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FROM OUR MINISTER’S DESK 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

The season of Advent – a time of 

joyful expectation leading up to 

Christmas – began this year on 

November 27. The season is 

marked by the lighting of candles 

in the Advent wreath. In Christian 

tradition candles symbolize Christ, the light of the 

world. 

The Franciscan spirituality of Advent may seem a 

lot like any Catholic’s approach to the season, but 

that’s because the Franciscan way has infiltrated 

the mainstream. 

St. Francis of Assisi invented the most generally 

recognised custom of the Advent season- the 

Christmas crèche.  Francis set up hillside nativity 

scenes to teach local peasants about the nativity 

in the 12th century.  The practice has been 

repeated in parishes, family homes, schools and 

public places ever since.  There is a deeper 

meaning to the crèche in Franciscan spirituality.  

It’s not just a display.  It talks to us about how 

God loves us and how He wants to reclaim us. 

We as Franciscans are challenged to create a crib 

in our hearts.  

When we approach Advent in the spirit of St. 

Francis we ought to find ways of creating space 

for Jesus in our lives so that we are ready to 

welcome Him on Christmas Day.  

 Franciscan life is about living the Gospel. One 

particular Franciscan way of looking at Advent 

has been the close association Francis made 

between the Incarnation and Christ’s crucifixion.  

This God loved us so much that He sent His only 

Son, through the Incarnation with His life 

culminating in the Paschal mystery 

Francis, as we all know, was into ruins. The inner 

prompting of God at work in him, calling him into 

life drew him to the foot of the Cross in the 

broken-down chapel of San Damiano. “Francis, go 

and repair my Church, which, as you see, is in 

ruins”. No problem, Lord! So with all the 

impetuousness of an Italian he sets to work. And I 

think you can almost hear Our Lord saying, “Well, 

that wasn’t quite what I had in mind, but it’ll do 

for a start”. 

 

The point Francis wasn’t quite getting was that 

God wasn’t just calling him to do something 

different – although a failed knight humping rocks 

was certainly different - but to be something 

different, and that would take both a lot of 

rebuilding and a lot of tearing down as well. 

Anyway, that would come. For the time being 

Francis responds to God’s call by doing something 

that I think is really significant for us. He begins 

this rebuilding using the rocks and boulders that 

lie to hand, with what’s already there. He would 

also of course use Daddy’s money, but for now he 

uses what is right there before his eyes and under 

his nose. 
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So if Advent is about responding to a call, the call 

God is initiating towards you, if we’re being called 

into new ways of being and doing, then what we 

also start with is what lies to hand.  

 

But what I believe God, through Francis, invites us 

to do is, instead of rushing around looking for 

escape routes, is to look at what is already there 

in your life. Look at the bits, look at the people 

who’re part of your life, the things you do – even 

just the ordinary things, the skills you have, and 

the gifts you’ve been given.  

As we long for new life –whatever state we’re in – 

we need to stop and look really deeply at where 

we already are and what we already have. 

And this isn’t just a kind of pious “count your 

blessings”, it’s deeper than that.  

What I’m saying is that God’s energising spirit is 

already there calling to you in and through those 

people, those things. What might look like ruins 

has real potential – it’s where the rebuilding 

starts. And just like Francis, our hands might 

bleed a bit, but this is Spirit work and God is 

working for you and with you to draw you into 

life.  

 

Advent certainly is a time when we are invited to 

consider what the coming of the Prince of Peace 

means for our world, how in the Incarnation 

"event," Peace is Made Flesh. Today's world is 

ravaged by war, ethnic violence, gang violence, 

crime, and the destruction of nature. With the 

rising economic crisis, we also are struck by the 

growing gap between rich and poor. All of these 

challenges require us to turn to prayer, to our 

Franciscan tradition, and to seek guidance for the 

New Year, so that we might truly foster peace in 

our world. Clearly, Advent is a time for prayer, a 

time for waiting and a time for Gospel 

Peacemaking. 

 

 

I wish you all a happy and holy Advent 

and Christmas and I would like to 

share this prayer with you. 

 

A Franciscan Benediction 

May God bless you with discomfort 

at easy answers, half-truths 

and superficial relationships 

So that you may live deep within your heart. 

May God bless you with anger 

at injustice, oppression,  

and exploitation of people.  

So that you may work for justice,  

freedom and peace. 

May God bless you with tears 

to shed for those who suffer pain,  

rejection, hunger and war,  

So that you may reach out your hand  

to comfort them and 

to turn their pain into joy. 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness 

to believe that you can  

make a difference in the world,  

So that you can  

do what others claim cannot be done 

to bring justice and kindness  

to all our children and the poor. 

Amen    (Unknown) 

Fraternal love 

Sandra Tilley ofs 

National Minister-Oceania 

Secular Franciscan Order 
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ADIEU TO FR.  MICHAEL BROWN OFM 

 

Michael John Brown was born at Wyalkatchem 

WA on 12 July 1922.  He spent his early years at 

Bencubbin until his family moved to Mt. Lawley in 

Perth.  During his teens Michael felt called to be a 

priest and spent a year at the Redemptorist 

Juvenate at Galong.  Michael was advised to seek 

a non Redemptorist career.  When World War ll 

broke out Michael joined the RAAF and was 

posted to the Northern Territory.  After the war 

Michael applied to Dr L J Goody the Rector of St. 

