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NEWSLETTER

The National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order in Australia, Papua New Guinea, Singapore and Sabah

Pentecost
Edition
June 2013

The recent Feast of Pentecost is a celebration of the mysterious movement of
God in our lives through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit comes to us and to
our communities, as St Paul says, to help us in our weakness (Romans 8), and to en-
courage and inspire us in the midst of our failures and imperfections. The Spirit comes
to “renew the face of the earth”, to strengthen and revive us.

The Spirit-filled person lives intensely in the here and now. He or she is alive with the
energy of love, moved by the energy of joy. The Spirit empowers us to live our lives
with complete confidence in the providence of God.

PRAYER BEFORE THE ELECTIVE CHAPTER

Lovrd God, as our Elective Chapter approaches,
we seek to better understand the issues and concerns that confront our Order,
and how the Gospel compels us to respond faithfully in our communities.
We ask for eyes that are free from blindness so that we might see
each other as brothers and sisters, one and equal in dignity.
We ask for minds and hearts that are open to hearing the

voice of leaders who will bring us closer to your Kingdom.

We pray for discernment so that we may choose leaders
who hear your Word, live your love, and keep in the ways of your truth
as they follow in the steps of Jesus and his Apostles
and guide us to your Kingdom of justice and peace.

We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ
and through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

On the 23rd May, Br Michael Perry OFM, from the USA,
Concelebrated his first Holy Mass as Minister General of the Friars Minor.

At the end of his Homily Br Michael stressed the importance of Franciscans
becoming a prophetic fraternity, bearing witness to fraternity as a place of the sacra-
mental presence of God, learning together how to read the desires and
sufferings of our times and letting ourselves live by the Gospel, who is Jesus Christ
himself. This will enable us to become a living mystery of the Spirit of God given to us
by the Father through the Son.

So Br Michael Perry has reminded us that we owe obedience to the Holy Spirit as the
true leader of the Franciscans. The Holy Spirit is therefore the model for
Franciscan leadership and one of the first things we should learn about the Holy Spirit
is that he never points to himself. With divine humility, as the “Finger of the Living
God” (Luke 11:20) the Holy Spirit always points us towards Jesus and gives us the grace

and gifts to become transformed into Christ.
Excerpt from June 2013 Monthly Spiritual Message “Franciscan Leadership—the Way of Humility”
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Let us choose life,
and to be
life givers.
Learning to live
and let live,
should be
a natural skill set,
especially for
us as Franciscans.
Let us remember to
constantly seek
“inner conversion”
- conversion
of the heart.

MESSAGE FROM THE OCEANIA MINISTER’S DESK

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Recently | was fortunate to be able
to have a retreat. During this time |
contemplated the past three years
of my time as National Minister of
the Secular Franciscan Order. The
main work of this time has been the
renewal of our National Statutes. It
has of course not been the only thing
that has been going on, but it has
been perhaps the most significant
thing.

For many of our Seculars, it is
possible that the time has passed
without much awareness of how
extremely difficult this process has
been. Far from being as objective as
it should have been, the process has
caused a lot of pain and hurt. Yes,
very sadly, | must say as Franciscans,
we have done ourselves a great deal
of harm during this time and
strained the spirit of fraternity to
breaking point.

Jesus tells us that the greatest and
most important commandment is:
“Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.” And the
second commandment is like it:
“Love your neighbour as yourself.”
St. Francis tells us in the Rule of
1221 Chapter 22, that no one is to
be called an enemy, all are
our benefactors, and no one does
you harm, if you understand the
meaning of Perfect Joy. In fact you
have no enemy except yourselves.
(Admonition X) Yet, we talk about
each other behind our backs!
Instead of being of one accord, we
are at each other’s throats! We do
not listen to each opinion because
ours is always the only one and the
correct one.

Who is this who has shuck in and
stolen our peace? It is the enemy of
old! So why are we allowing him to
do this?! Why won't we take a stand
for the Lord, The One who took a

stand for us? Why won't we just take a
stand for each other and live in
harmony? We really have to get this
pride out of our hearts! Law follows
life, not the other way around. Let us
choose life. We must go back to our
grass roots and go from the Gospel to
life and from life to the Gospel!

So, if your life is going badly or you
are not getting your own way,
revenge is not your last hope for
renewal. In fact, it takes away much
more than it gives. As St Francis of
Paola said, “Revenge is a rusty nail
driven into the soul.” Trying to figure
out how to get back at someone uses
up precious time, time that could be
spent in many more positive and
constructive ways. Most people don't
realise how toxic these feelings are to
our bodies, our emotions and to our
souls. Living with anger inside us
takes away our capacity to
experience what life still has to offer.

In addition, while we're plotting
against someone, we are creating
thought patterns that can keep us
from feeling any sense of peace or
joy. If we let this go on long enough,
we can become permanently irritable
people whom no one wants to be
around. And we won't have a clue as
to why people are avoiding us.

Let us choose life, and to be life
givers. Learning to live and let live,
should be a natural skill set,
especially for us as Franciscans. Let
us remember to constantly seek
“inner conversion” - conversion of the
heart. Unfortunately, our emotions
can get pretty twisted when we get
rejected or things don't go our way.
But we must not give in to the
desire to get even, for we will never
truly win. In the end, we will regret
the pain we have caused and we may
well be a lot lonelier for all our
efforts.

Happiness is hard to find, but if we're
distracting ourselves with ways to get
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even with our brother or sister, we may
never find the peace of mind that
comes with letting go and letting God
heal us. Give yourself the gift of
forgiveness - you will only feel better
for it.

At this National Elective Chapter we
need to resolve our arguments or put
them aside. We need to be able to say:
despite all the difficulties;
despite all the stress;
despite all the negativity;
despite all the legal hassles;
despite all the differences of opinion;
despite all the hurt we have caused
each other;
because of the differing opinions; we
stand here, at this chapter, all of us
together, determined to do good.

We will not bow to those who would
dismiss us as stupid old people,

We have the wisdom of experience,
We claim the grace of charity.

We are efficient carers,

We choose life, life in its fullness, life
in Christ

Full of grace, and blessing for others
And thanksgiving to God.

Our negativity is only fit for the bonfire
of the Holy Spirit, who first convicts us
of our sin, (John 16:8) “And when he
comes, he will convict the world of its
sin,”

Then sets our hearts on fire.

