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Summer Edition – December 2016 

Dear	Brothers	and	Sisters,	
	
Peace	and	goodness	to	each	one	of	you.	
	
The	 Council	was	 elected	 at	 the	National	 Elective	 Chapter	 in	
September,	which	was	presided	over	by	 Jennifer	Harrington	
ofs,	 Presidency	 Councilor,	 and	 the	 Delegate	 of	 General	
Spiritual	Assistants	 Fr	Carl	 Schafer	ofm.	 Those	 elected	were	
Lola	Kelly	ofs	as	Minister,	Moya	Roadley	ofs	as	Vice-Minister,	
Maria	Iadanza	ofs	as	Secretary,	Emil	Perosh	ofs	as	Treasurer,	
Peggy	McNeil	ofs	as	Formator,	Tony	Bozicevic	as	Promotions	
Officer.	We	continue	to	have	the	 loyal	support	and	guidance	
from	our	National	Spiritual	Assistants	Fr	John	Cooper	ofm	cap	
and	 Br	 Louis	 Schmid	 ofm	 conv.	 The	 Chapter	was	 a	 time	 of	
coming	 together	 as	 a	 family	 and	 celebrating	 our	 Franciscan	
charism.		
	
I	wish	 to	 express	 our	appreciation	 to	 Sandra	Tilley	 ofs	who	
has	served	our	Order	for	many	years	in	various	positions	on	
the	 Local,	 Regional	 and	 National	 Council.	 She	 has	 worked	
tirelessly	for	us	as	our	National	Minister	for	the	last	six	years.	
May	 the	 Lord	 bless	 you	 and	 may	 you	 enjoy	 a	 time	 of	
relaxation	and	rest.	
	
We	 welcome	 newcomers	 to	 the	 National	 Council,	 Moya	
Roadley	ofs,	and	Tony	Bozicevic	ofs.		
	
We	thank	you	for	the	privilege	to	be	able	to	serve	you	as	your	
council.	 We	 will	 work	 together	 to	 animate	 and	 guide	 our	
National	 Fraternity.	 We	 are	 your	 servants	 doing	 the	 Lord’s	
will.	
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We	 are	 servant	 leaders	 laying	down	our	 lives	 for	you	all.	We	will	 endeavour	 to	 love	each	
member	with	an	attitude	that	will	draw	others	to	us,	and	we	will	seek	to	live	a	Gospel	life	
centred	on	conversion.	We	have	taken	a	risk,	as	you	all	have,	who	have	accepted	a	role	 in	
leadership.	We	 face	 the	 risk	 of	 failure	 and	 criticism.	 But	 it	will	 be	 a	wonderful	 enriching	
experience	with	opportunities	for	great	personal	growth.	We	ask	for	your	prayers	and	ask	
the	Holy	Spirit	to	be	continually	our	guide	along	the	way.	
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…	National	Minister’s	message	cont.	

The	National	Council	met	on	the	11th-12th	November	2016	in	Adelaide.	You	would	have	by	
now	received	the	Summary	of	our	meeting.	We	believe	it	is	necessary	to	keep	the	lines	of	
communication	open	between	all	levels,	as	well	as	keeping	you	informed	about	what	the	
National	Council	is	doing.	
			
In	this	time	of	Advent,	we	are	all	awaiting	the	coming	of	the	Infant	Child	Jesus.	St	Francis	
had	a	great	devotion	to	Christ	in	Bethlehem	and	this	shown	by	the	incident	in	Greccio.	This	
is	narrated	in	1	Celano	as	follows:	

	
We	should	note,	 then,	 as	a	matter	worthy	of	memory	and	 reverence,	
what	he	did	three	years	prior	to	his	death,	at	a	town	of	Greccio,	on	the	
birthday	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	
	
“If	 you	 desire	 to	 celebrate	 the	 feast	 of	 the	 Lord	 together	 at	 Greccio,”	
Francis	said	to	him,	“hurry	before	me	and	carefully	prepare	the	things	I	
tell	you.	For	 I	wish	to	enact	 the	memory	of	that	baby,	who	was	born	in	
Bethlehem:	 to	 see	 as	 much	 as	 possible	 with	 my	 own	 bodily	 eyes	 the	
discomfort	of	his	infant	needs,	how	he	lay	in	a	manger,	and	how,	with	an	
ox	and	an	ass	standing	by	he	rested	on	the	hay.”	
	
Finally,	 the	day	 to	rejoice	drew	near,	 and	from	many	different	places	
people	were	called	to	come	to	Greccio	if	they	could	and	celebrate	the	
feast.	On	 the	 feast,	 they	gathered	carrying	 lamps	and	 torches	to	 light	
up	 the	 night.	 Finally,	 Francis	 came	 and	 he	 was	 glad	 to	 see	 so	 many	
people		there.	The	manager	was	prepared	and	hay	was	carried	in	and	
the	ox	and	the	ass	were	led	to	the	spot.	There	in	their	simplicity,	they	
remembered	the	holy	night	 in	Bethlehem.	They	sang	and	gave	praise	
to	God	and	the	Mass	was	celebrated.	

	
Today	this	event	is	recognised	as	the	crib,	which	we	are	so	familiar	with	at	Christmas	time.	
May	we	all	meditate	on	the	humility	of	Christ	who	came	to	us	as	a	helpless	baby.	
	
The	Council	prays	that	all	the	blessings	of	the	Infant	Child	Jesus	are	given	to	you	and	your	
families.	
	
Yours	in	St	Francis,	
Lola	Kelly	ofs.	
	

CALENDAR	OF	EVENTS	2017	
	

10-11	February		 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
20-27	April	 	 -	5th	Asia-Oceania	OFS	Congress,	Bali	
12-13	May	 	 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
11-12	August		 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
8-10	September	 -	OFS	National	Non-Elective	Chapter,	Baulkham	Hills	
27	Sep	–	12	Oct	 -	A	Franciscan	Pilgrimage	to	Italy	
4-11	November	 -	CIOFS,	XV	Ordinary	General	Chapter,	Rome	
10-11	November	 -	National	Council	Meeting,	Adelaide	
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REPORT	OF	OFS	NATIONAL	ELECTIVE	CHAPTER	OF	AUSTRALIA	
St.	Joseph’s	Centre	for	Reflective	Living,	Baulkham	Hills,	NSW	

9	–	11	September	2016	
	

	
Jenny	Harrington	ofs	(Presidency	Councillor)	was	delegated	to	preside	at	the	national	elective	
chapter,	with	Fr	Carl	Schafer	ofm	(delegate	General	Assistant),	which	took	place	at	St	Joseph's	
Centre	for	Reflective	Living,	Baulkham	Hills,	NSW	from	9th	to	11th	September	2016.	
	
There	was	a	good	spirit	of	collaboration	among	the	outgoing	council	and	the	chapter	was	well	
organised.	 At	 all	 times,	 there	 was	 a	 peaceful	 and	 joyful	 presence.	 The	 presence	 of	 Fr	 John	
Cooper	 ofm	 cap	 (National	 Spiritual	 Assistant),	 and	 Br	 Louis	 ofm	 conv	 (National	 Spiritual	
Assistant),	and	Regional	Spirit	Assistants:	Fr	Finian	Perkins	ofm	(Queensland),	Fr	Allan	Hartcher	
ofm	 (Tasmania),	 Fr	 Patrick	 Colbourne	 ofm	 cap	 (South	 Australia),	 Fr	 Carl	 Schafer	 ofm	 (South	
Australia	 and	 Western	 Australia)	 was	 very	 encouraging,	 and	 their	 love,	 commitment	 and	
dedication	for	OFS	was	very	evident.	
	
The	liturgy	was	well	prepared,	with	Morning	and	Evening	prayer,	Celebration	of	the	Eucharist,	
Adoration	 of	 the	 Blessed	 Sacrament	 prior	 to	 Elections,	 Washing	 the	 Feet	 of	 all	 regional	
ministers	 by	 the	 newly	 elected	 National	 Minister,	 and	 the	 planting	 of	 a	 tree	 to	 close	 the	
Chapter.	
	