Charles Seminary Guildford to be admitted as a 

seminarian.  Michael’s application was refused on 

the ground that he had not passed Latin and 

Greek for the Leaving Certificate.  Michael 

decided to become a lawyer and to this end he 

enrolled at CBC Leederville to obtain a leaving 

certificate with Latin (which was a prerequisite 

for entry into law).  During the course of his 

studies Fr Conrad Winston a Franciscan friar and 

former Franciscan tertiary visited CBC Leederville 

on a recruitment drive for the Order of Friars 

Minor.  Fr Conrad arranged for Michael to go to 

Maryfields as a postulant in 1948 and in 1949 

Michael became a novice.  By 1955 Michael was a 

deacon and arrangements were made for Deacon 

Brown ofm to be ordained a priest with Deacon’s 

Foley and Hesse who were to be ordained priests 

for the Archdiocese of Perth by Archbishop 

Prendiville.  Unfortunately Archbishop Prendiville 

fell ill and the task of ordaining the three deacons 

fell upon the shoulders of Bishop L J Goody (as he 

then was) the coadjutor Bishop of Perth.   

After ordination Fr. Brown spent some years in 

Midland in Perth and was then transferred to 

Mornington in Victoria to run the boys’ home.  

After Mornington Fr Michael spent time in 

Kedron, Townsville, Collie and Dardanup before 

returning to Midland.  After the friars left 

Midland.   Fr Michael has lived with his confreres 

at Highgate North, Perth and Maylands. 

Fr Michael’s mother was a member of Perth 

Fraternity before Fr Michael joined the friars.       

Fr Michael was responsible for setting up 

Dardanup Fraternity and at various times since 

1988 was Spiritual Assistant to Midland, Balcatta 

and Perth fraternities.   He has been WA Regional 

Spiritual Assistant since 1996 until he was 

recently replaced by Fr Carl Schafer ofm.  

As Fr Michael is approaching 90 years of age a 

decision has been made that he “retire” to the 

Star of the Sea Friary Waverley NSW.   Fr Michael 

has spent 35 years of his 56 years as a priest in 

Western Australia and we wish him a long and 

happy sojourn in New South Wales. 

 

Michael McGuire ofs 
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XIII General Chapter of the Secular 

Franciscan Order (Extracts from the CIOFS website) 

 

Evangelized to Evangelize 

Brazil, October 22-29, 2011 

For the past eight hundred years, the Secular 

Franciscan Order (SFO), founded by St. Francis of 

Assisi, has been an expression of the Franciscan 

charism in various secular lifestyles in the world. Every 

three years the Order holds a General Chapter which 

brings together representatives from the five 

continents who animate Franciscan life in sixty-five 

countries. This year, the General Chapter will be held 

in Brazil in the Santa Fe (Holy Faith) Pastoral Center in 

San Pablo. It will start on the afternoon of Saturday, 

the 22nd and conclude on Saturday, October 29. Its 

aim is to examine what has been done by the 

Presidency of the International (SFO) Council in 

relation to the findings of the 2008 General Chapter 

held in Hungary, particularly in the fields of formation, 

communication, Franciscan Youth, the presence and 

testimony of Secular Franciscans in society and the 

actions directed to the new emerging presence 

(fraternities) in over forty countries around the world. 

Participants will reflect and deliberate on the central 

theme, "Evangelized to evangelize," and on specific 

issues such as: "A Specific Vocation for a particular 

task" and "Building a fraternal and evangelical world." 

There will be a roundtable with Secular Franciscans 

from Guatemala, Haiti, Rwanda, Brazil and Croatia. 

They will offer their particular testimonies about the 

areas where they live their Secular Franciscan 

experience. Also participating will be Secular 

Franciscans who are carrying out the life and guiding 

the "Mission to China". You will also hear about the 
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relationship of a Canadian couple who will share their 

marital experience in the context of SFO spirituality. 

At the chapter we will also learn the results of the 

demographic survey that has been sent to all nations 

and the status of the emerging fraternities. The 

criteria for finance for the next three years will also be 

determined. A document will be released which will 

help us understand the role of the fraternal animators 

of the SFO supporting YouFra. The Franciscan Youth 

will also be represented by six international 

counsellors who have been chosen to represent the 

fraternities in Central America, South America, North 

America, Europe, Africa and Asia-Oceania. 

On October 27, we will spend the day in communion 

with the Holy Father who will be in Assisi. He will 

meet with top religious leaders of the world to 

continue pleading for peace, as Blessed John Paul II, 

his predecessor, did twenty five years ago. 

At the Santa Fe House in San Pablo, everything is 

ready to receive the International Councillors of this 

Chapter. They, together with collaborators, 

translators and some Spiritual Assistants of the First 

Orders and Third Order Regulars will constitute about 

130 participants. 

NEWS OF SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER 2011 

Sunday October 23, started early for the participants 
of the XIII General Chapter of the Secular Franciscan 
Order. In several buses, according to language groups, 
the procession went to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Aparecida. There they were greeted by a massive 
group of Secular Franciscans and members of the 
Franciscan 

Youth - YouFra - with songs 
and very touching words 
that began the meeting. 
From the square we went to 
the Basilica where Dom 
Caetano Ferrari, Bishop of 
Bauru, presided at the 
Eucharist, accompanied by 
more than twenty priests. 

The sanctuary was filled with Franciscans who arrived 
from many Brazilian cities, which created a very 
festive celebration. 

 From the main Marian house of Brazil, the Chapter 
went to Guaratinguetá’s Franciscan Seminary. They 
were warmly received by the Franciscan community 
there who invited them for lunch and told them what 
the rich presence of Frei Galvão, canonized by 
Benedict XVI, represents for the region.  

Next, the destination was the "Fazenda Esperança". 
There we had a beautiful encounter with the Poor 
Clare community and the testimony of one of the 
youths committed to the work of this community. 

