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Unto us a Child is born and He shall be called Emmanuel—God is with us 

“The image of the Child Jesus calls to mind  

the mystery of the Incarnation,  

of the all-powerful God  

who became man and who lived for thirty years  

in the lowly family of Nazareth,  

entrusted by Providence to  

the watchful care of Mary and Joseph .” 

This terracotta relief by Giovanni della Robbia shows  

the Christ Child as part of the Holy Trinity,  

adored by Mary, Joseph and Franciscan saints. 



As we set up Christmas 

scenes in churches and 

homes throughout this 

season, we remember our 

dear patron, St. Francis 

who had a special love for 

the Christ Child. Thomas 

of Celano, a biographer of 

Saint Francis, tells us the 

story of Francis’ Christmas  

Creche at Greccio many 

years ago… 

“The day of joy drew near 

and the time of great  

rejoicing came. The 

brothers were called from 

their various places. Men 

and women of that 

neighbourhood prepared 

with glad hearts, accord-

ing to their means, can-

dles and torches to light 

up that night that has 

lighted up all the days and 

years with its gleaming 

star. At length the saint of 

God came, and found all 

things prepared: the hay 

had been brought, the ox 

and ass led in. There sim-

plicity was honoured, pov-

erty was exalted, humility 

was commended, and 

Greccio was made, as it 

were, a new Bethlehem. 

The night was lighted up 

like the day, and it de-

lighted the people and 

beasts. The people came 

and were filled with new 

joy over the new mystery. 

The woods rang with the 

voices of the crowd and 

the rocks made answer to 

their jubilation. The 

brothers sang, paying 

their debt of praise to the 

Lord, and the whole night 

resounded with their  

rejoicing. The saint of God 

stood before the manger, 

uttering sighs, overcome 

with love, and filled with 

a wonderful happiness. 

The solemnities of the 

Mass were celebrated over 

the manger and the priest 

experienced a new  

consolation. 

The saint of God was 

clothed with the vest-

ments of the deacon, for 

he was a deacon,  

and he sang the holy  

Gospel in a majestic 

voice. His voice was a 

strong voice, a sweet 

voice, a clear voice,  

inviting all to the highest 

rewards .  Then  he 

preached to the people 

standing about, and he 

spoke charming words  

concerning the Nativity of 

the poor king and the  

little town of Bethlehem. 

Frequently too, when he 

wished to call Christ  

Jesus, he would call him 

simply the “Child of  

Bethlehem,” aglow with 

overflowing love for him; 

and speaking the word 

Bethlehem, his voice was 

more like the bleating of a 

sheep. His mouth was 

filled more with sweet 

affection than with words. 

Besides, when he spoke 

the name Child of Bethle-

hem or Jesus, his tongue 

licked his lips, as if it 

were rel ishing and  

savouring with pleased 

palate the sweetness of 

the words. The gifts of the 

Almighty were multiplied 

there, and a wonderful 

vision was seen by a  

certain virtuous man. For 

he saw a little child lying 

in the manger lifeless, and 

he saw the holy man of 

God go up to it and rouse 

the child as from a deep 

sleep. This vision was not 

unfitting, for the Child 

Jesus had been asleep in 

the hearts of many; but by 

the working of grace, he 

was awakened again 

through his servant Saint 

Francis and stamped upon 

their fervent memory. At 

length the solemn night 

celebration was brought 

to a close and everyone 

returned to their home 

with holy joy.”▄ 

 

A Franciscan Christmas Blessing 

“There 

simplicity 

was 

honoured, 

poverty was 

exalted, 

humility was 

commended, 

and Greccio  

was made,  

as it were,  

a new 

Bethlehem.”  
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Winter 1224 

My Dear Sister Clare,  

How kind of you to ask how you can help the brothers in Assisi  

prepare for Christmas while I am away preaching in the country.  

