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FROM OUR MINISTER’S DESK

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas....... " | believe they are the words of the old
song by Bing Crosby.

It begins to look a lot like Christmas earlier every year. Decorations go up in shops and
the Christmas Carols are playing in the background.

There has been much talk about the War on Christmas in recent years, and it's hard to deny that
objections to the public celebration of Christmas have been on the rise. Public schools are stopping
the children from singing religious Christmas carols and hymns and having Nativity plays; Nativity
scenes that have been placed in shopping centres and town parks for decades have been removed;
and even the Christmas tree has come under attack, from renaming it a "holiday" tree to demanding its
removal from public places in the name of “political correctness”, in case we offend people of another
faith or those of no faith at all. But despite it all, Christmas continues to prevail. What has largely been
lost, however, is Advent, the season of preparation for Christmas. But what about the season of
Advent? There are no decorations or music except, of course, at Mass. Aren’'t we fortunate to have
the Mass? Advent Masses remind us that it is a time of waiting. It is the time of waiting for the birth of
the Child Jesus. It gives us time to be silent and gather our thoughts and thank God for the gift of His
Son.

By restoring Advent to its rightful place, we also raise up Christmas, and we increase our sense of joy
and expectation as Christmas Day nears.

| pray your Advent and Christmas bring you and your families hope, peace, joy and love.

Our council has been very busy over the past few months. In September, we held a Formation
Seminar. Our new National Formator, Peggy McNeil ofs was the presenter ably assisted by our
National Secretary, Maria ladanza ofs. These ladies worked together like a well - oiled machine and
according to the feedback received was enjoyed immensely by all that attended.

As we were short for time to complete all that was asked of us to do, we went straight from the
Formation Seminar to the Non-Elective Chapter. One of the topics that was widely discussed was
perhaps the Formation Seminar could be “taken on the road” so to speak. We are still awaiting
feedback on this idea.

In addition, the issue of levies was also discussed and | am sure you have been appraised of the
outcome of this discussion.

From the 29 April to the 1 May 2016 we are holding an Assembly. This will be held at the St. Joseph
Centre, Baulkham Hills. An Assembly is a gathering where ALL Secular Franciscans meet to discuss
guestions regarding its own life and organisation.



http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Christmas.htm
http://landscaping.about.com/cs/winterlandscaping1/a/christmas_trees.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Advent.htm

The theme of this assembly is “How Should an Order like the OFS Be Managed At All Levels”. Our
presenter will be our former Vice-Minister General, Doug Clorey ofs. Soon | will be sending out papers
for discussion. | would like all the brothers and sisters to have a copy of these papers and study them
closely. Even if you are unable to attend your input and ideas will be essential. This is YOUR Order
not the council or the just the minister.

Fraternally
G Titley p8

National Minister

The Eternal Hope Dec 11, 2014 by Taming the Wolf « Franciscan Spirituality *

We have hope. We know that however powerful evil may seem at the moment, however triumphant it
may appear in this world, it does not and will not have the final word. We sing with joy because we
know the end of the story, even if we have not yet turned the page. We have hope because Jesus
came to free us from sin, and he will come again to defeat evil once and for all. Jesus came to lead us
out of the darkness.

Indeed, he is already here, in the Eucharist, calling us out of the darkness each and every day, but
never more so than in this time of Advent, in this time of joyful anticipation, when we are preparing to
mark the moment our savoir came into the world to guide us out of it, when we are preparing to
welcome him back again in glory to judge the living and the dead. This time of year the call is louder
than ever.

Unfortunately, far too many never hear it. Perhaps the commercials are too loud. Perhaps too many of
us are too busy finding things to fill the space under the Christmas tree, all the while forgetting to fill the
space in our hearts.

Perhaps that’s why | started this post with such a gruesome story, to remind us what we’re up against,
so that we can remember what we hope for. As Pope Emeritus Benedict once said, let us be full of
hope and allow “for that final unforeseen in-breaking of God to set the soul free from the clutches of evil
and destructive men.” Because in the end it is only God who can free us from the evil in our hearts and
from the evil in the world.

Let us take advantage of this season to remember: that which we long for beyond all else, whether we
know it or not, is coming. Stay awake! Be prepared! The Kingdom of God is drawing near. Emmanuel

will return. Let us remember the martyred and persecuted Christians, if only to remember what it is we
are waiting for: the God who will finally “set us free from the hand of our enemies, free to worship him

without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life” (Luke 1:73-75).