REPORT OF THE DAY – MONDAY OCTOBER 24, 2011 

At 7:00 p.m. the General 
Chapter of the Secular 
Franciscan Order started on 
its journey with the 
Eucharistic celebration.  In 
the morning the assembly 
concentrated in revising the 
Report of the General 

Minister.  Later in the afternoon several pieces of 
information were presented:  the economic situation 
and the results of the demographic survey.  In their 
work groups the priorities of the Order were 
addressed and studied.  Before Vespers, the sharing in 
the plenary assembly took place.  By day’s end, all the 
participants took part in a festive moment with the 
countries of South and Central America, when the 
linguistic diversity was no obstacle for the Fraternity. 

Demographic data of the SFO in the world: At the 
moment the Secular Franciscan Order is present in 66 
countries in the world in established Fraternities.  In 
the other 42 countries the Fraternities are emerging 
and in 3 nations this process is in the initial phase.  As 
for the Franciscan Youth (YouFra) it is present in 66 
countries, with 35 established Fraternities and 31 
emergent. The report presented to the capitulary 
assembly noted that various countries have 
commissions that are carrying out programs to 
promote and support Franciscan vocations with very 
encouraging results. In particular in Eastern Europe 
there is a strong number of brothers and sisters 
between twenty and thirty-five years old. There are 
also places where the presence of married couples 
involved in the life of the SFO is increasing. Overall it is 
estimated that worldwide there are about 350,000 
Secular Franciscan brothers and sisters.  
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REPORT OF TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2011 

Right after the Liturgy, the 
capitulars assembly went to 
work to vote on the Report of 
the Minister General 
presented the previous 
day.  After that they listened 
to the reports presented by 

the Councillors from Togo and Guinea Bissau, Adolph 
Assagba, SFO and Nicolau Méndez SFO, respectively. 

Later in the morning, Fr. Fernando Ventura OFMCap 
made a presentation on the theme "Evangelized to 
Evangelize".  In his talk he exhorted those present to 
take on the spirit of the Beatitudes, with a renewed 
personal witness.  In the afternoon, work groups were 
formed to discuss the presentation and, later, during 
the sharing, Fr. Fernando listened to the conclusions 
from the groups, facilitating a final joint 
understanding.  At six o'clock, the activities of the 
chapter ended with evening prayers. 

 At night, all the participants met for an evening of 
entertainment.  In this occasion the show was 
presented by the brothers and sisters of Europe and 
North America. 

 COUNTRIES REPRESENTED IN THE GENERAL CHAPTER 

International Councillors present were:  Germany, 
Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bolivia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Korea, Croatia, Cuba, Denmark, El Salvador, Eritrea, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Philippines, France, Great 
Britain, Guatemala, Guinea Bissau, Haiti, Holland, 
Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Mauritius, 
Ireland, Mauritius, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Lithuania, 
Malawi, Malta, Mexico, Nicaragua, New Zealand, 
Panama, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Czech Republic, 
South Africa, Rwanda, Sweden, Switzerland, Togo, 
Ukraine,  

REPORT FROM THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2011 
 
October 27th is a very special day for the XIII General 
Chapter of the Secular Franciscan Order.  We can truly 
affirm that the previous days led to a mature and 
critical reflection, which enabled the Chapter to 
review its presence and commitment in today's 
society. 

 
The day started early for 
the brothers and sisters of 
the Chapter, celebrating 
the Eucharist, praying and 
meditating about the 
Spirit of Assisi. Today is 
the anniversary of the 
meeting in Assisi with 

Blessed Pope John Paul II, with whom religious leaders 
prayed for world peace 25 years ago. The General 
Chapter has joined in remembering and celebrating 
the "Spirit of Assisi," praying with the Franciscan 
family around the world, for peace in the five 
continents. 
 
The Chapter continued its activity with a Roundtable, 
coordinated by Ana Maria Olmedo OFS, from 
Guatemala, on the theme "Building a fraternal and 
evangelical world. Instruments of peace and 
reconciliation. “She introduced the debate panellists 
to the socio-political conditions of her country, 
marked by civil war, and the difficulty of the process 
of reconciliation among various factions. This has 
brought trouble to the people who become targets of 
attacks, as well as a variety of other serious problems. 
In face of this, what is the place that Secular 
Franciscans should assume in order to meet these 
challenges that are presented in different forms in 
each place, but always characterized by violence and 
injustice? These were the speakers on the panel: 
 
Claudio Fontelles OFS (Brazil), who has held the office 
of Attorney General in Brazil, described some of the 
problems that occur with the exercise of public office, 
stating with examples, how viable this kind of 
commitment is to service-minded Christians. He also 
stressed that, given the striking tendency to 
perpetuate themselves in public offices, it is wise to 
finish a mandate and retire to other social activities, if 
any.  In his case, he engaged himself with supporting 
people with addictions. He also proposed to extend to 
other countries the "right to life week, in defence of 
life," between October 1 and 7, with October 8 being 
considered as the Infants' day [Baby Day], a custom 
that is spreading in Brazil and in whose promotion he 
is involved. 
 
Policarphe Lovinsky Jean, OFS (Haiti), addressed the 
problem of poverty and suffering that afflicted his 
people a year ago. His description was very moving 
and shocking to the audience. Among the thousands 
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of dead victims of the earthquake, there were several 
brothers and sisters of his fraternity. In this context, 
he referred to two visits to Haiti by some members of 
the Presidency of the OFS, highlighting the 
importance of fraternal support in extreme times like 
this. The Order, through the Presidency of the 
International Council is committed to "Project Haiti" 
which will unfold in stages to provide personal and 
financial support as possible. 
 
