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FROM OUR MINISTER’S DESK

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Just recently in conversation with a friend, it came to light that a person that we
both know quite well and one who quite often quotes Scripture at people, had

At some point in life, everyone is the victim of a lie. Whether we've been dealt a
lie by a spouse or friend who’s caught out in a fake excuse or the head of a global banking firm

who'’s stolen from millions of investors, the horrible feeling of distrust is the same. Our faith is
shattered and the next time around, we find it harder to trust.

Lying is more perilous than it seems. It's more Satan-like than Christ-like. Jesus referred to
Satan as "a liar and the father of lies" (John 8:44). By contrast, Jesus declared Himself to be

the Truth (John 14:6).

According to emotion experts, a lie involves two factors: intent and lack of notification of the
other person. In other words, liars make a deliberate choice to fabricate the truth and do not let
others know that they are doing this. There are lies, and there are lies.

So what do we want our relationships to be based on? Lies that we tell, in order to protect
ourselves, or to avoid conflict? Or do we want relationships to be based on a commitment to
honesty and integrity, regardless of the hard times? It's up to us to decide.

When we continue to lie, it’s like putting a giant rock on our back and having to carry it around
everywhere we go. It is a relationship destroyer that ends up destroying us.

People who are trapped in a cycle of lying become controlled by fear—a fear of not only being
found out as a liar, but also having the truth uncovered about themselves

It all comes down to this: Lying comes with a huge cost—it destroys lives. Relationships will
crumble and people will refuse to trust us. But the person most hurt by the lying is you. It’s time
for all of us to make a bold decision to never let lies have any part of our lives.

It seems that we constantly hear about some pop celebrity or athlete who is caught in a lie, but
too often the net of suspicion does form around politicians.



Hearing people say “All Politicians Lie” is a statement that is too often uttered in a generalised
fashion. As the mother of a politician it hurts me greatly for | know this not to be true.

There's a big difference between blurting out rude thoughts and being truthful, just as there is
between gentle tact and gentle lying. | wonder if we're defensive about everyday "white lies"
because we are too lazy to find creative ways to speak the truth in love.

My sense is that most of us are defensive about our lying because we are defensive about
ourselves. We are slow to face the truth of the contrast between our character and God's.

According to the Scriptures, God himself "does not lie" (Titus 1:2). In his holiness, he is
incapable of lying. As the apostle John put it, "God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all"
(1 John 1:5). Lying can't be other than sinful because God can't do it. If lying were ever
righteous, then there would be something righteous that God can't do. It is clearly not God's
plan for people to harbour darkness or deception in their hearts. Even though God might use
us when we lie, it doesn't mean we are not sinning when we do.

When we lie, even if we think others will never find out, we will almost certainly create a barrier
of hurt in our relationships. At times, it is painful to be truthful, because there is much to grieve
in this shattered, beautiful world. In order to be truthful, we must be willing to grieve—that is, to
face hard truths that are disappointing and upsetting. It's tempting to pretend that things are
better than they are, as if the world were not in dire need of Christ's salvation. It's also
tempting to despair and fall for the opposite lie, that things are just so bad they are hopeless.

Whatever tempts us most—whether it is a white lie of social convention, a lie embedded in a
broken promise, a workplace lie of self-preservation, a lie mixed in with an act of faith, the lie
that the world is fine without Jesus Christ, or the lie that Christ's salvation isn't enough—the
temptation to lie is very real. And lies, as we know tend to proliferate.

Pax et bonum

Sandra Tilley ofs

National Minister

Project Adoption

Donations
Michael McGuire OFS
PO Box 2006, Bedford WA 6052
Phone: (02) 9553 4005
Email: angelmich@bigpond.com

(this is the OFS charity with no overhead)
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MARY UNDER THE CROSS

One of the most popular images in all of scripture (an icon that’s been endlessly painted, sung, put into
litanies, written up into poetry, and used to triggered every kind of pious feeling) is the image of Mary,
the mother of Jesus, standing silently under the cross as her son dies.

As Jesus was dying, the Gospels tell us that Mary, his mother, stood under the cross. What’s in that
image? What'’s in this picture that invites us to more than simple admiration, piety, or sympathy?

This is a mystical image and it is anything but pious. In the Gospels, after Jesus, Mary is the most
important person to watch. She’s the model of discipleship, the only one who gets it right. And she gets
it very right under the cross. What’s she doing while standing there?