Let the rest of the world shout Season’s Greetings between ceiling-high shelves of fluorescent-lit plastic
toys. We will sing marana tha.

Guest post by Lindsay Stone

Project Adoption

Donations
Michael McGuire OFS
PO Box 2006, Bedford WA 6052
Phone: (02) 9553 4005

Email: angelmich@bigpond.com
(this is the OFS charity with no overhead



http://tamingthewolf.com/category/franciscan-spirituality/
http://www.crisismagazine.com/2013/an-advent-paean-to-christian-hope

* WHO IS OUR NEIGHBOUR?

RADICAL COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE:

The question “who is our neighbour?” is thus understood within that broader vision of life which the
Gospel addresses to all, but especially those who are deprived of it. The
“neighbours” in this context are the refugees, the asylum seekers, the sex
abuse victims, the gay and lesbian people and anyone else who suffer
prejudice, discrimination and dehumanising stereotype.

As the parable of the Good Samaritan subtly points out, it is the holders of the
tradition who are often guilty of prejudice, discrimination and oppressive
stereotype, the Church today needs to examine its own attitudes and actions
towards the victims of injustice and adopt what | would call a seamless
garment approach. We cannot be a strong moral force and an effective
~ prophetic voice in society if we are simply defensive, inconsistent and divisive
with regards to certain social issues. We cannot talk about the integrity of
creation, the universal and inclusive love of God, while at the same time

: colluding in the ill-treatment of racial minorities, women and homosexual
persons. This is particularly true when the Church has not been a shining beacon and the trail-blazer in
the fight against inequality and intolerance. Rather, it has been driven involuntarily into a new world
where many of the old stereotypes have been put to rest and the identities and rights of the
marginalised are accorded justice, acceptance, affirmation and protection in our secular and egalitarian
society.

Like most of you and the Catholic world, | am greatly encouraged by the example and leadership of
Pope Francis. His abandonment of the unnecessary worldly trappings associated with the papacy is a
challenge to all of us to divest ourselves of clericalism and return to the purity of the Gospel. His
constant call to the church to be less concerned with itself and to be more outward looking encourages
us to walk with our people in the ambiguities and complexities of their lives. The self-referential church
steeped in a culture of splendour is in stark contrast with the church of the poor and for the poor.

In one of his interviews on a rather thorny issue of homosexuality, Pope Francis says that we must
always consider the person, because — | quote “when God looks at a gay person, does he endorse the
existence of this person with love, or reject and condemn this person?” It seems to me that the Pope
has more than moved away from the approach of condemnation and judgement. He has refocused on
the proclamation of God’s love for the poor, the vulnerable and the marginalised; he has firmly placed
the pastoral emphasis on the dignity of every person; he has committed the Church to the way of
engagement, affirmation and compassion which is at the heart of the Gospel. The Church can only be
the conduit of compassion and speak the language of hope to a broken humanity when it truly
personifies powerlessness and stands where Christ once stood, that is, firmly on the side of the outcast
and the most vulnerable.

In one of his interviews on a rather thorny issue of homosexuality, Pope Francis says that we must
always consider the person, because — | quote “when God looks at a gay person, does he endorse the
existence of this person with love, or reject and condemn this person?” It seems to me that the Pope
has more than

moved away from the approach of condemnation and judgement. He has refocused on the
proclamation of God'’s love for the poor, the vulnerable and the marginalised; he has firmly placed the
pastoral emphasis on the dignity of every person; he has committed the Church to the way of
engagement, affirmation and compassion which is at the heart of the Gospel. The Church can only be
the conduit of compassion and speak the language of hope to a broken humanity when it truly
personifies powerlessness and stands where Christ once stood, that is, firmly on the side of the outcast
and the most vulnerable.

Catholic schools are premised on the fundamental dignity of each and every individual person. They
are charged with a special mandate to offer hope to those who are disadvantaged and this special
attention for the neediest is a cherished part of the Australian Catholic school story. In reading the
signs of the times, we are particularly challenged to be places which are deeply rooted in the Gospel
values and where the radical vision of fullness of life for the poor and marginalised is fully embraced.



