Krakov)

Departure: Wednesday 27t September 2017

Booking form & Itinerary, please visit:

http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/announcements/franciscan-pilgrimage-to-italy-16-days

Email: national@ofsaustralia.org.au




REGIONAL RETREATS

South Australia New South Wales

50— 7™t May 16™ - 18" June
Passionist Retreat Centre Chevalier Centre,
Glen Osmond, Kensington,
Adelaide Sydney

This year Fr John Cooper, OFM; Cap, will be giving retreats in both Adelaide and Sydney.
The topic will be ‘Secular Franciscan Spirituality and the Way of Life.’

Regional retreats are made open to both OFS members and non-members right across
Australia. Secular Franciscans are invited and encouraged to attend their annual
retreats as a part of their ongoing formation. This is also a wonderful opportunity to
come together in true fraternity spirit to meet with other brothers and sisters of our
Secular Franciscan family. Non-members are also encouraged to attend and discover
what it is to be a Secular Franciscan.

ors /g Sro

It seems to have become common practice for us in the English-speaking countries to
abbreviate the ‘Secular Franciscan Order’ as ‘SFO." However it seems that many non-English
speaking countries use the abbreviation ‘OFS.’ This has caused much confusion!

In religious and secular orders it is always proper to use the Latin abbreviation. During the
International General Chapter in 2011 it was decided that the acronym used to refer to the
Ordo Franciscanus Sacularis was to be ‘OFS’ - NOT ‘SFO.” This was to reflect on the fact
that regardless of our country/language we are an international order. So in every situation
when abbreviating the Secular Franciscan Order, or using letters after our name, the proper
acronym to use must always be ‘OFS.

We have been around since 1221 - We're used to adapting! PAX ET BONUM!

Project Adoption

Donations
Michael McGuire OFS
PO BOX 2116
STH YOKINE,
Western Australia, 6060
Phone: (08) 9275 5658
Email: angelmich@bigpond.com

(This is an OFS charity with no overheads)




Regional Roundup

News from around Australia

QUEENSLAND: Larry Cox ofs, Regional Minister

It is of course, with a sense of deep sadness, that due to the inability of the

Sacred Heart Fraternity to elect a council, that the Fraternity will revert to an

OFS group in the short term while the formal process of transfers to two

nearby fraternities will take place. Many months of discernment, to discern
their path ahead has resulted in the most beneficial outcome for the desires of the Sacred
Heart Fraternity members.

The Sacred Heart Fraternity, Burleigh Heads Gold Coast met for their final fraternity
meeting on Wed 22 February 2017, combined with a Mass. Mass was co-celebrated by Fr
John Cooper, OFM Cap, and Fr Finian Perkins, OFM. A few family and friends were also in
attendance to celebrate the day with Mass.

7 OFS members of the Sacred Heart Fraternity, Gold Coast fraternity will transfer to the
Holy Spirit Fraternity at Kedron in Brisbane, while two OFS members will transfer to the
Guardian Angels fraternity at Wynnum.

NEW SOUTH WALES/ACT: Emil Perosh ofs, Regional Minister

The NSW/ACT Regional Council has been busy finalising their Calendar of
Events for 2017:

The annual Franciscan Retreat will be held at Kensington again this year, over the
weekend of 16-18 June. The theme of the retreat will be ‘Secular Franciscan Spirituality
and the Way of Life.’

The Canberra Fraternity will be hosting the annual Franciscan Family Day on 30
September at the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy at Penrose Park.

The Regional Non-Elective Chapter date has been set for 4 November at Waverley.
Final details on each event will be made available in the coming weeks and months

however, all Franciscan are invited and welcome to attend any or all of our social and
retreat events.



Victoria: John Paglia ofs, Regional Minister

On the weekend of 18t — 19th February the Victorian region was blessed with

7 new professions held at the Friary Chapel in Springvale and at Box Hill
Mass was celebrated by Fr John Vayalilkarottu OFM, Conv. Congratulations to all the newly
professed members.