On the surface, it seems she isn’t doing anything at all: She doesn’t speak, doesn’t try to stop the
crucifixion, and she doesn’t even protest its unfairness or plead Jesus’ innocence. She is mute,
seemingly passive, overtly doing nothing. But at a deeper level, she is doing all that can be done when
one is standing under the weight of the cross, she’s holding the tension, standing in strength, refusing
to give back in kind, and resisting in a deeper way.

What's meant by this?

Sometimes well-intentioned artists have painted Mary as lying prostrate
under the cross, the wounded mother, helplessly distraught, paralysed in
grief, an object for sympathy. But that doesn’t honour what happened there
nor teach its lesson. Prostration, in this situation, is weakness, collapse,
hysteria, resignation. In the Gospels, “standing” is the opposite, a position of
strength. Mary “stood” under the cross.

Still, why the silence and why her seeming unwillingness to act or protest?

In essence, what Mary was doing under the cross was this: She couldn’t
stop the crucifixion (there are times when darkness has its hour) but she
could stop some of the hatred, bitterness, jealousy, heartlessness, and
anger that caused it and surrounded it. And she helped stop bitterness by
refusing to give it back in kind, by transforming rather than transmitting it, by swallowmg hard and
(literally) eating bitterness rather than giving it back, as everyone else was doing.

Had Mary, in moral outrage, begun to scream hysterically, shout angrily at those crucifying Jesus, or
physically tried to attack someone as he was driving the nails into Jesus’ hands, she would have been
caught up in the same kind of energy as everyone else, replicating the very anger and bitterness that
caused the crucifixion to begin with. What Mary was doing under the cross, her silence and seeming
unwillingness to protest notwithstanding, was radiating all that is antithetical to the crucifixion:
gentleness, understanding, forgiveness, and peace, light.

And that’s not easy to do. Everything inside us demands justice, screams for it, and refuses to remain
silent in the presence of injustice. That’s a healthy instinct and sometimes acting on it is good. We
need, at times, to protest, to shout, to literally throw ourselves into the face of injustice and do
everything in our power to stop the crucifixion.

But there are times too when things have gone so far that shouts and protests are no longer helpful,
darkness is going to have its hour come what may and all we can do is to stand under the cross and
help eat its bitterness by refusing to participate in its energy. In those situations, like Mary, we have to
say: “I can’t stop this crucifixion, but | can stop some of the hatred, bitterness, jealousy, brute-
heartlessness, and darkness that surround it. | can’t stop this, but | will not conduct its hatred.”

And that’s not the same thing as despair. Our muted helplessness is not a passive resignation but the
opposite. It's a movement towards the only rays of light, love, and faith that still exist in that darkness
and hatred. And, at that moment, it’s the only thing that faith and love can do.
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As the Book of Lamentations says, there are times when the best we can do is “put our mouths to the
dust and wait!” Sometimes too, as Rainer Marie Rilke says, the only helpful thing is to absorb the
heaviness: “Do not be afraid to suffer, give the heaviness back to the weight of the earth; mountains
are heavy, seas are heavy.”

That’s not passivity, resignation, or weakness; it's genuine, rare strength. It's “standing under the cross”
so as to help take away some of its hatred, chaos, bitterness, and violence.

So this is the image: Sometimes darkness has its hour and there is nothing we can do to stop it.
Sometimes the blind, wounded forces of jealousy, bitterness, violence, and sin cannot, for that
moment, be stopped. But, like Mary under the cross, we are asked to “stand” under them, not in
passivity and weakness, but in strength, knowing that we can’t stop the crucifixion but we can help stop
some of the hatred, anger, and bitterness that surrounds it.

Fr Ron Rohlheiser OMI

Fr Anthoﬁy Zahra passed away early Sunday morning 14" June of heart
failure at the age of 87. He arrived in Australia from Malta in 1961and

worked in various parts of the country including St Francis of Assisi Parish
Warrawong, from early 1960’s right through to the 1980’s.

In the late 1980’s he went to the Diocese of Parramatta at Our Lady of the
Rosary Parish. He strongly supported the development of the Shrine of the
Holy Innocents, celebrating the monthly Pro-life Masses beginning in 1993.For years he also
offered mass regularly at Parklea Prison. Fr Anthony retired in 1999 yet continued ministering
the Sacrament of Reconciliation until this past year. Fr Anthony is survived by a sister and
many nieces and nephews.