The challenge of Pope Francis for the Church to be bruised, wounded and hurt because of its daring
commitment to the vulnerable is poignant to us Catholic educators. To be “neighbour” to those who are
on the margins of society even at the cost of our own success and power remains the fundamental
Gospel imperative.

CONCLUSION:

In summary, | believe we are living a time of grace and hope precisely because this fallow time allows
us to rid ourselves of what is unworthy of Christ and to grow more deeply in our identity and mission as
his disciples. Hence, it is the time to reclaim for the Church:

-Less a role of power, dominance and privilege but more a position of vulnerability and powerlessness
-Less an enclosure for the virtuous but more an oasis for the weary and downtrodden

-Less an experience of exclusion and elitism but more an encounter of radical love, inclusiveness and
solidarity

-Less a leadership of control and clericalism but more a diakonia of a humble servant exemplified by
Christ at the Last Supper

-Less a language of condemnation but more a language of affirmation and compassion

-Less a preoccupation for its own maintenance but more a concern for the kingdom of God

Despite all appearances to the contrary, | firmly believe that we are on the threshold of renewal and
transformation. The Vatican Council set in motion a new paradigm that cannot be thwarted by fear and
paralysis. That new paradigm is one that is based on mutuality not exclusion, love not fear, service not
clericalism, engagement with the world not flight from or hostility against it, incarnate grace not dualism.
The Holy Spirit is at work even at a time of great anguish.

The spirit is leading us on and we are not afraid of the future. In fact, we have every reason to believe
that the future will be even better than the past. Our task is to keep the amber burning bright and to
pass it on to the next generation. May we be open to the guidance of the spirit as we journey with each
other and tether meet the challenge of delivering new life for the world.

Bishop Vincent Long OFMConv

For those wishing to read the full article, it is available from internet:
http://www.acsp.catholic.edu.au/pdf%20uploads/who%20is%20my%20neighbour.pdf
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR? DARWIN CONVENTION CENTRE JULY 15TH, 2014

LEAVE A GIFT IN YOUR WILL

} The Order of Franciscan Seculars (OFS) believes that the power of humanity can make a real

\ difference to those in need. Our work in Australia and internationally is to improve the lives of

\ vulnerable people. What better way to participate and support our vision than by leaving a gift in your
\ Will to the OFS and helping change the future, for the better, for generations to come.

| Why gifts in Wills matter

| The OFS relies on the

\ generosity of each Secular Franciscan and people like you. After you have provided for your loved

\ ones please consider leaving a gift in your will to the OFS. Each and every gift makes a difference.

\ This money ensures that long into the future we will assist people in need both here in Australia and
| overseas.

| How your gift could help

\ With little or no impact on you lifestyle today, a gift in your Will is one of the most powerful ways you
\ can be sure the voluntary work of the OFS continues helping lives for years to come. Francis said:

\ Remember that when you leave this earth, you can take nothing that you have received, but only what
\ you have given: a full heart, enriched with honest service, love sacrifice and courage.

|

|

|

|

To Arrange Your Bequest
Contact:
Order of Secular Franciscans National Minister
Sandra Tilley ofs
Email: stilleyofs@gmail.com



http://www.acsp.catholic.edu.au/pdf%20uploads/who%20is%20my%20neighbour.pdf

The Saint Francis of Assisi Fraternity of Griffith N.S.W

14" July 2015

We wish to report some sad news from the fraternity during the year.
The passing of 3 very dear Franciscans.

Kathleen Isabel Panton
Maurie Fitzgerald
Maria Andreazza.

Kath, as | have always known her was laid to rest in Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Coloundra. NSW.
She was one of the founders of the Fraternity at Cootamundra, way back in the years of the late Peter
Keogh and Fr Leonard Gleeson. | got to know dear Kath and the other Franciscans from Cootamundra
in the 1960’s and 70’s. We celebrated many a joyous occasions we were also joined by Jack
Mouparvey and Allan Williams from Wagga Wagga. Kath lived in Cootamundra until she moved close
to her daughter in Coloundra, | kept in touch with her right up to the end until after a short stay in a
nursing home, her daughter kindly informed me of her passing. Maurie Fitzgerald was also moved into
a Retirement Village in Yass and | was keeping in touch with him until his passing.

