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"Habemus Papam!” ("We Have a Pope!")
Argentina's Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, elected Pope Francis I,
appears at the window of St Peter's Basilica's balcony after
being elected the 266th pope of the Roman Catholic Church

March 13, 2013

White smoke was billowing from the chimney above the Sistine Chapel indicating
that a new pope has been chosen. Pope Francis, the first non-European Pope in
nearly 1300 years of Church history, called for "fraternity” among the world's 1.2
billion Catholics...

The new pontiff looked overwhelmed, and took a moment to compose himself
before greeting the crowd, which fell silent and held a collective breath as they
waited for his first words.

"Dear brothers and sisters, good evening!"..."It seems that my brother cardinals
have gone to the ends of the earth (to find a Pope),” Francis said, referring to his
native Argentina, which erupted in celebrations at his appointment. "Now, we take
up this journey...A journey of fraternity, of love, of trust among us," he said.

He prayed for Benedict, recited the Lord’s Prayer and exhorted his listeners to
foster love, trust and unity.

The name Francis blends two much-loved saints:

Francis of Assisi is identified with peace, poverty and
a simple lifestyle. A young Italian man from Assisi,
Francis renounced wealth and founded the Franciscan
order of friars in 1290. The choice could foreshadow
the pope's priorities in striving to bring a sense of
serenity to the troubled church. Choosing the name of
one of Italy's patron saints also ties the new pope to
Italy.

Francis Xavier is a noted evangelist and prominent
Jesuit missionary who took Catholicism to Asia in the
16th century, especially to India, but was also a
pioneering Christian missionary in Japan and Borneo.
He was one of seven priests who founded the Society
of Jesus in 1534, with vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience.
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ELECTED APRIL 12TH 2005

On 11 February 2013, Pope Benedict announced his resignation
in 3 Latin speech before the cardinals, citing a
"lack of strength of mind and body” due to his advanced age.
His resighation became effective on 28 February 2013.

As pope emeritus, Benedict retains the style of His Holiness, and the title of Pope,
and will continue to dress in the papal colour of white.
He is expected to retire to the newly renovated Mater Ecclesiae monastery.

He was succeeded by Pope Francis 1 on 13 March 2013.
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Pope Benedict’s hopes for each one of us
during the Year of Faith which Began in October 2012:

Pope Benedict asked us to:

¢ Rediscover the journey of faith so as to shed ever clearer light on the joy and
renewed enthusiasm of the encounter with Christ.

¢ Rediscover a taste for feeding ourselves on the word of God, faithfully handed down
by the Church, and on the bread of life, offered as sustenance for his disciples
(cf. Jn 6:51).

e Take the opportunity to read the documents of Vatican II correctly, help them
become widely known and take them to heart as important and normative texts of
the Magisterium.

e Approach the Year of Faith as a time of purification for the Church and for
individuals, a summons to an authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord.

o Intensify our reflection of faith, so we acquire a more conscious and vigorous
adherence to the Gospel, especially at a time of profound change such as humanity
is currently experiencing.

¢ Profess our faith in the Risen Lord in our cathedrals and in the churches of the
whole world; in our homes and among our families, so that everyone may feel a
strong need to know better and to transmit to future generations the faith of all
times.

o Intensify the celebration of the faith in the liturgy, especially in the Eucharist...
¢ Rediscover the content of the faith that is professed, celebrated, lived and prayed,

and to reflect on the act of faith, is a task that every believer must make his own,
especially in the course of this Year.

©

©r
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“The ashes of
Lent call us to
battle sin in our
lives with
renewed trust in
the power of
Christ’s grace
and to be
vigilant as God’s
children with the
tools of prayer,
fasting and
alms.”

MONTHLY SPIRITUAL MESSAGE FROM
CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL ASSISTANTS, OFS—OCEANIA

Year 13, No 2 February 2013-142

THE ASHES OF LENT (excerpts)

The Church’s Lliturgical cycle
continues to draw us through the whole
act of our redemption. ... The ashes of
Lent call us to battle sin in our lives
with renewed trust in the power of
Christ’s grace and to be vigilant as
God’s children with the tools of prayer,
fasting and alms.

The Way of the Cross, was developed
and promoted by the Franciscans, until
adopted by the universal Church. It
would be good to make the Stations
and to reflect upon the sufferings of
Christ for our salvation.. Through the
Way of the Cross...you may ask for...
grace, remembering the words of St
Francis from his Praises of God in the
Pater Noster:

“As we forgive those who trespass
against us; and what we do not fully for-
give, do You, O Lord, make us
forgive fully, so that for Your sake we
may truly love our enemies and
devotedly intercede with You for them,
giving nobody evil in return for evil and
trying to be helpful toward everybody in
your name.”

The Franciscans have been known as
the Order of Penance. Encouraged by
Saints Francis and Clare, we sacrifice
for ourselves of what is good to grow in
closer communion with God and to

show our sorrow for the sins of our-
selves and the world. Maybe we should
ask ourselves what penitential acts we
do in our lives, remembering that our
selected practices are not for show.
Penance is to draw us closer to Our
Lord Jesus Christ in union with His
sufferings and to help us to be more
loving towards our neighbour.

...As Franciscans, we are called to live
a moderate way of life in keeping with
our state of life. We know that in Aus-
tralia we live in a very materialistic
society. We all know so much food is
wasted around the world when millions
are starving. Maybe we should try to be
more vigilant about the wastage of
food, at least in our homes.

As we go through Lent, we know that
Easter is around the corner. Our
crucified Lord is raised from the dead.
He is victorious over evil and death.
Jesus Christ is our God and all. He loves
us and calls us to Himself. ...May St
Francis be a model for us to continue
to love Christ and His Church...

May Our Lady of Sorrows and our
Mother comfort her poor children in
this valley of tears, and by Her inter-
cession help the Church to be renewed
by the purifying power of the Holy
Spirit.

Br Louis Schmid OFM Conv

National Spiritual Assistant,
OFS - Oceania

‘E“l:\..............HHH\HHH..............\HHHHHH.............H\HHHHH-"
2nd March: Feast of ST. AGNES OF PRAGUE (BOHEMIA)
(1205-1282) Poor Clare. Virgin

Agnes was born in Prague in 1205, daughter to Premysl Ottokar | of Bohemia, her ||
mother being Constantia, sister of King Andrew Il of Hungary. Some of her early [
education was entrusted to St. Hedwig of Silesia, a grand-aunt on her mother's side. ||
o Agnes was a also a first cousin to St. Elizabeth of Hungary. Rejecting two offers of I
marriage, Agnes entered the Poor Clare Convent of Prague on 11th June 1234 and [f
was made abbess on 31st August of the same year. Close friend and ally of St. Clare,
she dedicated herself to a literal following of the poor Christ. Clare spoke of Agnes
as her “dearest mother and most beloved daughter of all” (Letter 1V). Agnes died in
1282 and was canonised by John Paul Il in 1989.

First Reading: 1 Cor. 7: 25-35; Gospel: Mt. 25: 1-13

@@ T—Trrrrrrrrrrr It P PP PP P PP P L E T
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MESSAGE FROM THE OCEANIA MINISTER’S DESK

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We have come to the end of the
Christmas Season and already the Lenten
season has arrived. This is a very special

time for us, brothers and sisters. It is a
time that we can really and truly
concentrate on our inner

conversion which as we are all aware
ought to be carried out daily throughout
our lives (e.g. Rule 4 & Rule 7). | pray
you all have a prayerful and cleansing
Lent and celebrate the resurrection as
peaceful, loving and joyful Franciscans.