Thursday,	8th	September	-	
The	Elective	Chapter	was	consecrated	to	our	Blessed	Mother	during	Evening	Prayers	and	then	
an	informal	meeting	was	held	with	the	National	Council.	
	

• Outstanding	 contributions	 to	 CIOFS	 was	 discussed	 and	 explained.	 Confirmation	 was	
wanted	 that	 the	 National	 Fraternity	 of	 New	 Zealand	 and	 Sabah/Singapore	 were	 not	
included	in	the	numbers	and	in	the	amounts	that	were	reflected	outstanding.	

• The	 National	 Council	 confirmed	 that	 they	 had	 elected	 Peggy	 McNeil	 as	 National	
Formator,	18	months	previously	as	Mark	Power	had	resigned.	

• The	Role	and	need	of	the	Promotion	Officer	was	discussed.	
• Fraternal	 and	 Pastoral	 Visitations	 and	 Elective	 Chapters	 were	 discussed,	 and	 it	 was	

explained	that	these	are	2	different	occasions.	
• Fraternity	 life,	 being	 aware	 of	 challenges	 and	 caring	 for	our	brothers	 and	 sisters	was	

discussed.	Members	were	dying	and	no	one	was	made	aware	of	this.	
	
Friday,	9th	September,	
The	Chapter	was	opened	and	we	proceeded	with	 the	presentation	of	 the	 launch	of	 the	new	
website.	
	
Reports	 then	 followed	 and	were	 given	 by	 the	 National	Minister,	 Spiritual	 Assistants,	 Project	
Adoption,	and	the	International	Councillor.	National	and	Regional	Reports	were	approved.		
	
The	Proposed	amendments	to	National	Statutes	were	approved,	there	was	much	discussion	on	
the	proposal	of	the	patroness	Blessed	Lady	Jacoba	del	Settesoli.		
	
Job	Descriptions	were	well	explained	in	the	Chapter	booklet,	and	nominations	were	received.	
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Saturday,	10th	September	
Commencement	of	Elective	Process	and	nominations	called	for	again.	Further	explanation	was	
given	of	the	roles	and	responsibilities	of	the	different	officers.	Those	present	of	the	outgoing	
National	Executive	Council	were:	 Sandra	Tilley	 (NM),	 Lola	Kelly	 (Nat	VM),	Maria	 Iadanza	 (Nat	
Sec),	 Emil	 Perosh	 (Nat	 Treas),	 Andrea	 Burvill	 (International	 Councillor).	 Peggy	 McNeil	 (Nat	
Form)	and	Emil	Perosh	(Nat	Treas)	arrived	on	Friday	afternoon.	There	are	now	6	regions	in	the	
National	fraternity.	According	to	the	National	Statutes	there	should	be	40	eligible	voters,	so	the	
quorum	should	be	21	and	35	were	present,	with	active	voice,	making	the	absolute	18	and	2/3	
majority	-	24.	There	2	were	observers	present.	
	
Visuals	were	shown	on	the	worldwide	Order	and	some	of	the	conditions	in	different	countries.	
How	 was	 the	 OFS	 visible	 in	 the	 Church	 and	 in	 the	 world	 here	 in	 Australia,	 what	 was	 the	
relationship	with	the	Church,	and	what	were	the	social	issues	in	Australia?	
	
After	an	hour's	Exposition	of	the	Blessed	Sacrament,	the	Elective	Chapter	began,	resulting	with	
the	following	National	Council.	
	
National	Minister	 LOLA	KELLY	OFS		
National	Vice	Minister	 MOYA	ROADLEY	OFS		
National	Secretary	 MARIA	IADANZA	OFS	
National	Treasurer	 EMIL	PEROSH	OFS	
National	Formator	 PEGGY	MCNEIL	OFS	
Promotions	Officer	 ANTHONY	BOZICEVIC	OFS		
International	Councillor	 ANDREA	BURVILL	OFS			
Sub	International	Councillor	 MARIA	IADANZA	OFS	
	
The	day	was	concluded	with	Evening	Prayer	and	the	newly	elected	National	Minister	washing	
the	feet	of	Regional	Ministers;	and	then	there	was	a	Fraternity	Social	Evening.	
	
Sunday	11th	September		-	Morning	Prayer	
The	newly	Elected	Council	and	outgoing	Council	met,	whilst	most	of	the	delegates	visited	the	
Shrine	of	the	Unborn	at	Kellyville.	
	
Newly	 Elected	 National	 Minister,	 Lola	 Kelly	 addressed	 the	 delegates	 and	 presented	 the	
priorities	 for	2016-2019	being	-	Promotion,	 Formation,	Communication,	 Leadership,	 Financial	
Management	 and	 our	 Mission	 in	 Australia.	 The	 Mass	 of	 Installation	 took	 place,	 and	 then	
afterwards	the	planting	of	the	tree.	
	
OBSERVATIONS	AND	RECOMMENDATIONS	

1. Documentation	is	kept	in	different	homes	and	garages.	An	attempt	to	be	made	to	find	a	
suitable	place	where	archives	can	be	kept.	

2. Some	 local	 fraternities	do	not	have	spiritual	assistants.	 Look	 for	other	ways	of	having	
spiritual	assistants	appointed.	(Ref	to	GC	Art	 89.4)	

3. There	seemed	to	be	fraternities	and	regions	that	have	been	deactivated,	which	Fr	John	
has	mentioned	that	they	need	to	be	done	properly,	to	ensure	that	there	is	not	a	loss	of	
records	of	their	existence.	

4. Formation	of	formators	with	workshops,	seminars	are	been	planned.	
5. Although	 Youth	 are	 mentioned,	 there	 is	 no	 sign	 of	 Youfra.	 Hopefully	 with	 this	 new	

office	of	Promotions,	vocations	and	Youfra	will	grow.	
	

National	Elective	Chapter	Report	cont.	
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CONCLUSION:	
The	delegates	were	thanked	for	their	enthusiasm,	dedication	and	commitment	to	participate	in	
this	chapter	and	for	their	service	in	the	Order.	Also	thanked	were:	Sandra	Tilley	who	has	served	
for	many	years	on	the	National	Council	which	has	guided	and	animated	the	National	Fraternity	
and	 the	 Spiritual	 Assistants	 for	 their	 collaboration,	 commitment	 and	 enthusiasm	 which	 has	
maintained	the	life	giving	union	in	the	Family.	Throughout	the	Chapter	there	was	a	spirit	of	love	
and	 co-operation,	 which	 if	 maintained	 with	 the	 challenges	 on	 the	 journey,	 will	 bring	 the	
presence	of	Christ	to	the	brothers	and	sisters	in	the	nation.	
	
I	have	felt	blessed	and	privileged	 to	be	able	 to	participate	 in	 this	celebration,	which	was	 filled	
with	 grace,	 and	 to	 experience	 the	 love	 and	warmth	 of	 our	 Franciscan	 family	 and	 to	 share	 so	
many	 spiritual	moments.	May	 this	 National	 Fraternity	 continue	 growing	 that	 the	witness	 and	
fruit	of	the	Franciscan	charism	may	be	evident	and	visible	in	their	families,	in	the	Church	and	in	
society.	
	
Wishing	you	peace	and	all	that	is	good.	May	God	bless	you	all.	

Signed	on	15th	September	in	Australia	
Jennifer	Harrington	ofs																																																															

Presidency	Councillor																																																																			

National	Elective	Chapter	Report	cont.	

The	newly	formed	National	Council	(left	to	right)	Br	Louis	Schmid	ofm	conv,	Andrea	Burvill	ofs,	Lola	
Kelly	 ofs,	 Jenny	 Harrington	 ofs,	 Maria	 Iadanza	 ofs,	 Tony	 Bozicevic	 ofs,	 Emil	 Perosh	 ofs,	 Fr	 John	
Cooper	ofm	cap,	Moya	Roadley	ofs	(front),	Peggy	McNeil	ofs	(back),	Fr	Carl	Schaffer	ofm.		