Fr Anthony’s funeral was held at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Kellyville on Tuesday 23™ June
2015.

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord
And let perpetual light shine upon him

May he rest in peace. Amen
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“Thave done Whét

was mine to do.
May Christ teach

you what is yours.”
St. Francis of Assisi




WESTERN AUSTRALIA

| send good wishes to all our ofs brothers and sisters throughout Australia from all of our ofs members
and Friends of St Francis in WA. Iron ore prices may be going down over here but the number of
Admissions and Professions is going up.....Kalgoorlie is not only producing gold but vocations to the
Secular Franciscan Order. It is with great excitement that | announce the names of the seven
candidates that Harry Argus ofs has been guiding through their initial formation and who will be
professed at St Mary's Church Kalgoorlie on 14th June. They are: Frank Andinach, John Butcher, Irena
Antoniak, Sam Antoniak, Francis Chomba, Donna Cross and Barbara Simpson. At least eight people
will travel the 600km from Perth for this special occasion.

On 28th and 29th March we were also blessed with three Admissions in Kalgoorlie: Neta Kaufuti,
Michael Kaufuti and Gabriel Morey. Congratulations to Neta and Michael on the birth of their fourth
child Rebecca on 13th May. A little sister for the three brothers.

In April a group of nineteen ofs, family and friends did a pilgrimage to Goomalling a town of about 4,000
in the sheep and wheat country 131km from Perth to visit Fr Kenneth D'Souza ofm Cap. Fr Kenneth
was overjoyed to see us and we were treated to Mass, two talks on Love and Peace in the context of a
Franciscan Easter and David Ward provided a delicious lunch for us for $10 each. Such a relaxing day
of fraternity with God's beautiful countryside all around us.

We said good bye to Sandra Maroney last year who was the co-opted Regional Promotions Consultant
as she re-located to Melbourne to be near her family. We wish everything good for you Sandy and all
God's Blessings as you are now a member of St Augustine's Fraternity in South Melbourne. We miss
you.

Angela McGuire
Regional Minister

WELCOME TO AUSTRALIA

| Brother Joseph Wood OFMConv is the Provincial |
| Delegate for the Australian Jurisdiction of the |
| Conventual Franciscans. He is stationed at Dingley Vic. ’
| Friary. The Friars were in an assembly in mid-June, in ’
| the presence of Fr Michael Zielke OFMConv Minister |
| |

| £90 Provincial, USA.

Blessed Angeline of Marsciano, Religious (third order) 1377- 1434

Angeline of the noble family of the Marsciani was born in the town of Monti Giovi in
Umbria in the year 1377. At the death of her husband two years after their
marriage, she gave her time more generously to God by caring for widows and
children, and bringing sinners back to virtue. In various places she built convents
for sisters following the Rule of the Third Order of St Francis. She died at Foligno
July 14,1434. Feast day July 13.

From the common of holy woman, 1462.




U R LIFE
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Clare’s Missionary
An affiliate of CHARIS, Singapore
Vision: proclaim Christ to all
Mission: be a living gospel
Motto: in joyful loving service

lare's

MIMBY: (Mission My backyard)

Bible story class- Last
supper/washing of the feet.
English reading class- we praise God
for sending us two new valunteers for
the P1 student.

We started the first lesson on the 22 March.Thank you Catherine and Frances.
We also distributed some basic necessities to our needy students; a
bag containing rice, sugar, milo, biscuits maggi mee, oil and milk.
Thanks to our kind benefactors for these.

Report from Saba:

Their next trip to San Damiano Girls Hostel and St Maria Goretti Girls
Hostel is on 25/26 April.

Please email Elizabeth at elizabeth @ post.com

if you can join us to help the students.

fodtan

English Extensive Reading Scheme:
We received two sets of 9 Enid Blyton books from Labuan and we
need volunteers to help set MCQ on
these books. Please email us if you can
help. Lenten Retreat: Our Dicipleship
Journey 14-19 March 2015
Cecilia has penned her testimony
which can be found in our fb.
As part of the retreat, we were led to
encounter Christ on the road of life in
Kg. Mongkonihab,Kiulu.