Maria who was one of our own dearly devoted followers of St Francis from Griffith Fraternity was laid to
rest on Thursday in our Lady of the Rosary Church at Yoogali. Maria was a tireless working in our
Fraternity when the Capuchins Friars started the monastery of St Francis here in Yoogali and for years
she helped in many ways with their ministries and visitations and areas of needs in the church here in
Yoogali were she was given a truly holy fond farwell at the church, she dearly loved and always
attended. The last years of her life she was confined in a wheelchair and looked after in the nursing
home where there are the sisters of St Ann.

Rest in peace my dear Franciscan friends, from myself and all our members of the Griffith Fraternity.

Franciscan meetings are continued to attend first Wednesday of the month at 2pm, we meet in the hall
at the back of the church at Yoogali, it is a combined group of Italian and English. Leading us is our
minister Gloria Piva who took over from our late minister John Keenan who passed away over 12
months ago. Gloria has also had a small operation on her arm but now is better and doing very well
and has been busy nursing her husband Denis back to good health.

Due to long distance, we are very sorry not to be able to attend your Regional and National Chapters
and Retreat days, but we keep our duties and ministries at our local level, and a dutiful example of
Saint Francis Spirituality in our Region of NSW

Yours very sincerely
Fraternally

Mary Bertoldo OFS Sec.

-
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/149151.Francis_of_Assisi

THE PAPAL VISIT TO SARAJEVO
IN JUNE THIS YEAR

My husband and | arrived in Croatia two weeks prior to the Pope’s visit to Sarajevo. At that time, the
whole of Croatia was talking about this important event. We wished to go and at the last minute our
wish was granted as two people pulled out of the pilgrimage, leaving us to take their seats on the bus
instead.

The sun welcomed us when we arrived in
Sarajevo and the weather was promising to be
nice all day. The temperature was close to 30 C,
without a cloud in the sky.

Sarajevo itself made a great impression on me. |
was expecting to see a great deal of the city still
in ruins. On the contrary, the city has been rebuilt
and it has a clean and cosmopolitan atmosphere.
Only a very few buildings are still standing in ruins
today. Perhaps they have been left as a reminder
of the terrible war 20 — 25 years ago, in which
approximately 100,000 people lost their lives and
around 2 million people were displaced all over
the world.

Other statistics also tell the grim history of the conflict in this region. The population of Bosnia and
Herzegovina is roughly 3,8000,000 people and it’s split into three distinct religious groups: 40%
Muslims, 31% Orthodox and 14.3% Catholics. Those who identify themselves as being Catholic in
Bosnia and Herzegovina has halved as they have been either killed or displaced since the war.

Soon after our arrival in Sarajevo, we headed towards the Olympic stadium, Kosevo, where Pope
Francis held a mass in front of approximately 70,000 people. Walking into the stadium, we noticed a
large contingent of police on the road, as the Bosnian Government tried to ensure the safety of all the
pilgrims present.

Despite the heat and the residual tiredness from travelling all night, nothing could dampen our spirits,
especially, when Pope Francis appeared in his ‘Pope Mobile’. The crowd was cheering him and singing
with joy.

Prior to coming to Sarajevo, the Pope announced that he was coming as a brother and pilgrim of
peace, under the slogan ‘Peace to you'. Just before the mass, he met with the leaders of the Bosnian
Government and stressed to them the importance of having patient and open dialog between all the
religious groups, as this dialog is the key to any future peaceful co-existence.

The melodious tones of the choir announced the beginning of the Papal mass. The Pope’s homily
focussed on a call to peace and the end to all wars. This call was directed to everyone: the people who
were present there, all Catholics, religious people from other faiths, world leaders and every other
person regardless of race or nationality.

He reminded the pilgrims about the war in the 1990s and how much pain and suffering people
experienced during and after the conflict. He said that the war-torn city of Sarajevo should be a
reminder to people around the world about the horrors of war. The Pontiff also referred to the conflicts
that occur every day in the world saying that, “They are a kind of third world war being fought
piecemeal and, in the context of global communications, we sense an atmosphere of war”.

The Pope stressed that every one of us should work towards peace on a daily basis and this can only
be achieved if we love our neighbour as ourselves. He said that this does not depend on us, but on
God. This peace is a gift from God and it's He who can make us true instruments of His peace, only if
we allow ourselves to be reconciled with Him.


http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjt9ab1v7rJAhUO6mMKHaQUD1IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fadumont.co.uk/acatalog/Advent_Wreats___Candles.html&psig=AFQjCNG9q9GBjog54JUyVpz8zYMrWTMPUw&ust=1449053618599589

The Mass was concluded when the Holy Father, asked the Lord for several graces, one of which sows
peace and not war.