I know there is much to be done.  Food must be prepared for the many 

brothers and sisters who will return from their work to celebrate the feast with 

us.  And food must be prepared to share with the poor. The townspeople will 

expect us to arrange another manger scene and Midnight Mass.  We must 

locate animals and torches, even a baby!  We must find a priest for Mass and 

deacons to assist.   

You know that in my heart Christmas, the feast of love, is my  

favourite feast-the one I wish would never end.  It is the time when the poor 

should be treated royally, and the animals are not only welcome but necessary 

to our worship.  

But, dear Sister Clare, do not let yourself or anyone of us get caught up 

in busy­ness.  That is false preparation for the great Christmas feast. God 

would have us prepare quietly, in our hearts and in our living.  We must pray 

and wait for the Incarnation but be prepared for it at every moment.  Look at 

the faces of the lonely and befriend them.  See Jesus in the hungry and feed 

them.  Put seeds on the roads for the birds.  And stop to thank God for the 

beauty of the moon on a cold dark night.  

This is how to prepare for Christmas.    Pax et Bonum! 

Your little brother,  

Francis  

          Quoted from Jeff Smith's "The Frugal Gourmet Celebrates Christmas"   

      William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1991 

"A Letter from St. Francis to St. Clare" 

“Look at the 

faces of the 

lonely and 

befriend 

them. See 

Jesus in the 

hungry and 

feed them.”  
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First Nativity Crèche First Nativity Crèche First Nativity Crèche First Nativity Crèche ————    Dec. 24th, 1223 A.D.Dec. 24th, 1223 A.D.Dec. 24th, 1223 A.D.Dec. 24th, 1223 A.D.    
    

Saint Francis had a great love for Jesus and he made it a practice  

of trying to follow His way of life.  Francis held in his heart a  

special love for the Babe of Christmas and it was from this love  

that he decided to enact the Birth of Jesus. From this first enactment  

in Greccio, Italy came the custom of the Christmas crèche.    

 

May the Peace of the Christmas Season fill your heart. 

May the Joy of this Season fill your life.   

May the Love of the Saviour allow you to know how much He Loves YOU.   

Have a most blessed Christmas and a new year of all good!      
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“As a prayer of 

praise to God 

the creator, the  

Canticle is a 

sublime  

expression of 

the  

authentic 

Christian  

attitude to 

creation, which 

is to accept and 

love creatures 

as they are.” 

 

and the germander 

speedwell and to all 

those who welcome and 

revere the great positive 

achievements of science 

and technology.  

In his poetic master-
piece, called "The  
Canticle of Brother Sun", 
which St Francis  
composed when he was 
all but totally blind, he 
takes us on a remarkable 
voyage and introduces us 
to Brother Christ, as well 
as our brothers and sis-
ters - the Sun, the 
Moon, the Stars, the 
Wind, Air, Water, Fire, 
our Mother the Earth, 
and to the companion 
that awaits us all, Sister 

Bodily Death. 

As a prayer of praise to 
God the creator, the  
Canticle is a sublime  
expression of the  
authentic Christian  
attitude to creation, 
which is to accept and 
love creatures as they 
are. "Be praised, my 
Lord, with all your crea-
tures, especially, Brother 
Sun, who is day, and  
by him you shed light 
upon us. He is beautiful 
and radiant with great  
splendour. Of you, Most 
High, he bears the  

likeness". 

There is many a tale 
and legend about St 
Francis' love of nature, 
animals and birds, that 
have become popular. It 
is reported that St  
F r a n c i s  w a l k e d  
reverently over stones, 
because of Him who was 

St. Francis was moved 

more by intuition rather 

than theological argu-

ment. Because of his 

tremendous love of  

nature he was proclaimed 

patron of ecology by Pope 

John Paul II, in 1980 . 

As GK Chesterton said,  

St Francis anticipated all 

that is most liberal and 

sympathetic in the  

modern world, in the love 

of nature and the love of 

animals.  And as Eric 

Doyle said in his book “St 

Francis and the Song  

of Brotherhood” the  

message of St Francis is 

vital to the future of  

humanity and the survival 

of Planet Earth.  