Fr	Carl	Schaffer	ofm	
Presidency	Councillor																																																																		
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A FRANCISCAN PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY 

 
 
Come	 join	 us	 on	 a	 16-day	
pilgrimage	 to	 Italy.	 Traveling	
from	 Rome	 to	Assisi,	 La	 Verna,	
Padua	 and	 Venice,	 this	 very	
special	pilgrimage	with	Harvest	
Journeys	 will	 contain	 all	 the	
major	 sights	 that	 were	
important	 to	 St	 Francis	 of	
Assisi.	 The	 tour	 will	 also	 offer	
an	extended	5	nights	in	Krakov,	
Poland,	with	 a	 special	 focus	 on	
St	 Pope	 John	 Paul	 II	 and	 the	
Divine	 Mercy	 revelations	 of	 St	
Faustina.	
	
	
	

Duration:	16	Day	Pilgrimage	Journey	(Optional	extended	5	nights	in	Krakov)	
Departure:	Wednesday	27th	September	2017	
Booking	form	&	Itinerary,	please	visit:	
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/announcements/franciscan-pilgrimage-to-italy-16-days 
Email: national@ofsaustralia.org.au 	

	

The	 National	 Elective	 Chapter	 in	
September	 saw	 the	 launch	 of	 the	 new	
National	 OFS	 website.	 Developed	 by	
Immaculate	 Designs,	 the	 revamped	
website	 offers	 information	 about	 the	
Order,	as	well	as	up-to-date	news	with	
all	 the	 happenings	 around	 the	 region.	
Readers	 can	 also	 find	 all	 the	 monthly	
Spiritual	 Messages,	 the	 quarterly	
Newsletters,	as	well	as	key	documents,	
spiritual	resources,	and	also	a	resource	
page	 devoted	 especially	 for	 children.	
Come	visit	us	at:	

The	 National	 OFS	 Council	 has	 also	 recently	 created	 a	 Facebook	
page.	Click	www.facebook.com/ofsaustralia	to	visit	our	page,	and	
don’t	 forget	 to	 ‘LIKE’	us.	You	can	also	 invite	your	‘friends’	to	like	
us.	The	more	likes	we	have	the	more	we	can	spread	our	message	
and	inspire	others	to	live	the	Franciscan	Gospel	Life.	

http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au		

New	OFS	Australia	WEBSITE!!!	

		

6.			
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	 QUEENSLAND:	Larry	Cox	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
On	 Wednesday	 23rd	 November	 the	 Sacred	 Heart	 Fraternity,	 Gold	 Coast	
gathered	 for	 the	 last	meeting	 for	2016.	 This	was	 followed	by	our	break-up	
pre-Christmas	afternoon	tea,	which	also	included		a	special	celebration	of	the	
90th	 	birthdays	 of	 both	 Maria	 Fiore	 and	 Maria	 Brazenas.	 We	 were	 also	
blessed	with	the	presence	of	Father	 John	Cooper	OFM	Cap.	Father	 John	has	

joined	us	for	our	last	two	meetings	and	his	presentations	on	a	number	of	relevant	subjects	
have	 lifted	 our	 spirits	 and	 given	 us	 greater	 insights	 into	 the	 practice	 of	 our	 Franciscan	
life.	Also,	his	wise	advice	has	helped	us	as	we	seek	to	define	our	Fraternity's	future	in	light	
of	 problems	 such	 as	 our	 decreasing	 numbers,	 increasing	 average	 age	 of	 members	
(septuagenarians	 would	 be	 welcomed	 with	 open	 arms!),	 our	 scattered	 residence	
throughout	Gold	Coast	City	etc.	We	look	forward	to	the	Visitation	of	our	Regional	Minister	
Larry	Cox	ofs	at	our	January	2017	meeting	to	help	us	further	in	reaching	our	final	decision	
which	must	happen	in	February	2017.	
	
Fraternity	members	Maria	Schaer,	Francoise	McGregor,	Patricia	Hardy	and	Graham	Hardy,	
with	 Sister	 Clara	 Condon,	 were	 privileged	 to	 attend	 the	 Profession	 on	 Sunday	 20th	
November	 at	 Kedron	 of	 Alberto	 Vico	 and	 James	 Kearney.		 It	 was	 a	 moving	 ceremony	
followed	by	an	enjoyable	gathering	and	lunch.		A	special	aspect	was	the	attendance	of	the	
large	families	of	the	two	candidates	as	they	both	entered	the	Way	of	St.	Francis	
	
	
	

NEW	SOUTH	WALES/ACT:	Emil	Perosh	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
The	Regional	Elective	Chapter	was	held	on	Saturday	5th	November,	2016	at	
the	 Star	 of	 the	 Sea	 Friary,	 Waverley.	 The	 elections	 were	 conducted	 by	
National	Minister,	Lola	Kelly,	and	National	Spiritual	Assistant,	Fr	John	Cooper	
ofm	cap.	The	Councils	 first	meeting	of	the	term	took	place	at	Campbelltown	

on	Saturday,	19	November.	The	next	meeting	will	commence	with	an	information	session	
at	 the	 “House	 of	 Welcome”	 Carramar,	 where	 the	 Council	 will	 hear	 more	 about	 this	
successful	Franciscan	initiative.		
	
During	May	 the	Good	 Shepherd	 Fraternity	 shared	 a	 day	 of	 reflection	 at	 the	 Conventual	
Shrine	 at	 Kellyville.	 Father	 Robert	 Melnik	 ofm	 conv	 gave	 us	 a	 wonderful	 talk	 on	 the	
writing	 of	 Icons	 in	 the	 Byzantine	 tradition	 leaving	 us	 with	 a	 deeper	 and	 enriched	
understanding	 of	 the	 theology	 of	 Iconography.	 During	 the	 day	we	 had	 times	 of	 silence	
when	 those	 present	 were	 able	 to	 spend	 time	 in	 personal	 prayer	 and	 wander	 in	 the	
beautiful	 grounds.	 The	 highlight	 of	 our	 day	 was	 the	 Profession	 of	 Ann	 Hart	 into	 our	
fraternity.		
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Members	 of	 the	 Taree	 Fraternity	 also	 held	 a	 Day	 of	 Reflection	 earlier	 this	month.	 Here	
they	focused	on	the	‘challenge’	of	being	a	Church	today	(Pope	Francis).		
	
Around	 23	 fraternity	 members,	 predominately	 from	 Forster-Tuncurry	 and	 Taree	
fraternities,	 joined	 with	 Emil	 Perosh	 (Minister),	 Rod	 Hay	 (Secretary)	 and	 Fr	 Norbert	
Pittorino	 (Spiritual	 Assist)	 from	 the	 Regional	 Council	 to	 reflect,	 examine	 and	 discuss	
Bishop	Vincent’s	address	and	how	we	ourselves	“…can	to	read	the	signs	of	the	times	and	
interpret	 them	 in	 a	 way	 that	 offers	 fresh	 and	 hopeful	 vision	 for	 the	 future	 despite	
appearances	 to	 the	 contrary…”	 While	 there	 was	 spiritual	 input	 from	 Fr	 Norbert	 and	
information	 on	 our	 Statutes	 and	 Constitution	 from	Emil	 and	Rod,	 the	 day	 also	 included	
quiet	moments	of	peaceful	reflection.	The	successful	day	was	held	in	as	a	replacement	for	
our	retreat	and	by	all	accounts	demonstrated	great	spirit.	
	