Ngendahayo Faustin, OFS (Rwanda) addressed mercy 
and its relation to peace building. He began by 
describing the presence of the Order in his country. 
They are present in seven dioceses, reaching a figure 
of 434 brothers and sisters. He then referred to the 
genocide suffered by his country and the impact it had 
on the life of the Franciscans. Many people emigrated. 
When they could return to their homeland, they 
found that their homes were destroyed, and that the 
integration into the social life was very traumatic. This 
mobilized the brothers and sisters of the OFS who 
engaged themselves in several programs to care for 
refugees returning to Rwanda: attention to disabled 
children, helping young addicts, and support to single 
mothers. We can summarize the various examples 
and testimony presented in one expression: "we live 
in a society that needs to be consoled." 
 
Lovro Suèiæ, OFS (Director of YOUFRA Croatia) spoke 
about youth and social engagement. He narrated 
experiences with young Franciscans of his country. 
Previously challenged by various social situations, they 
saw the need for some encounters to deepen the 
Social Doctrine of the Church. Guided by this, they 
became involved in two projects related to 
environmental issues. The first was linked to the 
marketing and transportation of oil to a port in the 
Adriatic Sea, which brings great risk for the region. 
The other was a program related to waste 
management. In both cases, the approach taken was 
to strengthen the bonds of the Franciscan family in 
order to promote issues related to the common good 
together, but also to overcome the obstacles that may 
prevent linking to other entities in order to narrow 
channels of dialogue to build citizenship values. 
 
Attilio Galimberti OFS (Italy) presented an analysis of 
the results from the survey that CIOFS completed 
recently, aimed to investigate the presence of Secular 
Franciscans in society.  He identified several areas of 
concern, emphasizing a rather low tendency of 
fraternities to assume social commitments, while still 

more current, the performance in internal areas of 
the Order. 
In their working groups, participants discussed this 
issue which would be addressed in the plenary session 
in the afternoon. It has raised issues of capital value, 
which can be listed here simply for reasons of 
synthesis. More than one proposal was brought out 
on the importance of giving priority to actions that 
promote the family as a vital cell of human society, 
and the full development of each person. From the 
testimonies heard during the afternoon in the chapter 
house, the importance of delving into actions that 
focus attention on the recognition of the other, of 
their life situation, was emphasized, responding with 
concrete acts of fraternity. The document was then 
presented: "Role of international councillors." 
 
IN THE SPIRIT OF ASSISI. 
SILENCE, PRAYER, PILGRIMAGE AND FASTING.  
 
At dusk, the Chapter 
focused on the meeting 
that the Pope held in 
Assisi during the day. In 
that morning's Eucharistic 
celebration  there was an 
invitation to reflect on the 
meaning of silence and 
prayer. During the day, in the Chapter hall, scenes 
from the meeting held in the city of the Poverello 
were projected. 
 
By the end of the day, gathered by language groups 
for prayer in the garden of the house, the story of St. 
Francis with the Sultan was read - an emblematic 
event for the Franciscans, as well as for all people of 
good will, where both partners in times of conflict and 
hatred have been able to build a space for 
interreligious dialogue and understanding. This is a 
leaven for peace. 
Chapter participants decided, in adherence with the 
seminar held today, praying for peace, to end the day 
by a "fast of bread and water." Therefore, in groups, 
sitting on the grass, they shared this frugal meal. As in 
a pilgrimage, with candles in hand, all processed to 
the chapel where they prayed Vespers. 
 
As it has been customary in the previous days, at night 
there was a lively fraternal meeting, provided this 
time by the brothers and sisters of Asia and Oceania 
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PRESS RELEASE – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28TH, 2011 

 The Eucharist was presided over today by one of the 
Provincial Ministers of the OFM of Brazil. In his 
homily, he expressed his joy in sharing this mass with 
the Franciscan Family and exhorted the capitulars to 
be moved by the Gospel in following Christ as the 
Apostles did. 

The work of the chapter began 
today with the theme                 
"Franciscan Youth today” by 
Ana Fruk, Jufra Councillor for 
the Presidency, in which she 
spoke about the actual 
situation of Franciscan Youth 

in the world, highlighting their presence in sixty-six 
countries. She encouraged the capitulars to integrate 
youth groups into the OFS, assuming they "are not the 
future but the present" that gives vitality to the Order. 

The next topic on the agenda was emerging 
fraternities. The Vice-Minister General, Doug Clorey, 
OFS, presented an extensive report on the situation of 
the Order in those countries where it is developing. 
This analysis included demographic and religious 
affiliation statistics of the nations and proposals for 
action to stimulate the work of evangelization in these 
countries. 

Before lunch, there was a third presentation about 
the financial situation, explaining the course of action 
that the Presidency of OFS proposes in this regard. In 
the afternoon, working groups were formed to discuss 
and reflect on the ideas that were presented in the 
morning. Late in the afternoon, the conclusions of the 
work groups were given in the plenary followed by the 
celebration of Vespers. 

At night, Capitulars shared a joyous evening offered 
through the warm hospitality of the brothers and 
sisters of the host country. The rhythm of Brazilian 
music which included much singing and dancing filled 
the air and warmed the hearts of all. 

 

 

 

Final Message of the XIII SFO General Chapter 
October 29th, 2011 - Sao Paulo, Brazil 

TO ALL THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF THE 
SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER AND YOUFRA IN 
THE WORLD. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

May the Lord give you peace! It gives us great joy 
to offer you warmest greeting from the whole 
chapter of the OFS, which met for the very first 
time in South America in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

From this place, we want to share with you the 
enthusiasm and spiritual energy that this chapter 
has given to each and every one of us. 

