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The Feast of Pentecost is a  

celebration of the mysterious  

movement of God in our lives 

through the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit. 

  

The Spirit comes to us and to our  

communities, as St Paul says, to  

help us in our weakness (Romans 8), 

and to encourage and inspire us in 

the midst of our failures and  

imperfections.  The Spirit comes to 

“renew the face of the earth”, to 

strengthen and revive us. 

The Spirit-filled person lives  

intensely in the here and now.  He 

or she is alive with the  energy of 

love, moved by the energy of joy.  

The Spirit empowers us to live our 

lives with complete confidence in 

the providence of God. 
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 POPE FRANCIS :  

‘BE OPEN TO THE NEWNESS OF THE HOLY 

SPIRIT’ 

  
Over 200,000 people from all over the world gathered in 
Rome yesterday to celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost 
with Pope Francis. The Holy Father recalled the moment 
where the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples, giving 
them the strength to spread the Gospel. 

 

“Newness always makes us a bit fearful, because we 

feel more secure if we have everything  under control, 

if we are the ones who build, program, and plan our 

lives,” Pope Francis said. “This is also the case when it 

comes to God. It is hard to abandon ourselves to Him 

with complete trust, allowing the Holy Spirit to be the 

soul and guide of our lives.” 

 

We fear that God may force us to strike out on new 
paths and leave behind our all too narrow, closed and 
selfish horizons in order to become open to his own. 
Yet throughout the history of salvation, whenever God 
reveals himself, He brings newness—God always brings 
newness—and demands our complete trust.” 
 

Vatican City, May 20, 2013  
(Zenit.org) Junno Arocho Esteves  

http://www.zenit.org/
http://www.zenit.org/en/authors/junno-arocho-esteves


“...personal 

witness... 

requires that 

we be willing 

to live the 

Gospel in all its 

novelty and 

challenge.” 
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THE EVANGELIZING MISSION TODAY 
 

In its final propositions the Synod on 

the New Evangelization described four 

elements which comprise the mission 

of every baptised person. 

 

The first is the irreplaceable element 

of personal witness which requires that 

we be willing to live the Gospel in all 

its novelty and challenge.  This  

demands the courage of St Francis, 

who tried to do literally what the  

Gospel requires. 

Secondly, a true follower of Christ 

must strive toward perfect charity, 

loving God above all and our neighbour 

as ourselves, as Jesus taught when he 

summarised all the law and the proph-

ets (Mt 22:36-40).  The obvious care 

and love the first Christians practised 

among themselves, and toward many 

others besides, attracted many people 

to this new way; we read in the Acts of 

the Apostles that “they were looked up 

to by everyone” (Acts 2:46). 

The third element of evangelization is 

transforming the place where one lives 

and the sphere in which one has  

influence as a Christian. We must be 

Christ’s salt and light if the earth is to 

be transformed according to the vision 

of the kingdom of God. 

Finally, the Christian must not shirk 

from the duty to directly and boldly 

invite others to know Jesus Christ.  

Today this duty often means that we 

must share the Gospel with members 

of our own families. 

The first little brothers of St Francis 

had an enormous initial impact upon 

the people because they preached to 

them in their own language, a novel 

phenomenon.  The Mass, of course, 

was not in their own language, and the 

priests rarely preached at  Mass, 

mostly because they were ill-equipped 
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to do so; seminaries for the training 

of priests would come centuries later.  

The power of evangelical preaching, 

as demonstrated by those friars,  

cannot be over estimated.  The scrip-

tures them selves were not merely 

“inspired” by God when they were 

written but are also “inspiring” today 

in their power to touch the hearts of 

all who hear them preached. 

Before the Second Vatican Council, 

many believed—and in the East many 

continue to believe—that only monks 

are perfect Christians.  The Council 

taught that all the baptised are called 

t o  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  

perfection but by different paths.  