CHARIS Humanitarian Forum and Fair:

This will be held in Catholic Junior College on 30 May 2015. We have some free tickets for our
friends. Do email Josephine at jojo0453@yahoo.com if you are interested to attend. Thank you.
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News from Singapore:

1. Sunday classes in Yishun
A.5 April was Easter Sunday.

What a joy to be able to bring
the little ones to mass in OLSS
for the first time and what a
grace for them!

“May the Lord bless and keep
them. May the Lord let his face
shine upon them and be
gracious to them. May the Lord
look upon them kindly and give
them peace.” Numbers 6.24-B.
Ouir first telling class o “Goldilocks
and the three bears" was held
on the 12 April. Thank to Lesley.

News from Sabah:

English lessons:

San Damiano Girls’ Hostel, Kiulu. No trip in May because of exams and Kaamatan Festival.
Maria Goretti Girls' Hostel, Binaong. No trip too.

St Clare English Learning Centre, Papar. Every Sunday from 3-4.30pm.

Email Elizabeth at elizabeth@post.com if you can join us to teach in any of the centres.

ow» =

2. Mission trip to St Clare English Learning Centre, Papar (SCELC)
A total of 9 participants are going from 1-5 May 2015. Please pray for us - that we will take
home new learnings about God, ourselves and others.

3. Extensive Reading Scheme:

We thanked Joan and Lesley for setting the MCQs (with answers). We will bring all the books to

St. Clare English Learning Centre. We still require setters for another 6 books. Please email us

at claresmissionary@gmail.com if you can help. Thank you.

4. Banggi Island:

There are about 320 families in the Island without proper water and electricity supply. We thanked Bibi
for donating 60 solar lights for the villagers in Kg. Timbang Dayang. Due to

safety concerns, we can hand carry 30 and will pass to the chairperson of the village, Salmah in May.
Will pass the balance to her on our next visit.

We need more helping hands. Come, join us! Begin by taking the first step to come to our
meeting.

Next meeting in Singapore:
Date: 24 May 2015
Venue: CEC, Blk 731, Yishun Street 72, 01-31, S 760731
Time: 2-5.30pm
Next meeting in Sabah:
Call Elizabeth at 60128202679 or email:elizabeth@post.com



News from Singapore: continued..

Singapore : Mission In My Backyard, (MIMBY), Yishun:
Bible Story: Parable of the Leaven on 3™ May
Parable of the Mustard Seed on 10 May
Pentecost on 31 May
Story Telling: Snow White & the seven dwarfs on 10 May
English Reading Class: 17 May and 24 May 2015

Sabah:
1. San Damiano Girls’ Hostel, Kiulu and St Maria Goretti Girls’Hostel, Binaong
English remedial lessons were cancelled due to Kaamatan Festival and school exams.

2. St Clare English Learning Centre, Papar:
A video of the trip from 1 — 5 May 2015 can be found in fb: http://facebook.com/claremissionary.
We thanked our participants for their generosity in many ways.

leanrc ENtRe!

CHARIS Humanitarian Forum and Fair, Singapore, 30 May, 2015:

We thanked our volunteers for helping out in the fair and all who show interest in our mission. Will be
contacting you all soon.
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Next Trip: “English in Camp” in San Damiano Girls’ Hostel, Kiulu, Sabah:

This trip, from 17 — 22 September 2015 aims to provide interesting, fun and challenging activities
pertaining to English Language. Please email Francis Lim at fikim@hotmail.com for more details.

Come, join us!

We need more helping hands. Come, join us! Begin by taking the first step to come to our meeting.
Next meeting in Singapore:

Date: Sun, 28 June 2015

Venue: CEC, BIk 731, Yishun Street 72, 091 — 31, S 760731

Time: 2 — 5pm

Next meeting in Sabah: Call Elizabeth at 60128202679 or email: elizabeth@post.com




THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL FUNCTION OF GOSSIP

In his novel, OSCAR AND LUCINDA, Peter Carey, offers this colourful image of gossip. In a small town
there are rumours about the priest and a particular young woman. Here’s the image:

“The vicar of Woolahra then took her shopping and Society, always feeling shopping to be the most
intimate activity, was pleased to feel the steam pressure rising in itself as it got ready to be properly
scandalized — its pipes groaned and stretched, you could hear the noises in its walls and cellars. They
imagined he paid for her finery. When they heard this was not so, that the girl had sovereigns in her
purse — enough, it was reported, to buy the priest a pair of onyx cufflinks — the pressure did not fall, but
stayed constant, so that while it did not reach the stage where the outrage was hissing out through the
open valves, it maintained a good rumble, a lower note which sounded like a growl in the throat of a
smallish dog.”