The Victorian Region will also be hosting a Regional day at St. Paschals in Box Hill on
Saturday 25th March from 11AM to 3:30PM. All members are encourages to attend.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Angela McGuire ofs, Regional Minister

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in Australia from WA. Sister Death sadly

visited our dear Fr Michael Brown ofm (RIP) on 31st December 2016. He was 94

years old. His Mass of Christian Burial was held at Mary Immaculate Church

Waverley NSW on 6t January. A Memorial Mass was held at Our Lady Queen of
Martyrs Church Maylands WA on 17t% January which was attended by well over 100
people and thirteen priests. Fr Michael lovingly served the Secular Franciscan Order for
twenty three years in WA setting up the Dardanup Fraternity and was the Spiritual
Assistant to Fraternities in Collie, Midland, Perth and Balcatta. He was Regional Spiritual
Assistant for 14 years. He always very generously shared his spiritual insights....our
treasured gem will be remembered always.

Our Lady’s Assumption Fraternity Balcatta on 18t December hosted the reading of the
story of Greccio and Carols at St Theresa’s Church Gwelup. The Regional Council organised
a Friends and Family lunch on 28t January at Sticky Beaks Café in Kings Park. Despite the
37 degree day it was attended by eleven people and we were fortunate to sit in the air
conditioning. Our Regional Elective Chapter and Fraternal and Pastoral Visitation will be
conducted by Lola Kelly and Fr John Cooper ofm Cap on 1st and 2nd April 2017.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Tony Bartemucci ofs, Regional Minister

The Newton fraternity, as part of their apostolate, attended the Reflection Day at
St Francis of Assisi School in Newton on the 34 March and presented the year 7
students with a Tau cross and booklet explaining the Franciscan history.

On 5-7 May the region will be holding their annual retreat at the Monastery Glen
Osmond with Fr John Cooper as their Retreat Master.

In December last year we were very saddened by the death of our dearly beloved
sister Teresa Betty Adams ofs. She was a dearly beloved member of our fraternity and will
be dearly missed by all of us. Please see the eulogy attached in the newsletter.
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The two original members of the
Fraternity, Joan Jowett and Maria
Brazenas
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Members of the Sacred Heart Fraternity in Queensland after their final meeting
and mass on February 22nd,



PROFESSIONS

| Newly professed members for
Boxhill, Victoria. Left to right:
Heather Keoen, Rita Bastianpillia,
Chi Kim Dinh, Swinitha
Ferdinando, Maurice Ferdinando

Left to right Chi Kim Dinh, Rita
Bastianpillai, Fr Bob

Stewart ofm. In the back, Br Jim
Fitzgerald ofm spiritual assistant,
Maurice Ferdindo (half hidden),
Swinitha Ferdando, Heath Keown

Newly Professed - Alvin Lee and Aylin
Sinsek with Spiritual Assistant Fr John
Vayalikarottu OFMConv.

~ The profession took place in St Joseph’s
Friary Chapel, Springvale - Victoria, on 18
February 2017. Approximately 26
Fraternity Members, family and friends
attended the Profession Mass and festive
afternoon tea.
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Do You Support Your Own Family?

Secular Franciscans in Australia have always been
exceedingly generous in supporting those in need.
Our members continue to dig deep and make |
regular financial contributions to assist many well
deserving charities, missions and religious |

communities in Australia and around the world. ;

Sometimes we are so good at helping others that we
actually forget to help ourselves! As Secular
Franciscans it is important for us to be reminded
about the need to support our own family.

Annual Giving

Do you usually make an annual donation to your regular charities? This year would you
consider sending your donations to the OFS instead, or at least divide some of your annual
contribution between your usual charities and the OFS?

Sometimes we all get into the ‘habit’ of supporting particular groups simply because we feel
the need to be charitable. However sometimes those charities really aren’t entirely all that

dear to us. Maybe this is a time for all of us to consider would it

perhaps be better to give more of that support to a cause that is
truly dear to us - OUR SECULAR FRANCISCAN FAMILY.

There are many projects the National OFS council would love to
undertake such as better formation for members and support for
isolated members, wider promotions, creating a national
apostolate, attracting the youth and much more. Currently we are
unable to do many of these as the only support we receive is
through the levies, which barely cover the basics.