That is what | want you to understand:
We can do better;

We can work together;

We can cooperate with grace;

We can collaborate in facing the many
challenges before us;

We must value transparency as part of
the spirit of Fraternity

As we strive to reanimate and inspire
the local fraternities of which we are a

part.

Allow yourself the gift of forgiveness -
feel better for this grace.

We have looked at the ugliness around us,
We have grasped it within us,
Now let us throw it away.

We must set the swans to flight so

that we have a vision of what can be
if we all really try to work together.

Fraternally,
Sandra Tilley ofs
National Minister

2013 FRANCISCAN PUBLICATION
The Soul In Ascent

i First published in 2000, Dr. Timothy J!
iJohnson’s The Soul in Ascent:!
i Bonaventure on Poverty, Prayer and:
‘Union with God has offered a thorough
itextual study of the importance of:
iprayer in Bonaventure’s theology and:
 life. This new edition includes Johnson’s :
imost recent work on Bonaventure’s:
iSunday Sermons sourced from his work, :
i The Sunday Sermons of St. Bonaventure
i- Bonaventure Texts in Translation :
i Series. This new edition is a must-read :
ibook for anyone interested in Francis- :
i can spirituality and theology. :

ISBN 1-57659-342-8

http://www franciscanpublications.com/?
page_id=7&category=3&product_id=260

22nd June: Feast of
St. Thomas More 1480-1535
Secular Franciscan

St. Thomas belongs to that class of
Tertiaries who have grasped the
true spirit of their Seraphic Father.
It is a spirit of deep-seated piety
and of contempt for the world, as
well as of unswerving fidelity to
Holy Church practiced in an
exceptional degree and sealed with
one’s blood.

He experienced special delight in
serving the priest at holy Mass, and
he received holy Communion daily.
He once said “...If | am distracted,
holy Communion helps me to
become recollected. If opportunities
are offered me each day to offend
my God, | arm myself anew each
day for the combat by the reception
of the Eucharist. If | am in special
need of light and prudence in order
to discharge my burdensome duties,
| draw nigh to my Saviour and seek
counsel and light from Him."

Pope Leo Xl beatified this great
i Tertiary, and Pope Pius XI canonized
,L. him on May 19, 1935.
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“We have looked
at the
ugliness
around us,

We have
grasped it
within us,

Now
let us
throw it away.”
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“...the
newly-elected
Pope thought

of
St Francis of
Assisi
who was,
he said ‘a
man of peace,
a man of
poverty,
a man who
loved and
protected

’y »

creation’.

FRANCIS OF ASSISI: A GOSPEL WAY OF LIFE

We have spent a lot of time over
the past month trying to get to
know Pope Francis, but how much
do we know about the man whose
name he has taken? Brian Purfield
explores Francis of Assisi’s unique
way of witnessing to the gospel and
embracing its challenges.

The figure of Francis of Assisi (1181-
1226) has always captured the
imaginations of people from all
walks of life: Christians and Muslims,
royalty and prime ministers, rich
and poor, intellectuals and workers,
philosophers and theologians, poets
and novelists, artists and filmmakers,
historians and sociologists,
peacemakers and environmentalists,
people of all religions or none.
Now, for the first time, we have a
pope that has chosen the name
‘Francis’.

Shortly after his election, Pope
Francis was asked why he had chosen
this name. He replied that during the
conclave he was seated next to his
friend, the Brazilian Cardinal Claudio
Hummes. When it became clear that
the cardinals had elected Jorge Mario
Bergoglio to be pope, Cardinal
Hummes embraced his friend and
said: ‘Don’t forget the poor!’ It was
at that moment that the newly-
elected Pope thought of St Francis of
Assisi who was, he said ‘a man of
peace, a man of poverty, a man who
loved and protected creation.’

These were priorities in Francis of
Assisi’s life. While he bore witness to
the whole gospel, he tended to
emphasise those aspects of it that
were least understood or practised in
his day, some of which continue to
be neglected today. If we look at his
life, we can see many reasons why
his name has been taken by a pope
who has said: ‘How | would love a
Church that is poor and for the poor.’

A Father, a Brother and a Bride

Francis knew very well the God in
whom he had total trust. For him,
God was not someone to be feared
but someone personally close, a
Father wanting to see his sons and
daughters do well, giving them every
grace necessary to do so while
leaving them free to respond or not
in love. Francis often said, ‘Cast your
care upon the Lord, and he will
sustain you.’[1]

He also had a deep love of Christ.
However, it was not the Christ of
many of the late medieval paintings -
the Pantocrator, the judge at the
last judgement - that he loved. It
was the Christ of Bethlehem who
became one of us because He loved
us; the Christ of the Last Supper who
gave Himself as food for spiritually
starving humanity; and the Christ of
Calvary, who died as a sacrifice so
that we would be raised up from our
own humanity. ‘Consider...in what
great excellence the Lord God has
placed you, for He created and
formed you to the image of His
beloved Son according to the body
and to His likeness according to the

Spirit.’[2]

Overwhelmed at discovering that he
had such a Father and such a
Brother, Francis’ response was: ‘Love
Him totally, who gave himself totally
for your love.’[3]His conversion, his
penance were things of great joy, for
he had found a bride greater than
any other, a bride who would never
abandon him. Francis wrote of his
conversion ‘That which seemed to
me bitter was changed into
sweetness of body and soul.’[4]

Preaching the gospel
For Francis, the Incarnation was not

just the historical event of God
becoming one of us. The Incarnation
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who accepts the gospel life accepts
the commission from God continually
to bring forth Christ into our world.
Francis put it this way: ‘We are...[His]
mothers when we carry Him in our
heart and body through love and a
pure and sincere conscience; and
give Him birth through a holy
activity, which must shine before
others by example.’[5]

Francis looked around him and saw
that almost all of Europe had been
Christianised, but Christians had
become apathetic. The Muslim world
was shut off; the Far East had not yet
been reached. Missionary outreach -
the challenge of Christ to the
apostles to preach the gospel to all
nations - was all but dead. Francis
founded a new order in the Church,
an order of apostles whom he sent
out two by two as Christ had done, to
stir up apathetic Europe, to
penetrate the Muslim religious
militarism, to reach the Far East, to
respond to the Lord’s call to go to
the ends of the earth (Mt 28:19).