Wonderful! Gossip does resemble steam hissing from a radiator or the growl! of a small dog. And yet it's
so important. We form community around it. How so?

Take this example: Imagine going out for dinner with a group of colleagues. While there isn’t overt
hostility among you, there are clear differences and tensions. You wouldn’t naturally choose go out to
dinner together, but you’ve been thrown together by circumstance and are trying to make the best of it.

And so you have dinner together and things are quite pleasant really. There’s harmony, banter, and
humour at the table. How do you manage to get on so well, despite and beyond differences? By talking

about somebody else! Much of the time is spent talking about others whose faults, eccentricities, and

shortcomings we all agree upon. Alternatively, we talk about shared indignations. We end up having a
harmonious time together because we talk about someone or something else whose difference from us

is greater than our difference, at least at that moment, from each other. Of course, you’re afraid to go to
the bathroom because you already know whom they will be talking about when you get up from the
table! Your fear is well-founded.

Until we reach a certain level of maturity, we form community largely around scapegoating, that is, we
overcome our differences and tensions by focusing on someone or something about whom or which we
share a common distancing, indignation, ridicule, anger, or jealousy. That’s the anthropological function
of gossip — and a very important one it is. We overcome our differences and tensions by scapegoating
someone or something. That’'s why it's easier to form community against something rather than around
something and why it’s easier to define ourselves more by what we are against than by what we are
for.

Ancient cultures knew this and designed certain rituals precisely to take tension out of the community
by scapegoating. For example, at the time of Jesus within the Jewish community a ritual existed that
essentially worked this way: At regular intervals the community would take a goat and symbolically
invest it with the tensions and divisions of the community. Among other things, they would cloth it with a
purple drape and put a crown of thorns on its head as a sign of their sins. (Notice how Jesus is vested
in exactly these symbols when Pilate shows him to the crowd: “Ecco homo ... Behold your scapegoat!”)
The goat was then chased off to die in the desert. It's leaving the community was understood as taking
the sin and tension away and the community was seen to be washed clean by its blood (as we are “in
the blood of the lamb”.)

Jesus is our scapegoat. He takes away our sin and division. How? He takes away our sins by taking
them in, carrying them, and transforming them so as not to give them back in kind. Jesus takes away
the sin of the world in the same way as a water-filter purifies, by holding the impurities within itself and
giving back only what’s pure.



Jesus took away the sin of the world this way: He took in hatred and gave back love; he took in curses
and gave back blessing; he took in bitterness and gave back graciousness; he took in jealousy and
gave back understanding; and he took in murder and gave back forgiveness. By absorbing our sin,
differences, and jealousies, he did for us what we, in a less mature and less effective way, try to do
when we crucify each other through gossip.

And that’s his invitation to us: As adult women and men we are invited to step up and do what Jesus
did, take in the differences and jealousies around us, hold them, and transform them so as not to give
them back in kind.

Only then won’t we need scapegoats any more. And only then will the steam-pipes of gossip cease
hissing and the low growl of that smallish dog inside us be silent.

Fr. Ron Rolheiser OMI

STAY WITH ME AND LOVE WITH ME

STAY WITH ME
AND

900293' LOVE WITH ME

Written by

| Life is many things. It is a gift. It is precious.

| 1tis short. Life is joyful and sad. Difficult and fun.
| Life is a mystery; a journey a pilgrimage.

| Each day each moment of our lives offers us

|something new, something different. It is never BR DO Mmlc| DRAGO LEVAK
OFM Conyv

| the same. And how we except and embrace each
|| moment of our lives determines who we are and who

|| we will become. When we accept our crosses we An Inspiring

|| can become stronger. When we realise how short and Powerful

| life is we cherish it more. Lived

|| When we are joyful and loving we appreciate life Spirituality of

|| more and see its beauty. 30 years as

|| This book is all about life. Life as it is viewed through Franciscan

| Br. Dominic. The reflections and image of life that he Brother

| offers us is really a doorway for us to walk through and | @nd Abortion

|| reflect and see our own life more clearly and to help us o

| live our life to the fullest. -
|| No matter what you are experiencing in your life, “To be in Your Prese. wwu&_.