The order is growing! It is growing not only in 
numbers but also in awareness of its identity, of 
its proper place in the Family and the Church as 
well as in awareness of the work it must 
undertake in the world in continuing the mission 
of Francis. 

The number of emerging fraternities is increasing 
in all parts of the world, especially in those areas 
where the Church exists in very difficult 
conditions. 

Once again, the chapter exhorts us to be 
generous and to get involved in accompanying 
these fraternities both spiritually as well as 
materially and to assist them in formation. 

Franciscan Youth is growing stronger all over the 
world and is a witness to us of a profound 
commitment of Christian and human 
authenticity. We have received many great signs 
of hope and encouragement to help us 
understand how much we both need each other. 

We exhort you to love, get to know, and support 
YOUFRA. 

We were forcibly and passionately challenged to 
discover and to live out our fundamental 

Project Adoption 

Donations 

Cath Spongberg sfo PO Box 290, Kogarah NSW 

1485 

Phone: (02) 9553 4005 
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Christian vocation in our secular state by living 
radically as Francis did. 

Our mission is that of the Church: "To evangelize 
is the grace and vocation proper to the Church; it 
is at the core of her identity." (Evangelii Nuntiandi 
14)  We are called to carry out this mission with 
courage, generosity and creativity. 

While we were in Chapter, the Holy Father in his 
message, asked us ” to confront with 
determination the evangelical challenges of this 
present moment, and to be builders of a 
civilization of love”, “witnesses and instruments 
of the redemptive mission of the Church, 
announcing Christ both by word and their own 
example.” It is a mission which is urgent and 
demanding. 

We also seriously called ourselves to reflect on 
our engagement to build a more just and 
fraternal world, to become active witnesses and 
not just passive and distracted observers of the 
injustices and extreme material and spiritual 
poverty that a world without God imposes on a 
large part of humanity and creation. 

We can no longer sit on the fence. The Church 
and the world is waiting for a courageous and 
effective response from us. The Church and the 
world has a need for Francis and for the Family of 
which we are the part that is the largest in 
number and the most deeply implicated in every 
place of the world. 

There is still much to be done to create lines of 
stable and effective communication with all 
national fraternities and to fully develop a sense 
of belonging which is also attentive to the 
material necessities of the order. We need to be 
very much engaged in this way. The chapter 
reacted with responsibility and sensitivity to this 
issue. This is a great sign of consolation and hope. 

We experienced moments of great fellowship 
with many religious brothers, our Spiritual 
Assistants as well as several provincial Ministers 
from Brazil and Paraguay. We leave with an 

immense sense of gratitude towards our religious 
brothers for the affection they have for us and for 
the genuine, vital and reciprocal communion that 
was already strong but has now grown stronger. 
We felt supported and surrounded by the love of 
our brothers of all the First Order and TOR who, 
through their respective Ministers General and 
many Provincial Ministers, sent us messages of 
encouragement and expressions of warm 
fraternal communion. 

At the Monastery of the Poor Clare’s at "HOPE 
FARM", which we visited to show our love for the 
Second Order and to celebrate the memory of St. 
Clare, we received prayerful, enthusiastic and 
loving support for the Chapter and for all the 
order. The Chapter took advantage of this special 
time of communion to present a preview of the 
message the Secular Franciscan Order will send to 
all the Poor Clare’s of the world marking the 
anniversary of the birth of their order. 

From thousands of brothers and sisters in this 
wonderful country, we experienced a joyous 
welcome as well as a great and generous 
hospitality. 

The whole chapter was held under the maternal 
protection of Mary, Mother of God and our 
Mother, venerated here as Our Lady of 
Aparecida. To her, our protectress and advocate, 
we entrust the whole Order that she might watch 
over us and lead us to the full realization of our 
vocation and mission. 

We ask the Lord to give us “wisdom and insight” 
to welcome the conclusions of this General 
Chapter with great love as well as a 
determination to make them part of our lives and 
to implement them in a courageous manner. 

On behalf of all your brothers and sisters of the 
Chapter, 

Encarnación del Pozo, OFS 

General Minister 
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 ASPECTS OF THE GENERAL 

CHAPTER THAT MADE AN 

IMPRESSION ON ME 

Helen Britton ofs International 
Councillor for Oceania 

 The inclusion of YouFra 
Delegates at the General Chapter 
 

 The presence of the family of Croatia’s 
International Councillor Dario Brigic 
Andreja (his wife) and daughters Jana (5) 
and Marta (8 months)  
 

 Fr Fernando Ventura’s talk on the theme 
of the Chapter “Evangelized to 
Evangelize” 
 

 The testimonies of the Delegates from 
Haiti and Rwanda 
 

 The  collaboration aspect of the 
Presidency, their work ethic and amount 
of work carried out prior to and during 
the General Chapter 
 

 The energizing Liturgies 
 

 The wonderful hospitality of the Brazilian 
fraternities, in particular Rosalvo Mota’s 
fraternity (85 local fraternities are 
established in Sao Paulo alone!)  Also the 
arrangement of transport to and from 
the Airport – at all hours – fantastic! 
 