In addition to Lent we have in July our
National Elective Chapter. This will be
held on 5-7 July, 2013 in Baulkham Hills.
Below | have added for your information,
a condensed version of The Guidelines for
the Celebration of OFS Fraternity Chap-
ters. It is condensed, as it deals mainly
with a National Chapter. You may read
the entire form at this
link:

http://www.ciofs.org/per/2008/08en/bca8en3B.htm

Further, in this edition of the Oceania
Newsletter you will also find a wonderful

article written by Fr. Felice
Cangelosi OFM Cap., the Vicar General of
the Capuchin obedience, entitled Frater-
nal Service. | entreat you read and enjoy
this article. It can also be used as a tool
for on-going formation in your fraterni-
ties. I’ve also enclosed a prayer for the
Elective Chapter and ask you to pray it
daily.

Once Francis was asked by Br. Masseo
“Why you?” | have often asked “Why me”
about myself and my election as your
National Minister. The answer is simple, |
was open to the Lord’s will in my life to
serve the OFS in any way | might be
asked. It hasn’t all been an easy road to
travel but | am humbled daily that | was
your choice and that you put your trust in
me to lead you for the last three (3) years
and | thank God, Francis and Clare daily
that they have walked with me all the
way.

May God bless you and keep you always.

Sonis Titley 6

National Minister-Oceania

PRAYER BEFORE THE ELECTIVE CHAPTER
Lord God, as our Elective Chapter approaches,

we seek to better understand the issues and concerns that confront our Order,

and how the Gospel compels us to respond faithfully in our communities.

We ask for eyes that are free from blindness so that we might see

each other as brothers and sisters, one and equal in dignity.

We ask for minds and hearts that are open to hearing the

voice of leaders who will bring us closer to your Kingdom.

We pray for discernment so that we may choose leaders

who hear your Word, live your love, and keep in the ways of your truth

as they follow in the steps of Jesus and his Apostles

and guide us to your Kingdom of justice and peace.

We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ

and through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“We pray for
discernment so
that we may
choose leaders
who hear your
Word, live your
love, and keep
in the ways of
your truth
as they follow in
the steps of
Jesus and his
Apostles
and guide us to
your Kingdom of
justice and
peace.”’
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“Here we will
deal with the
national
Elective Chapter
starting with a
fervent

recommendation:

that the
participants
adequately
prepare
themselves by
praying and
reading (or re-
reading) the
dispositions that
regulated them:
General
Constitutions,
Ritual and
Statutes.”

Dear Fellow Franciscans,

For the last forty (40) years, the National Apostolate has been supporting some of
the world's poorest families in two (2) diocese in southern India. We currently sup-
port 243 families, sending money to assist them with basic necessities, things we
take for granted like housing, medicine, clothing and education.

However in recent years, financial crises and the aging population of our supporters
has seen a decline in our sponsorship. We are in trouble, and will be struggling to
send adequate funding for these families in the future.

We need your help.

Ninety-six (96) of our families are at present without sponsorship. Project Adoption
has been supporting these families through our General Fund, but we now have little
in reserve and are faced with the prospect of having to stop the aid to these 96
families immediately.

Perhaps you can help?

I will hold a sponsorship drive between now and the end of the tax season. | have
always done this, in my local parishes and the Franciscan ones, always with good
results.

Be assured that administration costs are kept to an absolute minimum: really only
postage costs and bank charges, and these only come out of those monies designated
for the administration fund.

| am praying for your kind consideration of this need. Otherwise in a years time

our National Apostolate may no longer exist.

Yours sincerely in Francis and Clare

Cath Spongberg ofs

Administrator

Email:cathspongberg@gmail.com
Ph: 02 9553 400s

Project Adoption
International: +61 2 9553 4005
Donations
. Cath Spongberg ofs
June 2013 Edition PO Box 2 Donations 90,
OCEANIA NEWSLETTER Kogarah NSW 1485

DEADLINE - 15" May Phone: (02) 9553 4005

Editor: Mirla T Mills ofs

cathspongberg@gmail.com

(The Apostolate of the

rambrilo@tadaust,org.au
@ 0rg National Fraternity of Oceania)
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OFS REGIONAL NEWS

South Australia

Another busy year has begun, not just for
us in South Australia, but for everyone in
our Order.

At the end of last year two of our
Fraternities, Mitchell Park and Lockleys,
had changes regarding their Spiritual
Assistants. Sr Veronica O’Connell FMM
has retired due to ill health after estab-
lishing the Mitchell Park Fraternity in
1994 and supporting the Fraternity since
then.  Tony Bartemucci ofs has been
appointed by Fr Carl Schafer as Spiritual
Assistant to this Fraternity. Tony has
started the Spiritual Assistants’ course
with another ofs member, under the
great guidance of Fr Patrick Colbourne.
We wish Tony all the best in this new
position. At the Lockleys Fraternity,
Sr Giovanna Gauci FCJ has been trans-
ferred to Rome (see attached letter from
Sister). As yet a replacement has not
been decided.

On February 2, Tony Bartemucci, our
Regional Formator, gave us a very
interesting session on Formation. He
based his talks on the eight points
discussed at the Sydney Formation
gathering. Several members from our
three Fraternities attended, so an
interesting and informative afternoon
was had by all. Thank you, Tony. Good
initial and ongoing formation is so impor-
tant for each one of us!

We will have our annual Retreat on the
weekend of 12-14 April, which will be
conducted by Fr Paul Hanbridge OFM
Cap. We are looking forward to having
him with us in Adelaide and helping us on
our Franciscan journey.

In January this year one of our Italian
speaking members of Newton Fraternity,
Carmela Patroccia ofs, went to her
eternal rest. She had been unwell for
some time and was in a Nursing Home,
where she was regularly visited by one of
our members. This Home has a weekly

Italian Mass, so she had the comfort of
frequently receiving Jesus. Carmela and
her husband were never blessed with
children, so she was farewelled by her
many nieces and nephews and of course
by her Secular Franciscan family. May
she rest in peace.

Congratulations to Mirla Mills ofs who is
now Editor our quarterly Oceania News-
letter. Thank you Mirla for taking on this
challenge!

Pax et Bonum

Andrea Burvill of s
Regional Minister SA

= =
wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww
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5th March: Feast of

ST. JOHN JOSEPH OF THE CROSS

(1654-1734) Friar Minor

Carlo Gaetano Calosirto came
from Ischia, an island in the Gulf
of Naples, and became a
Franciscan in 1670 among the
Spanish Alcantarines with the
name John Joseph of the Cross.
After his ordination in 1677, he
spent the early years in a small
hermitage, then he served as
Provincial for three years from
1703. In his work he suffered
much and became the victim of
numerous calumnies. Throughout
his life, he devoted himself to
contemplative prayer, about
which he wrote intensely. He
was always a friend of the poor
and the estranged and was a
counsellor of illustrious contem-
poraries like St Alphonsus Maria
Ligouri. As an old man, he was
severely troubled with leg ulcers
so he could hardly take a step
without using a stick. He was
canonised with his friend St
Alphonsus by Gregory XVI in
1839.