Brothers and sisters

Francis lived in a time of rigid class
distinction, when even in the
monastic rules lay brothers were
second-class citizens, when there
were masters and serfs, nobles and
peasants, maiores and minores; when
suspicion and distrust were the order
of the day even among friends. He
wanted to show that real brother-
hood was possible. In a touching
phrase in his Testament, Francis
recalls his first followers and the
start of the Franciscan Order: ‘And
after that, the Lord gave me some
brothers...’[6] In naming his Order the
Lesser Brothers, he wanted to show
that brotherhood was his, as well
as Christ’s challenge to man’s
inhumanity to man.

Francis saw his Order not just as one
of brothers, but one of ‘minor’
brothers. Minority, or littleness,
contains something of the idea we
use today when speaking of ‘minority
groups’ - poor, powerless and voice-
less. Littleness for Francis was a
rejection of the drive for power,
prestige and status. It was a desire to
become like the anawim of the Bible
- God’s poor, helpless and defence-
less ones, the ones Christ said were
blessed, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven (Lk 6:20). It was a desire to
serve and not to be served, a desire
to be available, to help, to be
concerned, share with, suffer with,
rejoice with; a desire to overcome
the most evil tendency in any of us -
the desire to lord it over another.

Clare wanted to join and work with
Francis. In the culture of the time
that seemed impossible, yet together
they discerned a way forward. Clare
and her sisters, in their enclosed life,
lived as deep a commitment to the
gospel as Francis and his brothers.
The ‘form of life’ of the ‘Poor
Sisters’ was the same as that of the
Friars Minor: ‘To observe the Holy
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ’,[7]
preserving the union of mutual love
and observing particularly the
poverty and humility of Jesus and of
his Most Holy Mother. Many women,
then and now, feel second class citi-
zens in the Church. The friendship of
Francis and Clare offers hope of a
different way forward.

‘A man of peace, a man of poverty,
a man who loved and protected
creation’

Wealth, affluence, amassing personal
property and material goods - these
were seen by Francis as deterrents to

brotherhood and union with God.
...continued

“Littleness for
Francis was
a rejection of
the drive for
power, prestige
and status.
It was ... to
become like
God'’s poor,
helpless and
defenceless
ones,
the ones Christ
said were
blessed,
for theirs is the
kingdom of
heaven ... to
overcome the
most evil
tendency in any
of us - the
desire to lord it
over another.”
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“...Francis was
always at
prayer:
sometimes
contemplative,
sometimes
spontaneous,
sometimes
in common with
his brothers,
sometimes
the prayer of
work.”

FRANCIS OF ASSISI: A GOSPEL WAY OF LIFE (conTiNueD)

Those whose lives are dominated by
money and what money can buy are
more concerned with things than
with people. This is one of the worst
perversions of the natural order
because it leads so quickly to the
dehumanisation of the individual.
People are more important than
things. Francis’ poverty was meant to
witness exactly that.

Francis was seen as a peacemaker in
disputes between the maiores and
minores in Assisi, between the
Christians and the Muslims, between
the nobles and their serfs, because
he himself was a peaceful man. He
told his followers: ‘As you announce
peace with your mouth, make sure
that you have greater peace in your
hearts, thus no one will be provoked
to anger or scandal because of you.
Let everyone be drawn to peace and
kindness through your peace and
gentleness.’[8]

Inspired by Francis’ passion for
peace, the last two popes have
called inter-faith pilgrimages to
Assisi. Our day has also seen a
proliferation of war among peoples in
the name of faith. Francis’ insight
that ‘religious war’ was not of God
and his desire to act for peace led
him to go from the Crusaders’ camp
to visit the Sultan in Egypt. This is an
inspiration to those who continue to
seek for justice and peace.

In 1979, Pope John Paul Il proclaimed
Francis patron of those who promote
ecology. As a friend of the poor who
loved all of God's creatures, he
invited all of creation - animals,
plants, even Brother Sun and Sister
Moon - to give honour and praise to
the Lord. Francis gives us striking
witness that when we are at peace
with God we are better able to
devote ourselves to building up that
peace with all creation, which is
inseparable from peace among all
peoples. Francis’ deep insight into
the inter-connectedness of all of
creation and his desire to live simply

invites us to take another look at our
culture of excesses.

Prayer as a way of life

Prayer, especially contemplative
prayer, was so important in Francis’
life that at one point he was tempted
to abandon his mission of preaching
and retire to a contemplative life.
Through the discernment of Saint
Clare and Brother Sylvester, God told
Francis that his mission was other-
wise.[9] But wherever he was - in a
cave or the piazza, on Mount
Alvernia or in a cardinal’s palace,
alone, with the friars or at work -
Francis was always at prayer:
sometimes contemplative, some-
times spontaneous, sometimes in
common with his brothers, some-
times the prayer of work.

Francis and the Church

The Church will always be subject to
human weakness. The weaknesses in
the Church of Francis’ time were so
vast that the Church was hardly a
sigh of God’s presence. The Church
was feared because of its political
power; many of the clergy were
living scandalous lives; and
anti-clericalism, with good reason,
was rampant. God called Francis to
‘repair my Church, which you see is
falling into ruin.’[10] Francis did so
in the way of Christ and not in the
way of the world.

The call to repair the Church in our
day in the wake of various scandals
and abuses of power is as urgent as it
was in Francis’ day. We need a
shepherd who will deal with the pain
and disillusionment, the resultant
sense of betrayal that many feel; one
who will help the Church become
more transparent and accountable.

Addressing the crowds in St. Peter’s
Square shortly after his election, the
new Pope Francis made a request of
the crowd gathered below: ‘Pray for
me!’
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Francis of Assisi did not wish his
followers to be exactly like him. His
dying prayer, uttered as he lay on
the dirt floor of a hut near his
beloved Portiuncula chapel, was: ‘I
have done what is mine; may Christ
teach you what is yours!’[11] An
excellent piece of advice for all of us
and a most apt prayer for Pope
Francis.
IT 3USY SAYS “DON'T”
Brian Purfield is a member of the _ .
Mount Street Jesuit Centre team and =
teaches short courses in theology 28th July: Feast of i
) ) Blessed Mattia Nazarei 1253—-1320
Mount Street Jesuit Centre
[ Thomas of Ceano, Vita Prima29. | e’y "55i8 Wate e 20, %
[2] Admonition V,1 town of region Marche.
[3]1 Cf. A Letter to the Entire Order She asked leave to enter a Poor Clares'
29 convent, where her aunt was abbess
[4] Testament 1 but, unfortunately, the abbess was
[5] Second Letter to the Faithful 53. afraid of her father's reaction and
[6] Testament 14. tried to dissuade Mattia. The young
[7] The Rule of Saint Clare 1:2 girl decidec|1 to follow St. Clare's and
[8] The Anonymous of Perugia VIII:38 St. Agnes' courageous examples, |
[9] St. Bonaventure, Legenda Maior brqvely defying her famlly_: She CL_Jt her i
XI1:2 halr‘ and wore an old habit, praying to
: Christ to help her, she then presented re .
[10] Legend of the Three Compan- herself to the Community, declaring His dying
ions, V:13; Thomas of Celano, Vita that she wanted to lead the religious prayer, uttered
Secunda 10 life. as he lay on