 Dario Brigic’s plea for the preservation of 
the “family” – the answer to the West’s 
problems 
 

 The understanding of and practice of 
’sharing’ in relation to poverty and ‘the 
beatitudes’ (Fr Fernando’s talk) 
 

 The visit to the National Shrine of 
Aparecida AND the bus breaking down – 

3 hour wait in the bus on a busy 
motorway 
 

 The visit to the OFM Friary for lunch plus 
the visit to the Poor Clare’s (sharing of 
bread with them and them singing the 
Blessing of Clare over us – there 
appeared to be at least 3 novices in the 
community), then the visit to the Hope 
Farm where drug addicts are 
rehabilitated 
 

 The Spirit of Assisi  Celebration – re-
enactment of “Francis and the Sultan”, 
fasting (no evening meal), the torch light 
procession to the Chapel 
 

 Marion and Doug Clorey’s presentation 
on The Family and also of both of them 
leading the General Chapter in song 
 

 The China Project and its support by 
Korea 
 

 The gift of the small booklet on the lives 
of recent (19th and 20th century) OFS 
members who have been either beatified 
or canonised compiled by Presidency 
member Michele Altmeyer 
 

 The Presidency’s  statements on our 
Order’s Official Name (use of OFS after 
our name NOT sfo) and the matter of the 
“Habit” 
 
 

 Lack of response by National Fraternities 
to the Presidency’s Surveys, Statistics etc. 
 

 The homilies given by the General 
Assistants  
 
 

 My meeting with the Minister General 
Encarnita and Vice-Minister General 
Doug regarding emerging Regional 
Fraternities of Singapore and Sabah    
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ORDO FRANCISCANUS SIECULARIS XIII.  
GENERAL CHAPTER 

Sao Paulo, 2011 October 22-29 

DECISION ON THE  
WEARING OF THE "HABIT"  
IN THE OFS 

The General Chapter makes the following 

DECISION 

The practice of wearing a "habit" is not in conformity 
with the Rule and General Constitutions of the OFS, 
as already established. 

As a practical interpretation' of Article 43 of the 
General Constitutions, the Chapter emphasizes and 
insists that the distinctive sign of membership in the 
Order is the "Tau or other Franciscan symbol". (GGCC 
43). A "Franciscan symbol" is a small and simple 
insignia that is worn on the person (for example, a 
San Damiano cross). 

However, an OFS National Fraternity may determine 
in its National Statutes that the wearing a "uniform" 
is an acceptable sign of recognition for Secular 
Franciscans of their own country, providing that the 
following mandatory criteria is followed: 

a) the uniform does not replace the TAU or the 
Franciscan symbol selected by the National 
Fraternity; 

b) the nature of the uniform is to be specified in 
the National Statutes, including a detailed 
description (preferably graphical) and be of a style 
that respects the secularity of the members of the 
Order; 

c) the style of the uniform should not look like 
the habit worn by member of a religious order, so as 
to avoid bringing confusion between religious and 
seculars;  

d) the occasions during which this uniform may 
be worn must be precisely indicated and specifically 
excludes its use during the rites of admission and/or 
profession. 

The Chapter states that the decision replaces all 
previous documents in this regard, and becomes in 
effect now and for the future. 

 

ORDO FRANCISCANUS SIECULARIS XIII.  
GENERAL CHAPTER  

Sao Paulo, 2011. October 22-29 

THE OFFICIAL NAME OF THE ORDER 

THE USE AND THE TRANSLATION OF THE NAME OF 
THE ORDER 

1. The official name of the Order is  
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis. 

2. Translations of the name of the Order 

2.1. The translation of the name of the Order is 
already made in the four official languages, and 
these are the ones to be used in these languages. 

2.2. The name can be translated into local 
languages only when the literal translation from 
Latin is easily understandable even by the civil 
society and does not change its meaning or 
substance. 

2.3. When the translation into the national 
language distorts the meaning of the name, or is 
linguistically impossible to transfer the genuine 
meaning, Ordo Franciscanus Secularis must always 
be used, which can be followed by expressions to 
clarify and make more understandable the nature of 
the SFO to everyone in the local language. 

3. The acronym 

The acronym which refers to the name Ordo 
Franciscanus Secularis is OFS and is always to 
be used regardless of the language. For 
example, when Secular Franciscans use the 
acronym after their name, they must use 
"OFS".  

In Loving Memory of Mateusz 
http://www.inmemoryofm.com/ 

http://www.inmemoryofm.com/
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 On 12 August 2011, Mateusz Tuniewicz 
suddenly passed away. He tragically 
drowned while on a short trip to Bali. He 
leaves behind his wife Anna-Karin Jatfors 
and their two young children: Emil, aged 
four, and Milla, one.  At the time of his 
death, Mateusz served as the Regional 
Director for 
Asia-Pacific with Franciscans International, 
based in Bangkok. On 13 September, he 
would have turned 38 years old. 
 

 As Mateusz had no life insurance, a 
number of his friends and colleagues have 
expressed an interest in making donations 
for his children, especially to contribute 
towards their education. To this end, 
Mateusz's family has set up dedicated 
custodial accounts in his children's names 
to allow those who so wish to honor 
Mateusz's memory by supporting Emil's 
and Milla's education. 
 

 Donations for this purpose are gratefully 
received through: 
 

 Bank name: United Nations Federal Credit 
Union 

 Bank address: 2401 44th Road, Long 
Island City, NY, 11101 USA 

 Bank ID (ABA): 2260-7860-9 
 

 Account name 1: Emil Hubert Tuniewicz 

 Account number 1: 1030291170001 

 Account name 2: Milla Astrid Jatfors 

 Account number 2: 1030291200001 

  

 OR:  

  

 Bank name: Deutsche Bank PBC S.A. 

 Bank address: Oddzia³ Gdañsk  
ul. Abrahama 1A, 80-307 Gdañsk, Poland 

 Bank ID (SWIFT): DEUTPLPK 

 Account name: Anna-Karin Jatfors 

 Account address: Tynningovagen 161, 185 
92 Vaxholm, Sweden 

 Account number (IBAN): 
PL88191010482267041078590002 (CHF) 

 Ref./purpose: Mateusz Tuniewicz 
Memorial Fund  

 The education fund for Emil and Milla is in 
the process of obtaining the tax exempt 
status in the US and all donations will be 
tax deductible. 