For St Francis creation is 

a vast unity full of  

mystery and wonder. The 

world is not an object to 

be worked on and  

dominated by us, but a 

network of cosmic,  

personal and spiritual 

relationships to which 

humanity belongs. He 

speaks to all those who 

are concerned about 

the ecological crisis and 

recognize that we need a 

philosophy of life which 

will cure the excesses of 

consumerism and selfish-

ness. He speaks to all 

who bel ieve that  

humanity is a sisterhood 

or brotherhood. To 

those who love the  

otter, the pied wagtail  

        SAINT FRANCIS AND ECOLOGY    

c a l l e d  t h e  r o c k 

(reference to Jesus); 

that he lifted worms 

from all the pathways so 

that they would not be 

trodden underfoot.  It is 

also said that swallows 

fell silent to listen to his 

words, that the little 

rabbit he set free from a 

trap refused to leave 

him, that the fish he put 

back into the lake re-

mained beside the boat 

until his prayer was over. 

His love for other lesser 

creatures was as vivid! In 

the winter he had honey 

or the best wine put out 

for the bees so that they 

would not perish from the 

cold. He used to extol 

the artistry of their work 

and their remarkable  

ingenuity, giving glory to 

the Lord. With such an 

outpouring, he often used 

up an entire day or more 

in praise of them and 

other creatures. As the 

three young men in the 

furnace of burning fire 

invited all the elements 

to praise and glorify the 

Creator of all things 

[Daniel 3, 51- 90], so 

Francis, full of the 

spirit of God never 

stopped glorifying,  

praising and blessing the 

Creator and Ruler of  

all things in all the  

elements and creatures. 

Great was the delight 

the beauty of flowers 

brought to Francis' soul  



“St Francis'  

life and  

example,  

which were  

interwoven with 

simplicity and 

love of man  

and nature,  

are a reminder 

to us that  

we are all 

creatures bound 

together with 

Mother Earth  

in a universal  

network  

of relationships 

with God's 

entire 

creation.” 
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whenever he saw their 

lovely form and noticed 

their sweet fragrance! He 

would immediately turn 

his gaze to the beauty of 

that flower, brilliant in 

springtime, sprouting 

from the root of Jesse. 

Whenever he found an 

abundance of flowers, he 

used to preach to them 

and invite them to praise 

the Lord, just as if they 

were endowed with  

reason. 

St Francis' life and  

example, which were  

interwoven with simplic-

ity and love of man and 

nature, are a reminder 

to us that we are  

all creatures bound  

together with Mother 

Earth in a universal  

network of relationships 

with God's entire crea-

tion. In valuing all things 

in their unique beauty 

and in paying homage to 

creation, we are paying 

homage to the Creator of 

us all. 

 

          Andrea Burvill ofs  

 (National JPIC Oceania) 

Edited from an article pub-
lished by National JPIC 
Commission of The National 
Fraternity of the Secular 

Franciscan Order USA. 

 

 

 

 

A Modern Story About Christmas 
 

Rebecca and Benjamin, a young couple, 

were touring the Holy Land over the 

Christmas holiday period and decided it 

would be very meaningful to them to spend 

Christmas Eve in Bethlehem, the birth 

place of Jesus.  

When they arrived they searched high and 

low all day for a room for that night. 

Finally Rebecca and Benjamin drove to  

the plush and rather expensive 

'Intercontinental Hotel' in Bethlehem.  

'I'll pop in and see what I can do,' said 

Benjamin feigning confidence for his, now 

exhausted, young wife.  Benjamin 

approached the desk and the receptionist 

told him there were no rooms in the hotel 

and probably no rooms in the whole of 

Bethlehem. 'Sorry, sir. It's Christmas 

Eve, it's probably our busiest time.'  

No matter how much Benjamin offered to 

pay, the receptionist still replied that he 

had no available rooms.  Finally, Benjamin 

said, 'I bet if I told you my name was 

Joseph, that the woman waiting in the car 

was called Mary, and that she had a 

newborn infant, you'd find us a room for 

the night.'  