First Reading: Eccles. 2: 7-13;
Gospel: Mt. 22: 35-40

“Sr Veronica
O’Connell FMM
has retired”

“Sr Giovanna
Gauci FCJ
has been

transferred to
Rome”
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“Giles was the
third of the
first twelve

companions of
St. Francis,

joining him in
1209.”

OFS REGIONAL NEWS

NSW/ACT Holy Spirit Fraternity

Western Australia

Vale
Genevieve Beard OFS

Blessed Dearest People of God
Daughters and sons of our Father.

Sisters and brothers of our Christ Guided
by love of the Holy Spirit. One with St
Francis and St Clare 'Deus meus et
Omnia'. Pace e bene + Little Sister Death
was welcomed by the youngest of the
five McCarthy girls, Genevieve Estelle
Beard at 9.30 pm last night St
Valentine's Day 14 February 2013.

¢ Genevieve bravely and graciously
suffered chemo treatment for lung
cancer without success, nursed with
great love and patience by her ever
loving husband Garry.

¢ Genevieve's sparkling vibrancy will
be greatly missed by her eleven
brothers and sisters and their
families who pray for her intentions
and who will be most grateful for
your prayers for her.

23rd April: Feast of

BL. GILES OF ASSISI (+1262)
Friar Minor

Giles was the third of the first twelve
companions of St. Francis, joining him
in 1209. He headed a group of mission-
aries to Tunis in 1219, a project that
had to be soon abandoned because of
local hostility. After the death of St.
Francis, Giles remained a tireless and
outspoken upholder of the primitive
form of life (forma vitae). He was
highly esteemed by St. Bonaventure
because of his spirit of prayer and
simplicity. Giles died in 1262 at a small
friary in Monteripido (Perugia, Italy),
where he had spent the last twenty-
eight years of his life. His cult as
Blessed was approved in 1777 by Pius
VI. Apart from St. Clare of Assisi, Giles
is the only companion of St. Francis to
be thus honoured by the Church.

First Reading: Eph. 3: 14-19;
Gospel: John 15: 1-8

=
||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Vale
Josie Dunne OFS

On the 12th October Sister Death came
and called our beloved sister Josephine
“Josie” Dunne OFS to meet the Lord in
Glory and passed on to Eternal Life with
God forever, well-fortified by the Rites
of our Holy Mother the Church. Josie was
in her twenty seventh year of profession
and ninety second year of age.

Josie commenced her formation in 1984
with the Fountain of Love Fraternity in
Leeman WA together with her late hus-
band Joseph “Joe” and was professed on
the 7 June 1985 by the late Rev Friar
Alban OFM. Josie was an exemplary
Catholic and Franciscan. She radiated
the gentle love of Christ to all she met
and worked tirelessly in the Parish and
actively in the Legion of Mary for the
Lord. Josie was laid out in her coffin in
her Franciscan habit and cord as her
shroud with her beloved rosary in her
hands at her Vigil celebrated before the
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
Franciscan devotions included the Seven
Joys of Our Blessed Lady and concluded
with Benediction presided over by Dea-
con Dick OFS and attended by the fam-
ily, friends and the Fraternity.

Holy Mass of the Resurrection for the
repose of Josie’s Soul was celebrated in
St Joseph’s Church, Busselton by Father
Francis assisted by Deacon Dick OFS and
Deacon Dudley. The Mass was attended
by a large congregation including family,
friends and the Fraternity including
many who were associated with the
Fountain of Love Fraternity in Leeman.
Please pray for the repose of Josie’s
Soul. May Josie rest in peace! Amen.

@@ rrrrrrr Tt PP P PP PP PP P+ T ]

Life in the W.A. Fraternity continues with
members actively involved in the weekly
parish scripture sharing of next week’s
Gospel and Intercession Group which meet
on Monday'’s at the Ocean Star Chapel.
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OFS REGIONAL NEWS

The Fraternity organised a Blessing of
the Animals to celebrate the Feast of St
Francis in the Cathedral Court Yard on
the 29th September. Parishioners and
their friends brought their animals:
parrots, all sorts of birds, dogs, cats and
even mice. A delicious morning tea was
served by members of the Fraternity
and friends. Bishop Holohan who joined
us for tea was delighted with the
initiative and asked that the Blessing be
held as an annual event for the Parish in
the future

Deacon Dick OFS blesses the animals and a
celebration organised by the Fraternity to
celebrate the Feast of St Francis

Four hundred information flyers about
the spiritual life of the OFS were distrib-
uted with the Parish Bulletin to Parish-
ioners at the weekend Masses closest to
the Feast of St. Francis. Copies of “We
are the Secular Franciscans” were also
made available to parishioners at the
narthex of the Cathedral.

Rev Deacon Richard Scallan OFS
Spiritual Assistant

Tasmania

25th Anniversary of Profession
Celebrated at Launceston

In December 1987 at St. Francis Church

Riverside, Maureen Bamping,
Lorna Capps, Margaret
Cherry, Jadwiga lIzbicki, Don and

Helen Kiely, Irene La Palombara
and Bert Van Galen were received into
the Secular Franciscan Order.

Our Formator/Minister was Joe
Stolp. Joe had been a member of the
Third Order for many years and wanted

to start a fraternity here in
Launceston. As our Franciscan parish
priest was away, Father Bernard

McKenna sm kindly officiated at our
profession.

We were the first members of the
Launceston Fraternity and it was later
called the Holy Family Fraternity,
Launceston.

Members of our Fraternity and an
enquirer, who is just starting out on her
journey of formation, came together for
this important celebration last
December. We started with a beautiful
Mass, said by our parish priest, Fr. Allan
Hartcher ofm . We also had a Renewal
of Commitment to the gospel life
according to the Rule of the Order of
Franciscan Seculars. At the same time
as we were celebrating in Launceston
Fr. Bernard McKenna, now the Provincial
of the Marist Fathers in Suva, Fiji, was
celebrating Mass for us.

Helen Kiely OFS

Joining in the celebrations are:

Jose Florez, Jadwiga lzbicki,
Fr. Allan Hartcher ofm,

Joe Stolp, Bert Van Galen,
Helen Kiely, Kathleen Long,
Brian Bennett, Margaret Cherry,
Maureen Bamping,

Irene La Palombara,
Thelma Jacobs, Lorna Capps,
Don Kiely.

'19/12/2012

25th Anniversary
of
Profession
of the
founding
members
of the
Launceston
Fraternity
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“...spare a
thought for
those less
fortunate and
consider how
you might
brighten their
Christmas.”

OFS REGIONAL NEWS

Griffith NSW

News and happenings from our Fraternity
during the year were full of ups and
downs. After the last 7-8 years of drought,
this year the rains came and how it poured
down from the heavens. It was during the
vintage time in February and March, that
hardships were suffered: families, farm-
ers, schools and businesses. Water came
from everywhere. Rivers filled, creeks
and dams broke their banks flooding many
townships. Farms and houses were under
water for weeks. Throughout we ex-
pressed our Christian faith by our loving
support for one another. In these times of
need and hardship, so many acts of kind-
ness and charity were enriched by our
Christian faith.