 Mateusz dedicated his entire professional 
life to protecting the vulnerable 

 and ensuring a life of dignity and human 
rights for every person. On a 

 personal level, those who had the 
privilege of getting to know him were 

 struck by his kindness and generosity, his 
sharp mind and intellectual 

 curiosity, and his irresistible positive 
energy, enthusiasm and zest for life.  

 He was a loving husband, father, brother, 
son, friend and partner, who inspired 
many around him to live their own lives 
more fully and with more 

 appreciation for every blessing. 

 Through his genuine interest in those 
around him and his unique gift of 

 communication, he touched and enriched 
the lives of countless people from all 
walks of life. 

 At the news of Mateusz's death, 
individuals from all corners of the world 
have come together to mourn his loss. 
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ASSISI IN MELBOURNE 
“Pilgrims of truth, pilgrims of peace” 

Day of reflection, dialogue and prayer for 
peace and justice in the world. 

 
Comminique of the Vatican Press Office 25th 

Anniversary of Prayer at Assisi 
 

On 1 January 2011, after the Angelus, Pope 
Benedict XVI announced that he wished to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the historic 
meeting that took place in Assisi on 27 October 
1986, at the wish of the Venerable Servant of God 
John Paul II. On the day of the anniversary, 27 
October this year, the Holy Father intends to hold 
a Day of reflection, dialogue and prayer for peace 
and justice in the world, making a pilgrimage to 
the home of St Francis and inviting fellow 
Christians from different denominations, 
representatives of the world’s religious traditions 
and, in some sense, all men and women of good 
will, to join him once again on this journey. 
 
The Day will take as its theme: “Pilgrims of truth, 
pilgrims of peace”. Every human being is 
ultimately a pilgrim in search of truth and 
goodness. Believers too are constantly journeying 
towards God: hence the possibility, indeed the 
necessity, of speaking and entering into dialogue 
with everyone, believers and unbelievers alike, 
without sacrificing one’s own identity or indulging 
in forms of syncretism*. To the extent that the 
pilgrimage of truth is authentically lived, it opens 
the path to dialogue with the other, it excludes 
no one and it commits to everyone to be a 
builder of fraternity and peace. These are the 
elements that the Holy Father wishes to place at 
the centre of reflection. 

 
(”syncretism”: attempt to unify or reconcile 
different schools of thought.”) 
 
 On Sunday 23 October 2011, approximately 80 
people of different faiths gathered in the Chapter 
House, St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, for a Faith 
Service for Peace.   Sitting in the midst of about 
half a dozen other Secular Franciscans, I listened 
as speaker after speaker read to the meeting 
passages of text sacred to their own faith 
traditions. 
 
Here reproduced are some of those passages. 
 
Baha’i 
 
The reading began with a text from the Baha’i 
faith, the speaker leading us in a quiet meditation 
which left us calm and receptive to all the beauty 
that was to follow.  
 
Quote: Consort with the followers of all religions 
in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship. 
 
Brahma Kumaris 
 
Quote: I know that change is possible. I know that 
the power of God’s peace and love make 
impossible things become possible. 
 
Buddhist 
 
Quote: Whatever living beings there may be – 
feeble or strong, (or the seekers and the attained) 
long, stout, or of medium size, short, small, large, 
those seen or those unseen, those dwelling far or 
near, those who are born as well as those yet to 
be born – may all beings have happy minds …. 
Just as a mother would protect her only child with 
her life even so let one cultivate a boundless love 
towards all beings. 
 
Christian 
 
Quote: The Beatitudes Matthew 5: 2-12. Read in 
Aramaic 



 
14 

 

 

 

 
Hindu 
 
Quote: O Lord of the Universe, … may our desires 
of Peace, Prosperity and Happiness throughout 
the world be granted by Your loving Grace. 
 
Jewish 
 
Quote: “How great is peace!” proclaimed the 
Sages. The value of peace is so great that we pray 
for it even if it will be like a sukkah* – flimsy and 
temporary, rendered fit only by reliance on legal 
leniencies”.    
 

*A sukkah, (literally translated as a tabernacle 
or booth,) is a flimsy construction reminding 
the Jewish people of the years spent 
wandering in the desert. The Feast of Sukkot, 
celebrated two weeks after Rosh Hashanah 
(New Year) and five days after Yom Kippur 
(the Day of Atonement) has just concluded for 
this year. 

 
Muslim 
 
Quote: O mankind! We created you from a single 
(pair) of a male and a female, and made you into 
nations and tribes, that ye may know each other, 
not that ye may despise each other.  
 
Sikh 
 
Quote: The world is suffering, O Lord. We pray for 
your compassion and benevolence to save all who 
come to you by whichever religious door or 
spiritual path. 
 
Zoroastrian 
 
Quote: May the glory remain permanent in 
association with righteousness! 
 

Commitments to Peace 
 

Will you commit yourselves to proclaiming your 
firm conviction that violence and terrorism are 

incompatible with the authentic spirit of religion, 
and, as you condemn every recourse to violence 
and war in the name of God or religion, will you 
commit yourselves to doing everything possible 
to eliminate the root causes of terrorism? 
We commit ourselves. 
 
Will you commit yourselves to educating people 
to mutual respect and esteem, in order to help 
bring about a peaceful and fraternal coexistence 
between people of different ethnic groups, 
cultures and religions? 
We commit ourselves. 
 
Will you commit yourselves to fostering the 
culture of dialogue, so that there will be an 
increase of understanding and mutual trust 
between individuals and among peoples, since 
these are the premise of authentic peace? 
We commit ourselves. 
 