[11] Thomas of Celano, Vita Secunda
214

For the writings of St. Francis and
Early Documents cf. Francis Assisi:
Early Documents Vols I-1l, edited by
Regis J. Armstrong, OFM Cap., J.A.
Wayne Hellmann, OFM Conv.,
William J. Short, OFM. New York:
New City Press, 2000.

This article was published originally
by Thinking Faith, the online
journal of the British Jesuits at
www.thinkingfaith.org and is
republished here with permission.
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Her father resigned himself to it and
Mattia officially consecrated herself to
Our Lord on August 10, 1271, the eve
of St. Clare's feast. She unceasingly
prayed, night and day, and always
asked for the most menial tasks, in
spite of her noble birth.

Blessed Mattia died on December 28,
1320, and was declared Blessed by
Clement XIll in 1765.
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the dirt floor
of a hut near
his beloved
Portiuncula
chapel, was:
‘I have done
what is mine;
may Christ
teach you
what is yours!”
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“Lord
show me
my heart,
so that
I may
know
yours.”

FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTERS

On the weekend of April 12-14 we had our

Regional Retreat conducted by
Father Paul Hanbridge OFM Cap. The
theme of the weekend was “Francis

rebuild my Church”. Father Paul’s talks
were very encouraging and spiritually
uplifting. Some of his points focussed on:

e To rest a while over this weekend as
we all live in a world that seems to
have “speeded up”. We have lost the
time to smell the flowers and lost the
sense of the sacred.

e The need to ask “Lord show me my
heart, so that | may know yours”.

e The mission of our Fraternity-“to be
holy brothers and sisters in love with
the Lord and to know that the Frater-
nity is the Lord’s project, not mine”

e We need ongoing conversion, to
humble ourselves and to go out to
proclaim Jesus by our lives.

We shared in the Eucharist over the week-
end and received the Lord’s forgiveness in
the Second Rite of Reconciliation. As
always these weekends are never long
enough! Thank you Fr Paul.

As we come closer to our National
Elective Chapter, we need to ask for the
Holy Spirit’s guidance in how we can serve
our Order on a National and/or Regional
level. We all have gifts to share and use.
What are your gifts and how can you use
and share them with your brothers and
sisters?
Pax et Bonum -
Andrea Burvill ofs  South Australia

SA Retreat 2013
Jan Ruff: second from the right, second row
(white top) turned 90 earlier this year!

EILEEN GOMM CELEBRATES
50 YEARS AS A SECULAR FRANCISCAN

Eileen was professed in the Perth
Fraternity in the Allendale Square Church
Centre, at 77 St George Tce by Fr Joachim
O'Brien.

Eileen became interested in the Third Order
when she saw Tertiaries march behind their
banner in the annual Eucharistic procession
held at Aquinas College on the Feast of
Christ the King.

Priscilla Gilbert, one of the
long-time tertiaries, told her where they
met and she felt directed to attend.

As a single lady she cared for her mother
for many years while working full-time for
Cooperative Bulk Handling, a well-known
grain institution in WA.

As a young lady she offered friendship as a
hostess to many foreign sailors some of
whom were Hindu and Muslim through the
Stella Maris Seafarers Centre, commenced
by Mons. O'Shea and located in Fremantle.
They would hold dances and screen movies.
In these days of rampant Eros Eileen would
exude Agape which is often what men,
especially ones who miss female companion-
ship due to war or careers, seek. All the
activities at Stella Maris where strictly
controlled and the hostesses attended
Legion of Mary meeting before the
festivities. They also organized picnics and
no alcohol was served at functions.

In the SFO, although Vice-Minister, she
served as Secretary of the Perth fraternity
for many years and became its unofficial
historian and archivist.

It was she who instituted the list of
anniversaries which she still maintains as she
does the contact details of all active and
non-active members. We all look forward to
the cards she sends on our anniversaries.

John Barich ofs Westerm Australia

Eileen Gomm: second from left
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PILGRIMAGE TO PENOLA
BY SOME OF THE
MITCHELL PARK FRATERNITY
AND PARISHIONERS FROM
ADELAIDE AND
SEACOMBE GARDENS

Recently | was fortunate enough to go
on a Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop
pilgrimage to Penola. We were
greeted by a nun and volunteers with
a generous afternoon tea and they
made us feel very welcome.

We visited the lovely centre where
there is a very informative display of
St Mary of the Cross’s life and work.
We got to know each other a little
better over the meal at the local ho-
tel.

The next morning we went to Mass in
the beautiful church and were
fortunate enough to have Fr Paul
Gardiner say Mass. Fr Paul has written
a book about St Mary and was very
involved with the work towards her
beatification and sainthood.

While there we celebrated two
Masses and enjoyed two very holy and
informative teaching homilies. We
received much Grace, and the
friendship with our fellow pilgrims
was deepened so we rather feel we
have an extended family.

We are so lucky in Adelaide to be able
to go on a pilgrimage that is only four
and a half hours away.

Pauline Hilliard ofs

PARAGI S A i GAD A AL EAASAGA S S AGLEAG A ididid

A little boy was waiting for his
mother to come out of the
Pharmacy. As he waited, he
was approached by a man who
asked, "Son, can You tell me
where the Post Office is?"
The little boy replied, "Sure!
Just go straight down this
street a couple of blocks and
turn to your right." The man
thanked the boy kindly and
said, "I'm the new vicar in
town. I'd like you to come to
church on Sunday. TI'll show
you how to get to Heaven."
The little boy replied with a
chuckle. "Awww, come on...
You don't even know the way
to the Post Office."
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BE AT PEACE

Do not look forward in fear
to the changes in life; rather,
look to them with full hope
that as they arise,

God, whose very own you are,
will lead you safely
through all things;
and when you cannot stand it,
God will carry you
in His arms.