We place a notice in the Sunday Mass
Bulletin giving an invitation to all who
wish to attend our monthly meetings We
follow very closely the ideals of Saint
Francis and the SFO rule of life, going
from Gospel to life and life to Gospel. We
give loyalty to the Church as lay ministers.
We celebrated the feast of Saint Francis
with Holy Mass and gathered together af-
terwards for our annual re-enactment of
his Holy Transitus, which is a reminder to
us all of our great Saint. In particular, our
Parish Priest, Father Neru, participated
and was very impressed.

From right: Mary Bertoldo, Past President Siro Zuccato, Matilda Zuccato, Joncetta Giui,

We now have 4 of our Franciscan members
in the Scalabrini Villa for the aged. Our
fraternity, which was a large one, is get-
ting smaller as time goes on. We were
saddened during the year by news from
the Corowa Group which is joined to our
fraternity. Member Fay Brooks wrote to
me and her exact words were “Yesterday
we attended the funeral of Kevin Mackie.
lan my husband, myself and Margaret
were there. Kevin was the moving force of
our little group of Franciscans in Corowa.”
The family moved to Albury a few years
ago as Kevin had been in poor health for
many years. He was a very holy man who
had a great love of our Lady and Saint
Francis. | am sure he will be welcomed in
Heaven with open arms.

Another Franciscan, Maurie Fitzgerald,
also died during the year. He was at-
tached to us from Cootamundra and in his
later years moved to a retirement village
in Yass. Maurie always kept in contact
with us. He was a dear and loving man
who also loved Saint Francis dearly. | paid
a visit to the Leeton Group during the
year. We always love to have their mem-
bers come over to our meetings and join
us when they can.

Enclosing a photo taken recently - Our
present minister John Keenan and wife
Leslie, Gloria Piva, Phyllis Smith and oth-
ers were absent.

Mary Bertaldo ofs

Kathryn Andreazza, Vera Sergi, Maria Calabria, Francisca Caudoro and Rhonda Hansen
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ACCEPTANCE -

This is a good story and is true, please read
it all the way through until the end! (After
the story, there are some very
interesting facts!): | am a mother of three
(ages 14, 12, 3) and have recently
completed my college degree. The last
class | had to take was Sociology. The
teacher was absolutely inspiring with the
qualities that | wish every human being had
been graced with. Her last project of the
term was called “Smile”.

The class was asked to go out and smile at
three people and document their
reactions. | am a very friendly person and
always smile at everyone and say hello any-
way, so, | thought this would be a
piece of cake, literally.

Soon after we were assigned the project,
my husband, youngest son, and | went out
to McDonalds one crisp March morning. It
was just our way of sharing special play-
time with our son. We were standing in
line, waiting to be served, when all of a
sudden everyone around us began to back
away, and then even my husband did. | did
not move an inch... an overwhelming feel-
ing of panic welled up inside of me as |
turned to see why they had moved.

As | turned around | smelled a horrible
"dirty body" smell, and there standing
behind me were two poor homeless men.
As | looked down at the short gentleman,
close to me, he was "smiling”. His beautiful
sky blue eyes were full of God's Light as he
searched for acceptance. He said, "Good
day" as he counted the few coins he had
been clutching.

The second man fumbled with his hands as
he stood behind his friend. | realized the
second man was mentally challenged and
the blue-eyed gentleman was his
salvation. | held my tears as | stood there
with them. The young lady at the counter
asked him what they wanted. He said,
"Coffee is all Miss" because that was all
they could afford. (If they wanted to sit in
the restaurant and warm up, they had to
buy something. He just wanted to be
warm). Then | really felt it - it was a

COMPASSION

compulsion great | almost reached out and
embraced the little man with the blue
eyes. That is when | noticed all eyes in the
restaurant were set on me, judging my
every action. | smiled and asked the young
lady behind the counter to give me two
more breakfast meals on a separate tray.

| then walked around the corner to the ta-
ble that the men had chosen as a resting
spot. | put the tray on the table and laid
my hand on the blue-eyed gentleman'’s cold
hand. He looked up at me, with tears in his
eyes, and said, "Thank you." | leaned over,
began to pat his hand and said, "l did not
do this for you. God is here working
through me to give you hope."

| started to cry as | walked away to join my
husband and son. When | sat down my hus-
band smiled at me and said, "That is why
God gave you to me, Honey, to give me
hope.” We held hands for a moment and at
that time, we knew that only because of
the Grace that we had been given were we
able to give. We are not church goers, but
we are believers. That day showed me the
pure Light of God's sweet love. | returned
to college, on the last evening of class,
with this story in hand. | turned in "my pro-
ject" and the instructor read it. Then she
looked up at me and said, "Can | share
this?" | slowly nodded as she got the atten-
tion of the class. She began to read and that
is when | knew that we as human beings
and being part of God, share this need to
heal people and to be healed. In my own
way | had touched the people at McDonalds,
my husband, son, instructor, and every soul
that shared the classroom on the last night |
spent as a college student.

| graduated with one of the biggest
lessons | would ever learn:

Unconditional Acceptance.

Much love and compassion is sent to each
and every person who may read this and
learn how to

Love People and Use Things -
Not Love Things and Use People.

Fr. Norbert OFM

“l did not do
this for you.
God is here
working
through me
to give you
hope.”
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“Ever since
Christ gave
his life
for others,
service implies
the aspects
of renunciation,
humiliation
and
suffering.”

FRATERNAL SERVICE

The Gospel fraternity finds its basis in
Christ, firstborn of many brothers, who
makes of all men one true fraternity.
Fraternal life is built in welcoming the
option of the kénosis of the Incarnation
and of Easter, and in following in the
footprints of Christ the Servant. In fact,
"the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve and to give his life
as a ransom for many" (Mt 20,28).

Ever since Christ gave his life for
others, service implies the aspects of
renunciation, humiliation and suffering.
Service finds its natural context in the
expectation of solidarity in sorrow, and
not in that of reward and recognition.
The commitment to fraternal life and the
cult (doulia ) of the same pass of neces-
sity through the gift of a service (doulia)
rendered as a sacrifice and gratuitously.
Gift, because we are talking about
serving our brothers, and not of being
served by them.

Sacrificial service, because it is service
wherein there is sacrifice; only service
costs something.

Gratuitous service, because it does not
demand recompense (do ut des ),
because it does not find its own
motivation in the constraints of slavery,
but in the freedom of love, in the need
of a caring charity for others and for the
fraternity.

What service?

1. The service of "carrying one an-
other's burdens”

It is the first and fundamental form of
fraternal diakonia, because the brother
is not an object to be dominated, but a
"burden” to be borne: and he is brother
precisely because he weighs heavily on
the shoulders of others. Fraternal com-
munion is realised in "support”, just as
the communion between God and men is
realised in support. In fact, God sup-
ported men in the Body of Christ, be-
cause "He was burdened with our suffer-
ings, he has taken on himself our sor-
rows...; he was pierced for our sins, he
was crushed for our iniquities. The pun-
ishment which gives us salvation fell on
him..." (Is. 53, 4-5).

Fraternal communion is the communion
of the Cross; it is present whenever one
feels the weight of the other. On the

other hand, there would not be Christian
communion and the law of Christ would
be disowned if one did not feel the
burden of the brother.