All of us want to see a more vibrant and ever expanding Order. By
including the OFS in your annual donations we will be supporting
the family that is truly dear to all of our hearts - The Secular
Franciscan family!

If you wish to contribute to our Secular Franciscan
Family this year please send your donations via
electronic online banking ONLY. Please DO NOT
deposit through a branch as these payments cannot be
made to our account.

Account Name: Secular Franciscan Order Inc.
BSB: 062 784

Account No: 2597 5200

Please use your name as a reference.

FROM THE RULE
AND
CONSTITUTION

“Local fraternities
should contribute
toward the
expenses of the
higher fraternity
councils” (Rule 25).
“In a family spirit,
each brother and
sister should make
a contribution to
the fraternity
fund...the brothers
and sisters ought to
provide the means
necessary for
supporting the
activities and the
operations of the
fraternities at
higher levels
(Article 30).



The Franciscan Family Tree

Of all the religious movements in the Roman Catholic Church from the Middle Ages on, the
Franciscans have been the largest and farthest reaching. Here are some statistics for our
modern day Franciscan family.

Demographics of the Franciscan Family

» First Order/Third Order Regular - 30,000 (members)

> Second Order - 60,000
» Franciscan Congregations - 155,000 < >
» Secular Franciscan Order - 450,000

The Franciscan family today consists of about 700,000
brothers and sisters.

Demographics of the Secular Franciscan Order

Present in 116 nations

70 constituted national fraternities

15 emerging national fraternities

25 nations in which there is a presence of the Secular
Franciscans

YV VY

There are approximately 450,000 Secular Franciscans worldwide
There are approximately 50,000 Franciscan Youth worldwide

Y VY

Secular Franciscans make up 65% of the entire Franciscan family

& All Other Franciscans

& Secular Franciscans
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FR MICHAEL JOHN BROWN OFM
Died 31st December, 2016

Michael John Brown was born on 12 July, 1922 in the wheat-belt
town of Wyalkatchem, about 200km North-East of Perth. His younger
brother Neil recalled that Fr Brown felt called to be a priest at an
early age. “It was always in his mind from when he was at school.” As a
young man he spent five years in the Royal Australian Air Force
during World War II before returning to his education to gain his
Leaving Certificate. It was while studying at CBC Leederville that he
met a Franciscan Friar - who was visiting the college on a
recruitment drive - and was invited to enter the Franciscan Novitiate
in Box Hill in 1948.

Fr Michael returned to his home state following his ordination on 6 August, 1955, serving as
a Parish Assistant in Midland and Collie. He was called back to Victoria in 1963 to become
Assistant Superintendent of Morning Star Boys’ Home, and then appointed as
Superintendent the following year. In 1971, Fr Michael became Parish Priest and Guardian
to the Franciscan community at Midland. He held similar roles in various places throughout
WA and Queensland over the next 40 years. It will be in his home state that Fr Brown will be
most keenly missed. Fr Brown had a long association with the Secular Franciscan Order in
WA and was a Spiritual Director to many in the Archdiocese. Fr Michael was extremely
helpful and caring for others, often spending hours on the phone talking to people.

After retiring in 2012, Fr Brown spent his final years in Waverley, NSW, accepting illness
and disability with great patience and prayerfulness. He was devoted to his Lord and our
Blessed Mother Mary. He was a cheerful priest and loved to laugh, but not at the expense of
anyone else. He was gentle, yet firm and strong in principle and conviction.

Teresa Betty Adams ofs
Died 24t December, 2016

Eulogy by Lola Kelly ofs

Who is a Secular Franciscan?
Well, they are people who are called to holiness within the Church and are
prompted by the Spirit to deepen this calling by following the example of
- Francis and Clare through the Secular Franciscan Order, with its rich
i A .| history, traditions and spirituality. They are a witness of the Holy Gospel
CaE R of our Lord Jesus Christ in all aspects of their daily life, through prayer,
simple living, and kindness, being open to conversion, by showing charity and bringing
peace, love and joy to everyone they meet. It's a simple thing really made beautiful by love.
Secular Franciscans live in the secular world, of everyday family life and work they have a
lay mission to instill a sense of justice in this world, upholding the dignity and value of every
person. They do this by being in full communion with the Church and by following the
example of Mary in intimacy with Jesus and in conformity with the teachings of Jesus.