Do not fear what may
happen tomorrow; the same
understanding Father
who cares for you today will take
care of you then and every day.

He will either shield you from
suffering or will give you unfailing
strength to bear it.

Be at peace, and put aside all
anxious thoughts and
imaginations.

-Saint Francis De Sales

“We are so lucky
in Adelaide to
be able to go on
a pilgrimage
that is only
four and a half
hours away.”
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“The Peace
Prayer is not
found among the
writings of
St Francis of
Assisi, although
it does strongly
reflect the style
of St Francis’
Admonition 27.”

Can We Reclaim
THE PEACE PRAYER

make me

an Instrument
of your Peace. s/

Where there is hatred,

let me sow love;

where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy;

O Divine Master,
Grant that | may
not so much
seek to be
consoled

as to console;

to be understood
-as to understand;
to be loved

as to love.

For it is in giving

{ that we receive;
'R itis in pardoning
that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying
that we are born

to eternal life.

The Peace Prayer

The Peace Prayer is not found among
the writings of St Francis of Assisi,
although it does strongly reflect the
style of St Francis’ Admonition 27.

Where there is charity and wisdom,
there is neither fear nor ignorance.

Where there is patience and
humility, there is neither anger nor
disturbance.

Where there is poverty with joy,
There is neither covetousness nor
avarice.

Where there is inner peace and
meditation; there is neither
anxiousness nor dissipation.

Where there is fear of the Lord to
guard the house; there the enemy
cannot gain entry.

Where there is mercy and
discernment; there is neither
excess nor hardness of heart.

Research tells us the Peace Prayer
was written during World War 1| in
Normandy, France, about 1912, but
no one knows who wrote it although
the style might indicate a Franciscan
background.

The first appearance of the Peace
Prayer occurred in France in 1912 in
a small spiritual magazine called La
Clochette (The Little Bell).

It was published in Paris by a Catholic
association known as La Ligue de la
Sainte-Messe (The Holy Mass
League), founded in 1901 by a French
priest, Father Esther Bouquerel (1855
-1923). The prayer bore the title of
'Belle priere a faire pendant la
messe' (A Beautiful Prayer to Say
during the Mass), and was
published anonymously.

The prayer was sent in French to
Pope Benedict XV (Fifteenth) in
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1915 by the French Marquis Stanislas
de La Rochethulon. This was soon
followed by its appearance in 1916,
in Italian, in L'Osservatore Romano.

Around 1920, the prayer was printed
by a French Franciscan priest on the
back of an image of St. Francis with
the title 'Priere pour la paix' (Prayer
for Peace) but without being
attributed to the saint.

Between the two world wars, the
prayer circulated in Europe and was
translated into English. It was attrib-
uted for the first time to saint Fran-
cis in 1927 by a French Protestant
Movement, Les Chevaliers du Prince
de la Paix (The Knights of the Prince
of Peace), founded by Etienne Bach
(1892-1986).

The first translation in English, that
we know of, appeared in 1936
in Living Courageously, a book by
Kirby Page (1890-1957), He was a
Disciple of Christ minister, pacifist,
social evangelist, writer and editor of
The World Tomorrow (New York
City). Kirby Page clearly attributed
the text to St. Francis of Assisi.

During World War Il and immediately
after, this prayer for peace began
circulating widely as the Peace
Prayer of St. Francis, especially
through its promotion by Francis
cardinal Spellman’s books, and over
the years it has gained a worldwide
popularity with people of all faiths.

The question is: With its plausible
Franciscan origin, can the Franciscan
family lay any claim to it as part of
their tradition?

Integrity would say that we cannot
continue to attribute it as written by
St Francis of Assisi, since it does not
appear in any of his writings, except
for its similarity to Admonition 27,

but it is a brilliant prayer and should
be simply called the “Peace Prayer.”

However, others have taken it up for
their use. The Conference of Psychia-
trists of the USA has chosen it as
their prayer to express their aims.

The prayer was famously or
notoriously, depending on your
politics, paraphrased by Prime
Minister Baroness Margaret Thatcher
(1925 - 2013) in her short speech as
she stood on the steps of No. 10
Downing Street for the first time in
1979:

“l know full well the responsibili-
ties that await me as | enter the
door of No. 10, and I'll strive
unceasingly to try to fulfil the
trust and confidence that the
British people have placed in
me and the things in which | be-
lieve. And | would just like to re-
member some words of St. Francis
of Assisi which | think are really
just particularly apt at the
moment. “Where there is discord,
may we bring harmony. Where
there is error, may we bring truth.
Where there is doubt, may we
bring faith. And where there is
despair, may we bring hope.

... and to all the British people -
howsoever they voted - may |
say this: Now that the Election
is over, may we get together
and strive to serve and
strengthen the country of which
we’re so proud to be a part.”

Some say it was her best speech
ever.

Bl. Mother Teresa of Calcutta used it
every day and asked if it could be
recited after she received the Nobel

Peace Prize at Oslo in 1979.
-Continued

“..tisa
brilliant prayer
and should be
simply called
the
“Peace Prayer.”
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“...Ido not
see why we
Franciscans
cannot use it
unabashedly,
both as a
prayer
for peace
and as a plan
of action -
a process of
genuine
fraternity.”

Continued:

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, winner of
the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize,
declared that it was “an integral
part” of his devotions.

In October 1995, President Bill
Clinton quoted it in his welcoming
speech to Pope John Paul Il on his
arrival in New York to address
the United Nations.

Nancy Pelosi, Italian American, used it
when she became Speaker of the U.S.
House of Representatives in 2007. She
was the first woman to hold the office
and the highest-ranking female
politician in American history. She

served from 2007 to 2011. In her
speech she said:
"Forty-three years ago, Paul

Pelosi and | were married. We
raised our five children in San
Francisco, where Paul was born and
raised. | want to thank Paul and our
children Nancy Corinne, Christine,
Jacqueline, Paul, and Alexandra and
our six magnificent grandchildren
for giving me their love, support
and the confidence to go from the
kitchen to the Congress.

"And | thank my constituents in San
Francisco and to the state of
California for the privilege of
representing them in Congress.
Saint Francis of Assisi s
our city’'s patron saint, and his song
of St. Francis is our city's
anthem: ‘Lord, make me a channel
of thy peace; where there is dark-
ness may we bring light, where
there is hatred, may we bring love,
and where there is despair, may we
bring hope.”