After the Mass, everyone in the stadium was united in one voice singing to the Pope, “Pope Francis,
we love you”. | am grateful that | was able to be present on this historic day in Sarajevo and believe
that the Pope’s visit is another positive step towards ongoing peace in that troubled region.

Sophia Denis SFO
Wynnum Fraternity

* Excerpt from an interview with Friar Jack Mardesic:
Radical living of the Gospel?

Pope Francis is challenging clerics to depart from the stuffy sacristies and
deliver the Gospel message to where the people are. Shepherds need to
smell like the sheep they serve, not like the rectories where they live. Many
are taking the Pope’s directive to heart, one group is friars living the radical
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in Brussels, Belgium

“Not so much” says Conventual Franciscan Friar Jack Mardesic, “The
mission trips are becoming less and less radical.” Friar Jack has responded
to an appeal from the Minister General Marco Tasca, the 119th successor of
St. Francis, to continue a long history of friars serving the people of Belgium.
6 friars comprise the friary that are transforming the neighborhood through
the joy of the Gospel, one person at a time....

They live in the arena of providence. No transportation, no booked reservations, no meal plan, just a
backpack, water and a breviary when they set out on 3 week mission.

“We experience the goodness of God’s providence” and the people open their homes and networks to
give us all we need. People give from their hearts whatever we need, however we never accept money
while out on mission.

Friar Jack smiles with the many memorable stories of walking from the Italian capital of Rome to Assisi,
the hometown of St. Francis. Today the trip would be a 2 and 1/2 hour drive that took the friars 8 days
to navigate on foot. A walk that has not been led by friars for too many years to count....

He’s had atheists sincerely chase him down to say “God Bless You!” and homosexual guys who at first
want to hassle them and later want to unload their wallets on them. It's great to witness the change in
character and transformation of people once they realize the reason the friars are on the streets. “We
have witnessed people healed, drug dealers shaking free of their addictions, God reaching out to give a
healing touch to His people.” The friars are simply witnessing to the joy of the Gospel as St. Francis
might have done 800 years ago.

Friar Jack emphasizes that there is nothing radical about it, that he is just taking Franciscan fraternity
from the friary out into the streets. “We live a very normal Conventual Franciscan lifestyle most of the
year, only once or twice do we set out on an itinerant mission.”

The entire interview is available at
www.FriarTruck.wordpress.com



A~ St Francis of Assisi Fraternity, Warrawong N.S.W

“Transitus” OFS members and

. Francisgan Sisters of the!
Pax et Bonum to all our brothers and sisters. 01 n ‘ I'}e

On October 3rd we celebrated the Transitus, a5, i 'h ; f/
which was held at 7pm after the 6pm Mass at our i 3 :
St Francis of Assisi parish. Most of our
parishioners attended as did our members and
our local Franciscan Sisters of the Heart of
Jesus. It was a great night to celebrate
Franciscanism
amongst our
parishioners and members together.

The following day we celebrated the Solemnity of St Francis of Assisi.

Statue of St Francs which
was carried in procession

This year’'s ceremony was extra special because of the last two months we
had Fr Mathew Purayidom OFMConv from India Missions visiting; he was
invited to take part in the Transitus and to be Main Celebrant for the
Solemnity of St Francis of Assisi. The ceremony starting by four of our
fraternity members carrying the statue of St Francis in procession with

Fr Mathew leading the procession, followed by our Franciscan Sisters of
the Heart of Jesus, with other members of OFS. Fr Mathew spoke highly
of St Francis and his works and how it coincides with his own works at the
Mission’s in India. With the homily there was a Power Point shown called
Assisi Snehalaya (The Home with Love) where they take care of adults
and children who suffer from HIV/AIDS and who are isolated from their families and society. The
Power Point was very moving. Our members
had taken part in the mass such as doing the
readings and offertory procession.