11
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Betty Adams lived this vocation to the fullest. She was a lady of such dignity and goodness
who lived her calling with such humility, showing love, patience, understanding and
tolerance to all the inquirers, candidates and members of the Secular Franciscan Order who
came under her guidance in her role as Regional and Local Formator. What a Formator she
was, she had such enthusiasm for the Order. She had a great knowledge and understanding
of Our Rule and Constitutions, she made them interesting and brought them alive. Her
knowledge of Franciscan Spirituality was incredible and you longed to hear more.

Betty guided many of the Seculars here today through their time as a Candidate. This is a
time where we are discerning our vocation to become a Secular Franciscan. She was always
ready to answer any questions. She was full of encouragement. She had the ability to
recognise our gifts and was always calling us forth to be more than we thought we could be.
She was able to help solve difficult situations and she loved talking with all of us.

Betty’s gentleness and calm serenity was already missed by many. There has been a real gap
in our monthly fraternity meetings and other gatherings as she had not been able to attend
them for some time now. Many of us are the seculars that we are today because of the
guidance she gave to us as we journeyed together in our fraternity.

Betty you will never be forgotten. Your total commitment to the fraternity and to your
secular calling was inspirational. I am so privileged to have been mentored by you. [ will
always thank God for the gift of you in my life.

Pax et bonum our beautiful sister in St Francis. We wish you the Peace and Goodness of God.
We love you.

Fr Benet Fonck OFM
1945 -2016

We Secular Franciscans of the English speaking world owe a great deal to
Fr Benet for his assistance to us in many ways especially during the early
years of the Pope Paul VI Rule of 1978. Fr Benet was indeed a great
communicator and author and was the Coordinator of the National
Spiritual Assistants’ Commission (USA) who was responsible for the
Official Commentary of The Rule (which is included in The Trilogy
publication which many of you would have.) Also most of us would be
familiar with his wonderful resource Manual for Initial Formation, Fully
Mature With The Fullness of Christ. The Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order (published by
St Anthony Messenger Press) was compiled by Fr Benet. From 1980 till 1985 he was
General Spiritual Assistant (OFM) in Rome for the Secular Franciscan Order and visited the
Australia during that time.

Fr. Benet A. Fonck, OFM, age 71, passed away peacefully on Friday, December 23, 2016 at
Our Lady of Angels Retirement Home in Joliet, IL where he served as Chaplain from 2005 -
2012.

Fr. Benet was ordained a Priest June 3, 1972 and served parishes in Texas, Illinois and
Missouri. He served as a Liaison to friars in Manitowoc, Wisconsin in the early to mid
1990’s. Father retired to St. Clare’s Village in Alton, IL early in 2016.

Please remember Fr Benet in your prayers.

Helen Britton ofs

12



Dear OFS Australia!
We are very happy indeed to let you know more about PNG OFS.

We became an emerging National Fraternity in 2012 and last year we conducted our first
ever National Elective Chapter. We have a good number of local fraternities scattered
around five provinces of PNG. There are 3 Regional Fraternities. Erwin, our newly elected
National Minister, and I are in Port Moresby. He's a policeman and my husband is a
policeman too. They both are instructors at the Police College. On March 4 our Regional
Fraternity will gather at the Franciscan College at Catholic Theological Institute in Port
Moresby to have Recollection and Mass together with the Friars to start this year's OFS
activities.

Sabina Masirk ofs
International Councilor PNG

CIOFS Report - PNG National Elective Chapter

The National Elective Chapter of the OFS in Papua New
Guinea was celebrated from 1st - 6t November, 2016 at St
Michael’s Parish in Lae city. The chapter was presided over
by Augustine Yoon CIOFS, Presidency Councilor delegated by
Tibor Kauser OFS, General Minister. As Witness of
communion with the Franciscan family, Fr Joe Quentaip OFM
was present delegated by the CAS. In the spirit of belonging
to the same Franciscan family, of prayer, of fraternity, of
service and hospitality, 20 capitulars and 13 observers
participated in the chapter. Also present was the National