'Er....well,' stammered the receptionist, 

'I.....I suppose, in that case, I would.'  

'OK, then,' said Benjamin determinedly. 'I 

guarantee you, they're not coming tonight, 

so we'll take their room.' 



Page 6 Oceania Newsletter 

“...strive to 

keep Advent  

a season of 

waiting and 

longing,  

of conversion 

and hope, 

meditating 

often on the 

incredible love 

and humility of 

our God in 

taking on flesh 

of the Virgin 

Mary.” 

MESSAGE FROM THE OCEANIA NATIONAL MINISTER  

 After the busy year filled 

with meetings, elections 

and chapters, the Advent 

season will arrive very 

shortly.  

The Advent season is 

filled with preparation 

and expectation. Every-

one is getting ready for 

Christmas — shopping and 

decorating, cooking and 

cleaning. Too often, how-

ever, we are so busy with 

the material preparations 

that we lose sight of the 

real reason for our  

activity: the Word made 

flesh coming to dwell 

among us. Franciscans all 

over the world are urged 

to preserve the spiritual 

focus of Christmas amidst 

the prevailingly secular 

and consumer-driven  

society.  

In the midst of the hustle 

and bustle of the season, 

let us strive to keep  

Advent a season of wait-

ing and longing, of  

conversion and hope, 

meditating often on the 

incredible love and  

humility of our God in 

taking on flesh of the  

Virgin Mary. In our shop-

ping and cooking, let us 

remember to purchase 

and prepare something 

for the poor. When we 

clean our homes, let us 

distribute some of our 

possessions to those who 

lack many necessities. 

While we are decorating 

our homes, let us not  

forget to prepare a 

peaceful place in our 

hearts wherein our  

Saviour may come to 

dwell.  

Pope John Paul II, in his 

Apostolic Letter NOVO 

MILLENNIO INEUNTE at 

the beginning of the new 

millennium, exhorted the 

whole Church to start 

afresh from Christ and to 

begin our 'starting' by 

contemplating the Face 

of Christ. What a wonder-

ful task he set us!  

To contemplate the face 

of Christ is not just to  

contemplate the physical 

details of His face, His 

external appearance, and 

His looks as they are  

suggested to us from  

images such as the Shroud 

of Turin or the Veil of  

Veronica.  

Nor is it just to contem-

plate His look – the way 

He looks at me. It is both 

of these things but even 

more. To contemplate 

the face of Christ is to 

contemplate, as deeply as 

we can, His truth, His  

inner being, the inner  

reality of the man who is 

God. To contemplate the 

face of Christ is to  

contemplate the human 

face of a man but also the 

human face of God. To 

contemplate the face of 

Christ is to contemplate 

the face of one who loves 

us. The face of one who  

loves us is always a  

special face. Notice the 

way young couples in love 

look at each other. Jesus 

loves us with the very 

love of God. We contem-

plate not just love on the 

face of Jesus but we con-

template the face of 

Love. To contemplate the 

face of Christ is to  

contemplate one who 

contemplates us. How we 

long to see this face - the 

face of one who never 

grows tired of 'gazing' at 

us - the face of one who 

wants us, who desires us 

so passionately that He 

gave his very life for us! 

 To contemplate the face 

of Christ is to begin to 

contemplate ourselves. As 

we contemplate the Word 

made Flesh we are  

contemplating the Word 

by whom and through 

whom and for whom we 

were made. In contem-

plating Him we begin to 

see our own meaning, 

dignity and value, and the 

more we do this the more 

we penetrate this mystery 

of who we ourselves are. 

 Finally, to contemplate 

the beautiful face of 

Christ is to us become 

more beautiful. As a  

husband and wife often 

take on each other's  

characteristic features so 

we begin more and more 

to resemble the one we 

contemplate. And surely 

this is the very goal of our  



“A group of 

inquirers … 

600 km east of 

Perth...have 

been keenly 

pursuing the 

inquirer’s  

formation 

studies in 2013 .   