|1 am sure you will find something
in this book to help you through and to help you live your life to.

|| Price $20 includes postage.

|Please address payment c/-“Franciscan Friars”.

| Purchase at St Francis of Assisi Parish, Warrawong.

|| Call Lucy: 0418211203

|| Proceeds go towards the Shrine of the Holy Innocents Kellyville.
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THE BEATIFICATION OF

THE CONVENTUAL FRANCISCAN
MARTYRS OF PERU

Our Conventual Franciscan Order has been blessed with the announcement that two of our young
friars, who were killed whilst working with the poor in Peru, will be beatified later in the year by Pope
Francis.

Today when we use the word martyr, we're speaking about those who have given their lives for the
faith. But the original meaning, a witness, adds another dimension to our understanding.

By witnessing with their lives, martyrs show the true meaning of
the Cross and Resurrection. Through their imitation of Christ, they

challenge each of us to examine the Gospel message and follow in
their path toward God.

The Beatification Mass of the Conventual Franciscan martyrs Friar
Zbigniew Strzatkowski and Friar Michat Tomaszek will be held in

Chimbote, Peru on Saturday, December 5, 2015. The Pope's
representative, Angelo Cardinal Amato, Prefect of the

Congregation for the Causes of Saints, will preside. They will be

beatified along with Fr. Alessandro Dordi, a diocesan priest
martyred in Peru around the same time.

On August 9, 1991, Friars Michat and Zbigniew were taken from

their church at the end of the evening Eucharistic celebration by members of Shining Path (a Maoist-
inspired revolutionary group then operating in Peru). After a brief show trial, they were led out of the
village and killed near the cemetery, along with the local mayor. Friars Michat and Zbigniew were

declared Martyrs by Pope Francis on February 3rd of this year.

Here are their personal stories:
MICHAL TOMASZEK was born on September 23, 1960 in tekawica
and was baptized a month later in St. Michael’'s Parish there. He was

already an altar boy when he received his First Communion in 1969. His
father died that same year. At age 15, he entered the Conventual
Franciscans’ minor seminary in Legnica. He stayed there until 1980,
] when he began the novitiate in Smardzewice. On October 4, 1980, the
[ ’ % feast of St. Francis of Assisi, he was clothed with the Franciscan habit

oy

for the first time and a year later he professed temporary vows.

After taking temporary vows, Brother Michat studied philosophy and Friar Michat Tomaszek

theology at the Conventual Franciscan seminary in Cracow, where
he defended his thesis on moral theology two years after having

made his solemn profession. He was ordained a priest on May 23,
1987, when he was 27. For the next two years he worked as an

assistant in the parish church in PieAsk. Full of excitement and
enthusiasm, Michat left for Peru as a missionary on July 25, 1989,

the feast of St. James.
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His missionary activity lasted just two short years, because on August 9, 1991, when he was only 31
years old, he was murdered in the town of Pariacoto, along
with his fellow missionary, Brother Zbigniew. Three days
later both were buried in the parish church at Pariacoto and
on June 5, 1995 their beatification process was opened.

Fr. Miguel was a man of deep faith, simple and prayerful,
evangelical and generous. He had a great love for the
Blessed Virgin and touched children and young people
especially through his great gift for music.

ZBIGNIEW STRZALKOWSKI

Zbigniew was born in Tarnéw on July 3,
1958, and was baptized in the cathedral
there a week later. In 1967 he received his
First Communion. After primary school,
Zbigniew went to technical school in his
hometown and began to work at age 20. A
year later he entered the novitiate of the
Conventual Franciscan friars. From 1980 to 1986 he studied philosophy and Friar ZBIGNIEW
theology in Cracow. On December 8, 1984, the Solemnity of the gtﬁlﬁi;zr:%ssgorromeo
Immaculate Conception, he professed solemn vows and on June 7,1986,

at age 28, he was ordained a priest in Wroctaw. For two years he worked

as Vice-Rector of the Conventual seminary
in Legnica.