	

WESTERN	AUSTRALIA:	Angela	McGuire	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
Greetings	to	all	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Australia	from	WA.	Only	last	weekend	
in	late	November	we	gathered	for	our	Annual	Regional	Retreat	lead	by	Emeritus	
Archbishop	Hickey	on	 the	 theme	 “Our	Response	 to	God’s	Love”.	 It	was	 a	most	
joyous	 spiritual	 feast	 and	 we	 were	 nourished	 in	 many	 ways	 experiencing	 a	
special	time	of	fraternity	in	our	new	venue.	Michael	Crowley	from	Kalgoorlie	was	

professed	at	the	Retreat	increasing	the	numbers	to	eleven	in	Our	Lady	of	the	House	of	Gold	
Fraternity.	The	Transitus	of	St	Clare	and	the	Transitus	of	St	Francis	were	organised	by	the	
Regional	 Council	 and	The	 Feast	 of	 The	 Stigmata	was	 hosted	 by	Balcatta	 Fraternity.	 The	
Regional	 Non	 Elective	 Chapter	 took	 place	 on	 8th	 October	 where	 all	 the	 reports	 were	
presented	and	we	 discussed	 regional	 levies,	 non-active	members	 and	our	 own	Regional	
Newsletter.	 Janine	Thirley	 from	Perth	and	Jo	Burgemeister	 from	Meekatharra	have	been	
recently	admitted	 to	 the	Order.	A	 celebratory	 cake	was	 consumed	 at	 the	Retreat	on	 the	
occasion	of	Dr	Roma	Wilson	reaching	sixty	years	of	profession.	Wishing	you	God’s	Peace	
and	Blessings	to	you	and	your	families	at	Christmas.		
	
	

SOUTH	AUSTRALIA:	Tony	Bartemucci	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
We	had	our	Regional	Elective	Chapter	on	the	23rd	October.	As	a	new	Council	we	
had	our	 first	meeting	on	 the	29th	of	November,	 and	on	 the	8th	December	we	
will	 celebrate	 the	 Immaculate	 Conception	 with	 a	Mass	 at	 Lockleys	 Christ	 the	
King	Fraternity,	and	at	the	same	time	the	celebration	will	be	used	as	end	of	the	

year	2016	break	up.	I	pray	for	you	and	the	National	Council,	their	Families,	Peace,	and	Joy	
from	Baby	Jesus,	the	God	among	us,	and	a	Holy	and	Blessed	New	Year	2018.	Pax	et	Bonum.	
	
	

TASMANIA	–	Margaret	Cherry	ofs,	Regional	Minister	
St.	 Joseph's	 Tasmanian	 Region	 held	 a	 chapter	 on	 Fri	 18th	 Nov,	 at	 St.	 Francis'	
Church,	 Riverside.	 Fr.	 Allan	 Hartcher	 ofm	 arrived	 on	 Thursday	 and	 a	 surprise	
dinner	was	 held	 at	 the	Riverside	Hotel.	The	 chapter	 on	Friday	 commenced	with	

Mass	at	11.30am,	many	parishioners	joined	us	for	Mass.	All	3	fraternities	were	present	at	
the	shared	lunch	which	followed.	There	was	business	to	see	to,	then	lots	of	catch	and	talk.	
A	 highlight	 was	 Fr.	 Allan	 sharing	 with	 us	 his	 journey	 to	 become	 a	 friar.	 It	 was	 a	 very	
special	day	to	have	all	our	active	members	present.	Fr.	Allan	 left	us	Saturday	morning	to	
return	to	Sydney.	I	ask	our	mainland	Franciscan	family	to	pray	for	us	as	we	journey	on.		
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The	newly	formed	OFS	Regional	Council	of	South	Australia:	(Left	to	right)	–	Diana	Beltrame	
(Treasurer),	 Diana	 Venturini	 (Promotions),	 Tony	 Bartemucci	 (Minister),	 Peggy	 McNeil	
(Formator),	Andrea	Burvill	(Secretary),	Maria	Iadanza	(Vice-Minister)		

The	 newly	 formed	 Regional	 Council	 of	 NSW/ACT:	 (Left	 to	 right)	 –	 Rove	 Varman	
(Secretary),	 Emil	 Perosh	 (Minister),	 Susana	 Hansen	 (Treasurer),	 Leellen	 Lewis	
(Promotions),	 (Fr	 Norbert	 Pittorino	 OFM	 (Spiritual	 Director),	 Tony	 Bozicevic	 (Vice-
Minister),	Lucy	Bonnano	(Formator)	
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Congratulations	 to	
Kevin	 Spaull	 from	 the	
Springvale	 Fraternity	 in	
Victoria,	 the	 winner	 of	
the	 Sheraton	 Fiji	 Resort	
Raffle	 Fundraiser.	 The	
raffle,	 which	 raised	
$4972,	was	drawn	by	Fr	
Norbert	 Pittorino	 OFM	
on	November	5th	during	
the	 NSW/ACT	 Regional	
Elective	 Chapter	 in	
Sydney.	 The	 National	
Council	wishes	 to	 thank	
all	who	participated.		
	

Participants	in	the	annual	Regional	Retreat	of	Western	Australia,	(Back	Row)	Harry	
Argus,	 John	 Butcher,	 Peter	 Meek	 ,	 Bill	 Sheehan,	 Michael	 McGuire,	 Noel	 D’Souza	
(Middle	Row)	Michael	Lyra,	Jenny	Paynter,	Helen	Corry,	Anne-Marie	Langdon,	and	
Angela	 McGuire	 (Front	 Row)	 Aurora	 Thisainayagan,	 Emeritus	 Arch	 Bishop	 Barry	
Hickey,	Roma	Wilson.		
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A New (Provisional) Secular Franciscan Fraternity  
Established in WA  

	

A very historical weekend occurred on the 4th-5th June 2016 for St Mary’s Parish in 
Kalgoorlie and for the Secular Franciscan Order in WA and Australia. 
 
Michael and Angela McGuire (both ofs) travelled 600 kilometers by train from Perth to 
Kalgoorlie. There were three professions and also the elections of the first Goldfields 
Fraternity Council.     
 
It was during the Sunday 10:00am Parish Mass at St Mary’s Church in Kalgoorlie that 
Michael and Neta Kaufuti and Gabriel Morey were professed into the St Mary the 
Immaculate Conception Fraternity in Perth. Their professions were accepted by Michael 
McGuire ofs, while Fr Mark Payton presided at the ceremony and the Mass. Harry Argus 
was the Formator, while John Butcher ofs and Barbara Simpson ofs were the two special 
witnesses. 
 
St Mary’s Church in Kalgoorlie was full to capacity with local parishioners during the 
celebrations, and the liturgy of the Mass was very spiritual and moving. After the 
celebration of Mass there was a time for congratulations and well wishes for the newly 
professed with light refreshments and coffee prepared next door in St Mary’s Parish Hall. 
 
At 11:45am the elections of the first Goldfields Fraternity Council took place in the 
Conference Room of St Mary’s Hall conducted by the Regional Minister Angela McGuire.  
Fr Mark Payton also attended the election and was delegated by Fr Carl Schafer ofm 
Regional Spiritual Assistant to WA as a witness of the communion with the First Order 
and the TOR. The results of the eight voting members for the new Goldfields Fraternity 
Council of Our Lady of the House of Gold were:  
 

Harry Argus    Minister  
Francis (Frank) Andinach  Vice Minister  
John Butcher   Secretary 
Gabriel Morey   Treasurer 
Harry Argus    Formator  
Neta Kaufuti    Promotions Officer.     

 
The meeting concluded with congratulatory best wishes for the newly elected council 
members and for the first historical Goldfields Secular Franciscan Fraternity that will be 
sponsored by the St Mary the Immaculate Conception Fraternity in Perth for at least 
twelve months before it can be canonically established. 
 
In finding a suitable patron saint for the new Goldfields Fraternity, the local OFS 
members felt drawn to naming the patron of the new Fraternity in the Goldfields as, “Our 
Lady of the House of Gold.” This title of Our Lady can be found in The Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. As the main gold mine adjacent to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder City has 
produced so far, 66,000,000 ounces of gold in its lifetime, and is known as the Golden 
Mile, it only seemed appropriate that naming the Mother of God as the patron saint of the 
new Goldfields  

11.	
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fraternity should reflect on the early days of hardships the mothers and women in general 
had to endure. Including the name of “Gold” in the title of Our Lady, was also appropriate 
because of the blessings of the mineral wealth God has bestowed on the city and also the 
whole Goldfields region, which has helped provide much financial help and healthy living 
for the Goldfield’s population. The many gold mines of the district have also provided much 
needed finance for the Australian economy over the past 120 years.   
 