Just as the 

desert is dry 

and parched 

“they are 

starving” as 

Harry puts  

it for some 

nourishment of 

their  

spirituality.  ” 
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c o n t e m p l a t i o n  -  

u l t ima t e l y  t o  b e  

transformed into Him.  

So this Advent let us start 

afresh from Christ by 

longing for, searching for, 

and contemplating His 

Face.  

Remember the words of 

St. Clare of Assisi "Gaze 

on [Him], consider [Him], 

contemplate [Him], as 

you desire to imitate 

[Him]." Brothers and  

sisters, may the birth of 

the Christ child fill you all 

with love, peace and 

blessings. 

            Sandra Tilley ofs  

               National Minister 

 

Western Australia 
 

Your brothers and sisters 
in St Francis and St Clare 
from Western Australia 
send their greetings to 
each of you.  “Spirit of 
Francis is Alive in Perth”.   

 
THE CALL IN THE DESERT 
 
That was the heading of 
an article written about 
our Transitus of St Francis 
ceremony and Mass  
accompanied by the now 
familiar photo of Pope 
Francis and the white 
dove.  It was unknown to 
us that the journalist was 
even present there.  What 
an unexpected surprise to 
find this article in The 
Record our Archdiocesan 
newspaper.   
 

The spirit of St Francis is  

                                 OFS REGIONAL NEWS  
South Australia 

 

South Australian Regional 
Council elections were held 
in November and as the 
new Regional Minister I 
t h ank  t he  r e t i r i n g 
Councillors for their 
untiring contributions to 
our region. 
 

Our November Day of  

Reflection was conducted 

by Father Patrick Colbourne 

who spoke on following 

Christ in the way of Francis 

in the 21st Century by  

remaining faithful to our 

profession as Secular Fran-

ciscans.  By doing so we 

will also remain faithful on 

our Franciscan journey on 

the “frank and sure way” 

throughout our lives.   

Father Patrick inspired us 

to accept the Lord’s  

example as Francis did.  In 

our own lives we will strive 

to emulate both Jesus and 

Francis by: 

Choosing to say nothing in 

confrontational situations—

rather, we will simply let 

the argument die. 

We will also live by  

actions, not words. 

In November the Newton 
Fraternity joyfully con-
gratulated Aty Berkelmans 
on being 25 years professed 
Secular Franciscan.   
 

I wish all Oceania’s Secular 

Franciscans a blessed 

Christmas and may your 

Franciscan journey in 2014 

be on the “frank and sure 

way”  

      Mirla T Mills ofs 

             SA Regional Minister 

also alive in the desert.  A 
group of inquirers who 
live 600 km east of Perth 
and not all that far from 
the Nullabor have been 
keenly pursuing the  
inquirer’s formation  
studies in 2013 under  
the leadership of Harry 
Argus ofs.  Just as the  
desert is dry and parched 
“they are starving” as 
Harry puts it for some 
nourishment of their  
spirituality.  Some of 
them have made the 1200 
km journey to attend the 
Annual  Retreat in 
Perth….they inspire 
us…..they bring with 
them a new vitality.  We 
place them in God’s 
hands. 
   
How delighted we were to 
have Fr Carl Schafer lead 
our Annual Regional  
Retreat….. “Faith and 
Grace”.  Forty two people 
attended this live-in/live-
out Retreat over the 
week end.  We all  
enjoyed sharing in  
congratulating him for 
fifty years of Priesthood. 
 
Christmas is coming - that 
time of loving, giving and 
sharing….thinking of  
others.  On behalf of the 
Regional Fraternity of WA 
I wish all the brothers and 
sisters in Oceania a 
blessed and peaceful 
Christmas and everything 
good in 2014. 
 