Then, on November 30, 1988, the Feast of
Saint Andrew, he travelled to Peru to work
as a missionary. Two years later, on August
9, 1991, he was killed along with  Friar
Miguel in Pariacoto. Brother Zbigniew had a
gift for organization and was very

( Friara Zbigniew gives Holy

Communion) SRR SO RURS I TolldR HRSLRARBRS P RARfARHRshfom his

| Vocation Prayer for the ||

| Priesthood and Religious Life

|| God, you wish all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. We pray, you send ]
| their lives to your service.
|| Increase the number and the holiness of vocations to the priesthood and religious life, |
|| especially to the Franciscan Order, so that, your name be glorified, and many souls may be

|| brought to know and serve you, the one true God, and Him whom you have sent, Jesus Christ

I our Lord. Amen |l
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EARLY FRANCISCAN PRESENCE IN CHINA

“Edizioni Portiuncola’ the Italian Franciscan press “Portiuncola Editions, fifteen years ago printed an
informative book, entitled, ‘The Franciscans and China: 800 years of history” bringing to light some

of the “Acts” of the very early pioneer friars in China, which tend by time to be forgotten.

At the time of the death of St Francis, in 1226, China was simply a name in the imagination or mind of a
handful of intellectuals or made renowned in the tales of the Venetian merchants, upon their return

from the Middle East, to ‘The Serene Republic of Venice’, one of the many lItalian maritime republics.

Islam then was the main and greatest threat. St Francis also was tempted to enter into the adventure to
convert the infidels or the Saracens as he refers to them in the twelfth chapter of the approved Rule of

1223 (Regula Bullata) preserved with the Papal Bull i.e. official Papal seal, in the sacristy of the Sacro
Convento of the Conventual Franciscans in Assisi.(1)

Following his example many of his contemporary friars left for Morocco where many of whom faced the
glory of martyrdom.

THE SCOURGE OF THE TARTARS

Francis then could never foretell that in a very short time new horizons were appearing before
Christianity and his fledgling Order. Only a year after Francis’ demise, on the other side of the world,
Genghis Khan the founder of the Mongol empire was in the throes of death, while his son, Ogodal was
preparing himself to launch attacks on the heart of Europe with the assistance of the wild and fierce
Tartars. These had conquered the heights of Persia (modern Iran), annihilated the Russian
principalities, and unexpectedly, in 1241, appeared at the doors of Krakow, Poland. For an entire year

Poland, Hungary, the Balkans and the Adriatic coast were reduced to rubble by Batu’s troops. Then
all of a sudden upon receiving the report of Ogodal’s death the troops retreated.

Europe was extremely surprise, but placated with the news that the Mongols inflicted heavy tolls on the
invading Muslims.

Pope Innocent IV, at the opening of the Council of Lyon, in 1245 embarked on
the ‘remedium contra Tartaros’, Tartar remedy, solution.

It had been decided to send to Karakorum Papal Legate to request the Khan
the conversion of the Tartars, to stop them from their aim to conquering Europe
offering him at the same time an alliance against Islam. The choice of Papal
Legate fell on the Franciscan Friar, Giovanni (John) from Pian del Carpine,
Italy (2).He travelled over 10,000 kilometres so as to fulfil ‘the will of God
according to the Pope’s task and to be of some help to Christians’
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On the twenty second of July 1246, he arrived at Syra Orda, the seat of Guyuk, the new emperor. For
credentials he had two Papal letters. He was the first Westerner to face directly the most feared man on

earth, fifteen years before Matteo (Matthew ) and his brother Niccolo’ (Nicholas)Polo. Friar John of Pian
di Carpine succeeded to make the first contact, between the West and the Far East. When Friar John

offered the hand of peace and invitation to convert to Christianity, Guyuk strongly resisted. However he
was treated with great respect as the Sultan Kamel el-Malek showed towards St Francis.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

On his return to Europe, in 1247, Friar John greeted was with great enthusiasm. Though the world then
was rather hostile and one of fear, it was not altogether heemitical, a fact that rendered it ever more
fearsome. When the Polo brothers, not long after in 1260, went as far as Khan’s court, which in the
meantime had moved to Khambaliq, modern Beijing (Peking) they found the emperor Kubla Khan an
interesting person willing to listen .He asked the Venetian merchants ‘information regarding the Pope
and enquired also about the Roman church and the customs of the Latins.’