2. The service of good example

Good example finds its place always in
connection with and in dependence on
metanoia which enjoins self-
transformation, by doing violence to
one's own passions and evil desires.
Fraternal life is not built with
discussions, it is not the outcome of a
defence of the fraternity; it is founded
instead on the example of the one who is
ready for sacrifice, the one who
overcomes the reluctance of his own
nature to carry out tasks which imply
renunciation, weariness and distress; the
one who does not allow himself to
become disheartened by the opposition
of a mediocrity for which "good example”
is a reproach.

Fraternal life is the result of a humble
and simple witness: it depends on
personal readiness to die like the grain of
wheat; it is the winning-post, never
definitively reached, of constant daily
heroism.

3. The service of dialogue

Dialogue springs from a love which makes
people capable of "being receptive” and
gives them the courage to "be open”
themselves. Dialogue is not superficial
conversation, nor is it dialectic exhibi-
tionism, nor is it even discussion nor
indeed a simple exchange of opinions.
Before it is ever seen as an act, dialogue
is an interior attitude, a way of
"behaving” as a person in front of others,
a way characterised by a sincere desire
to understand and to be understood, in
order to arrive at a mutual acceptance in
charity and, if possible, also to the
meeting in the truth.

4, The service of trust and of respect
Trust and respect do not give way to one
another, they are not consistent with
mere benevolence, but are required
because of the value which is the
brother. Benevolence must be super-
seded by good service or merit. The
brother is a good service (he deserves
well) because of his value as a human, as
a christifidelis, as a Franciscan. To have
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esteem for the brother means to “the place” of one’s own sanctification
venerate the brother, recognising in him  and of witness to the love of God, who in
the sacramentum Christi . Christ is revealed and given to us. Thus,

5. The service of confidence fraternity becomes also the elusive

. L. mission. Therefore, as professionals of
Fraterngl service is based on awareness Peace and of Good, the Brothers and
of reciprocal dependence of .mutual Sisters of Penance, shall live in the world
T‘ee.d.s’ a.nd. on the _overcoming of like the Gospel leaven, in a way that
individualistic self-suff1c1ency.‘ Therg- men, seeing their fraternal life lived in
fore, we need to be cqnfldent M the spirit of the Beatitudes, come to
exchanging our own experiences and understand that already there has begun
needs. among them the Kingdom of God.
6. The service in sincerity and loyalt . .
Sincerity and loyalty ar)é insep)z;ragle, Fr. Felice Cangelosi OFMCap
because sincerity is not justified in itself;
it is not virtue, if at the same time it is g, =5
not also loyalty, i.e., if it does not relate [ by
simply to abstract truth, but has a [
rapport with love. It is a question of ! 16th May: Feast of
authenticity, i.e., of an awareness not |
alone of one's own profound experience, || ST. MARGARET OF CORTONA
but also of the profound experience of | (1247-1297)
others. We are not authentic and | Secular Franciscan. Penitent
sincere, when at any cost we say what |
we think, without taking into account |
the feelings of others. | Margaret was born in Laviano in

) ) the province of Perugia, Italy. She

Truth is not present simply because the was neglected by her father, and
truth is told. Truth is reality; it finds its by her step-mother on her fa:cher's
place more on the plane of action than re-marriage following the death of
of word. Truth is not spoken, it is | her mother. She left home at 18
constructed; and it is not possible to | : . .
construct the verum, if at the same time years of age, lived \,N]th .a
the bonum is not constructed. Sincerity young nobleman, Arsenius, in
is possible when according to the norms Montepulciano for nine years, «Truth i
of conduct consideration is given to the | bearing him a son out of wedlock. ruth is
thoughts and feelings, not jus of the [f The murder of her lover shocked reality;
individual, but also of others. i| Margaret into a change of life. She it finds its
Fraternal life is realised when it stops became a Secular Franciscan, and place more
being about individuals but begins being her son subsequently joined the
about persons , i.e., when one enters Friars Minor. Her life of penance on the p.lane
into a relationship, because the person is and reparation was accompanied of action

born and develops in a relationship, in
the awareness of his own value and of
that of others, of reciprocal giving and
receiving, of being caring and trusting of
others, of sharing and of being grateful.
Personal identity lives and is acquired in
fraternal relations.

In the light of these fundamental view-
points, one understands how, for one
who comes to be a member of the
Secular Franciscan Order.

In the Secular Franciscan Order,
Fraternity is a gift deriving from
Profession and is to be lived with a
particular commitment, because the
mutual relations of communion become

li by assistance to the poor for whom

I ger of peace to citizens at war

she founded a hospital and a spe-
cial group of women to look after
it. She received great
mystical graces, and was a messen-

with each other. Margaret died in
Cortona on 22nd February 1297.
She was canonised in 1728 by
Benedict XIII.

First Reading: Ezek. 18: 21-23, 27-28
Gospel: Luke 15: 1-10

Eppe=====ees
g,

than of word.
Truth is not
spoken,
it is
constructed...”
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“Thank you ...
to our
OFS Fraternity
who taught me so
much about the
Order
and for their
participation in
all the Franciscan
Celebrations.”

SISTER GIOVANNA GAUCI’S FAREWELL [ABRIDGED]

It is with mixed feelings that soon | will
leave Australia after 31 years, to embrace
my new role in our Congregation as
General Councillor and General Secretary.
| will be based at the Generalate House in
Santa Maria delle Mole, Marino, Roma.

...l arrived in Lockleys SA in 2001, and my
feelings at that time were in the same
balance if | had to weigh them. Leaving
behind a school, the students, staff and
families whom | grew to love and nurture
for 20 years wasn’t easy only to arrive here
knowing barely anyone, except Father
Gabriel and the Sisters. Now | am on the
threshold of another exodus from my two
Religious Communities here in Lockleys
with whom | shared fraternity, prayer and
so much love: a Parish Community which |
grew to cherish, the Parish Church, Parish
groups and four different Parish Priests.

In 2001, | was appointed Regional Superior
to serve my Sisters in Lockleys, NSW and
Queensland and to support them in their
spiritual and temporal needs. But the Lord
asked me to launch out into the deep and
through Fr Gabriel’s initiative | netted
different kinds of fish. As a member of the
Parish Liturgy Group, and previously as a
member of the Parish Pastoral Council, |
started giving my support in the Parish
Church through different ministries. | was
trusted with the teaching and training of
the Altar Servers. Also, as a member of the
Maltese Community | give my support to
them, mainly through the Liturgy...I’ve also
been the Spiritual Assistant of “Christ the
King Secular Franciscan Fraternity” which
meets monthly in our Regional House.

| am proud to be a Franciscan Sister of the
Heart of Jesus a far from easy to follow the
call, but | have always been happy in my
vocation and extremely thankful for all the
opportunities the Congregation provided for
me. | had the opportunity to continue in
my teaching career after my Novitiate. |
was sent to teach in our Parish School in
San Francisco, California USA for five years
and later, in NSW as Principal of a Primary
School for 20 years. | have faced many
challenges and difficulties, visited different
parts of the world, and have been given

c h a n ¢ e s t o
advance into various leadership positions.
During this journey of 31 years, it isn’t the
awards, recognition or positions that mean
the most to me. It’s the Sisters | lived and
worked with, the people | have met and the
support they have given me along the way.
There are so many people who mean so
much to us, the Franciscan Sisters, whom
we rightly call benefactors, who
support us continually on our journey both
spiritually and temporally thus helping us to
carry on with our ministries and for this, on
behalf of the Sisters, | say Thank You.
Everyone along the way has touched me
and hopefully has made me a better
person, and a better religious. To everyone
who has assisted me in any way during my
life journey, “Thank You” for your friend-
ship, guidance, mentoring, and yes, at
times, a little heart breaking! All our life
experiences matter and help make us who
we are.