The members of Our Lady of the House of Gold Fraternity of the Eastern Goldfields of 
Western Australia would sincerely like to take this opportunity to thank Rev. Deacon Dick 
Scullan ofs for planting the first Secular Franciscan seed in Kalgoorlie in 2004. To Frs. Carl 
Schafer ofm and John Cooper ofm cap. Thanks also to the Kalgoorlie priests Fr Andrew 
Bowron, Fr Hyginus Ebede and Fr Mark Payton for their assistance and support and also 
Michael and Angela McGuire and to all of the Secular Franciscan Brothers and Sisters in 
Australia for all your love, prayers, help and support for the establishment of Our Lady of 
the House of Gold Fraternity of the Eastern Goldfields. The new fraternity has two 
members in initial formation who are hoping to make their final profession this year. May I 
ask for you to please pray for them.     
 
Please pray also that the new Goldfields Fraternity will be blessed by God and provide 
much spiritual nourishment and help to St Mary’s Parish in Kalgoorlie. 
 
God bless, Pray for us 
Harry Argus ofs   
	

FRONT	ROW	L	to	R.	Michael	McGuire	
ofs,	 Gabriel	 Morey	 ofs,	 Fr.	 Mark	
Payton,	 Neta	 Kaufuti	 ofs	 and	Michael	
Kaufuti	 ofs	 holding	 their	 daughter,	
Rebecca.	 BACK	 ROW	 L	 to	 R.	 Harry	
Argus	 ofs,	 Barbara	 Simpson	 ofs,	 John	
Butcher	ofs	and	Michael	Crowley	ofs.	

STANDING	L	to	R.	Neta	Kaufuti	
ofs,	Michael	McGuire	ofs,	Francis	
(Frank)	Andinach	ofs,	Donna	
Cross	ofs,	Michael	Kaufuti	ofs	and	
Barbara	Simpson	ofs.	SITTING	L	
to	R.	Gabriel	Morey	ofs,	Angela	
McGuire	ofs	and	John	Butcher	ofs.	
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Happy	 birthday	 to	 Fr	
John	 Cooper	 OFM,	 the	
Spiritual	 Director	 for	
the	 Secular	 Franciscans	
Australia,	 who	 recently	
celebrated	 yet	 another	
decade!	 We	 probably	
shouldn't	 say	 how	 old	
he	 turned,	 however	
maybe	 the	 candles	
might	give	it	away!	
	

Congratulations	 to	 Hélène	
Anderson	 from	 the	 Holy	
Spirit	 fraternity	 in	 Canberra	
who	 recently	 celebrated	 50	
years	 of	 profession	 to	 the	
Secular	 Franciscan	 Order.	
The	 Holy	 Spirit	 fraternity	
celebrated	the	occasion	with	
Holy	 Mass	 at	 St	 Augustins	
church	 in	 Canberra.	 Mass	
was	 celebrated	 by	 Fr	
Miroslav	Jelic	OFM	

	
	

Left	to	right:	Frank	Farrel,	Tony	Dimichiel,	Genevieve	
Colbert,	Hélène	Anderson	(front),	Tony	Dunnicliff-
Hagan	(behind),	Michele	McGaurr,	Tony	Bozicevic,	Fr	
Miroslav	Jelic	OFM.	
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On	the	Feast	of	Christ	the	King,	the	Holy	
Spirit	Fraternity	in	Kedron,	Queensland,			
Celebrated	 the	 professions	 of	 Alberto	
Vico	and	James	Kearney.	The	Mass	was	
celebrated	by	Fr	Finian	Perkins	OFM	at	
the	 church	 of	 St	 Anthony	 and	 St	
Therese,	Kedron.		

Pictured	 (left	 to	 right)	 Tony	 Kelly	 ofs	 Vice-
Minister,	 Alberto	 Vico	 ofs,	 Fr	 Finian	 Perkins	
OFM,	James	Kearney	ofs.	

Members	of	the	Holy	Spirit	Fraternity,	Kedron,	celebrating	the	professions	of	Alberto	
Vico	and	James	Kearney.	(Left	to	right)	Dominica	Tsang,	Mary	Mennis,	James	Kearney,	
Leslie	Rodriguez,	David	Frances,	Hazel	Rodriguez,	Joan	Jowett,	Alberto	Vico,	Therese	
Daamen,	Trish	Sharkey,	Anthony	Kelly.	
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The	Sacred	Heart	Fraternity,	Gold	Coast	celebrating	the	90th	birthdays	of	both	Maria	
Fiore	and	Maria	Brazenas.	(Left	to	right,	back	row)	Fr	John	Cooper	OFM	CAP,	Robin	
Simonelli,	Maria	Schaer,	Beryl	Hudson,	Francoise	McGregor,	Patricia	Hardy,	Graham	
Hardy.	(Front)	Maria	Fiore,	Maria	Brazenac,	Sr	Clara	Condon	MFIC.		
	

Michael	Crowley	from	Kalgoorlie	was	professed	during	the	recent	retreat	in	WA.	(left	
to	right)	Bill	Sheehan,	Harry	Argus,	Michael	Crowley,	Susan		Crowley,	John	Barich,	
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Ann	O'Connell	ofs	
Died	7	November	2016	

	 
Sister	Death	called	Ann	home	to	God	on	7	November	2016,	after	
she	 suffered	 a	 stroke	 on	 23	 October.	 Ann,	 along	 with	 her	 late	
husband	Brian,	was	part	of	 the	original	group	professed	 into	 the	
Fraternity	 of	 Sts	 Francis	 &	 Clare,	 Lake	Macquarie,	 when	 it	 was	
canonically	established,	on	16	February	1985.	
	 
Over	the	years	Ann	served	the	fraternity	in	many	ways,	including	
Treasurer,	and	her	parish	as	Communion	Minister	and	through	St	
Vincent	 de	 Paul.	She	 continued	 to	 take	 communion	 to	 the	 sick	
until	 just	 12	months	 ago,	 when	 health	 ups	 and	 downs	 curtailed	
her	activities.		
	
	 

Ann	gave	witness	to	her	Franciscan	vocation	quietly	and	wholeheartedly,	was	fiercely	
independent	and	had	a	wonderful	sense	of	humour.	Her	whole	life	was	lived	in	a	spirit	of	service		
and	humility.		
	 
In	his	eulogy,	son	Peter	spoke	of	"a	formidable	strength	of	will,	an	unwavering	moral	compass	
grounded	in	her	faith,	and	a	generosity	of	self	in	her	care	and	respect	for	others". 
	 
Rest	in	Peace,	good	and	faithful	servant	Ann.	We	will	miss	you	very	much! 
 
 
 
		

OBITUARIES 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Project	Adoption	
	

Donations	

Michael	McGuire	OFS	

PO	Box	2006,	Bedford	WA	6052	

Phone:	(08)	9275	5658	

Email:	angelmich@bigpond.com	

(This	is	an	OFS	charity	with	no	overheads)	
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From	the	National	Minister	of	New	Zealand	
	
Hello	OFS	AUSTRALIA!!		 	 	
	
Greetings	of	Peace	from	your	brothers	and	sisters	in	New	Zealand.	
"Where	there	is	peace	and	meditation,	there	is	neither	anxiety	nor	doubt."	
(Source:	The	Counsels	of	the	Holy	Father	St.	Francis)	

2016	has	been	an	eventful	year	for	all	of	us,	here	in	New	Zealand.	It’s	been	a	year	of	many	highs	
but	 also	 a	 few	 lows.	 We	 have	 lost	 many	 of	 our	 senior	 and	 much	 loved	 members,	 notable	
amongst	them	was	Alex	McGinley	OFS	and	Henny	Heyman	OFS.	Whilst	many	have	experienced	
the	pain	and	sorrow	of	losing	a	loved	one	or	loss	of	property	due	to	earthquakes	and	flooding,		
others	have	had	 joyful	celebrations	of	Life.	The	wonderful	 thing	 is	 that	we	haven’t	been	alone	
but	have	had	the	prayers	and		support		of	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Fraternity	and	around	the	
world.	For	this	we	Thank	You!	
	