Upon their return to Europe the Polo brothers they shared with him an avalanche of positive
information. Kubla Khan requested them to return to him together with men of knowledge so as to

teach Christianity to the Tartars. He also requested them to bring him some oil from the Sanctuary lamp
from the Tomb of Christ in Jerusalem. However when the Polo brothers returned to China they went on

their own accompanied by the Dominican friars, at the behest of the Pope, but never made it to Beijing.

The young Marco Polo, Niccolo’s son, remained in Kubla Khan’s court for seventeen years who

unfortunately never saw the entrance into the prohibited city, the first Catholic bishop, of Peking, the
Franciscan, Friar John of Montecorvino, Italy.

MONGOL INCULTURISTATION

Unfortunately many of the memories of this extraordinary person, who lived in the court of Kubla Khan
for 34 years have been lost. This is due to the fact that the catholic church which was born there as a
missionary church lost its vitality once the Mongols were expelled which was succeeded by the Ming
dynasty in 1368 which closed its doors entirely to foreign influences. Besides Bishop John never

returned back to Europe and the historical sources of his life and work are spread far and wide. He left
for China in 1287 as Kubla Khan had sent emissaries to the Pope requesting more missionaries.

Pope Niicholas V, the first Conventual Franciscan Pope, had decided to send
Friar John of Montecrvino, who was an intellectual. Friar John travelled
extensively and carried with some 26 Papal letters to deliver to the kings and
bishops in the East which he encountered along his journeys. He crossed the
Middle East, Persia, India, and finally in 1294 arrived on to China’s shores
accompanied by the Italian Genoese merchant Pietro Lucalongo. Genoa was also
another of the Italian maritime republics. By then, Timor was the emperor who
succeeded Kubla Khan who allowed the missionaries to evangelise the Tartars.

Friar John’s ability to adapt to the local culture was extraordinary and instrumental

in facilitating the missionary activity. He celebrated Mass in the Tartar language as
well aa he endeavoured to get help in translating the Psalter, the New Testament
and the missal in the vernacular. This indeed was a tremendous task when one considers that he was
alone for eleven years, forgotten by almost everyone, till the arrival of Friar Arnold of Cologne,
Germany. It was this Friar Arnold that sent the information regarding Bishop John, in a letter dated 8"
January 1305 who till then was regarded as lost.
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BISHOP OF PEKING (BEIJING)

Notwithstanding obvious obstacles and jealousies found in the royal courts, Bishop John succeeded in

winning and cherishing Khan’s trust, and receiving in the faith, George, prince of Tenduk, together with

many of his subjects. His missionary activities could not grow with the assistance of Christian countries.

After his second letter, on the 13" February, 1306, Pope Clement V, replied by sending a group of
Franciscan Friars to China, six bishops among them, so as consecrate Friar John as bishop. The group
of bishops arrived in China in 1310 and Friar John now consecrated bishop truly began the
organisation of the church.

After his death in 1328 at the age of 81 years, he was immediately regarded as a saintly person. Tye
church in China existed for forty years after his death, as the black plague decimated the Franciscans

and new missionaries were supposed to be sent to replace them.

Nevertheless his memory has not disappeared altogether. Friar John succeeded with the help of God,
planted good seed that remained buried for many centuries, till the Jesuits came and renewed the links

with the West and China in a time of great colonisation.

Adapted from an article peinted in the magazine ‘S.Francesco Patrono d’ltalia, translated by
Friar Leonard M.Testa OFMConv14/06/2015

PRAYER PROGRAM For OFS-GiFra: MONTHLY INTENTIONS

July: For the spiritual assistants

For the National Fraternity of Rwanda celebrating an Elective chapter .Our Father
August: For the Presidency of the International Council, and All Councils in the OFS

For the success of the Second European OFS-YouFra Congress and for the National Fraternities of
Brazil, Ireland and Cameroon celebrating their Chapters. Our Father
September: For the Franciscan Family

For the National Fraternities of Nicaragua, Great Britain and Sweden celebrating their Chapters.
For the Fruitfulness of the Fraternal and Pastoral visit to the National Fraternity of Great Britain.
Our Father

October: For the Pope, Bishops and All those in Authority in the Church

For the success of the Synod on the Family.

For the National Fraternity of the USA celebrating a Chapter. Our Father
November: For the deceased members of the Franciscan Family
For the CIOFS Presidency.Our Father

December

For the Small Heralds (Araldini — Franciscan children)
Our Father

http://www.ciofs.org/portal/index.php/en/
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