I am very humbled to have had this recent
appointment as General Councillor and
Secretary. The Chapter delegates must
have faith and trust in me and the Superior
General too, to nominate me as her
Secretary. | hope they are not going to
regret it. The Sacred Heart of Jesus will
have to work overtime. | am truly going to
miss my second homeland in the Great
South Land of the Holy Spirit, the
opportunities which made me who | am and
the challenges which | faced bravely with
God at my side.

Thank you in particular to our OFS
Fraternity who taught me so much about
the Order and for their participation in all
the Franciscan Celebrations.  Also my
attendance to the Regional Council Meet-
ings has been very enriching in getting to
know most of the brothers and sisters in
the different fraternities and the way they
experience and live their Franciscan rule,
constitutions and statutes. | will miss you
all, but have great hope that we will meet
again. Pace e Bene. Thank you. God bless
you all.

Sr Giovanna Gauci FCJ
November 2012 g
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JORGE MARIO BERGOGLIO—THE ARCHBISHOP OF BUENOS AIRES
BECOMES POPE FRANCIS

The dove has traditionally represented
the Holy Spirit but it was a bird with a
rather less divine reputation that her-
alded the name of the new pope. As the
crowds massed in front of the Vatican, a
seagull alighted on the chimney from
which smoke billows to indicate the out-
come of the papal ballot in the Sistine
Chapel below.

The newly appointed pontiff, Argentinian
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, will take
the name of Pope Francis, after Francis
of Assisi, the much-loved Italian patron
saint of animals and the environment who
is often portrayed with a bird, usually in
his hand.

"The name the new pope chooses tells a
lot about the thrust of his papacy,” said
Ambrogio Piazzoni, a church historian and
vice-prefect of the Vatican library.

The best known tale about Saint Francis's
love of nature is recounted in the Fioretti
(Little Flowers), a collection of legends
and folklore. The story says that while he
was travelling with some companions,
they came upon a place in the road
where birds filled the trees. Francis told
his companions to wait for him while he
preached to his sisters the birds, which
flocked to him - supposedly attracted by
the power of his voice.

The saint, a rich young man from the
town of Assisi in Umbria who renounced
wealth and founded the Franciscan order
of friars in 1290, is also identified with
peace, poverty and a simple lifestyle,
which is in keeping with the current
period of recession and austerity.

The choice could foretell the pope's
priorities in striving to bring a sense of
serenity to the troubled church. Francis
is said to have been called by God to
repair a church in ruins.

David Batty, The Guardian

E;1:\||||||\\\\\\||||||\\\\\\||||||\\\\\\\||||||\\\\\\||||||\\\\\u||||||\\\

24th May: DEDICATION OF BASILICA OF ST FRANCIS

Gregory IX laid the foundation stone of what is called the lower
church on 17th July 1228. When construction was finished, the
remains of St. Francis were brought secretly from St. George's
church and buried deep in the new crypt on 25th May 1230, re-
maining undiscovered until 1818. When the upper church was
completed, Innocent IV solemnly consecrated the whole edifice
on 25th May 1253. It was given the rank of papal chapel by Bene-

First Reading: Apoc. 21: 1-5; Gospel: John 10: 22-30

-
S

“The newly
appointed
pontiff,
Argentinian
Cardinal Jorge
Mario Bergoglio,
will take the
name of Pope
Francis, after
Francis of Assisi,
the much-loved
Italian patron
saint of animals
and the
environment who
is often
portrayed with a
bird, usually in
his hand.”
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“...the
terrible
humanitarian
situation (in
Syria)...
thousands of
deaths,
displaced
people,
refugees and
exiles.”

ORDO FRANCISCANUS SAECULARIS

Consilium Internationale
Via Vittorio Putti, 4/int. 6 - 00152 Roma
Tel. +39 06.45471722 Fax +39 06.45473094
E-mail: ciofs@ciofs.org
www.ciofs.org

Dear brothers and sisters.

You are all aware of the terrible humanitarian sitvation that the Syrian population is experiencing
in these months. Among them there are brothers and sisters of the Secular Franciscan Order
particularly dear to us.

The news coming from that area inform us of thousands of deaths, displaced people, refugees and
exiles.

It 1s difficult to express a judgment in favor of one or the other party but it is certain that we
firmly condemn the use of weapons to resolve any issue. On the contrary we support any
initiative that might facilitate the dialogue among the parties, a dialogue that Syrians of good will,
both religious of all faiths and lay, have suggested by appealing to Musalaha (reconciliation).
While waiting for this process to take place and for the weapons to be silenced, the humanitarian
emergency for those populations continues. We need to urge you to be close to them both with
prayer and with concrete help.

In order to facilitate this second aspect, we invite you to activate a fundraising campaign in the
fraternities of your country . choosing two possible destinations. The first is to send your donations
to the collection center of the International Red Cross. through the Ttalian Red Cross, which will
send the donation to the Red Crescent Moon, 1ts subsidiary operating in the Syrian territory.
Please give notice of your donation to the CIOFS Secretariat.

Red Cross accounts details:

HOW TO DONATE:

-Donations by transfer to bank account:

IBAN: IT19 P010 0503 3820 0000 0200 208

Account name : "Croce Rossa Italiana, Via Toscana 12 - 00187 Roma"
Bank name: Banca Nazionale del Lavoro — Branch: Roma Bissolati
Treasury: Via San Nicola da Tolentino 67 - Roma

Indicate the reason: "Emergency Syrian population”
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(For donations from abroad BIC / SWIFT: BNL I TRR)

-Donations by postal account no. 300004
Account name : "Croce Rossa Italiana, Via Toscana 12-00187 Roma"

Indicate the reason: "Emergency Syrian population”

On-line donations:

Website : www.cri.it

Section: DONA on-line

Indicate the reason: "Emergency Syrian population”

As second destination, we propose to send donations to the Custody of the Holy Land to the Order
of Friars Minor in Lebanon. They are hosting in their houses in Syria hundreds of refugees and / or
displaced people, most of them Catholics, providing them with food. accommodation and financial
support. These brothers in fact had to escape in great haste from the war zone, leaving everything
behind, house, clothes, work, thus finding themselves in need of everything.

In this case the reference for the donation is:

Account name: CUSTODIE DE TERRE SAINTE
Adress:  El-Mina-Tripoli-Mountazah Street.
Account number: 4654559428001
Currency: USD

Bank name: Byblos Bank S.A.L.

Swift Code: BYBALBBX

IBAN : LB72003900000004654559428001
Correspondent bank: BANK OF NEW YORK - NY
LEBANON

When adding the reason for donations. we suggest to specify that it is an aid for the displaced
people of Syria, indicating the name of Fr. Halim Noujaim as coordinator / receiver.
Please give notice of the donation to the CIOFS Secretariat .

Peace and all good.