After Mass we celebrated the feast of St
Francis in the School Hall with an open day.

| myself opened our celebration welcoming
every one, we then had Emil Perosh ofs
who had spoken about the OFS Then we had
some wise words from Fr Mathew on St
Francis which was very fulfilling. And finally
we had Peter Hindson who had spoken of his
experience in becoming an OFS member.
We had some enquiries on the day, hopefully it might extend our family in the future.

I'd like also to say a big thank you to the lake Macquarie Fraternity for a great family day recently, three
of our members attended the day. It was a great day to catch up, seeing old friends and spending the
day with our Franciscan Family. It was a long day but it was worth it a very enjoyable day, thank you for
a great day.

Any Brothers and sisters in our fraternity who want to acquire freely a Power Point on Fr
Mathew’s works among Aids and HIV victims, adults and children, to view it to their respective
fraternities or to the parish groups to help in understanding our ongoing Franciscan Mission
apostolate and willing to help them by prayer and practical help, it is available by contacting
Lucy Bonanno ofs on email lucybonanno@yahoo.com or mobile 0418211203 for any enquiries
both for Power Point and accompanying brochures for distribution.

Paul Portelli OFS Minister


mailto:lucybonanno@yahoo.com
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Welcome to

< .

Assisi Shehalaya

In India more than 3 Million people are living with HIV/AIDS, most of the being young adults and
woman. This human face of the epidemic calls for attention. Among the different states of India,
Tamilnadu ranks among the 8th high prevalent states in the country. The course of the epidemic has
also been marked by action. Awareness programs are being conducted by various agencies for the
prevention of HIV. While prevention has caught everybody’s attention, effective care and support
programmes are still few.

People’s felt need is what inspired us to establish Assisi Snehalaya

The centre is run by Conventual Franciscan Friars. The Franciscan movement was founded by

St Francis of Assisi in the 13th Century with the mission to be with the poorest of the poor. Imbibing the
spirit of St Francis of Assisi, the Conventual Franciscan Friars in India have undertaken the challenge
of giving care and support to brothers and sisters who suffer from HIV/AIDS and are isolated from their
families and society.

Assisi Snehalaya: Our Home of Love aspires to provide an atmosphere of hope and love to
people living with HIV/AIDS, and to help bring them back to life
by counselling, care and medical support. Inaugurated on 8th
November 2004 in the spirit of St Francis, it is run by the St
Maximilian Kolbe Province, India, and administered by ‘Assisi
Snehalaya Charitable Trust’ and assisted by Rev. Sisters of
different Congregations. The centre has facilities to provide
shelter, health services, counselling and care for 60 inpatients
including children and is served by well-trained doctors and
nurses. The centre is linked with Government Medical College of
Coimbatore and other like-minded NGOS.

Assisi Snehalaya
‘Home of Love’

About our INMATES:

The inmates of this home are those who are infected with HIV and
have no place to go and nobody to care for. This home of Love is
a place where they find peace of mind and a sense of belonging. It
is also a place where people who are terminally ill are cared for
with dignity.

Children’s program:

Snehalaya offers integrated care to infected children, who are
uncared in their own families.
The thrust of the children’s
project is to normalize their
lives by providing them proper
nutrition, medication, education
and psycho spiritual
assistance. They have a
separate program with trained
staff. 35 children can be
accommodated in the centre.




Our specific objectives

“ Providing integral health care for People Living with HIV,
to improve their quality of life.

« Providing compassionate care and support to those who
are in their last stages of life and with HIV/AIDS

% Providing educational support for children with HIV/AIDS.

* Preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS through awareness
programmes information and support.

* Providing training programmes for animators and health
workers.

% Networking with other NGOS

AN APPEA] coo.

We welcome you to experience SNEHALAYA.

All our well-wishers are welcome to share and collaborate with us in:

3

*

Sharing our daily or monthly expenses

Sharing medical expenses

Sharing educational expenses

Sponsoring infrastructures like Compound wall, Rain water harvesting tank, solar energy
system etc.

A non-Profitable, Public Charitable trust open to irrespective of Cast, Creed or Religion

X3
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Our Address
Fr. Mathew Purayidom OFMConv.
Assisi Snehaiaya
Rottikaundanur Road,
Thirumalayampalayam P.O.
Coimbatore - 641 105,

Tamil Nadu, INDIA

Let us understand with St Francis of Assisi,
“that it is in giving that we receive.”