Our	National	Elective	Chapter	was	held	on	3rd-	4th	 Sept	2016	at	 the	St	 Francis	Retreat	Centre,	
Hillsborough,	and	opened	with	the	Mass	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Jenny	Harrington	OFS	and	Fr.	Mario	
Dorado	 OFM	 Cap	 were	 delegated	 to	 preside	 over	 the	 Chapter.	 Fraternity	 Ministers	 and	 an	
elected	 delegate	 from	11	 of	 the	 12	Fraternities	 in	New	Zealand	were	 present,	 along	with	 our	
National	Spiritual	Assistants,	Fr.	Matthew	Clerkin	OFM	Cap	and	Br.	Philip	Jeffares	OFM.	We	had	a	
number	of	newly	elected	Ministers	who	were	participating	in	their	first	Elective	Chapter.	For	all	
who	were	present	this	was	indeed	a	time	of	much	grace	and	an	infilling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	as	we	
prayed,	worshiped,	deliberated	and	voted	on	 the	path/actions	 the	OFS	 in	New	Zealand	would	
take	over	the	next	3	years,	in	the	key	areas	of	Growth,	Formation	and	Communication.	
	
The	new	Executive	Council	to	undertake	this	task	is	:	
National	Minister	 	 	 Lloyd	de	Melo	
National	Vice	Minister	 	 Dominic	Anderton	
National	Formator	 	 	 Paul	Hitchfield	
National	Secretary	 	 	 Colleen	Lewis	 	
National	Treasurer	 	 	 Cedric	Menezes	
International	Councilor	 	 Chantal	Healy	
Sub.	International	Councilor	 	 Colleen	Logan	 	
	
This	year	all	the	Fraternities	worked	very	hard	on	the	document	“How	should	an	Order	like	the	
OFS	be	Managed	at	all	 its	Levels?”	This	provided	a	deep	insight	into	the	strengths,	weaknesses	
and	opportunities	for	the	OFS	in	NZ.		
	
Our	 National	 Spiritual	 Assistants,	 Fr.	 Matthew	 Clerkin	 OFM	 Cap,	 and	 Br.	 Philip	 Jeffares	 OFM		
along	 with	 the	 OFM	 and	 OFM	 Cap	 Friars	 have	 worked	 hard	 during	 the	 year,	 travelling	 long	
distances	to	meet	the	challenge	of	providing	Spiritual	Assistance	to	our	Fraternities,	especially	in	
the	South	Island.	
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One	of	the	highlights	of	the	year	was	the	initiative	taken	by	our	West	Auckland	Fraternity	to	
organize	a	‘Year	of	Mercy’	Mass	at	St.	Patrick’s	Cathedral.	A	very	moving	experience	for	the	large	
number	of	Secular	Franciscans	who	attended	and	walked	together	through	the	‘Door	of	Mercy’	
accompanied	by	a	gentle	shower	of	rain.	

The	Transitus	and	the	Feast	of	our	Seraphic	Father	Francis	was	celebrated	with	much	enthusiasm	
this	year,	by	our	Fraternities	in	the	local	Parishes.	This	attracted	many	parishioners,	who	came	,	
saw	and	were	impressed.	Where	it	was	not	possible	to	do	so,	the	Transitus	was	celebrated	at	
home	with	children	and	grandchildren.		

As	we	approach	the	birthday	of	our	Saviour	Jesus	Christ,	we	in	New	Zealand	wish	you	and	your	
families	a	very	Happy	and	Holy	Christmas.	May	the	Christ	Child	shower	His	blessings	upon	you	
all.	

Your	brother	in	Francis	and	Clare,	

Lloyd	de	Melo	ofs	
National	Minister	

The	newly	formed	
National	Council	of	
the	OFS	New	Zealand	

Delegates	from	the		
New	Zealand	OFS	
National	Elective	
Chapter,	2016	
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Final	Homily	for	the	Extraordinary	Jubilee	Year	Of	Mercy	
	
This	 year’s	 Feast	 of	 Christ	 the	 King,	 on	 the	 20th	 of	 November,	 marked	 the	 end	 of	 the	
Extraordinary	Jubilee	Year	of	Mercy	and	the	closing	of	the	Holy	Doors	of	Mercy	in	St	Peter’s	
Basilica	and	in	churches	throughout	the	world.	
	
In	his	final	homily	for	the	solemnity	of	Christ	the	King,	Pope	Francis	said	that	“The	Christ	of	
God,	 the	Chosen	One,	 the	King”	(Luke	23:35-43)	appears	without	power	or	glory:	he	 is	on	
the	 cross,	 where	 he	 seems	 more	 to	 be	 conquered	 than	 conqueror.	His	 kingship	 is	
paradoxical:	his	 throne	 is	 the	 cross;	his	 crown	 is	made	of	 thorns;	he	has	no	scepter,	but	a	
reed	is	put	into	his	hand;	he	does	not	have	luxurious	clothing,	but	is	stripped	of	his	tunic;	he	
wears	no	shiny	rings	on	his	fingers,	but	his	hands	are	pierced	with	nails;	he	has	no	treasure,	
but	is	sold	for	thirty	pieces	of	silver.”	
	
The	Pope	said	that	Jesus’	reign	 is	not	of	this	world,	and	that	his	power	was	not	defined	by	
this	world,	but	rather	by	the	love	of	God.	It	was	a	love	capable	of	encountering	and	healing.	
“Christ	 lowered	himself	 to	us	out	of	 this	 love,	he	 lived	our	human	misery,	he	suffered	the	
lowest	 point	 of	 our	 human	 condition:	 injustice,	 betrayal,	 abandonment;	 he	 experienced	
death,	the	tomb,	hell.		And	so	our	King	went	to	the	ends	of	the	universe	in	order	to	embrace	
and	save	every	 living	being.		He	did	not	condemn	us,	nor	did	he	conquer	us,	and	he	never	
disregarded	our	freedom,	but	he	paved	the	way	with	a	humble	love	that	forgives	all	things,	
hopes	all	things,	sustains	all	things	(cf.	1	Cor	13:7).		This	love	alone	overcame	and	continues	
to	overcome	our	worst	enemies:	sin,	death,	fear.”	
	
“It	would	mean	very	 little,	however,	if	we	believed	Jesus	was	King	of	 the	universe,	but	did	
not	make	him	Lord	of	our	lives:	all	this	is	empty	if	we	do	not	personally	accept	Jesus	and	if	
we	do	not	also	accept	his	way	of	being	King.”	Pope	Francis	continued	by	saying	that	in	the	
gospel	reading	for	 the	day	(Lk	23:35)	there	were	three	groups	of	people.	Those	who	were	
looking	on,	those	near	to	the	cross,	and	the	criminal	being	crucified	next	to	Jesus.		
	
First,	the	people:	the	Gospel	says:	“the	people	stood	by,	watching”	(Lk	23:35):	no	one	says	a	
word,	 no	 one	 draws	 any	 closer.		 The	 people	 keep	 their	 distance,	 just	 to	 see	 what	 is	
happening.	 They	 are	 the	 same	 people	 who	 were	 pressing	 in	 on	 Jesus	when	 they	 needed	
something,	and	who	now	keep	their	distance.	Given	the	circumstances	of	our	lives	and	our	
unfulfilled	expectations,	we	too	can	be	tempted	to	keep	our	distance	from	Jesus’	kingship,	to	
not	accept	completely	the	scandal	of	his	humble	love,	which	unsettles	and	disturbs	us.		We	
prefer	to	remain	at	the	window,	to	stand	apart,	rather	than	draw	near	and	be	with	him.		A	
people	who	are	holy,	however,	who	have	Jesus	as	their	King,	are	called	to	follow	his	way	of	
tangible	love;	they	are	called	to	ask	themselves,	each	one	each	day:	“What	does	love	ask	of 	
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me,	where	is	it	urging	me	to	go?		What	answer	am	I	giving	Jesus	with	my	life?”	
	