                                Angela McGuire ofs 

WA Regional Minister 
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Queensland 
 

Greetings of Peace and 
Joy from Queensland, 
 

Queensland Region came 
together in retreat from 
1st to 3rd November 2013 
at Manly Spirituality Cen-
tre.   We contemplated 
and reflected on God and 
who He is for us individu-
ally.  23 attended on the 
Saturday and we were 
guided in our reflection by 
Fr Henry Paul ofm cap.  
We remembered God’s 
great love for us revealed 
in His actions, He is in 
charge in all the events of 
our lives.  We took away 
with us the thought that 
there are no “problems” 
in our lives only 
“challenges”.  God does 
challenge us to trust Him.  
This was our last live-in 
retreat at Manly Spiritual-
ity Centre, when refur-
bished it will no longer 
offer accommodation for 
retreats. 
 

As the year of Year of 
Grace and Faith concludes 
Brisbane’s Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge challenged 
us to “Open wide the 
Doors to Christ”, the 
doors of Faith, of the 
Heart, and of the World.   

The door of Faith – What 
is it about being Catholic 
that is precious to me 
that I can share with  
another person still  
respecting their freedom?   
The door of our Heart – 
How personal is my prayer 
life, am I really going 
from Gospel to life and 
life to the Gospel?  
The door of the World – 
Is it just me and God?   If 
it is, I’m missing the third 
dimension – others.  So 
much change in the world 
and so quickly.  It helps 
to remember that God is 
at work in this changing 
world and I have a part in 
His mission to change it 
for the good, for God is 
good.  
 

During this year we  
reflected on the  
documents of Vatican II.  
Kedron Fraternity Reflec-
tion day in June this year 
looked particularly at the 
four main documents.  
Fr Finian ofm and Michael 
McGarry were the key 
presenters. 
 

All Fraternities in Queen-

sland welcomed some  

enquirers, some stayed 

and some did not.  It is 

good to have the opportu-

nity to share our way of  

OFS REGIONAL NEWS (CONT.) 

life with others.  Queen-
sland Region still  
struggles but is respond-
ing to the “challenge”. 
 

We value our members 
who can no longer attend 
Fraternity and know that 
they pray for us as we for 
them.  May we all  
stay true to our profes-
sion even in difficult 
situations. 
 

Recently we also thanked 
God for the lives of our 
Secu l a r  F r anc i s c an  
Sister and Brothers: 
  
 

John Skennerton,  
Rob Moore,  

Francis Hefferan,  
John Contarino and  

Vera Dixon  
 

may they rest in peace 
 

Our thanks and apprecia-
tion to Sr Clara Condon 
mfic and Fr Finian Perkins 
ofm who are so faithful in 
their assistance to the 
Region and Fraternity, we 
value their work among 
us. 
 

May this Christmas Season 
bring you renewed Hope 
and Perseverance and 
God’s rich blessing in all 
your endeavours. 
 
 

            Elizabeth Arthy ofs 
           Minister, Qld Region 

  

In 2014... 

it would be informative  

for all Brother & Sisters   

if  EVERY Regional Fraternity   

could commit to submitting 

some news for EACH  

Quarterly edition of  Oceania. 

      

      March 2014 Edition   

OCEANIA NEWSLETTER 

     DEADLINE -  
15th February 

 Editor: Mirla T Mills ofs 

rambrilo@tadaust,org.au 

“The door of 
our Heart – 
How personal 

is my  
prayer life, 
am I really 
going  

from Gospel 
to life  

and life to 
the Gospel? "  

 

      

 



“When we are 

called to action, 

we embrace the 

call joyfully."  
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CHECK OUT OUR FRANCISCAN WEBSITES!!! 
 

www.franciscans.org.au 

 

http://www.secularfranciscansoceania.com.au 

 

www.secularfranciscansoceania.com.au/01_cms/details.asp?ID=232 

Secular Franciscans follow the OFS rule that requires us to 

spend time each month in community with our Franciscan 

brothers and sisters. 

In fraternity the brothers and sisters, led by the Spirit, strive for 

ongoing daily conversion, to turn away from sin and to be  

faithful to the Gospel. We seek, with and only with God's grace, 

perfect charity in our secular state, helping one another in this 

journey closer to Christ, following in the footsteps of Saints 

Francis and Clare.  