Spiritual Assistant, Br Edward Meli OFM, Erwin Maritua was  Above: The newly elected National
elected the National Minister, Sabina Mauri the International Council of PNG with International

Councilor, and Joel Masiri as International Councilor representative Augustine Yoon.
Below: Delegates at the recent

National Chapter in Lae, PNG

Substitute. The mass for the installation of the new council
was presided over by Fr Jow Quentaip OFM.
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QAK Word From Francis

j

Pope Francis’ Angelus Address on the ‘Beatitudes’

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

This Sunday’s liturgy has us meditate on the Beatitudes (cf. Matthew 5:1-12a)...I will pause on
the first beatitude: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven” (v. 4). He
is poor in spirit who has assumed the sentiments and the attitude of those poor, who do not
rebel in their condition, but are able to be humble, docile, open to the grace of God. The
happiness of the poor — of the poor in spirit — has a twofold dimension: in relation to goods
and in relation to God. In regard to goods, to material goods, this poverty in spirit is sobriety:
not necessarily renunciation, but the capacity to enjoy the essential, to share; the capacity to
renew every day the wonder of the goodness of things, without being weighed down in the
opacity of voracious consumption. The more I have, the more I want; the more I have, the
more | want: this is voracious consumption. And this Kills the soul. And the man and woman
who do this, who have this attitude “the more I have, the more [ want,” are not happy and will
not attain happiness. "In relations with God, it is praise and gratitude that the world is a
blessing and that at its origin is the creative love of the Father. But it is also openness to Him,
docility to His lordship: He is the Lord; He is the Great One. I am not great because [ have
many things! He is: He who willed the world for all men and wanted it so that men would be

happy.

A poor one in spirit is a Christian who does not trust in himself, in his material riches, who is
not obstinate in his opinions but listens with respect and disposes himself willingly to others’
decisions. If there were more poor in spirit in our communities, there would be fewer
divisions, oppositions and controversies! Humility, like charity, is an essential virtue for
coexistence in Christian communities. The poor, in this evangelical sense, appear as those
that keep alive the goal of the Kingdom of Heaven, making one perceive that it is anticipated
in germ in a fraternal community, which prefers sharing to possession. I would like to stress
this: to prefer sharing to possession. To always have an open heart and hands (he makes the
gesture), not closed (he makes the gesture). When the heart is closed (he makes the gesture) it
is a narrow: it does not even know how to love. When the heart is open (he makes the
gesture), it goes on the way of love.

May the Virgin Mary, model and first fruit of the poor in spirit because totally docile to the
Lord’s will, help us to abandon ourselves to God, rich in mercy, so that He will fill us with His

gifts, especially the abundance of His forgiveness.

(Given in St Peter’s Square Rome, on 29t January, 2017)
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April 23

CALENDAR

of
FRANCISCAN FEASTS

Bl. Liberatus Weiss and Companions (+1716) Friar Minors. Martyrs

In 1703 Bl Liberatus served as a missionary in Ethiopia and was later joined by
the Franciscan priests Michele Pio Fasoli and Samuele Marzorati. They were all
stone to death in 1716 for defending the Catholic faith. They were beatified in
1988 by St John Paul II.

St John Joseph of the Cross (1654-1734) Friar Minor - St John Joseph spent
the first years of his priesthood in a small hermitage. He devoted much of his life
to contemplative prayer about which he wrote intensely. He was a true friend of
the poor and also a councilor to St Alphonsus Maria Ligouri. In his old age he
suffered a lot from leg ulcers and could hardly walk. He was canonised in 1839
by Gregory XVI.

St. Salvador of Horta (1520-1567) OFM - After becoming a Franciscan in
1541 he became well known for healing people simply by blessing them with
the sign of the cross. His fame spread and people flocked to him, disturbing the
peace of the friary. He was then moved to the unknown village of Horta,
however thousands of pilgrims came there to seek him for cures. His superiors
continued to move him, and eventually sent him out of Spain. He was canonised
by Pius XI in 1938.