“There	is	a	second	group,	which	includes	various	individuals:	the	leaders	of	the	people,	the	
soldiers	 and	 a	 criminal.	They	 all	 mock	 Jesus.	They	 provoke	 him	 in	 the	 same	 way:	 “Save	
yourself!”	 (Lk	 23:35,37,39).	 This	 temptation	 is	worse	 than	 that	 of	 the	 people.	They	 tempt	
Jesus,	just	as	the	devil	did	at	the	beginning	of	the	Gospel	(cf.	Lk	4:1-13),	to	give	up	reigning	
as	God	wills,	 and	 instead	 to	 reign	according	 to	 the	world’s	ways:	 to	 come	down	 from	 the	
cross	 and	destroy	his	 enemies!	If	 he	 is	 God,	 let	 him	show	his	 power	and	 superiority!	This	
temptation	 is	 a	 direct	 attack	 on	 love:	 “save	 yourself”	 (vv.	 37,39);	 not	 others,	 but	
yourself.		Claim	triumph	for	yourself	with	your	power,	with	your	glory,	with	your	victory.		It	
is	 the	most	 terrible	 temptation,	 the	 first	and	the	 last	of	 the	Gospel.	When	confronted	with	
this	attack	on	his	very	way	of	being,	 Jesus	does	not	speak,	he	does	not	react.		He	does	not	
defend	 himself,	 he	 does	 not	 try	 to	 convince	 them,	 he	 does	 not	 mount	 a	 defense	 of	 his	
kingship.	He	continues	rather	to	love;	he	forgives,	he	lives	this	moment	of	trial	according	to	
the	Father’s	will,	certain	that	love	will	bear	fruit.”	
	
“In	order	to	receive	the	kingship	of	Jesus,	we	are	called	to	struggle	against	this	temptation,	
called	to	fix	our	gaze	on	the	Crucified	One,	to	become	ever	more	faithful	to	him.	How	many	
times,	 even	 among	 ourselves,	 do	we	 seek	out	 the	 comforts	 and	 certainties	 offered	 by	 the	
world.	How	many	 times	are	we	 tempted	to	come	down	 from	 the	Cross.	The	 lure	of	power	
and	success	seem	an	easy,	quick	way	to	spread	the	Gospel;	we	soon	forget	how	the	Kingdom	
of	 God	 works.	This	 Year	 of	 Mercy	 invites	 us	 to	 rediscover	 the	 core,	 to	 return	 to	 what	 is	
essential.	This	time	of	mercy	calls	us	to	look	to	the	true	face	of	our	King,	the	one	that	shines	
out	at	Easter,	 and	 to	 rediscover	 the	youthful,	beautiful	 face	of	 the	Church,	 the	 face	 that	 is	
radiant	 when	 it	 is	 welcoming,	 free,	 faithful,	 poor	 in	 means	 but	 rich	 in	 love,	 on	
mission.	Mercy,	which	 takes	 us	 to	 the	 heart	 of	 the	Gospel,	 urges	us	 to	 give	 up	 habits	 and	
practices	which	may	be	obstacles	to	serving	the	Kingdom	of	God;	mercy	urges	us	to	orient	
ourselves	 only	 in	 the	 perennial	 and	 humble	 kingship	 of	 Jesus,	 not	 in	 submission	 to	 the	
precarious	regalities	and	changing	powers	of	every	age.”	
	
“In	 the	 Gospel	 another	 person	 appears,	 closer	 to	 Jesus,	 the	 thief	 who	 begs	 him:	 “Jesus,	
remember	me	when	you	come	 into	your	kingdom”	(v.	42).		This	person,	simply	 looking	at	
Jesus,	believed	in	his	kingdom.	He	was	not	closed	in	on	himself,	but	rather	–	with	his	errors,	
his	 sins	 and	 his	 troubles	 –	 he	 turned	 to	 Jesus.	He	 asked	 to	 be	 remembered,	 and	 he	
experienced	God’s	mercy:	 “Today	 you	will	 be	with	me	 in	 paradise”	 (v.	43).	As	 soon	as	we	
give	God	the	chance,	he	remembers	us.	He	is	ready	to	completely	and	forever	cancel	our	sin,	
because	his	memory	–	unlike	our	own	 –	does	not	 record	evil	 that	has	been	done	or	 keep	
score	of	injustices	experienced.	God	has	no	memory	of	sin,	but	only	of	us,	of	each	of	us,	we	
who	 are	 his	 beloved	 children.	And	 he	 believes	 that	 it	 is	 always	 possible	 to	 start	 anew,	 to	
raise	ourselves	up.”	
	
Let	us	also	ask	for	the	gift	of	this	open	and	living	memory.	Let	us	ask	for	the	grace	of	never	
closing	the	doors	of	reconciliation	and	pardon,	but	rather	of	knowing	how	to	go	beyond	evil	
and	differences,	opening	every	possible	pathway	of	hope.	As	God	believes	 in	 us,	 infinitely	
beyond	any	merits	we	have,	so	too	we	are	called	to	instill	hope	and	provide	opportunities	to	
others.	Because	even	 if	 the	Holy	Door	closes,	 the	 true	door	of	mercy	which	 is	 the	heart	of	
Christ	always	remains	open	wide	for	us.	From	the	lacerated	side	of	the	Risen	One	until	the	
very	end	of	time	flow	mercy,	consolation	and	hope.		
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Holy	Name	of	Jesus	-	Devotion	to	the	Holy	Name	of	Jesus	uses	tiles	and	banners	
depicting	 four	angels	presenting	 the	sky	with	the	 sun	at	 its	centre.	Within	the	
sun	 are	 the	 letters	 IHS	 (the	 first	 three	 letters	 of	 Jesus	 as	 spelled	 in	 Greek)	
illustrating	that	 Jesus	our	brother	and	Saviour,	 the	centre	of	 the	universe,	and	
the	 light	and	sustenance	of	our	 lives,	and	 indeed	Life	 itself.	The	memorial	was	
authorised	for	the	Franciscan	Order	in	1530.	
	
Bl.	Angela	of	Foligno	(1248-1309)	Third	Order	Regular.	Widow	
After	 leading	 a	 sinful	 life,	 even	 as	wife	 and	mother,	 Angela	was	 converted	 in	
1285.	 Following	 the	 death	 of	 her	 husband,	 her	 children	 and	 her	 mother,	 she	
became	a	Franciscan	tertiary	in	Foligno	and	established	a	community	of	Sisters	
of	 the	 Third	 Order	 Regular.	 Directed	 by	 the	 friar,	 Arnold	 of	 Foligno,	 she	was	
endowed	with	great	mystical	gifts.	Her	spirituality	is	strongly	centered	in	Christ,	
leading	to	union	with	the	Most	Holy	Trinity.	She	was	beatified	in	1693.	
	
St.	Charles	of	Sezze	(1613-1670)	OFM	-	Giancarlo	Marchionni	joined	the	friars	
at	 San	 Francesco	 a	 Ripa,	 Rome	 at	 the	 age	 of	 22,	 taking	 the	 name	 Carlo.	 He	
worked	 in	 the	 kitchen	 and	 garden	 of	 many	 friaries	 around	 Italy.	 As	 cook,	
gardener,	 sacristan	 and	 quester	 of	 alms,	 he	 sanctified	 his	 daily	 actions	 with	
spiritual	thoughts	and	intentions.	He	never	denied	those	who	came	begging,	and	
sometimes	 with	 the	 sign	 of	 the	 cross,	 he	 was	 able	 to	 multiply	 food	 for	 the	
hungry.	He	was	canonised	in	1959	by	St	John	XXIII.	
	