We pray together and support each other through the ups and 

downs of daily life.  We take opportunities to learn about our 

Church, our community and our world. 

Our rule mandates us to be involved in apostolic ministries and 

with youth.  When we are called to action, we embrace the call 

joyfully.  Some of us are religious education teachers, some 

have made a commitment to Perpetual Adoration.  Some work 

with the poor and homeless. 

As a fraternity, we take action on issues that affect the lives of 

others.  We respond to social issues; we support the efforts of 

our brothers and sisters who are serving the poor and orphan 

children around the world. We also give financial support to our 

Franciscan brothers who are studying for the priesthood.  

WHAT DO SECULAR FRANCISCANS DO? 
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OFS APOSTOLATE NEWS  

Project Adoption Description  

It is an initiative of the Secular  

Franciscans in Australia. For over  

forty years we have supported poor 

families in Kerala State. Working with 

the Franciscan Family Apostolate in  

India we send quarterly donations to 

two Catholic dioceses there.  Project 

Adoption also supports St. Alphonsa 

Home for Disabled Girls in the Thrissur 

diocese..………………………………………………..   

                  .    

Project Adoption Background History  

.  

It was established in Australia in 1971, 

after a Canadian Secular wrote, in the 

Franciscan Herald, of the plight of  

impoverished families in India.   

OFS National Fraternity of  Oceania (Australia) 

Assisting poor families in India - Project Adoption  

Here in Australia the Seculars took up 

his challenge and Project Adoption was 

the result.  Now, in 2013, we sponsor 

240 families and the girls home. 

Project Adoption Coordination   

 

It is run by volunteer Secular Francis-

cans.  At present these volunteers  

belong to the Holy Spirit Fraternity in 

Waverley.  Administration costs are met 

by Secular Franciscans, and are kept to 

an absolute minimum, so that every 

cent donated for poor families goes to 

those families.  We hold an annual 

sponsorship drive through the fraterni-

ties, and through local parish churches, 

so we have many sponsors who are not 

Franciscans. 

 

Christmas time is a wonderful time to renew our efforts to help others. 

There are still many families on our books who need our help.  
Of course there are also  

the pupils at St. Alphonsa Home  

for “differently-abled” girls. 

 

       
                                

Any donation, however small, helps a poor family.  

Share  your  Christmas!! 

Donations to:    Project Adoption PO Box 290 Kogarah  NSW  1485 

A  

PROJECT ADOPTION  

FAMILY 
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“Share your 

Christmas!   

Any donation 

helps a poor 

family 

...we sponsor 

240 families 

and the girls 

home.”  



“On behalf of the 

national 

fraternity of the 

Philippines, I 

would like to 

appeal for help 

as we continue to 

fold our knees in 

prayer and to 

reach out our 

hands with 

compassion to 

those in need as 

the Scripture 

tells us.”  
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Dear sisters and brothers in the CIOFS Presidency:  

Pax! Let me give you a concise situation of our efforts to address the needs of our brethren 

after the recent calamities that struck the Philippines. I am very sorry for this delay. I had to 

help prepare for the needs of my brother's quadruple bypass surgery that was carried out 

successfully yesterday afternoon till evening (Thanks be to God!) aside from attending to 

some relief efforts. 

 After that major earthquake on October 15
th

 that affected greatly the province of Bohol 

(my home-province) and left many homeless and in severe psychological /emotional 

trauma, the resiliency of the Filipino people was once again put to the test. We faced last 

Friday, November 8
th

, the severe battering of super typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) that left 

thousands of families grieving for their lost loved ones, dwellings, and businesses, espe-

cially in Central Philippines where we have OFS fraternities. Since then communication 

lines and electricity have been down, and we await in agony for any news, but with a firm 

hope, that our sisters and brothers in those badly stricken areas in Samar, Leyte and Panay 

are safe. (Thankfully our sisters and brothers in the regional fraternity of Samar are all ac-

counted for; many are even actively helping out in the on-going relief operations within 

their province and in the neighbouring province of Leyte. I have also gathered from Tony 

Maghirang ofs later this morning that a sister residing in Tacloban City is now living in a 

tent because her house was destroyed completely by the strong winds.)  