THE HOUSE OF FRANCIS’BIRTH

BY Fr Leonard M.Testa OFMConv.,

FRANCIS’ BIRTH IN A MANGER

“Sometimes, God Almighty, not only allows but bestows to His saints the ineffable privilege of
resembling His Divine Son even in the conditions and circumstances of their birth, disposing of them in
such a way that they are humbly born in a stable.’ ( The Episode of the birth of St Francis in a stable,
P.A.lacovelli OFMConv., Casa Editrice Francescana, Frati Minori Conventuali, Sacro Convento, Assisi
Santuario).

Christian hagiography has historically brought some to light if for no other reason, to nourish the
faithful’'s piety and devotion. This is the case of some saints like St Camillus de Lellis, St Cajetan of
Thiene, and the Conventual Franciscan, St Joseph of Copertino. But the case that stands out most and
the first in order of time — is that of St Francis of Assisi. His birth in a stable is a part of a greater design,
which even under this aspect sheds more complete light which the saint has been called by many
Pontiffs as the ‘Alter Christus,’ ‘Second Christ.’

CONTEMPORARY SOURCES

The Franciscan movement came to light in the twelfth century. The sources of the first contemporary
writers on Franciscan topics are of the greatest importance as they carry an exceptional authority
behind them. Even though not all evidence had been collected by these immediate witnesses of
these sources, as many were left out due to fact that the events were well then renowned to the
contemporaries however these were only later on collected by later historians whose authority had
never been challenged.

The same could be said of St Francis’ birth in a manger as well as in the analogous granting of the
Pardon of Assisi, noted by P Lipsin, in 1756, which no contemporary writer had specifically noted but it
has never been questioned.

One must keep in mind that for the ancient hagiographers the Saints’ true birth ‘dies natalis’ took place
first at their conversion, and later at their death.

The hagiographers of the 1300’s never referred to the date of birth of any of the renowned saints of the
time, like St Dominic, St Anthony of Padua, St Bonaventure, St Thomas Aquinas. So, St Bonaventure’s
(as well as that of Thomas of Celano and Julian of Spira) silence on the details regarding St Francis’
birth, falls within this category, common norm among hagiographers (3).

It has already been said that we are not aware of any Franciscan writer of having referred to it
specifically and intentionally. Nevertheless if in that period we do not find more or less a reference to
this singular event, there are indications here and there when collected together demonstrate that this
century old tradition was certainly known, so much so that it is confirmed by the historians of the first
hundred years, which witnessed both the death and glorification of the saintly Patriarch.

Thomas of Celano writes that St Francis being aware and sensing that he was being very often unduly
praised wherever he went he would order his travelling friar-companion to harshly lash out at him in a
despicable manner. And when the latter did so calling Francis ill-mannered, a mercenary, good for
nothing, smilingly he interiorly would enjoy the verbal abuse, recalling to mind the humility of the first
moments of his birth. (Referred by P.Giuseppe Abate, Storia e Leggenda,lV,2,p..69).

This phrase in in its original Latin version — nativitatis suae primordia recolebat — is highly meaningful,
as it reveals two important factors : a) the very first instances of Francis’ life (primordia nativitatis) that
is the early stages of his birth, in other words the very beginnings of his life when the newborn babe
expresses in his cries his first sensations, b) the situations of extreme humiliation that took place in
these earliest moments when he was brought to light (umilia primordia).
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This phrase in in its original Latin version — nativitatis suae primordia recolebat — is highly meaningful,
as it reveals two important factors : a) the very first instances of Francis’ life (primordia nativitatis) that
is the early stages of his birth, in other words the very beginnings of his life when the newborn babe
expresses in his cries his first sensations, b) the situations of extreme humiliation that took place in
these earliest moments when he was brought to light (umilia primordia).

It is obvious that one cannot refer to ordinary situations, as one would refer to every other human
brought to light , but of a situation extremely humble and per se humiliating — in contrast to the
opulence of his father, Pietro Bernardone —which the birth in a stable is the only reasonable and
convenient explanation that can be given.

Perhaps, Thomas of Celano, ( Vita Prima,, n.53) initiating a parallelism between the birth of Jesus and
that of St Francis, in the phrase : this manner of (Francis) speaking recalled the first instances of his
own birth (sic logquens nativitatis suae humilia primordia recolebat) expanded on what Pope St Leo the
Great wrote in a sermon on the birth of the Lord: Today’s feast reminds us of Jesus’ very first instances
born of the Blessed Virgin Mary (hodierna festivitas renovat nobis nati Jesu ex Maria Virgine sacra
primordia).