Attilio Galimbertt
Coordinator Commuission Presence mn the World
On behalf of all Commission members

“...send
donations to
the Custody of
the Holy Land
to the OFM in
Lebanon. They
are
hosting...hundr
eds of
refugees/
displaced
persons...provi
ding them with
food,
accommodation
and financial
support ”
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“Here we will
deal with the
national
Elective Chapter
starting with a
fervent

recommendation:

that the
participants
adequately
prepare
themselves by
praying and
reading (or re-
reading) the
dispositions that
regulated them:
General
Constitutions,
Ritual and
Statutes.”

Guidelines for the Celebration of
OFS FRATERNITY Chapters

1.-INTRODUCTION

Among the different structures which the religious community life has created to
express and promote the spiritual values of its charism, a particularly important one is the
gathering of the components of the community convoked to deal with issues regarding their
professed form of life, an assembly which is generally called Chapter.

The name, originating in the monastic environment, referred to the assembly of religious
members of a community for the purpose of reading and discussing one of the “chapters”
of the Rule. From here the use of the term Chapter also when referring to both the
location and meeting itself.

The Franciscan family, from its origins, has instead conferred a particular connotation to
the term Chapter, the expression for its very reason of existing: the fraternity. Thomas of
Celano, faithful witness to the way of thinking of Francis of Assisi, emphasized the frater-
nal value of the Chapter when he reminded us that the friars “were committed to even
donating themselves to meet the needs of the brothers. They were happy when they could
meet, happier when they were together” (Franciscan Sources, 1C XV, 39).

For Saint Francis the Chapters were of extreme importance in the life of his friars. They
were gatherings of brothers in the name of the Lord. They constituted true celebrations of
life in fraternity, animated by the Holy Spirit. In the Regula non bullata, Francis asks that
the friars gather together in the Chapter to discuss matters pertaining to God (Chapter 18).

According to Saint Clare, “the Chapter is important to consult with all the sisters concern-
ing whatever pertains to the welfare and good of the monastery; for the Lord frequently
reveals what is best to the least (Rule. St. Clare 4,16-18).

Francis himself, fully aware of the gift and the calling to be brothers in an evangelic frater-
nity, often invites his friars to become more aware of the action of God, who brought them
together through his grace: “And, wherever the friars are and have come upon one an-
other, let them mutually show themselves to be members of each other’s family. And let
one without fear manifest to the other his own need, since, if a mother nourishes and
loves her own son according to the flesh, how much more diligently ought he love and
nourish his own spiritual brother?” (Franciscan Sources, LR VI, 7, Regula bullata VI, 8).

If we consult the writings of Saint Francis and his biographies, we realize that the Chapter
was a gathering of brothers at different levels, where the spiritual life of the friars was
dealt with. We could point out some aspects: the proclamation of the Word of God, prayer,
exhortations and admonitions for living the Rule at best, the promulgation of regulations,
the election of ministers, fraternal sharing and the revision of life, confession of personal
sins, common prayer, fraternisation, sending to the mission, reciprocal consolation...

In the present SFO legislation there is a distinction between the various types of chapters
according to the level of the Fraternity that is celebrating it and according to their
purpose. From the purpose point of view, we can distinguish the deliberative Chapters
from the elective ones; from the point of view of level, we find the local Chapter (or
Assembly), (G.C. art.49.2), the regional one (G.C.art. 64), the national one (G.C. art. 68)
as well as the General Chapter (art. 70.3 and 4).

Because of its peculiarity, the general Chapter, requires regulations of its own. Here we
will deal with the national Elective Chapter starting with a fervent recommendation: that
the participants adequately prepare themselves by praying and reading (or re-reading) the
dispositions that regulated them: General Constitutions, Ritual and Statutes.
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2.2 -Development of the Chapter

Needless to say, the implementation of the Chapter will be very different depending
on whether it is a study Chapter or a deliberative Chapter, or an elective Chapter. In
any of these cases, works will be introduced by one or more reports, which in any case
must respond to the needs to strengthen, with renewed commitment, the values that
derive from following Christ, to which we have voluntarily adhered under the loving
care of the Saint of Assisi; to the need to do it together, as a Fraternity assembled by
the Holy Spirit and called to grow in faith, in listening and welcoming.

Naturally, the introductory report will have an important space and will have to
receive the attention it deserves from the members of the Chapter. It would be oppor-
tune also to prepare a brief outline of the essential points, which could be of use to
the capitulars for study, reflection and subsequent debates.

The participants will then have to have enough time to have the “right of voice in the
Chapter”. It is important that this point be fully elaborated taking all the time
necessary: it is from a careful analysis of the state of the Fraternity that a project can
emerge to enable its progress. The person who will preside or moderate, must see that
interventions are concise and above all, kept to the subject.

The celebration of the Chapter thus becomes a privileged moment of personal and
community formation, in the style of the most authentic Franciscan tradition: “At
Pentecost all the friars assembled unto St. Mary and consulted how best they might
observe the Rule...... St. Francis gave unto them admonition, rebukes, and precepts,
according as seemed good unto him by the counsel of the Lord... He was untiring in
exhorting the brethren to observe the Gospel and the Rule ...” (Franciscan Sources
L3C XIv, 57).

2.3 - The Elective Chapter

An elective chapter, at any level, is celebrated to:

= Reflect together on the situation of the Fraternity and decide what should be
done for the life and mission of the Order, invoking the help of the Holy Spirit so
that He may purify the hearts, enlighten the minds and make those present doc-
ile to His motions at such an important time for the life of the Fraternity.

= Choose and vote for the responsible people to guide and animate the Fraternity.

By analysing the problems, it will be possible to determine the characteristics of the
person capable of guiding the growth of the Fraternity and solving related problems
most effectively. The report of the outgoing Minister and the interventions of the par-
ticipants are essential to elect the persons with the most appropriate characteristics
to “animate and guide” the Fraternity. With regard to elections, it is important to un-
derline that one should not vote for those “who deserve it”, nor should one award
someone by offering him/her a position of prestige; personal likings or dislikes must
obviously be set aside.

The true judgement criteria should result in the election of those who have:

. a true love for and deep sense of belonging to the SFO,
. a marked sense and spirit of service (Minister means: he who serves),
. concrete availability of time, mind and heart for the Fraternity,

human, spiritual and character qualities as well as the, experience
and preparation needed to cope with the problems of the Fraternity in the given
time.
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3.1 - Its Nature

The National Chapter, higest deliberative organ of the National Fraternity in its social or
government affairs, has legislative, deliberative and elective power.

It is important to bear in mind that it is a General Assembly, or Chapter, of the entire Na-
tional Fraternity. This Fraternity, formed by different Regional Fraternities (where they
exist) and/or local Fraternities of a given nation, gathers in the name of the Lord, to de-
liberate on the best way to observe the Rule, its secular, evangelic Form of Life, in the
way of Francis of Assisi.

It is a celebrative meeting in the name of the Lord to listen to the Word of God,
respond to it, reach a deeper insight of the Way of Life, evaluate its evangelical
vitality, deliberate and make decisions regarding important issues of the life of the
National Fraternity.