St.	 Thomas	 of	 Cori	 (1655-1729)	 OFM	 –	 After	 entering	 the	 friars	 at	 age	 22,	
Thomas	 was	 ordained	 in	 1683	 at	 Velletri,	 and	 soon	 after	 was	 nominated	 as	
assistant	master	 of	 novices.	 For	 his	 fidelity	 to	 the	 Rule,	 he	was	 drawn	 to	 the	
contemplative	dimension	and	drew	up	Constitutions	for	hermitages.	The	last	20	
years	of	his	life	were	spent	in	the	hermitage	of	Bellegra.	He	was	renown	for	his	
spiritual	direction,	his	healing	powers	and	his	 ability	 to	 spread	peace,	 joy	and	
reconciliation.	He	was	canonised	by	St	John	Paul	II	in	1999.	
	
St.	 Odoric	 of	 Pordenone	 (c.1285-1331)	 OFM	 –	 St.	 Odoric	 was	 ordained	 a	
Franciscan	priest	and	served	in	Udine,	Italy.	In	1318,	he	set	sail	from	Venice	to	
Istanbul	 en	 route	 to	 China.	 He	 preached	 Christianity	 among	 the	 Medes	 and	
Persians.	Proceeding	through	the	Persian	Gulf,	he	moved	to	India	basing	himself	
near	 Mumbai.	 He	 then	 went	 to	 Indonesia	 and	 finally	 reached	 Khanbaliq	
(modern	Beijing)	Worn	out	by	his	missionary	toils,	he	died	at	Udine	in	1331.	His	
veneration	as	blessed	was	approved	by	Benedict	XIV	in	1755.	
	
Ss.	 Bernard	 &	 Companions	 (+1200)	 OFM.	 Protomatyrs	 -	 Berard,	 Peter,	
Accursius,	Adjutus	and	Otto	were	the	first	matyrs	of	the	Franciscan	order.	After	
																an	unsuccessful	first	mission	preaching	to	the	Moors,	they	crossed	to			
																Morocco	to	preach.	King	Mira-Ma-Molin	had	expelled	them,	however		
																the	friars	returned	to	their	mission.	Infuriated	by	their	insistence	the		
																king	had	them	put	to	death.	They	were	canonised	in	1481	by	Sixtus	IV.	
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St.	 Eustocia	 Calafato	 (1434-1485)	 Poor	 Clare	 Virgin	 -	 After	 joining	 the	
monastery	 in	 her	 early	 teens	 Eustocia	 dedicated	 herself	 to	 prayer	 and	
mortification,	constantly	meditating	on	 the	Passion	of	Christ.	Disillusioned	by	
the	strict	observance	of	the	rule,	Eustochia	and	some	other	sisters	began	a	new	
community	at	Montevergine.	Here	they	held	a	Christocentric	spirituality	and	a	
great	devotion	 to	the	Eucharist.	Eustochia	was	renowned	for	 the	 fragrance	of	
her	virtues	and	of	her	holiness.	She	was	canonised	by	St	John	Paul	II	in	1988.	
	
St.	 Hyacinth	 Mariscotti	 (1585-1640)	 TOR.	 Virgin	 –	 Born	 into	 a	 wealthy	
family,	Clarice,	as	she	was	named,	entered	the	Third	Order	Regular	in	Viterbo,	
taking	the	name	of	Hyacinth.	She	however	 lived	a	very	comfortable	 life	in	 the	
convent	for	15	years	until	a	severe	illness	led	to	her	conversion.	Deep	humility,	
poverty	 and	 penance	 then	 characterised	 her	 life,	 as	 well	 as	 working	 for	 the	
poor,	the	infirm,	and	prisoners.	Her	own	life	was	marked	by	an	intense	love	for	
the	Blessed	Eucharist	and	the	B.V.M.	She	was	canonised	in	1807	by	Pius	VII.	
	
Ss.	Peter	Baptist,	Paul	Miki	&	Companions	(+1597)	OFM	&	OFS.	Matyrs	
Friar	 Peter	 Baptist,	 Fr	 Paul	 Miki	 (one	 of	 three	 Jesuits),	 Several	 priests	 and	
seventeen	 Japanese	 Secular	 Franciscans	 ranging	 in	 age	 from	 12	 to	 40	 years	
were	among	the	first	group	of	martyrs	in	the	Far	East.	The	Friars	had	been	sent	
from	the	Philippines	to	Japan	in	1593,	eventually	imprisoned	by	the	emperor	in	
1596,	 and	 they	 together	with	 the	others	were	 crucified	on	 the	 seashore	near	
Nagasaki	in	1597.	They	were	canonised	in	1862	by	Bl.	Pius	IX.	
	
St	Colette	of	Corbie	(1381-1447)	OSC.	Virgin	-	By	the	age	of	21	St	Colette	had	
unsuccessfully	 tried	 religious	 life	 three	 times.	Within	 the	 next	 few	 years	 she	
experienced	a	divine	 call	 to	 reform	both	 the	 Friars	Minor	and	Poor	Clares	 in	
France.	 Authorized	 and	 encouraged	 by	 Pope	 Benedict	 XIII	 in	 1406,	 Colette	
spent	 the	 rest	 of	 her	 life	 bringing	many	 Poor	 Clare	monasteries	 back	 to	 the	
original	 Rule	 of	 St.	 Clare,	 as	well	 as	 in	 reforming	 several	 communities	 of	 the	
Friars	Minor.	She	was	canonised	in	1807	by	Pius	VII.	
	
St	 Giles	 Mary	 of	 St	 Joseph	 (1729-1812)	 OFM	 –	 St	 Giles	 spent	 his	 whole	
religious	 life	 in	 the	 friary	 of	 Chiaia	 in	 Napels	 where	 he	 performed	 duties	 of	
cook,	porter	and	 seeker	of	 alms.	He	built	up	a	 relationship	with	 the	destitute	
and	the	suffering	of	Naples.	He	had	a	great	love	for	the	Blessed	Sacrament,	the	
Infant	 Jesus,	 and	 a	 tender	 devotion	 to	 the	 Mother	 of	 God	 and	 his	 special	
honoring	of	St	Joseph.	St	John	Paul	II	canonised	him	in	1996.	
	
St	 John	 of	 Triora	 (1760-1816)	 OFM.	 Matyr	 -	 St	 John’s	 mission	 to	 China	
renewed	Christian	communities	and	spread	devotion	to	the	Way	of	the	Cross.	
Denounced	 as	 a	 minister	 of	 a	 European	 religion	 amid	 a	 persecution	 against	
Christianity,	 he	was	 imprisoned	 and	 condemned	 to	 death.	 He	was	 fixed	 to	 a	
cross	where	he	was	strangled.	He	was	canonised	by	St	John	Paul	II	in	2000.	
	
Bl.	Sebastian	of	Aparicio	(1502-1600)	OFM	–	Bl.	Sebastian	spent	most	of	his	
life	working	on	farms	and	building	roads	for	transporting	cattle	(960km	of	it).	
After	 donating	 all	 his	 worldly	 goods	 to	 the	 Poor	 Clares,	 in	 his	 70s,	 he	 was	
admitted	to	the	novitiate	in	the	Church	of	S.	Francesco	in	Mexico	City	where	he	
was	professed.	He	practiced	mortifications	and	was	known	for	his	holiness	and	
love	for	the	needy.	He	died	at	the	age	of	98.	He	was	beatified	in	1789	by	Pius	VI.		
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We wish you a  
Happy and Holy Christmas!  

May the joy of the  
Infant Jesus  

Enter you hearts and be with you  
Forever! 

Please send news, articles, photos, etc. for inclusion in the  
Autumn Newsletter by February 15, 2016 to 
Tony Bozicevic: PO Box 1991, Queanbeyan 

Telephone: 0416 704 085 Email: tonybozz.ofs@gmail.com  
Articles longer than two pages may be edited.  