So, if everyone else is going to use it,
| do not see why we Franciscans can-
not use it unabashedly, both as a

prayer for peace and as a plan of ac-

tion - a process of genuine fraternity.

Fr. John Cooper OFM Cap

Following in his
ﬁflﬁ‘t Footsteps.....

)

2

=47

10th August: Feast of
St. Pius X

(1835-1914 ) Secular Franciscan

Port Maurice as his model in life and in
the pulpit.

When pastor in Salzano he joined the
Third Order of St. Francis and estab-
lished 2 fraternities of Seculars. Later,

years, always remaining a faithful son
of the poor Saint Francis.

Pope Leo XIll died in 1903 which
brought Cardinal Sarto to Rome for the
papal election. After he was elected
pope he announced his program: To
renew all things in Christ. He did much
for religious revival,
promoting early and daily Communion,
by enacting measures for
sanctification of the clergy,
encouraging the Third Order, and last,
but not least, by his own holy life.

Pope Pius X died on August 20, 1914,
aged 79. His will was genuinely Francis-
can: "I was born poor, | have lived
poor, and | wish to die poor.” He was
beatified in 1951 and canonized in

1954.
jJ:umw|||ww|||ww|||Hw||wm|||m|||wm||

Joseph Sarto, later Pope Pius X, was [l
born in the Venetian village of Riese |
and ordained in 1858. Fr. Sarto took |
the great Franciscan St. Leonard of ||

he was patriarch of Venice for nine |

especially by [

the
by 1
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PROJECT ADOPTION
Since the appeal in March things
have improved, thank God.

The Executive of the National
Fraternity made Project Adoption a
very generous grant of $2000. This
has allowed us some breathing
space. Other generous donations
followed, confirming to me that we
definitely want our National
Apostolate to continue.

However, we must keep up the good
work. There are still many families
who need support or sponsorship.
Without our support families such as
Nincy and her son, would be
destitute. For the cost of one
take-away coffee a week we could
sponsor another family:

$10 dollars a month is all it takes.

Nincy and her son

Project Adoption

Donations
Cath Spongberg ofs

PO Box 2 Donations
90, Kogarah NSW 1485

Phone: (02) 9553 4005

Email:

cathspongberg@gmail.com

(The Apostolate of the National
Fraternity of Oceania)

APPEAL FOR SYRIA

We propose to send donations to the
Custody of the Holy Land to the Order
of Friars Minor in Lebanon. They are
hosting in their houses in Syria
hundreds of refugees and / or dis-
placed people, most of them Catholics,
providing them with food, accommoda-
tion and financial support. These
brothers in fact had to escape in great
haste from the war zone, leaving
everything behind, house, clothes,
work, thus finding themselves in need
of everything.

In this case the reference for your
donation is:

A/c: CUSTODIE DE TERRE SAINTE

Address:
El-Mina-Tripoli-Mountazah Street

A/cNo:4654559428001
Currency: USD

Bank name: Byblos Bank S.A.L.

Swift Code: BYBALBBX
IBAN:LB72003900000004654559428001

Correspondent Bank:
BANK OF NEW YORK - NY LEBANON

When adding the reason for donations,
we suggest to specify that it is an aid
for the displaced people of Syria,
indicating the name of:

Fr. Halim Noujaim

as co-ordinator/receiver.

Please advise CIOFS Secretariat of
your kind donations.

Peace and all good,

Attilio Galimberti

Co-Ordinator Commission Presence in the World

“There are still
many families
who need
support or
sponsorship.
Without our
support
families such
as Nincy and
her son, would
be
destitute.”
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“...yesterday
evening, other
bombs fell on
the monastery
and it was
severely
damaged. ...the
monastery was
in ruins: more,
nothing remains
of the glass
Windows, all
roofs are
damaged...”

Secular Franciscan Order
Ordo Franciscanus Szcularis

SYRIA: DRAMATIC TESTIMONY OF THE KANAIEH MONASTERY
TO THE CUSTODIAN OF THE HOLY LAND

My dear brothers and sisters,
Some time ago, we were
encouraged because of your prayers
and vyour financial assistance to
support the Franciscan brothers of
the custody of the Holy land. Given
the dramatic situation of the Syria,
they do their best to carry and
support the families of refugees, re-
gardless of their race or religion, who
are fleeing places where war is rag-
ing. In doing so, they lose everything:
home, work, property and, often,
relatives and dear people. We come
back to you and ask you to communi-
cate the terrible message, dated April
20, 2013, as brother Halim Noujaim,
regional Minister of the Syria and the
Lebanon, sent to brother Giambat-
tista Pizzaballa, Holy Land custodian.
Following the message mentioned:

“Dear father custodian,

Around noon on April 19, Fr. Hanna
phoned me. For the first time, |
realized his voice sad and
tormented... In fact, he told me that
yesterday evening, other bombs fell
on the monastery and it was severely
damaged. It made me part of the to-
tality of the monastery was in ruins:
more, nothing remains of the glass
Windows, all roofs are damaged, wa-
ter has elected domicile in any place,
all live in terror. He asked me to re-
port events in the mass media at the
international level, and to express
how much the Government disclaims
any responsibility by asserting that
the rebels are in the country and
bombing blindly from all sides
without distinction no... and

attempt to murder everyone.

Things at Kanaieh go extremely
wrong. Until when will last this or-
deal? My god!!

Brother Halim Noujaim”

We ask you to continue to support

the work of our brothers to be close

by your affection, your prayers and

your financial assistance.
[See p. 13 Appeal]

That God keeps you and bless you,

For the Commission 'Presence in the
world .

Attilio Galimberti

LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS

Rome, 13 April 2013

To our Beloved Father and “Lord
Pope” Francis,

The hearts of the brothers and
sisters of the Secular Franciscan
Order, present in 111 countries of the
world, and of the Franciscan Youth,
present in 68 countries, overflowed
with joy at your election to the Chair
of Saint Peter, and we thank the good
Lord for this gift of His mercy.