Will you commit yourselves to forgiving one 
another for past and present errors and 
prejudices, and to supporting one another in a 
common effort both to overcome selfishness and 
arrogance, hatred and violence, and to learn from 
the past that peace without justice is no true 
peace? 
We commit ourselves. 
 
Will you commit yourselves to taking the side of 
the poor and the helpless, to speaking out for 
those have no voice and to working effectively to 
change these situations, out of the conviction 
that no one can be happy alone? 
We commit ourselves. 
 
Will you commit yourselves to urging leaders of 
nations to make every effort to create and 
consolidate, on the national and international 
levels, a world of solidarity and peace based on 
justice?  
We commit ourselves. 
 
The meeting concluded with participants making 
a Sign of Peace to those around them.  

 
(submitted by Judith Taylor ofs) 
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Vale Emanuela De Nunzio 

 On November 10th, 2011, at 18.55, in the city of 

Rome, our sister Emanuela De Nunzio died at the 

age of 82.  Just before her death, Encarnita del 

Pozo, along with Benedetto Lino and his wife 

Gilda, gathered around her bed to support her in 

prayer. At the time of her departure to the 

infinite love of God, she was accompanied by 

Encarnita and a friend. Gilda and Benedetto 

returned immediately to pray for the repose of 

her soul, making the sign of the cross on her 

forehead, and asking St. Francis and Our Lady of 

the Angels to present her soul to the Almighty. 

 

Emanuela was professed into the OFS in the local 

Fraternity of San Cristoforo of Rodi Garganico in 

Apulia (Italy) on March 3rd, 1949. In 1959, she 

was elected Secretary of her local fraternity.  She 

also served as the OFS National Minister of Italy 

within the National Fraternity assisted by the 

OFM Conventual's, during the days when the 

Order was structured according to "Obedience’s". 

 She was elected OFS Minister General at the 

1990 General Chapter celebrated in Fatima, and 

re-elected at the 1996 General Chapter in Rome. 

As Minister General of the OFS, Emanuela was 

the first secular to join the Conference of the 

Franciscan Family and opened the door to a true 

partnership with the other Ministers General.  

She “fought” courageously so that the OFS would 

be recognized as an equal component of the 

Franciscan Family and worked tirelessly with the 

Conference in mutual collaboration. 

 

Among her many duties as Minister General, she 

was responsible for the promulgation of the 

Order’s General Constitutions in February 6, 

2001. In her letter accompanying this 

promulgation, she referred to the Secular 

Franciscan way of life, a way that she herself 

attempted to live until the end of her life:  

 

"Our Profession represents for each one of us the 

point of reference for daily experience, beginning 

with a specific vocation and precise identity. On 

this basis, we need to re-shape our existence and 

find a project of life (Franciscan evangelical 

radicalism) and a place of Church communion 

(the Fraternity), in which it should be possible for 

us to "learn the purpose and the way of living, 

loving, and suffering" (Const, art 10).  

 

She travelled throughout the world, tirelessly 

visiting constituted and emerging national 

fraternities, and bringing the newly approved 

General Constitutions to each brother and sister 

so that they might love, study and apply them, 

and thereby give new blood to the OFS.  

 

As a legal professional, she always offered her 
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knowledge to the service of the OFS, even until 

her last days, supporting the work of the Juridical 

and Patrimonial Commission of the Presidency. 

 

In a presentation given in 2002, Emanuela stated:  

“We need to regain the essential vision of our 

relationship with God, with ourselves and with all 

of creation, in order to re-encounter an 

unconditional possibility of dialogue with those 

who walk beside us along the paths of the world. I 

think we can present ourselves with a simple 

slogan: 'walking barefoot in the garden of God, 

heedless of the thorns...’ ” 

 “What does it mean to walk?” Emanuela asked 

herself.  She answers with the words of St. 

Augustine:  

“Walk forward towards all that is good, progress 

in holiness ... if you progress, this is a sign that 

you are walking, but you should continue to walk 

towards the good, you should advance in faith, 

you should make progress in holiness. Sing and 

walk!  It is the way to the Father's house, where 

we will present ourselves holy and blameless in 

love, to account for the talents entrusted to us 

and feel welcomed by the call ‘Come Blessed ... ..’ 

" 

Emanuela is already enjoying the Lord's 

invitation, because she has made her way into 

the good, in faith and holiness. She has sung 

(sometimes badly, but she sang) and has already 

responded to His invitation, "Come Blessed ... .." 

 

May her soul rest in the infinite love of God and 

may she receive her well-deserved rest in His 

arms.  

Encarnación Del Pozo 

Rome, 11/11/11 

Capuchin Provincial Chapter 

Our week in Sydney is over and was a great 

event. The results of the elections 

Provincial - Gary Devery 

Vice Prov - Robert Stewart 

2nd Definitor - Julian Messina* 

3rd Definitor - Lam Vu 

4th Definitor - John Cooper* 

* Both have served as provincials in the past 

 

COMING IN NEXT MONTH’S EDITION 

“Dream come True”  Moya Roadleys’ fulfilment of 

her dream to visit Assisi 

At the ORDO FRANCISCANUS SIECULARIS XIII.  

GENERAL CHAPTER the delegates were given a 

small booklet (literally) called “Secular Franciscan 

Holiness”  Biographical Profiles of OFS Saints and 

Blessed’s such as  Frederick Ozanam, Louis and 

Zelie Martin, Jean-Marie Vianney and including 

more recent saints like Cardinal Aloizue Stepinac 

We will commence with the lives of the Martin's, 

the parents of the Little Flower 

 