St. Benvenute Scotivoli of Osimo (c.1188-1282) OFM - As the bishop of
Osimo, Italy, St Benvenute was known as a great reformer and peacemaker.
Realising he was soon to die, he distributed all of his belongings to the poor.
After his death he was buried in the cathedral crypt where miracles began to
occur around his tomb. He was canonised by Martin IV in the 13t century.

St. Benedict of San Fratello (1524-1589) OFM - As a young adult St Benedict
followed the Franciscan Rule and lived as a hermit for 17 years before joining
the convent of friars in Palermo. There the fame of his sanctity and miracles he

performed attracted many including the nobility of Sicily. He was canonised by
Pius VIl in 1807.

St. Conrad of Parzham (1818-1894) OFM. Confessors - In 1849 Conrad
became a lay friar in the Capuchin order. He spent most of his life working as a
porter in the friary at Altoetting. Prayer, work, patience, and affability
characterized him, and he drew strength from the Blessed Eucharist, the
Passion, and devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. He also found time to work for
abandoned children. He was canonised by Pius XI in 1934.

Bl. Giles of Assisi (+1262) OFM - Giles was the third of the first twelve
companions of St. Francis, joining him in 1209. After the death of St. Francis,
Giles remained a tireless and outspoken upholder of the primitive form of life.
Giles died in 1262 at a small friary in Monteripido. His cult as Blessed was
approved in 1777 by Pius VI. Apart from St. Clare of Assisi, Giles is the only
companion of St. Francis to be thus honored by the Church.

15



April 24

April 28

St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen (1578-1622) OFM. Martyr - After practicing civil
law for a short period Fidelis was ordained priest, and then entered the
Capuchin Order in 1612. He spent his life preaching in Switzerland where he
brought back many Calvinists to the church. He was eventually attacked and
killed while preaching by a group of fearing Calvinists. Fidelis was canonised in
1746 by Benedict XIV.

Bl. Luchesius (c.1181-1260) OFS - Luchesius spent the early part of his life as
a soldier. Later he turned to farming and trading in grain, being particularly
greedy for wealth. He is said to have been converted to a new life by St. Francis
in Poggibonsi, and became the first Secular Franciscan along with his wife,
Bounadonna dei Segni. They gave away their wealth and engaged in works of
charity for the poor.

Bl. Thomas Ballaker, Henry Heath, Arthur Bell, John Woodcock and
Charles Meehan (+1600) OFM. Martyrs in England & Wales - During the
persecutions of King Henry VIII throughout the 16t & 17t centuries many
Catholics were martyred including these Franciscan priests.

Our Lady Mediatrix of All Graces - A long Franciscan tradition holds that Our
Lady’s unique role in the redemption is worthy of this special feast. Mary
herself was redeemed by Christ, her Son. Then through her powerful
intercession, she obtains for us the graces that God wishes to bestow on the
human race.

St Catherine of Bologna (1413-1463) Poor Clare. Virgin - St Catherine
became a Franciscan Tertiary at the age of 14, however her community
eventually became part of the Poor Clares. She had determined to live a life of
perfection and soon began to see visions of Jesus and the evil one. After her
death in 1463 her body was found to be incorrupt and remains so today in the
Church of the Poor Clare convent in Bologna.

St Leopold Mandicof Herceg Novi (1866-1942) OFM - Leopold joined the
Capuchins in 1882, and was ordained a priest in 1890. His prayer life was
directed towards the union of the Oriental and Catholic Churches. He was well
known for administering the sacrament of reconciliation, which became his life
long apostolate.

St. Peter Regalado (1390-1456) OFM - Born in Spain, from an early age he
loved quiet places where he would sit for hours in prayer and devotion. He was
allowed to enter the Franciscan convent at the age of 13. His love of neighbour
was so great that he often brought the poor and sick with him into the friary
and cared for them with great love. He was also known to possess the
extraordinary graces of levitation and bilocation.

St. Margaret of Cortona (1247-1297) OFS. Penitent - In her youth Margaret
was neglected by her father and stepmother. She left home at the age of 18 and
lived with a nobleman to whom she had a son out of wedlock. The murder of
her lover shocked Margaret into a change of life. She became a Secular
Franciscan. Her life of penance and reparation was accompanied by assistance
to the poor for whom she founded a hospital and a special group of women to

. look after it.
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