We feel extremely close to you spiri-
tually, not only on account of your
decision to take the name of our
blessed Founder, and of the founda-
tions and style of your program and
ministry, but also because of your
charity and fatherly gentleness,
which have touched our hearts,
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moving us all to commit ourselves even  Confidently awaiting the joy of
more deeply to “rebuild” a Church that being able to meet you, beloved Fa-
is ever more holy, ever closer to the ther, and assuring you of our prayers
poor and to the least ones of our for your Petrine ministry and for your
world. life, we beg the favour of your

blessing.
Already we recognise our own
identity in your teachings, so rich in
the “Franciscan” charism, by which » o
you enhance the wealth and depth of Encarnacion d‘el Pozo, OFS Minister
the profound and fruitful magisterium General, Spain . o
of our beloved Pope Benedict XVI. Doug Clorey, OFS Vice-Minister

General, Canada
As secular Franciscans, thanks to you, Lucy Almiranez, OFS Councillor for Asia
we feel even more profoundly -Africa-Oceania (English),
challenged and stimulated to renew Philippines
our commitment to serve the Church, Tibor Kauser, OFS Councillor for
our Christian brothers and sisters and Europe-North America (English), Hun-
all people, in the most authentic style 83Ty
of Saint Francis. Maria Aparecida Crepaldi, OFS

Councillor for South America-Africa-
Beloved Father, to place the words Europe (Portuguese), Brazil
“Lord Pope” and “Francis” together is Ewald Kreuzer, OFS Councillor for
a cause of deep emotion for us and we  Europe Central and East (German),

. . . . “As secular
desire nothing less and nothing better Austria .
Franciscans,

than to be at your service as humble
servants of your pastoral activity for
the benefit of the whole Church and of
the world.

Holy Father, we love you from the
depths of our hearts and we hope to be
able to meet you personally in the very
near future, to express to you the
depth of our communion with you, and
to deepen “the special bond with the
Roman pontiff, from whom the Secular
Franciscan Order has received the
approval of its Rule and the confirma-
tion of its mission in the Church and in
the world.” (CC.GG. 99.2).

Constantly “inspired by Saint Francis
and like him called to rebuild the
Church, we wish to express to you all
the living force of our desire “to live in
full communion with the Pope, Bishops
and Priests, fostering an open and
trusting dialogue of apostolic
effectiveness”, as our Rule says (art.
6), which we have all wholeheartedly
promised.

Michéle Altmeyer, OFS Councillor for

Africa-Europe (French), FranceMaria

Consuelo de Nunez, OFS
Councillor for Latin America-Spain
(Spanish), Venezuela

Benedetto Lino, OFS Councillor for
Europe-Middle East (Italian), ItalyAna

Fruk, OFS and YouFra
Councillor and International Co-
ordinator, Franciscan Youth Croatia

Br. Amanuel Mesgun Temelso, OFMCap.
President, Conference of Spiritual As-
sistants OFS and YouFra, Eri-
trea

Br. Jose Antonio Cruz Duarte, OFM
General Assistant OFS and YouFra,
Brazil

Br. Martin Pablo Bitzer,
OFMConv.General Assistant OFS and
YouFra, Argentina

Br. Amando Trujillo Cano, TOR
General Assistant OFS and YouFra,
Mexico

Isabella Di Paola,
Secretary Italy - Rome
Lucio Monti, OFS General Treasurer
Italy - Latina

OFS General

thanks to you,
we feel even
more
profoundly
challenged and
stimulated to
renew our
commitment to
serve the
Church, our
Christian
brothers and
sisters and all
people, in the
most authentic
style of Saint
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“...one of the
founding
members of the
OFS in Korea,
John Jang Myon
was elected
Prime Minister
of South Korea
in 1951 and
Vice President
in 1956 .”

OFS AND YOUFRA OF ASIA AND OCEANIA JOURNEYING IN FAITH
4™ ASIA-OCEANIA CONGRESS—MAY 3-8, 2013

SEJONG SELF-GOVERNING CITY KOREA

From 3 to 8" May 2013 | had the
privilege of representing Oceania at the
4™ Asia-Oceania Congress which was
indeed a rewarding experience.  From
CIOFS there were in attendance: Doug
Clorey, Vice-Minister General, Lucy
Almiranez, Councillor, Ana Fruk,
Councillor for YouFra, Fr Amando
Trujillo, TOR, General Spiritual Assistant,
Fr Jose Antonio Duarte, OFM, General
Spiritual Assistant and Fr Martin Bitzer,
OFM Conv, General Spiritual Assistant. In
addition to the CIOFS representatives
there were participants from the follow-
ing countries: Australia, China, Hong
Kong, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Pakistan, The Philippines, Singa-
pore, Vietnam, Taiwan, Thailand and, of
course, the host nation South Korea. In
all there were 56 participants which
included 6 interpreters.

As well as sharing wonderful ‘fraternity’ -
each National Fraternity and Emerging
National Fraternity had to deliver a
power-point presentation against certain
criteria specified by the organising com-
mittee. Then there were lectures given b
the CIOFS members on the
following topics: The OFS International
Fraternity - Doug Clorey; The OFS:
Challenged from Within and from With-
out - Lucy Almiranez; Spiritual and
Pastoral Assistance to OFS and the You-
Fra and Collegiality among the Spiritual
Assistants - Fr Martin Bitzer, OFMConv;
Faith - Fr Jose Antonio Duarte,OFM; New
Evangelization Fr Amando Trujillo TOR;
OFS and YouFra -  Fostering
Fraternal Bonds - Ana Fruk. After each
lecture we broke into groups for discus-
sion with given questions to address and
report back. Some examples of the ques-
tions for discussion were: What are the
main problems vyou find in your
fraternity regarding the spiritual and
pastoral care to the OFS and YoufFra?

What are your expectations of a spiritual
assistant? How can you and your fraternity
foster and enrich the work of the new
evangelization based on the richness of the
OFS and YouFra identity and mission?

Each day we came together in the beautiful
chapel for the Celebration of the Eucharist and
the praying of Morning and Evening Prayer.
One afternoon we went on a Cultural Outing to
visit the site where many Korean Martyrs were
murdered for the faith. In addition we visited
the site where excavations in 1971 revealed
the Tomb of King Muryeong who reigned AD501
-523. The Cultural outing concluded with a
traditional Korean meal (eaten on the floor!) in
a traditional restaurant.