Other historical references are found in the Liber exemplorum Fratrum Minorum saeculi XllI, written
beforel273 by a friar who had lived both in Assisi and in Paris, (4) referring to an Assisi carpenter
,Severino, who knew St Francis very well refers in detail many aspects surrounding St Francis birth (
qui dicebat multa de primordio Beati Francisci, quem viderat), he personally knew about extraordinary
episodes in Francis’ early life, that evoked the admiration of Severino and his contemporaries in their
admiration and devotion towards the Saint. The circumstances were not ordinary as in any birth which
referred to by Severino. These circumstances he mentions in detail are two, the mysterious pilgrim and
the birth of Francis on a stable.

During the first centenary of Francis’ birth (1282) his nephew, Piccardo di Angelo turned two empty
rooms in the Francis’ paternal house into a sacred space, calling it the Oratory of St Francis on 1286.
Fifty years later the following was written on the portal (door) ‘this Oratory was the stable for the bull
and the donkey, where Francis the mirror of the world was born. Later it was known as the little house
where Francis was born, Oratory of the stable of St Francis, Little St Francis, St Francis Piccolino,
ciccarello, bambino, referring to Francis early life.

These few early references are sufficient for us to bring to our attention one of the earliest holy places
connected with our seraphic father Francis.

The tradition is alive in all the hagiographers in matters Franciscan, whether they be the Conventual
Franciscans, ( the Observant, Reformed etc known as Friars Minor of the Leonine Union or simply
today known as OFM) or Capuchins as referred to by Friar Luke Wadding, a Friar Minor Observant (
Wadding Annales,Vol 1,p.21 — Ediz Ill, Quaracchi,1931).

The Oratory of the birth of St Francis was included in 1754, by Pope Benedict XIV in a Papal decree
Fidelis Dominus incorporating it with the Shrine of St Francis, The Sacred Convent in Assisi and
leaving it to the perpetual care and dependency of the Minister General of the Friars Minor Conventual.
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May the Lord give you Peace !

Pontifical Theological Faculty “St. Bmw"—w-ﬂune 1998
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SEITENN  \WHAT'S HAPPENING, September 2015

Singapore:

Mission In My Backyard, (MIMBY), Yishun:
Bible story:

6 Sep - Life of Mary conducted by Frances Neo.

There were no storytelling and reading class because of
school holidays and the haze.

Sabah

We have another two new volunteers in St. Clare English Learning
Centre, Papar on every Sunday from 3-4.30pm. Thank you, Maura
and Catherine. Praise the Lord!

"English in Camp" Mission Trip to San Damiano Girls' Hostel, Kiulu, Sabah:

This trip from 17-22 Sep 2015 had 10 participants from Singapore, 4 from Labuan and 7 from
Sabah. This was the first time we had so many participants from Labuan/Sabah. We thanked the
participants from Singapore for helping to bring over 90 kg of luggage which includes prizes for
the camp and lots of pre-owned clothings for the sister's outreach to the villages.




* News from Singapore: continued... w

Solar lights for Banggi Island:

We have handed another 30 solar lights for Kg. Timbang Dayang in Banggi Island in Sept 2015.
Another benefactor heard the cry of the villagers for more solar lights and has sponsored for at
least another 260 families. We thanked God for His providence.

We need more helping hands to outreach to more. Come, join us! Begin by taking the first step
to come for our meeting. Sms Josephine at 96456120 for more info.

Next meeting in Singapore:

Date: Sun, 25 Oct 2015

Venue: CEC, Blk 731, Yishun Street 72, 01-31, S 760731
Time: 2-5pm

Next meeting in Sabah:

SMS Elizabeth at 60128202679 or email:elizabeth@post.com

Wishing You All a Blessed Christmas filled with Love, Joy and Peace.

Meryge
.-

hristmas

Please send news, articles, etc. for inclusion in the Newsletter
by February 20, 2016 to Lucy Bonanno:
15 Blaxland Ave. Warrawong NSW 2502
Telephone: (02)42749353 Email:lucybonanno@yahoo.com
THANK YOU
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