 We already started our relief campaign as a national fraternity (OFS-YouFra) last Sunday 

after having viewed on TV (Saturday evening news) the extent of the damage produced. I 

have sent the 1
st

 few boxes of medicines through our OFM brothers for the scheduled 

medical mission that we will conduct on November 21-24 (or later, as advised, because 

going there at this time is a real risk) as planned by the health care arm of the Franciscan 

family in the Philippines of which we are active members. We will start sending food and 

other basic commodities tomorrow and in the coming days as soon as they come in, not 

only to Leyte, but to Samar, Panay, Bohol, and Northern Cebu as well.  

 Nothing prepared us for this great calamity, but with a strong faith in God and an equally 

burning spirit of oneness and cooperation, our nation shall live through this. There is much 

that we have to do and yet more to be done in the coming weeks and months in matters of 

providing assistance in every form and facilitating the rehabilitation process. Therefore, in 

behalf of the national fraternity of the Philippines, I would like to appeal for help as we 

continue to fold our knees in prayer and to reach out our hands with compassion to those 

in need as the Scripture tells us so.  

 For donations, please send to:        Secular Franciscan Order    

                                                                Bank Account # 005581000687 

                                                                Bank  of Philippine Islands (BPI) – Family Bank 

                                                                Bustillos Branch, Sampaloc, Metro Manila 

                                                                Philippines 

 Thank you very much for remembering us always in your prayers. I know that we can rest 

assured that God will hear our prayers through the intercessions of St. Francis and St. Clare 

and St. Elizabeth of Hungary whose feast day we will celebrate this coming Sunday.  

 Wishing you all peace and blessings.  

 

 Ma. Yvonne M. Lanuza, OFS 

            PLEA FOR OUR HELP FROM THE PHILIPPINES  
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The Candy Cane StoryThe Candy Cane StoryThe Candy Cane StoryThe Candy Cane Story    

A candy-maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would remind  

people of the true meaning of Christmas; so he made the candy cane to  

incorporate several symbols for the birth, ministry, and death of Jesus 

Christ. He began with a stick of pure white, hard candy. White to symbolise 

the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature of Jesus, and hard to symbolise the 

Solid Rock, the foundation of the Church, and the firmness of the promises 

of God. 

 

The candy-maker then shaped his cane into the form of a "J" to represent 

the precious name of Jesus, who came to the earth as Saviour. It could also 

represent the staff of the "Good Shepherd" with which He reaches down to 

reclaim the fallen lambs who, like sheep, have gone astray.  Thinking that 

the candy was somewhat plain, the candy-maker stained it with red stripes. 

He used three small stripes to show the stripes of the scourging Jesus  

received. The large red stripe was for the blood shed by Christ on the cross 

so that we could have the promise of eternal life. 

 
 

The Great Almighty God through His own poverty becomes One of us -  

out of LOVE. It was the example of the Incarnation - the Word became 

Flesh - which caused Our Holy Father St. Francis to embrace Lady  

Poverty and begin the Franciscan Way of Life. For Our Holy Father St. 

Francis the Feast of Christmas was a time of great joy. In the year 

1223, the small town of Greccio was to become the new Bethlehem 

and that celebration would have an impact on the life of the brothers 

forever. 

For Franciscan spirituality the Incarnation is important. It is the great 

gift   of the Most High Father of His Son, Jesus Christ, to become a  

human being. The Feast of Christmas affected Our Holy Father Francis 

like no other feast. Bethlehem spoke of love and poverty. If we cannot 

appreciate the real meaning of Christmas - the poverty and the love of 

May your Christmas be truly a Franciscan one -  

a new Bethlehem experience of Peace and Joy!  

FRANCISCANS AND CHRISTMAS 