Further, all the baptised—not just 

priests, deacons, nuns, and brothers—

are called to be evangelists.1 

1. 
PP 49-50 “Reclaiming Francis”  

   By Msgr Charles M Murphy (see below) 



 FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTERS 

On the weekend of May 2-4 we had our 
Regional Retreat conducted by  
Father Robert Stewart OFM Cap.  The 
theme of the weekend was “Enlighten 
the Darkness of My Heart”. Father 
Robert’s talks were very encouraging and 
spiritually uplifting. Some of his points 
focussed on: 

 

 Using the weekend as an opportunity 
to “retreat” from our busy world in 
order to do as the military do when 
they retreat... Re focus and plan for 
the rest of our lives .  We were re-
minded of the need for  separation, 
solitude and silence in order to reap 
the most benefit from the retreat. 

 

 The need to ask “Lord show me my   
heart, so that I may know yours”. 

 

 God creates order out of chaos and we 
can work with Him to achieve:  

 

Harmony with God 
Harmony within ourselves 
Harmony with others 
Harmony with the world. 

 

 In beauty and goodness we are better 
able too understand the truth of our 
faith. 

 
We shared in the Eucharist over the week-
end and received the Lord’s forgiveness in 
the Second Rite of Reconciliation. As  
always these weekends are never long 
enough! Thank you Fr Robert. 
 

Pax et Bonum  -    

 

Mirla T Mills ofs     Regional Minister 

SA Retreat 2014 

“Harmony with: 

God 

Ourselves 

Others & 

the World.” 

Page 3 Oceania Newsletter 

All good wishes of the season of  
Eastertide to our sisters and brothers in 
Oceania.  On 29th and 30th March it was 
our pleasure to welcome Fr John Cooper 
and Lola Kelly to our western shores for 
our Fraternal and Pastoral Visitations and 
to conduct the Regional Elective Chapter.   
I thank them for their generosity of time, 
attention and listening to all the various 
aspects of our Region.   Their encourage-
ment and support was most appreciated.  
They were introduced to two eating houses 
in Perth...."Fast Eddy's" and "Slow Lees".  
  

Our newly elected Regional Council:  
 

Regional Minister     Angela McGuire 
Vice Minister             Antoinette Frendo 
Secretary            David Ward 
Treasurer          Noel D'Souza 
Formator    Michael McGuire 
Promotions     Sandra Maroney 
 

On 4th May Aurora Thisainayagan,  
Bianca Valente and Dominic Chew (below)
were professed into Perth Fraternity at Our 
Lady Queen of Martyrs Church Maylands an 
Archdiocesan Church which is looked after 
by the Franciscan OFM Friars from the 
Province of Poland.  Perth Fraternity are  
fortunate to have been invited to meet at 
the Queen of Poland Church and Friary also 
in Maylands.  God Bless Fr Tomasz and Fr 
Stan who reach out generously to the Secu-
lar Franciscan Order.  We are hoping to 
meet up again this year with the  
Anglican Franciscans.  Groups are  
getting organised to visit our country sis-
ters and brothers travelling on the Pros-
pector Train to Kalgoorlie  for seven admis-
sions and driving to Geraldton for three 
professions in the coming weeks.  Alleluia! 
 

Love and Peace - 

 

Angela McGuire ofs   Regional Minister 

GREETING FROM... 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA                        WESTERN AUSTRALIA  



“                          

                                              

.” 
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BE AT PEACE 

 

Do not look forward in fear  

to the changes in life; rather,  

look to them with full hope  

that as they arise, 

God, whose very own you are, 

will lead you safely  

through all things;  

and when you cannot stand it, 

God will carry you  

in His arms. 

Do not fear what may  

happen tomorrow; the same  

understanding Father  

who cares for you today will take 

care of you then and every day. 

He will either shield you from  

suffering or will give you unfailing 

strength to bear it. 

Be at peace, and put aside all  

anxious thoughts and  

imaginations. 

         -Saint Francis De Sales 
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