Every three years the ordinary Chapter will also be elected.
4.2 - Create awareness amongst the brothers and sisters, reminding them that:

* animating and guiding (directing a Fraternity) in Franciscan language means
SERVING (cf. SFO Rule, 21 and G.C. Art. 31);

. everybody is responsible for indicating and electing brothers and sisters
with adequate qualifications to fulfil their respective tasks (cf. G.C. Art.
30, 1 e 2);c - the Elective Chapter is not an opportunity to contend for
nominations, but one for brothers and sisters to make themselves available
to render a service to the National Fraternity (cf. G.C. Art. 32, 2);

. only perpetually professed members can be voted (cf. G.C. Art. 77,1).
4.3 - Advisability of a Survey
An objective survey:

. makes it possible to ensure a greater and more practical participation
in the choice of the future Council;

. shortens the time required for reflecting on and discussing the matter and
avoids improvised indications;

* involves all the Fraternities in the process and calls for participation
and co-responsibility;

. makes it possible to discover new leaders.

** At the General Elective Chapter and here in Australia we use Nomination Forms
as a type of survey.

4.6.3 - Voting Procedure

ALL the names indicated in the survey and any others provided now must be written on
the blackboard.

The President invites all the candidates for the various offices to declare whether there
are serious reasons hindering them from accepting the office, if elected. After the ballot,
the secretary announces the result and if the brother or sister has
received sufficient votes to be elected, the Chapter President asks if he/she accepts the
office (cf. G.C., Art. 78, 4). The person elected answers and the President confirms his/
her in the office. If, for a valid reason, the elected brother or sister does not
accept, a new election is carried out.
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The President confirms the election (cf. G.C. Art. 78,4) and, in conformity with the
Ritual, says to the newly elected:

“May the God of hope bring you such joy and peace in your faith
that the power of the Holy Spirit will remove all bounds to hope”

4.6.4 - Closing of the Chapter

The installation in office of those who have been elected should take place preferably during the liturgical

celebration. The President entrusts them with their office saying:

“l, ............. General Minister of the Secular Franciscan Order (or delegated by the Minister ................),
declare that these brothers and sisters who have been elected are now officially in charge of their respec-

tive offices”.

The Closing of the Chapter in conformity with the Ritual.
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CHECK OUT OUR FRANCISCAN WEBSITES!!!

www.franciscans.org.au

http://www.secularfranciscansoceania.com.au
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www.secularfranciscansoceania.com.au/01_cms/details.asp?ID=232
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How I Pray

DEEBIE WARRIER

y wife, lenmy espe-
cially, and my sons
and. their families
are a greal support

to me in my ministry as a deacon
and Secular Franciscan. Tn addi-
tion, support comes from weekl
pr.: er meetings at St Pairicks
[Cathadral in Bunbury, the Bunbury
Kohristian Mhﬂ'lzr! Fellowships,
the Parish Dedcons Pastoral Team
land the Parish Secular Franciscan
Fraternity. T was forty vears pro-
fessed in the Order of Pranciscans
Becular on the February 22, 20012,

I am originally from South
IAfrica. My Dad died when | was 11
nd I was an only child He died
ortified by the rites of Holy Mother
Church. His passing to clernal
oy was a great consolation lo my
plother me. We were left with a
rtranger faith inGod. An on-going
relationship with Jesus began in my
life and [ believed Tesus was calling
e 1o follow Him as a priest

In 1949, a missionary Franciscan
riar, Fr Columbanus Timmons
DFM. came 1o our parish. He had
Rpent M) years in solitary confine-
ment in prison rc;..- the fasth in
Chima. To me, he reflected the love
»f our Lord and 5t Francis. From
his example | felt God was czlling
me to become a Franciscan,

‘The Friars accepted me 44 8 pos-
ulant. However, the major semi-
wrics in the country were fuall at
he time ansd there was a waiting list
o enter. [ failed to obtain an essen-
ial reference from the Cathedral
Administrator and the door to the
pricsthood appeared closed,

1 decided 10 join the army as a
rolunteer. After receivimg my diplo-

Deacen Dick Scallan with wife Jeanete.

Church before we were married.
We settled down Lo a married fam
ily life and were blessed with four
sons,

The apportunity came to deepen
my faith and relationship with Jesus
by joining the Secular Franciscan
Order through the example of a
Franciscan Secular, Mona Smith
who lived with us in this remote
village called Bindura, in Rhodesia
(Zimbabwe).

Miana wis a spiritual daughter of
St Padre Pio and a deeply spiritval
rermrl hersell, She retlected the
ight of God in a very special way.
A round triv of 240 km to Salisbury

responsibilities eventually helped
me realise that | needed to come
closer to Gad. Joining the Secular
Franciscan Order was a »u_mﬁc.ml
step towards this necd, Jenny is also
A mem
Some lime alter my profession
my Spiritual Director. the late
Francis Ryan OFM, suggested that
1 consider a vocation of service to
the Church as a Permanent Deacon.
I was unable to contain my
excitement. Lhe lile and cxample
©f St Francis had made a signifi-
cant impression on my spiritual
life. He had a deep respect and love
for Christ in the Blessed Eucharist

Pee0T0: D EBESE MeARRICK

vice like him. Maybe I could fol low
Christ as a deacon as well? It was
worth a try.

After prayer and discernment 1
decided with my wile’s approval,
to .apj:;' for acceptance and com-
menced formalion as a permanent
deacon in 1974, It seemed that God
had not given up on me with His
call to serve Him in holy Orders
but in a different way than I had
on inally envisaged

Chwiing to my mvu!nmu]l in the
Church and the security forces, my
cnmpams; transferred me back to

lic of South Africa aweek
before /rmha}rwc Indenendence in
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Deacon Dick Scallan has found happiness and countless blessings in his vocation as a Franciscan and as a married deacon.

A job offer presented itself from
Western Australia and we decided
Ter nang'rzm: im 1981 Lo give Sear the
best chance possible, (Sean won the
inaugural Pride of Australia Medal
for *Fair Guo™ in 2005 for services to
thehandicapped and d.t;at.l\'inlagﬂl
in the community. 1o addilion, he
was recognised as the Volunteer of
the Year for Western Australia in
2010).

Tn 2001, Archbishop Hickey
invited men in the Archdiocese (o
apply forselection to the Permanent
Diaconate and 1 was chosen with 14
others 1o commence the first for-
mation progrant. [ retired from the
mining industry in 2002 after 46
years of managing mining, smelt-
mg and refining companies

n June 2006, Bishop Gerard
Haolohan ﬂ.ll'vued me that he
would ondain me for the Diocese
of Bunbury. The jouwrney and the
dream became a reality on Oclober
27, 2006, God’s call and tim g, as
always, is well worth the wait and
the experience of God’s love is
absolute joy

My minisiry as a deacon, besides
being on the Pastoral Team of
St Patrick’s Cathedral, is mostly
amongst the aged and infirm, the
ex drug addicls, ex aleoholics and
shut-ins. My wile assists e with
the liturgies in the nursing home.

Muny years ago I was asked to
choose between a career in T!lE
company and my religion b
superior, | iold him, | had ma rl:hl_-
decislon a long time ago. T was &
committed Cathalic Christian. My
decision, in hindsight, has received
conntless blessings for myself and
the family.

Jenny and 1 have been blessed
with 54 years of a womderful mar
riage. Our sons and their familics
all live in Western Australin, We
have eight grandchildren and one
great q_: child wilh two great
grandchildren arriving shortly, God
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