Some memories which will remain with me of
my attendance at the Congress are:

¢ The graciousness and hospitality of the Korean
National Fraternity;

* The strong faith of the Korean people - those
martyred for their faith in Korea;

« That one of the founding members of the OFS
in Korea, John Jang Myon, was elected
Prime Minister of South Korea 1951 and Vice
President in 1956;

* The sighting of young Religious and
Seminarians;

e The strength of the OFS in some countries - in
South Korea there are over 12,000
professed and in India over 15,000
professed;

* The attendance of a good number of YouFra
members adding the enthusiasm of youth to
our gathering;

¢ The growth of the OFS and YouFra in China
(where the Church is underground);

¢ The fact that all local fraternities in Korea have
a Spiritual Assistant.

e The fact that last year for the
celebration of the OFS’s 75 anniversary in
Korea, there was a celebration in
Seoul for 6,000 members;

e That in the centre of Seoul the OFS have their
own National Centre.

Helen Britton ofs
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4™ OFS and YouFra ASIA-OCEANIA CONGRESS
May 3-8, 2013
Sejong, South Korea

CONCLUSIONS

It was an act of Providence that during this Year of Faith, we, Secular Franciscans,
members of the Franciscan Youth and Spiritual Assistants of Asia and Oceania gathered together
on May 3-8, 2013 in Sejong, South Korea for its 4™ Congress, with the theme: “The OFS and
YouFra of Asia and Oceania: Journeying in Faith.”

No other place would have been most appropriate to reflect on the theme of faith than on
this sacred land, Korea, “The Land of the Morning Calm” which, in its history, was drenched by
the precious blood of the martyrs. The memorable visit to Gongju where thousands bore witness
to their faith reminded us of the words of St. Francis in his Admonitions: “... The sheep of the
Lord followed Him in tribulation and persecution and shame, in hunger and thirst, in infirmity
and temprations and in all other ways; and for these things they have received everlasting life
from the Lord. Wherefore it is a great shame for us,that, whereas the Saints have practiced
works, we should expect to receive honor and glory for reading and preaching the same.”

The brothers and sisters of the host National Fraternity of Korea overwhelmed us with
their overflowing generosity and fraternal atfection. The spirit of unity and collaboration evident
in them was admirable; just as the account of the exemplary lives of the early Secular
Franciscans was a great inspiration for a!l of us.

The exchange of information about the realities of the OFS and YouFra in our respective
countries; the experience of fraternity and communion among ourselves and with the CIOFS
Presidency; living and learning together during these days of the Congress -- deepened our sense
of belonging to the Order and the Franciscan Family and made concrete for us the meaning of
International Fraternity.

The topic on Spiritual Assistance to OFS and YouFra and Collegiality brought about a
better understanding of the role of Spiritual Assistants. Some fraternities feel greatly supported
and assisted by suitable and well-prepared Spiritual Assistants. However, lack of Spiritual
Assistants in various levels of the Order and unavailability of those assigned due to other
commitments remain common problems. Also perceived was a great need for Spiritual
Assistants to take time to study and understand the documents both of the OFS and the YouFra
to be able to carry out their role as Assistants.

The presence of members of the Franciscan Youth in the Congress is a joy and an
affirmation as we are reminded that “the OFS, by virtue of its very vocation, ought to be ready to
share its experience of evangelical life with the youth.” That several documents of the Franciscan
Youth are available and accessible in the CIOFS website is an encouragement for us to learn
more and better understand the nature, identity and mission of the YouFra especially in the area

1 ...continued
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“...the OFS,
by virtue of its
very yocation,

ought to be
ready to share
its experience
of evangelical

life with the
youth. ”
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CONCLUSIONS continued:

of fostering fraternal bonds between the OFS and the YouFra. The interest and support of the
OFS and Spiritual Assistants in the Youlra arc deeply appreciated.

As we reflect on the theme of the Congress, we affirm that faith is truly a strong motivation that
rransforms and enlightens our lives and the onc that gives sense to our existence. We accept the
challenge of living our faith as an experience of fraternal love so that we may make Christ
present in the world by the love we have for each other.

The “new evangelization” reminds us of the theme of the OFS General Chapter 2011:
“Evangelized to Evangelize” which invites us 1o return to our Franciscan roots, to once again
hear the call to conversion and heed the call to lead a life according to the Gospel. We are aware
that evangelization requires us to be deeply rooted in our experience of God and we pray that the
Lord may give us the grace to renew our commitment to live the fundamental values of our
Franciscan charism and ward oft today’s idols so that we may respond to the Church’s call with
passion znd evangelical zeal. We choose as a starting point the evangelization of our familics and
hope to do it with “new ardour, new methods and new expressions.”

We unanimously agree to hold a Congress of this nature in the future, and proposc the foliowing
countries for possible consideration: Hong Kong, Singapore, Sabah, Vietnam and Thailand.

With profound gratitude to the Almighty God for bringing us together in this journey of faith, we
hope to keep alive the fraternal spirit that animated the Congress by communicating among
cursclves even after we shall have gone azpart. Words are not enough to express our most
heartf=lt thanks tg the OFS and YouFra National Ceunci! of Korea, the Spiritual Assistants and
the Provincials of the First Order for their outstanding efforts to make this Congress an
exceptional experience of fraternity as it is a deeply spiritual one. We also convey our gratitude
to the CIOT'S Presidency for its full support of this initiative, for accompaniment of prayer and
guidance, most especially its presence among us. We have felt loved and cared for.

To God be the glory.

ﬂ-llll\\\\\IIIII\H\\\IIIII\\\\\IIIIII\\\\\IIIII\\\\\IIIII\\\\\\IIIII\\\\HIIIII\\\\
| THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER

Saint Francis initially founded three groups of people to make up the Fran-
ciscan Family. The Church formed them into Orders giving each group a par-
ticular Rule of Life. There is one Order for the Friars and a second Order for
the Sisters (The Poor Clares) but he also founded as a third group the Secu-
lar Franciscan Order so that lay people could share his vision and spirituality
in a very real way in their everyday life. So effective was this Third Order
that in time a great number of other Franciscan Religious groups grew up
out of it and its Rule became the basis of their lives lived in Community to-
gether. In fact there are more Franciscan Saints from the Third Order Reli-
gious and Secular Franciscans than there are from the Friars and the Poor
Clares combined. Perhaps St Francis3s calling you to be a Franciscan follow-
ing his Secular Franciscan way of life. If you feel that St Francis is calling
you to follow Christ and his Blessed Mother in the Way of St Francis then
you can contact the following person who will be able to help you in this
discernment process:

(Example only)

-

Each Fraternity could give members copies of this for active promotion of our Order



